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Why I
Believe
in
Evangelism
and
Revivals
by Donald D. Owens  
general superintendent emeritus

E
vangelism  is prim arily  the proclam ation  o f the 
gospel, the red em p tiv e  act o f  G od in C hrist 
Jesus. To be m ore precise, it is not the p resen 
tation o f the entire panoram a o f  the teachings 
o f the H oly Scriptures. Rather, evangelism  is 
the c lea r enunc ia tion  o f  the good  new s that 
C hrist d ied fo r our sins, H e was buried , and 
H e rose again the th ird  day, accord ing  to  the S crip 

tures (1 C orinth ians 15:1-4). Scholars are w ont to call 
this the bare bones o f  the gospel by the G reek  term  
k e r y g m a .  E v a n g e l is m  m e a n s  “ g o s p e l” o r  “ g o o d  
new s,” or the sharing o f the new  in som e m eaningful 
and clear fashion.

W e often hear o f  the d istinction  betw een presence  
evangelism  and proclam ation evangelism . T here is no 
question but that hum ble, helpful service by a C hris
tian prepares the w ay for proclam ation. T he act o f  ser
vice needs no defense w hatsoever. O ne m ay w ell earn 
the right to say som ething about Jesus through kind, 
co m p assio n ate , and lov ing  acts. A fte r all, a hungry  
person has no ears to hear platitudes about G o d ’s love 
when help is w ithheld  by those w ho have the m eans 
and th e  o p p o rtu n ity  to  g iv e  “ a cup  o f  co ld  w a te r” 
(M atthew  10:42). Jam es w as quite strong in denounc
ing this kind o f  behavior (2:14-16).

G eorge W. Peters rem inds us that “w hile presence 
in the true sense is im portant, it is not sufficient in it
self. E vangelism  does not take p lace  until the good 
new s has been orally, intelligently, and understanding- 
ly com m unicated . P resence is n ev er a substitu te  for 
p roclam ation .” *

Peters points out that the B ible presents various pat
terns o f com m unicating the G ood News:

1. The person-to-person m ethod so w ell illustrated 
in the m inistry  o f C hrist and in the B ook o f Acts.

2. T he group m ethod, or household  evangelism , as 
illu stra ted  in the num erous hom e serv ices and m in 
istries C hrist conducted, as w ell as those held by Peter 
and Paul.

3. T he in fo rm a l and  p u b lic  p ro c la m a tio n  o f  the 
gospel as p ra c tic e d  by C h ris t in G a lilee  and  P e te r 
(Acts 2:1-40).

4. T he proclam ation  o f  the m essage in the form  o f 
form al B ible read in g s, expositions, d isp u ta tio n , and 
reasoning, as dem onstrated  by the apostle Paul (Acts 
9:22-29; 17:2).

5. T he reb u k in g  and p o lem ic  m essag es o f  P e te r 
(Acts 3:4), S tephen (6— 7), and Paul (13: 22-23).

6. T he persuasive, experiential, apologetic p resen 
tation o f d iv ine truth as illustrated  by Paul in his de
fense before A grippa (Acts 26).

M y purpose in this article is not to pursue a study o f 
evangelism  and  rev iva lism  p er se. A fte r hav ing  en 
jo y ed  50 years o f m inistry in several roles across the 
years, I w ant to celebrate one evangelistic effort and 
four evangelists w ho helped change m y life.

M y brother-in-law  and sister, Rev. S tew ard and N e
va Reed, w ere saved as a result o f  the personal evan-
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Dr. Donald Owens, general superintendent em eritus (left), w ith Rev. 
and M rs. Kenneth B all, the evangelists under whom he was 
converted in 1944 in Joplin, M issouri.

g e lis tic  effo rts  o f  E va G ard iner, w ho ca lled  on my 
fam ily for three years w ithout m issing one w eek in an 
effort to get them  converted. God honored her efforts 
in a rev ival cam p aig n  co n d u c ted  in C arth ag e , M is
souri. God called  S tew ard Reed to preach, and later he 
planted the C onner Avenue C hurch o f  the N azarene in 
Joplin , M issouri.

In O ctober 1944, Rev. and M rs. Kenneth Ball were 
called to conduct evangelistic services. T he Reeds, the 
B alls , and  the  y o u n g  p eo p le  o f  the ch u rch  v is ited  
hom es and handed  out “ rev ival fly ers” to  announce 
the services. T he advertising circular, prim itive by to 
d ay 's  standards, bore fruit.

S a tu rday  n ight, O c to b e r 20, 1944, Rev. and M rs. 
Ball p layed instrum ents, sang, and preached. The first 
e v a n g e l is ts  I h ad  e v e r  m et, th ey  w e re  w in so m e , 
w holesom e, and convincing. During the invitation, my 
bro ther-in -law , w ith  tears Bow ing dow n his cheeks, 
invited m e to accept Jesus Christ as my Savior. W hen 
I w en t fo rw ard , he h e lp ed  m e pray, and  C h ris t an 
sw ered m y confession  in forgiveness. In the sam e ser
vice, my m other and younger brother, Denny, accept
ed Christ. We w ent hom e a happy C hristian family.

T h e  y e a rs  h av e  c o m e  an d  g o n e . M y s is te r  and  
brother-in-law  are now  in C h ris t’s presence. M y m oth
er p reced e d  them  a few  y ea rs  earlier. M y b ro ther, 
D enny, becam e a m issio n ary  to the P h ilipp ines and 
president o f  the N azarene Indian Bible C ollege in A l
buquerque, N ew  M exico. W hile  m y ow n roles have 
changed several tim es over the years, I have enjoyed 
an exciting, fulfilled life!

W hatever fruit has accrued to my m inistry and roles 
in the kingdom  o f  G od, the seed was planted under the 
m inistry  o f  w onderfu l evangelists and the faithfulness 
o f m y sister and brother-in-law . N eedless to say, 1 owe 
them .

'G e o rg e  W . P e te rs , Saturation Evangelism (G ran d  R a p id s , M ich .: Z o n d e rv a n  P u b lish in g  H ouse ,
1970)18 19. hq

Evangelism Is a Process
b y  Lyle P o in te r

M ost of us think of evangelism as the moment when 
people share their faith in God and invite another 
person to receive Christ as Savior. This is evange

lism. But evangelism encompasses much more than just the 
decision to invite God into one’s life.

A study of how people come to know God indicates there 
are first multiple exposures to the gospel before a person ac
cepts Christ. Win Am has noted that people who accept Christ 
and stay in the church hear the gospel an average of 5.7 times 
before they record a decision to serve God.

Because we are anxious to see people converted, we are 
inclined to take shortcuts or apply pressure. This is not the 
way Jesus worked. And we are finding that it is not a suc
cessful method in the 1990s.

Research also points out that generally one person alone is 
not involved as a human agent in the redemption process. God 
often uses several people, usually over a period of time. After 
numerous people, several influences, and a half-dozen hear
ings of the gospel, a person chooses to become a Christian.

We have discovered, for example, that the seed of the 
gospel may be sown when children attend Vacation Bible 
School or Sunday School. Family members continue to pray, 
cultivate, and remind these people that God really cares. Re
grettably, as teens or college students these now young adults 
take forays into sin. In their 20s or 30s they come back to 
church because relatives are still praying and encouraging 
them to deal with spiritual issues. Furthermore, the guilt of 
their sins visits their consciences. Some of life’s plans and 
dreams may have become frustrated. Out of all these series of 
contacts and circumstances, God works to bring them to him
self. More than likely, the people who are evangelized will 
begin to explore their relationships with God in much the 
same way individuals make decisions in other areas of life.

For example, if a young adult decides to buy a car, he or 
she will ask some friends which models they like, which are 
durable, which give good gas mileage, and so on. He or she 
will then visit some car dealerships whose reputations have 
already been investigated, will test-drive several cars, and 
then make a decision based on research.

People who are exploring relationships with God will often 
visit God’s “local dealership.” that is, several nearby church
es. When spiritual prodigals find some people with whom 
they are comfortable, they then begin the actual decision
making process. They accept their need for God. They search 
for and pray to the God of their newfound friends at church.

We do well to continue cultivating friendships, planting 
additional seeds, and looking for opportunities to harvest. 
Some churches follow these processes very well. Others get 
hasty and press for premature decisions. Yet others are so 
fearful of harvesting prematurely, they never invite people 
into a relationship with God. Evangelism must be done with 
sensitivity  and in tentionality . But it must be done! The 
church has no greater purpose than the making of disciples. 
Wise are God’s people who know evangelism is a process.

L y le  P o in te r  is personal evangelism coordinator o f  Evangelism  
Ministries fo r  the Church o f  the Nazarene.
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tm  General 
Superintendent’s VIEWPOINT

Sharing Christ with Others

T
he C hurch o f  the N azarene 
holds w ithin its keeping the 
solution to the w o rld ’s ills.

It possesses the pow er to  re
deem  the lives o f  people 
personally  and to  transform  
the ir cultures. It contains 

the leaven that can bring new  life to 
dying souls.

T here is hope for the w orld, but on 
ly one hope— the transform ing  pow er 
o f  G od w e m ust have operating  fully 
in our m idst. This pow er is not inher
en t in any quality  w e as a church m ay 
possess. N either is it generated  by the 
sm ooth turning o f  ecclesiastical m a
chinery. Instead, it is the "pow er o f  
G od unto sa lvation” (R om ans 1:16).

To receive and utilize this power, 
Christ m ust ever be at the center o f all 
we are and undertake— both as individ
uals and churches. There is nothing that 
plagues or perplexes our world that 
Christ cannot cure. There is no prob
lem, m ost intim ately personal or eccle
siastically com plicated, that Christ- 
filled men and w om en cannot solve. 
Every Christian in the hands o f  the 
Savior is a potential soul winner, and 
every congregation o f  N azarenes truly 
sensitive to  hum an need is a potential 
lighthouse and pow erhouse for God.

W hen a great flyw heel is p laced in 
a factory, it is centered  perfectly. If  it 
gets o ff center, it not only  shakes itse lf  
to  pieces but also shakes the entire 
building  to pieces. W hen the C hurch 
keeps on cen ter w ith C hrist, it oper
ates and cooperates satisfactorily. 
W hen it goes o ff center, it not only in
stantly  reduces effectiveness but even
tually  com pletely  destroys itself.

If  C hrist is at the cen ter o f  our lives 
and our churches, then w e are sharing 
C hrist w ith others. But it is no less 
true that if we are not sharing C hrist 
w ith others, it is because He is not the 
cen ter o f our lives.

Salvation has been given to us to be

by John A. Knight

em ployed for the M aster’s enrichm ent 
and not m erely for our ow n blessing 
and joy. C hristians receive nothing for 
them selves alone. G od has shined in 
our hearts that we m ay give to others 
the light o f  the know ledge, w hich has 
flashed glad day into our darkness. We 
must share C hrist through personal 
soul-w inning and church-planting en
deavors, and our vision m ust be global.

The M ISSIO N  o f the C hurch is 
found in Jesus’ w ords : "G o ye into all 
the w orld, and preach the gospel to 
every creature” (M ark 16:15). To all 
w ho fulfill the com m and, He prom ises, 
“Lo, I am with you alway, even unto 
the end o f the w orld” (M atthew  28:20).

E,EMPOWERING IS 
ESSENTIAL FOR 

SUCCESSFUL 
WITNESSING AND  

EFFECTIVE EVANGELISM.

C arrying the gospel o f C hrist is the 
m ain w ork o f the w hole C hurch in the 
w hole world through the w hole age.

C h ris t’s w ords also g ive us the 
M E S SA G E  o f the C hurch. O n the 
evening  o f  the day o f  C h ris t’s resu r
rection , to H is startled d isc ip les in 
Jerusalem  He gave the con ten t o f  their 
m essage, and ours, to a lost w orld: 
“You are w itnesses o f  these th ings” 
(Luke 24:48, n i v ) .

We are to witness to  the fact that 
C hrist is the fulfillm ent o f  all Scrip
ture. We are to w itness to His vicarious 
sufferings, His atoning death, and His

trium phant resurrection. T he C hurch is 
to  w itness to the good new s o f  the re
m ission o f  sins for all w ho repent and 
believe and to  the possibility  o f  a pure 
heart th rough consecration and faith.

In addition , Jesus clearly  ind icated  
the M O TIV A TIO N  o f  the C hurch . Im 
m ediately  after C hrist gave the co n 
tent o f  the C h u rch ’s m essage, He gave 
the p rom ise o f  the H oly Spirit, w ho is 
to  be the enab lem ent o f  that m essage. 
“ B ehold, I send the p rom ise o f  m y F a
ther upon you: but tarry  ye in the city 
o f  Jerusa lem , until ye be endued  w ith 
pow er from  on h igh” (Luke 24:49).

T hese  w ords im ply that w e w ill not 
and cannot carry  the m essage o f  the 
C hurch  apart from  the pow er o f  the 
Spirit. Jesus com m anded  the d isc ip les 
to  go w ith the ir testim ony, even as His 
F ather had sent H im  (John 17:18). But 
Jesus knew  they w ould  never go s im 
ply under the im pulse o f  a com m and. 
So He breathed  on them  and said, 
"R eceive  the H oly S p irit” (John 
20:22, n i v  )— sym bolic o f  fu ture P en 
tecost and the ir em pow erm ent to  w it
ness to  the "u tterm ost part o f  the 
ea rth” (A cts 1:8). E m pow ering  is e s 
sential fo r successfu l w itnessing  and 
effective evangelism .

T he C h u rch 's  m ission  is to  go into 
a ll the w orld and preach  the gospel to 
every  creature. T he C h u rch ’s m essage 
is that C h ris t’s aton ing  b lood  is e ffica
cious to m ake the v ilest s inner clean 
and to  sanctify  holy  the heart o f  the 
regenerate . T he C h u rch ’s m otivation  
com es, not from  a desire  for status in 
ecclesiastical circ les, but ra ther from  
the em pow ering  o f  
the Holy Spirit.

"B lessed Lord, em 
pow er Your C hurch 
by Your faithful Spirit 
to do the w ork o f 
evangelism  and to 
share Christ w ith the 
w hole w orld.” ^
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T he R eaders W rite

P ow er and  P en tecost
T hank  you, J. G ran t S w ank  Jr., fo r the concise , to -the- 

point article  "P o w er and P en tecost” in the M ay 1998 issue 
o f  H era ld  o f  H oliness. I have felt fo r a long tim e that we 
are w itnessing  non-C hristian  eth ics in som e o f  the activities 
a im ed  against g roups that are deem ed non-C hristian . As ab 
horren t as abortion  c lin ics are, I have a prob lem  w ith  the v i
o lence aim ed at the clin ics in the nam e o f  C hrist. I feel that 
in do ing  these acts, we are certain ly  not represen ting  C hrist 
and that ou r C hristian  w itness is certain ly  m arred . 1 have a 
p rob lem  w ith hate being hurled  at any group. Y our article 
w as very helpful.

You su g g e s t w e shou ld  sta rt by c lean in g  house  in ou r 
churches. P lease tell m e how  w e go about do ing  that. A lso, 
how  do w e dea l w ith  the  p e rso n  w ho  is a C h ris tia n  bu t 
ho lds to  som e ideas tha t we feel certain ly  are not accep t
able, such as hom osexuality?  I d o n 't feel I can sit in ju d g 
m ent o f  o thers, that the H oly S pirit is to  conv ic t these peo 
p le . P e rh a p s  I h av e  a n sw e re d  m y ow n  q u e s tio n , in tha t 
these people need prayer.

Penny Kehus, Bishop, Calif.

“V anilla” C hristian s
T he M ay issue is sim ply dynam ite! A nd I have not even 

fin ished  read ing  it all yet! In particular, I w anted  to  m ention 
a sta tem en t tha t C. N eil S tra it m ade in his artic le  “W e’re 
Fam ily .” He states: “W e m ust be com m itted  to the fam ily—  
even w hen  th rea tened  by those w ho w ant to  m ake us van il
la in a  needy . . . w orld .” T hat has stuck w ith  me. T he very

thought o f  being  “vanilla” in a w orld crying for som ething 
“ ta s t ie r .” A  C h r is t ia n ity  w ith  som e “ f la v o r” in s te a d  o f  
som eth ing  b land and unappealing . . . . M ay G od deliver us 
from  being "van illa” C hristians!

Linda Wilson. Dunkirk, Ind.

F lam es o f  H oly L ove

A special heartfelt thanks to  R oderick  T. Leupp fo r the 
tru ly  great article “F lam es o f  H oly L ove” in the June issue 
o f  the Herald. It is badly  needed for tim es like these. It was 
rem in iscen t o f  o the r ho liness articles that appeared  in the 
H erald  over the years. W ithout question , the m odern H oli
ness M ovem ent C hristians in A m erica  w ould  find  the air 
hard  to  breathe at such m ajestic spiritual heights. K eep up 
the good w ork, and m ay G od b less you.

E rnest H. Stenger, via E-mail

Flaw s in E ditorial

T here are som e real flaw s in S tephen G reen ’s guest ed i
torial (June 1998) titled “Focus on the C hurch: The H ope 
fo r C hristian  M arriages.” T he subject is far too  com plex for 
a 750-w ord  ed itorial. Perhaps readers w ould  benefit from  
R odney C lap p ’s book  Fam ilies a t the Crossroads: Beyond  
Traditional and M odern  O ptions, In terV arsity  P ress. The 
en tire book  should  be read, not ju s t chapter 4.

J. Paul Turner, Olathe, Kans.

G reat M agazine; Fake Photos

I received  my June issue yesterday and, as usual, am  en
jo y in g  it. It is a w onderful m agazine. I have one m inor crit
ic ism , though , that I w ou ld  like to  pass along. I find  the 
C om stock  pho tos o f  beau tifu l, perfec t peop le to  be com 
pletely  out o f  place in the m agazine. T hey stand out like a 
sore thum b, like w ax trees in a forest, o r m annequins in a 
crow d. They are too  unreal for me, obvious fakes.

T hanks fo r your consideration , and thanks for producing 
my favorite  publication . H erald  o f  H oliness is the best!

D ick Ruble, via E-mail

I l lu s tr a te d  B ible Life  an n ou n ces n e w  trip s to  
ISRAEL an d  GERMANY

J o in  f e llo w  N a za ren e S u nd ay  S ch oo l te a c h e r s  an d  s tu d e n ts  on  a life -c h a n g in g  tr ip  
to  th e  w orld  o f  th e  B ib le an d  th e  b e g in n in g s  o f  th e  P r o te sta n t  Church. H osted  an d  led  by  

N a za ren e  Sunday S ch oo l ed ito rs , w r iters, an d  p ro fesso rs .

Israel, Jordan, Sinai, Egypt Germany Reformation Tour
This unique and personalized tour Includes a day at the millennial celebration o f the
covers all the major biblical sites historic Oberammergau Passion Play,

in the Holy Land. and optional Switzerland/Austria Tour
D eparture  d ate— M arch  I, 1999 D eparture Date— M ay 30,2000

For complete itinerary, costs, and registration information, contact:
R andy Cloud, N azaren e H ead q u arters, 6401 T he Paseo, K ansas City, MO 64131 

816 333 7000, ex t. 2364
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by Joyce Williams

T
he warm spring breeze ca
ressed our faces that Satur
day morning as we walked 
the streets of our church’s 
neighborhood south of Kel
logg. The Yellow Brick 
Road— as Kellogg is 

known— slices through Wichita, 
Kansas, severing our church from 
that area by six lanes of zooming 
traffic. Several of us met that morn
ing to call on our neighbors in that 
transient, inner-city area. Sadly,

“My mama and me— we don’t do 
church.”

I pressed on, “But guys, we have 
a great gym where kids can play.” 

Suddenly their eyes lit up with a 
spark o f interest. “You have a gym? 
We could play basketball there?” 

“You sure could.” Then I proceed
ed to tell them about teen activities.

Then Stephen said, “Like I said, 
my mom and me don’t like church 
stuff. But I have a little brother 
named David who really does.”

drive-by shootings are not uncom
mon, and drugs have become a way 
of life for many. This little pocket is 
filled with people who need to know 
that Jesus loves them— and so do 
we. We prayed that the Holy Spirit 
would go before us, prepare the way, 
open hearts, and protect us. Then we 
got into our cars, drove under Kel
logg, parked, and began knocking on 
doors, careful to keep each other in 
sight.

My first door opened hesitantly. A 
curly-haired, little boy said, “Hi, I ’m 
Trevor.” Then he yelled, “Mama, 
somebody’s here!” Somewhat reluc
tantly, his mother came to the door. I 
told her who I was and asked if she 
went to church.

“I ’m Sharon, and I go some
times,” she answered. However, she 
was uncertain o f her church’s name.

I pointed over my left shoulder. 
“My husband pastors that church 
across Kellogg. We’d sure love for 
you and Trevor to come visit us.”

Two 12-year-olds rode up on their 
bikes. Sharon introduced me to her 
son Kenny and his friend Stephen. I 
asked them if they went to church. 
Emphatically they replied in unison 
with a resounding no!

Again, I pointed over my shoulder 
and told them that was my church 
across the street. Stephen responded,

Intrigued, I queried, “W here’s 
David? Could I meet him ?”

“H e’s at home—just down the 
street.”

After Sharon promised to visit 
Sunday, I followed the boys to 
Stephen’s home. Larry, our chil
dren’s pastor, was knocking on 
doors on the other side of the street.

Stephen leaned his bike against 
the tumbledown front porch and 
yelled into the house, “David, some
body wants to talk to you.” Almost 
immediately, a towheaded eight- 
year-old erupted from the front door.

I told him who I was and pointed 
up the street to my church. “Your 
brother tells me you like God and 
going to church.”

Without hesitation, David im m e
diately responded, “I sure do. Some 
nights I even get Mom to pray with 
me before I go to sleep.”

Stephen quickly spoke up, “But 
M om and me don’t like that church 
stuff.” About that time Larry joined 
us, and I introduced him to the boys. 
Several people wandered in and out 
of the house as we talked.

“David, do you have friends who 
don’t go to church?” I continued.

“Yep— bunches. And they sure 
need church.”

“Would you introduce me to your 
neighbors?

“You betcha!”
“L et’s make sure it’s OK for you 

to go with m e.”
When I stepped into the living 

room, David introduced me to Jim, 
his stepfather. Several men were in 
the house, and I noticed they were 
acting rather strange. After getting 
Jim ’s permission, 1 quickly returned 
to the front porch with David.

As we started down the steps, a 
car pulled into the driveway. A thin, 
pretty blond in tight shorts and T- 
shirt opened the door, her cigarette 
dangling.
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"But mum and me don't 
liKe that church stuff."

I followed Vicki into the sanctu
ary, and there sat that longhaired, 
toothless addict. I sat down beside 
him, whispering, “I’ve never 
stopped praying for you.

C o n tin u ed  on  n ex t p a g e

floor and touched her elbow. “Vicki, 
could I pray with you and David be
fore we go?”

“1 reckon.”
I put my hands on their shoulders 

and prayed briefly, asking God to 
bless their home. Imagine my amaze
ment when I looked up and saw 
black rivers coursing down Vicki’s 
cheeks. I’ll never forget what she 
said as she wiped her face. “All of 
my life my mama, a radio preacher 
from Newton, Kansas, has prayed 
that somebody like you would knock 
on my door. Mama kept praying and 
trusting all these years that we would 
get back to God.” She brushed away 
more tears and promised to be in 
church the next day.

Our group set off with David 
leading the way, going from house 
to house. David asked matter-of- 
factly, “Do you like old people?”

“Why sure,” I agreed.
The congenial lad led us to a 

home several blocks away where he 
mowed the grass. A man younger 
than me (old people, indeed!) 
opened the door and invited us to 
come in— even though he and his 
mother were eating lunch. David in
troduced us to Richard and Neila, 
and we talked with them while their 
soup cooled. When Neila answered 
the phone, Richard began to share 
about his fears. A heart-hunger 
showed in his eyes, and I asked him 
if he would like to have the peace 
and joy in his life that only come 
through knowing Christ. He quickly 
answered yes. By then Neila re
turned, and we all joined hands.
With David right in the middle, they 
accepted the Lord as their Savior. I 
was reminded of the scripture “A lit
tle child will lead them” (Isaiah 
1 1 : 6 b ,  n i v ) .

Comstock

“Hi, M om !” David said. She 
waved, flipped her cigarette away, 
and began to unload groceries. I 
walked over to her and introduced 
myself.

“I’m Vicki,” she said.
David and I helped her with the 

groceries. “Dad said I could go with 
them to talk about their church,” my 
new little friend said. “OK?”

Vicki shrugged her shoulders and 
said, “ I guess so. Be careful now. 
You hear ?”

As she turned to open the door, I 
stepped across a hole in the porch

Larry and I walked David back to 
his home and rejoined the others 
from our church. We could hardly 
wait for Sunday to see how many 
would really come. Imagine our de
light when Sharon, Trevor, Kenny, 
Vicki, Stephen, David, Richard, and 
Neila came, and 14 new people 
came to Monday night open gym.

In the days ahead, we rejoiced in 
victories and dealt with struggles. We 
discovered that Jim and Vicki were 
addicted to drugs. (They told me later 
that we had interrupted a drug deal 
that Saturday at their house. No won
der so many people were traipsing in 
and out!) The next week, David’s 
family was evicted from their house. 
Our Affirmers Class helped them find 
another place to live, but they soon 
dropped out of sight. Sharon, Trevor, 
and Richard became very faithful and 
regular attenders. David came spo
radically. A few months later, Sharon 
joined the church.

About 18 months later, I had fin
ished teaching our Affirmers Class 
on Sunday morning when an usher 
rushed to get me. “The Rolands are 
here.”

Incredulously, I hurried up the 
stairs. I could hardly believe my 
eyes. There stood Vicki Roland—  
looking great! In my own “tactful” 
way, I exclaimed, “Vicki, what hap
pened to you? You’re stunning!”

Smiling from ear to ear, she an
swered, “I gave my heart to God and 
quit drugs!”

Tears streamed down my face as I 
hugged her. We did a little dance of 
joy right there in the church foyer. 
Then she said, “Jim ’s here, and he 
wants to see you.”
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I n a  W o m an ’ s V oice
THE DAY WE CROSSED KELLOGG
Continued from page 7

“It’s worked,” Jim  said with a 
smile. “I ’ve come today to give my 
heart to God.”

“That’s great! Come and sit with 
me.”

The couple followed me down the 
aisle. At the close of the service 
when the invitation was given, Jim 
nudged me, stepped into the aisle, 
and knelt at the altar. Jim quit drugs 
right then— cold turkey.

There have been many tough 
times for Jim and Vicki, but they are 
growing in the Lord and bringing 
people to church. David is so proud 
that his whole family— even 
Stephen— rarely misses a service. 
Jim even portrayed a thief on the 
cross in our “Living Pictures of 
Easter” drama two years in a row. 
Oh, yes— Jim was the thief who 
went to paradise.

Our hearts were deeply moved

"I gave my heart to
** ■ -  • ■ ■ / /

when Jim, Vicki, and Richard joined 
the church. And that same Sunday 
the entire congregation applauded 
when they were baptized. Jim and 
Vicki conducted a backyard Bible 
school the following summer with 
over 50 kids attending and several 
giving their hearts to the Lord. Jim 
and Sharon help with After School 
Adventure, a latchkey program for a 
neighborhood school. Richard stays 
after class each Sunday to clean the 
coffeepot.

Not long ago, my husband an
nounced that it was time for another 
church membership class. When they 
got home from church that day, 
Stephen asked Jim, “Am I old 
enough to go to that class and join the 
church?” When Jim asked me, I said 
a huge yes. Stephen and his mom had 
come a long way from that day when 
he told me they didn’t “do church.”

All I can say is— I’m so glad we 
crossed Kellogg! ^

When a Friend Says 
She’s a Lesbian

MARLO M . SCHALESKY

Mario M. Schalesky is a Christian novelist 
and freelance writer. She and her pastor 
husband, Bryan, live in Gilroy, California.

T he  l u n c h  s ta rted  o u t  ju st like every 
other lunch we’d ever had. I ordered the 
mu shu pork. She ordered beef with oyster 
sauce. I asked for fried rice. She wanted 
white. Then, with chopsticks in hand, we 
dug into our food. Nothing unusual, noth
ing surprising— that is, until 
we were halfway through the 
meal.

I had just lifted my teacup 
to my lips w hen A nn, my 
f rie n d  since  h igh  schoo l, 
looked me straight in the eye 
and said, “Mario, I ’m a les
bian.” Boom. Just like that.

“ Um, uh, y o u ’re a . . . ■ ■ ■
gulp," was my oh-so-articu- 
late response. I had no idea what to say 
next. Should I blast her with my convic
tions? Tell her the gay lifestyle is sinful? 
Or should I just nod and say, “Well, that’s 
great,” even though such words would be 
a lie? How would Jesus respond?

The first thing to remember, say Anita 
W orthen and Bob D avies, au th o rs  o f 
Som eone I Love Is Gay (In te rV ars ity  
Press), is that God condemns homosexual 
behavior but not homosexuals as people. 
It’s because of His love that He prohibits 
sexual behavior that He knows will harm 
us.

In fact, many lesbians who receive con

Should I tell 
her the gay 
lifestyle is 

sinful?

demnation, ridicule, or rejection by Chris
tians turn to homosexual organizations for 
the support they feel they need, thus be
coming more entrenched in their beliefs 
and behavior, says a spokesperson for 
Grace Unlimited, a ministry that helps ho
mosexuals leave the gay lifestyle.

So, rather than giving Ann the dumb
struck look, I should have shown her that I 
still value her by asking questions such as, 
“How long have you considered yourself a 
lesbian?” “What factors led you to think 
about homosexuality?”

But, I wondered, would such questions 
give the impression that I approved o f  
Ann's lifestyle?  Not at all, according to 
Worthen and Davies. Acceptance means 
“acknowledging what is true.” It recog
nizes the reality of a person’s choices and 
behavior. Approval, however, means “af
firming something as good or right.”

I certainly didn’t want to give my ap
proval, but I did want to communicate that 

I cared. After all, Ann and I 
had been friends for a long 
tim e, and as R alph  W aldo 
Emerson says, “A friend is a 
person with whom I may be 
sincere. Before him [or her], I 
may think aloud.” By asking 
questions and being a caring 
listener, I may have a greater 

mmmm opportunity to share my rela
tionship with Christ.

“In our day, to the person experiencing 
sam e-gender a ttrac tio n ,” says speaker 
Steve Calverley, “we have seemed much 
more interested in arguing that the 10 per
cent figure is more like 1 or 2 percent than 
in telling them the good news— God loves 
them. Fully. Completely. In regard to per
centages, remember the Good Shepherd. 
Would Jesus leave the 99 percent to search 
for the 1 percent? Does He ask any less of 
us?”

So, I guess w hat’s really important is 
that I love as Jesus does, even when a 
friend tells me with her chopsticks in beef 
with oyster sauce that she's a lesbian. Kq
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Guest Ed ito r ia l

Your Life in the 
Plan of God

W. Mark Greathouse, a layman from 
Nashville, serves as a representative to 
the General Board from the Southeast 
Region.

“ G o d  h a s  a  p l a n  f o r  y o u r  l i f e ”  has 
becom e a popu la r saying. O ur under
s ta n d in g  o f  th is s ta te m en t, how ever, 
varies g rea tly  dep en d in g  on o u r age, 
p lace  in life , and o ther fac to rs . M ost 
o f  us co u ld  o ffe r  sev era l in te rp re ta 
tions o f  the sta tem ent. W hat is G o d ’s 
plan  fo r you r life?

C erta in ly  one answ er is that G o d ’s 
plan  is fo r us to  be a holy people. In 
D e u te ro n o m y  7 :6 , G o d  sp e c if ic a lly  
sta te s  H is p lan : “F o r you  are a ho ly  
people to  the L o r d  your G od” ( n a s b ) .  

A lth o u g h  G o d  d e a l t  d i r e c t ly  w ith  
m a n y  in d iv id u a ls  in th e  O ld  T e s ta 
m ent, those in leadersh ip  in particular, 
the “p lan" w as fo r H is people, p lural. 
T h e  S c r ip tu r e s  o f te n  sp e a k  o f  H is 
people collectively .

Even though  personal responsib ility  
f ig u re s  m o re  p ro m in e n tly  s in c e  the  
com ing  o f  C hrist, the co llec tive  nature 
o f  G o d 's  p la n  re m a in s  p r im a ry :  to  
raise a lioly peop le  ”p redestinate[d] to 
be c o n f o r m e d  to  th e  im a g e  o f  h is  
S on” (R om ans 8:29).

F o r us as in d iv id u a ls , c o n fo rm in g  
to  H is  p la n  sh o u ld  b e  o u r  l if e lo n g  
g o a l. B e in g  a h o ly  p e o p le  th en  b e 
com es the co llec tive  goal o f  all o f  us 
as  w e  s e e k  to  b e a r  th e  im a g e  o f  
C hrist, allow ing  Jesus to  be the stan

dard  by w hich we conduct o u r lives.
G o d ’s c h o o s in g  to  w o rk  th ro u g h  

His holy people has im portan t im pli
ca tions fo r the ind iv idual and for the 
com m unity  o f  C hrist.

G o d ’s p lans are greater. T he plans 
o f  G od fo r His people are g rea ter than 
(precede) the p lans He has for any one 
in d iv idual. T he g roup  is m ade up o f  
in d iv id u a ls , b u t G o d ’s p u rp o se s  are 
not con tro lled  or changed  in substance 
by the ac tions o f  one ind iv idual. His 
purposes w ill be carried  out. O ur par
tic ipation  in H is plan is fo r ou r bene
fit, not H is. H is w ill fo r H is peop le  
w ill be ca rried  ou t reg a rd le ss  o f  m y 
cooperation . I bear individual respon
sib ility  fo r m y fitting  into His plans. I 
do  not b ea r the responsib ility  fo r the 
success o r failure o f  H is plan.

G o d ’s p la n  is  m o r e  im p o r ta n t .  
G o d ’s p lan  for His people as a group 
is m ore im portan t than any one ind i
v idual is. A t f irs t g lance , tha t s ta te 
m ent m ay seem  negative, but it really 
is  n o t.  H a v e  y o u  e v e r  
q u e s t io n e d  G o d  a b o u t  
unansw ered  prayer? W hen 
the o n e  b e in g  p rayed  for 
is m y loved one, that one 
is surely im portant. But if 
I b e lie v e  th a t G o d  has a 
plan for His people, there 
is com fort in know ing  that 
H is p lan  is at w ork , tha t 
He is in charge no m atter 
how  m y p ra y e rs  a re  a n 
sw ered.

G o d ’s p lan  p rov id es nurture. We
know  that m erely  being  in the group 
o f  H is p e o p le  d id  n o t n e c e s s a r i ly  
m ake a person  one o f  G o d ’s people. 
O n the o ther hand, being in the group 
o f  H is  p e o p le  d id  n o t h u r t  o n e ’s 
chances o f  learning w hat G o d ’s plans 
fo r His people w ere really  about. D ur
in g  4 0  y e a r s  in th e  c o n d i t io n s  o f  
S inai, a fa ther surely w ould  have had 
am ple tim e to tell his ch ild ren  o f  the

hope that w as w ith in  him . Individual 
a c c o u n ta b il i ty  fo r  a c c e p tin g  G o d ’s 
plan is m ade easier by being  a part o f  
His people.

G o d ’s p lan  rem ain s d esp ite  fa il
ure. “ 'F o r I know  the p lans I have for 
y o u ,’ d e c la re s  th e  L o r d ,  ‘p la n s  to  
p r o s p e r  y o u  a n d  n o t to  h a rm  y o u , 
plans to  give you hope and a fu tu re’” 
( J e r e m ia h  2 9 :1 1 , n i v ) .  T h e  w o rs t 
th in g  th a t c o u ld  h a v e  h a p p e n e d  to  
G o d ’s people did happen. They m iser
ably failed  G od tim e and tim e again, 
fa ilu re  th a t re su lted  in th e ir  b a n ish 
m e n t and  d isg ra c e  in B a b y lo n . B ut 
G od did not give up on His people or 
abandon His plans for them . The m ea
su re  o f  H is g rac e  e x te n d e d  b ey o n d  
their failu re— and ours too; it goes as 
far as is needed. The plan rem ains and 
is full o f  p rom ise for the future.

G o d ’s p lan  is forever. In R ev e la 
tio n  2 1 :3 , Jo h n  sees in to  the  fu tu re  
and says that “the dw elling  o f  G od is 
w ith m en, and he will live w ith them . 
T h e y  w ill be h is  p e o p le ,  an d  G od  
h im self will be w ith them  and be their 
G od” ( n i v ) .  This clim actic portion  o f 
the plan o f  G od is not a  p ie-in -the-sky  
happy ending  to a sw eet story. It is the 
m e e tin g  o f  th e  C re a to r  w ith  th o se

gathered from  the ages w ho have ex 
perienced the reality o f  being the true 
people o f  God.

F or m e, seeing my life as a part o f 
G o d ’s m aster plan for the ages gives 
m e co m fo rt and co u rag e  to  face  the 
f u tu r e  in  th e  k n o w le d g e  th a t  “ in  
every th ing  G od w orks for good with 
those w ho love him , w ho are called  
a c co rd in g  to  h is p u rp o se ” (R o m an s 
8:28, r s v ) .  m

God’s plan for His people as a 
group is more important than 
any one individual is.
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by Leanore M. Button

I
t m ay  h a v e  b e e n  th e  
n ig h t I h ea rd  the  m is
s io n a ry  f ro m  A f r ic a  
speak in our church. O r 
perhaps it was w hen m y 
best friend, Sally  B arnes, 
m o v ed  aw ay  an d  le f t m e 
three little plants to rem em ber her 

by. W hatever the cause, it b rought 
m e up short in my C hristian life. W hat 
was I doing for Christ?

The night the m issionary spoke, she told 
us o f her work. Then she said, “I 'v e  told you 
ab o u t how  I do m y w ork . N ow  I w o u ld  lik e  to 
know  how you do your w ork for the L ord .”

M y work. W hat w ork? I w ent to church each Sun
day, d rinking  in the W ord, and then 1 w ent hom e. I 
d id n ’t know m y next-door neighbor nor anyone on my 
block except Sally, and she was already a C hristian.

The day the m overs cam e for S ally ’s furniture, she 
brought m e a box with three little plants in it. “ I know 
you aren’t into plants, M ollie, but these are to rem em 
ber me by.”

She threw  her arm s around me, and we had a good 
cry.

“M oll, m aybe you could  use those little  p lants to 
take to som e elderly people or . . . well, whatever. Re
m em b er how  the  m issio n a ry  at ch u rch  ta lk ed  that 
night about m aking friends w ith people so we could 
share Jesus w ith them ? H ow about using these little 
p lants? M aybe they w ould help you to get your foot in 
som eone’s door.”

A fter Sally left, I asked the Lord to show m e how to 
share Jesus, how to serve Him. I decided I w ould go to 
A lic e  W o o d s, w h o  w o rk e d  in the  o ff ic e  w h e re  I 
w orked. She had been in a bad autom obile accident

and was having a slow  recovery. 1 found her propped 
up in bed, w atching TV and looking bored. “Oh, M ol
lie! H ow nice!” she cried, taking the little plant from 
m e and holding it on her lap. “I will be able to care for 
it and watch it grow — or d ie .” She grinned.

“You ca n 't kill that one," I assured her.
My heart w as already pounding, and my m outh was 

dry. Silently, I asked for help.
“A lice,” I said, “ if you had been killed in that acci

dent, w here w ould you be now ?”
A lic e 's  ey e s  w id en e d . “ W hy six  fe e t u n d er, o f  

course. Now, M ollie, it was nice o f  you to bring me a 
plant, but d o n ’t preach to me. O K ?”

That sure d id n ’t do m uch for my sharing. R ejection. 
It w as so hard to take. I went hom e feeling that w it
nessing w asn ’t my calling.

I spen t a lot o f  tim e in p rayer. I to ld  the L ord  1 
d id n ’t know  w hat He w anted m e to do, that 1 had been 
a failure in sharing Him  w ith A lice W oods. I w ould be 
w illing to teach a Sunday School class or visit the e l
derly, but I w asn’t brave enough to do personal evan
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gelism . B esides, w o u ld n 't I be sharing by teaching or 
visiting?

In the m eantim e, C ourtney Brent m oved into S a lly ’s 
house. I heard her husband was a stockbroker and she 
was som e kind o f business executive. I w aved to her 
now  and then , bu t she never w aved  back. As I had 
continued to  pray for the leading o f  the Lord, I was a 
little upset by constant thoughts o f  Courtney. I d id n 't 
see how  I w ould  have the courage to go to her. But 
one Saturday  m orning, I selected  the prettiest o f  my 
tw o rem aining plants and knocked on her door.

“ I’m  M ollie A nderson ,’’ I told her. “I live across the 
street.”

C o u rtn ey  sm iled , and  I th o u g h t how  e leg an t she 
looked  in her ex p en siv e  b usiness su it w ith  her hair 
done in the latest fashion. H ere I was, nothing m uch, 
attem pting to  w in her friendship.

"W ell, Holly, com e in. But you m ight as w ell know 
I am  busy and have little tim e for get-togethers.”

“M ollie ,” I corrected  autom atically.
“Yes, w ell, M ollie, did you w ant som eth ing?”
T hat threw  m e for a m inute.
“ I . . . er . . . ju s t w anted to get acquainted.

A f te r  a l l ,  y o u  a re  m y n e ig h b o r ,  a n d  I 
thought you m ight like a little p lan t.”

She d id n 't m ake any m ove to take the 
p la n t .  “ I r e a l ly  d o n ’t h a v e  t im e  fo r  
p lants. In fact, I d o n 't  even like them .
Perhaps you have a friend  w ho w ould 
like it. Oh, th ere’s m y phone!"

So m uch fo r  that, I thought, my eyes 
stinging w ith tears as I trundled the lit
tle p lant hom e again. She had m ade it 
c lear she did not w ant nor expect friend
ship.

N o  o n e  in c h u r c h  n e e d e d  a S u n d a y  
School teacher, and the youth had a great d i
rector already. I m ade a halfhearted  stab at calling 
on M rs. N eal, a church  m em ber in a nursing  hom e. 
She seem ed  g lad  to  have  co m p an y , b u t she d id n ’t 
know  w ho I w as and w a sn ’t in te re sted  in hav ing  a 
plant to care for. So I was back to Courtney. I felt de
feated, inadequate. How could I possibly share Jesus 
w ith anyone if I co u ld n 't find a way to be a friend to 
those around me?

I prayed. I asked G od to give m e a real love in my 
h ea rt fo r  C o u rtn ey . I k n ew  th a t p ed d lin g  m y little  
p lants w asn ’t m uch o f  an effort, but I felt if I could 
build a bridge o f friendship, she m ight be w illing to let 
me tell her about w hat the Lord had done for Sam  and 
me. So I tried harder.

W hen she and her husband, Harry, w ent on vaca
tion, I offered to care for their dog. She cam e a few 
tim es in answ er to my invitation for coffee on Satur
day  m o rn in g . S he  ev en  a sk ed  m e o v e r o n ce . A nd 
w hen I invited them  to have T hanksgiving dinner with 
us, they cam e.

At C hristm as, C ourtney w ent to visit her parents in 
New England. She asked m e to look after Petey, the

dog. “H arry isn ’t going, M ollie. He w on’t be hom e a 
lot, so Petey w ould be a lot better o ff w ith you.”

W hen she returned and cam e over to pick up the dog, 
I told her to sit dow n at the table w hile I m ade coffee. 
Instead, she walked restlessly around my kitchen, pick
ing things up and putting them down again.

“ M o llie ,” she said  at last, “ I d o n ’t know  how  to 
thank  you fo r k eep ing  P etey .” She sat dow n at the 
table. “ I have to tell you that H arry left m e.”

It was a real shocker. I had thought them  an ideal 
couple.

“Oh, no!” I said. I got dow n on my knees beside her 
and put my arm s around her. The tears were running 
dow n her cheeks.

“W hat am  I going to do, M ollie?”
I began  to  te ll her how  m uch G od loved  her and 

how  He w ould give her the com fort she needed if  she 
w ould only give Him  her heart.

“ I d o n ’t know , M o llie . I d o n ’t know . I ’ve never 
thought m uch about God. He is m uch too busy to con
sider m y  p roblem s.”

“He is never too busy, C ourtney.” I brought her a 
box o f tissues. “He sees your every need. He 

sees when your heart is burdened. He really 
loves you. Do you know that He sent His 

m ost precious possession. H is Son, dow n 
to die for you ? ”

“ H ow  can I find  H im  then, M ollie? 
S o m eh o w  you seem  to be so happy, 
know ing H im , trying to tell me about 
Him, taking my rudeness that day you 
brought me the little plant, keeping Pe

tey.’’
“But, you see, C ourtney," I said slow 

ly, “that is the reason I d idn’t give up on 
you. I w anted to be your friend, and in do

ing so, I w anted to share the greatest thing in 
my life with you— Jesus. Let me tell you w hat He 

has done for Sam  and m e.”
For an hour I shared Jesus with her, G o d ’s strength 

banishing m y w eakness and fear. Then we knelt and 
p rayed , and C ourtney  becam e H is ch ild . Suddenly , 
happily, I realized  that it w asn ’t im possible to share 
Jesus w ith  anyone as long as I p e rm itted  the H oly 
Spirit to lead the way.

How C ourtney changed after that! She was so en 
thusiastic that she won her cousin the first week. On 
the strength o f G o d ’s love, she was able to cope w ith
out Harry. She decided  to go back to N ew  England 
w here her parents w ere, and I gave her the second lit
tle plant to rem em ber m e by. There were tears in her 
eyes as she took it.

“Thanks, M ollie. You have helped me in so m any 
ways. I ’ll alw ays treasure this little reject. And every 
tim e I w ater it, I will rem em ber you.”

Y esterday a fam ily with four kids, a grandm other, 
and tw o dogs m oved into C ourtney’s house. I’m going 
to take my last little plant over and get acquainted. I 
m ay even go out and buy three m ore little plants! ^

“What am I 
qoinq to do, 

Mollie?”
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News
Prepared by Herald  Staff and the Nazarene Communications Network News

Pastor’s Wife Dies in Dakota Tornado
Gloria Satterlee, 70, wife o f W ard Sat- 
terlee, Nazarene pastor in Spencer,
S.Dak., was killed when a tornado 
ripped through the tiny town o f Spencer

on May 30. 
The Satter- 
lees were 
descending 
the stairs to 
the parson
age base
m ent when 
the tornado 
hit, accord
ing to 
Richard

The Nazarene parsonage a t Reynolds, 
Spencer, S .D ak., a fte r the Nazarene
vio lent tornado h it the tow n. D isaster Re

sponse
(NDR) district coordinator. Mrs. Satter
lee was crushed by the collapse of the 
building, and Rev. Satterlee sustained 
cuts, bruises, and fractured ribs.

In this destructive storm with winds 
exceeding 200 mph, five people were 
killed and 150 injured. The Nazarene 
church and parsonage were leveled 
along with most buildings in the town, 
including three other churches.

W hen South Dakota G overnor Bill 
Jankow called for volunteers to help

Bowers Inducted into 
Infantry Hall of Fame

Chaplain Col. Curt 
Bowers was inducted 
into the 327th Infantry 
Regiment Hall o f 
Fame May 22, an hon
or no other chaplain 
has received from  the 

101st A irborne Division.
Bowers, director o f Chaplaincy M in

istries for the Church of the Nazarene. 
joined 10 other inductees in a ceremo
ny at Fort Campbell, Ky. “I was hum
bled to be selected with those brave 
Airborne troops who served in Vietnam 
with the 101st,” Bowers said. “Many of 
them were decorated for bravery, and 
some were severely wounded.”

Bow ers’s photo is permanently dis
played in the Hall o f Fame at the 1st 
Brigade Headquarters, Fort Campbell.

with cleanup, more than 8,000 people 
arrived on June 11. Also, more than 
$630,000 was raised via a telethon.

Spencer, S.Dak., has been approved 
as a 10 Percent Special, according to 
Neil M acPherson, NDR regional coor
dinator. Also a fund has been estab
lished to help Rev. Satterlee with funer
al expenses.

The funeral for Gloria Satterlee was 
held June 6 in M itchell, S.Dak., at First 
Church o f the Nazarene.

The Satterlees have pastored and 
lived in Spencer for the past 30 years, 
except for a 6-year pastorate in Pierre,
S.Dak.

Satterlee 
is survived 
by her hus
band o f 52 
years; two 
sons, Ed of 
Spring Hill,
Kans., Rev.
W ard Jr. o f 
Detroit 
Lakes,
Mich.; and 
several Spencer Church of the
grandchil- Nazarene follow ing the  tor- 
j ren  nado on M ay 30.

Photos by Jeff and Rhonda Hayes

TNU Grad Named Interna
tional Humanitarian PA
Anne W. Dean o f Alexandria, Va., has 
been nam ed International Humanitarian 
Physician A ssistant (PA) o f the Y ear by 
the American Academy o f Physician 
Assistants (AAPA). Dean was honored 
on May 27 at the annual PA conference 
in Salt Lake City.

Dean is currently working in western 
Thailand, where she provides health 
care services to refugees from M yanm ar 
(formerly Burma). She is being honored 
for her continued dedication and work 
to increase the quality o f health care to 
this refugee community.

Dean is a ’96 graduate o f the Trevec- 
ca Nazarene University (TNU) physi
cian assistants program. Before attend
ing PA school, she also worked in 
Thailand with the refugees as a teacher 
o f English and health education.

New District Superinten
dents Selected
Larry V. Wright
Larry V. Wright, 51, 
was elected superinten
dent o f the Southern 
California District, ac
cording to General Su
perintendent Jerry D.
Porter. The election came on the sev
enth ballot during the district assembly.

Wright has served as pastor of Bloom
ington, Calif., Church since 1987. Before 
this he served as a missionary to Zimbab
we in Africa and pastored churches in 
Florida and Arkansas.

The election was prompted by the re
tirement o f Maurice Hall, who has 
served as superintendent o f the South
ern California District since 1987.

Larry R. Fairbanks
Larry R. Fairbanks, 48, 
was elected superinten
dent o f the Northwest
ern Ohio District, ac
cording to General 
Superintendent James 
H. Diehl. The election came on the 12th 
ballot during the district assembly.

Fairbanks has served as pastor of 
Findlay, Ohio, First Church since 1992. 
Before this he pastored churches in 
Tennessee, Maine, Indiana, Kentucky, 
and Florida.

The election was prompted by the re
tirement of J. E. Shankel, who has 
served as superintendent o f the North
western Ohio District since 1988.

Jerry W. White
Jerry W. White, 62, has 
been appointed super
intendent of the Ari
zona District by Gener
al Superintendent John 
A. Knight with ap
proval by the Board of 
General Superinten
dents and in consultation with the Ari
zona District Advisory Council.

White has been superintendent o f the 
Northwest Oklahoma District since 
1991. Before this he pastored in Idaho, 
California, Texas, and Arizona.

W hite’s appointment was due to the 
retirement of Bill Burch, who has 
served as superintendent of the Arizona 
District since 1985.
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Louisiana Leads in Last Herald Campaign News Briefs
For the eighth consecutive year, 
Louisiana led all districts in the United 
States and Canada in the final Herald o f  
Holiness subscription drive, according to 
Nazarene Publishing House (NPH). The 
next campaign, which begins this fall, 
will be for subscriptions to Holiness To
day, the new denominational magazine.

“Once again Louisiana Nazarenes far 
surpassed their goal by reaching 118 
percent,” said Steve Wienecke, NPH di
rector o f marketing for church growth 
resources. “This is an amazing achieve
ment, and I commend the district.”

For the annual subscription drive, the 
U.S. and Canadian districts are divided 
into three groups based on average Sun
day morning worship attendance: group 
one (7,301 and up); group two (4,501 - 
7,300); and group three (up to 4,500).

Besides Louisiana (the top district in 
group three), other winners were South
west Indiana, which led group one for 
the fourth year in a row, and Illinois, 
which has led group two for the fifth 
consecutive year.

Each group had three winners, and 
each of the winning coordinators re
ceived gift certificates from NPH.

W. T. Dougharty Dies
W. T. “Bo” Dougharty,
69, interim  pastor at 
B irm ingham , Ala., First 
Church, died June 1 
from  an apparent heart 
attack.

D ougharty was a district superinten
dent from  1973 to 1994 on the N orth
east O klahom a and Kansas Districts. In 
his 45-year career, he pastored churches 
in Florida, Texas, Tennessee, O kla
homa. and Kansas. M ost recently he 
served as an area coordinator for S tew 
ardship Developm ent M inistries 
(SDM ), a position he held from  1994 to 
M arch o f this year. He was serving as a 
volunteer for the SDM office at the time 
of his death.

D ougharty is survived by his wife, 
Nell, and three children: son. Mark; 
daughter, M arilyn; and son, Kent, who 
is a N azarene m issionary, serving as the 
W est Africa field coordinator.

The winners in each group are as fol
lows:

Group 1— First place: Southwest In
diana (Rev. Gary Williamson, coordina
tor, and District Superintendent M. V. 
Scutt). Second place: West Texas (Rev. 
D. Wayne Hicks, coordinator, and Dis
trict Superintendent Charles E. Jones). 
Third place: Philadelphia (Rev. Walter 
F. Irons III, coordinator, and District Su
perintendent Talmage N. Haggard).

Group 2— First place: Illinois (Mrs. 
Gladys Corzine, coordinator, and Dis
trict Superintendent Allen H. Dace). Sec
ond place: Northwestern Illinois (Rev.
H. Mark Else, coordinator, and District 
Superintendent Crawford M. Howe). 
Third place: Pittsburgh (Rev. Richard 
Jones, coordinator, and District Superin
tendent Stephen W. Dillman).

Group 3— First place: Louisiana 
(Rev. Daniel J. Mappus, coordinator, and 
District Superintendent Gene C. Phillips). 
Second place: Alabama South (Rev. 
Charles Martin, coordinator, and District 
Superintendent J. Roy Fuller). Third 
place: Southeast Oklahoma (Mrs. Lou 
Noel, coordinator, and District Superin
tendent Ark Noel Jr).

Workers May Contribute 
to NCMI
This fall federal, postal, and military 
personnel in the United States may give 
to Nazarene Compassionate Ministries, 
Inc. (NCMI) through donations to the 
Combined Federal Campaign (CFC) by 
using the NCMI identification number, 
2018, according to Christy James, 
NCM I CFC coordinator.

During the annual fall CFC, federal 
em ployees are given an opportunity to 
contribute to charitable organizations 
through payroll deductions. NCM I is 
a participating organization.

James indicates that many corpora
tions also allow employee contributions 
to NCMI in their workplace campaigns. 
“Employees may ask for permission to 
write in NCMI as a United W ay recipi
ent if they wish,” James said.

NCM I provides assistance and re
lief in 119 world areas where the 
Church o f the Nazarene has officially 
entered.

Lewis Wins Dove Awards
Crystal Lewis, daughter o f Holland and 
M ary Lewis, won two Dove Awards at 
the annual Gospel Music Awards in 
Nashville. She was nominated for 
awards in five different categories and 
received awards for Female Vocalist of 
the Year and for Spanish Album o f the 
Year. Her father is pastor o f West Val
ley Church of the Nazarene in Yakima, 
Wash.

NNC Receives Large Grant
New methods for training teachers and 
a different approach to education in the 
college classroom  will be the focus of 
an $899,000 grant by the J. A. & 
Kathryn Albertson Foundation to 
Northwest Nazarene College (NNC), 
according to Dennis Cartwright, chair 
o f the education department. Phase one 
o f the new program began in July with 
selected faculty participating in a w ork
shop to learn the principles and practi
cal application of learner-centered ap
proaches to teacher education.

ENC Announces Honors Program
Incoming freshmen to Eastern Nazarene 
College (ENC) will have the opportuni
ty to participate in an honors program  to 
begin in the fall o f 1998. The program 
will com bine separate honors sections 
o f selected core courses with honors 
contracts in other areas, according to 
C liff Hersey, director o f academic ser
vices. Designed to encourage students 
to take part in the college’s travel pro
grams, the new plan will include a se
mester-long program in Rom ania and 
England.

Iowa Church Damaged by Storm
New Oaks Church of the Nazarene, 
W ashington, Iowa, was left standing in 
the midst o f a neighborhood ravaged by 
a tornado that flattened houses, accord
ing to M onte Asbury, pastor. The 
church lost some roof and ceiling, and 
one exterior wall was dangerously 
bowed, according to a city building in
spector, who suggested the congrega
tion meet elsewhere until repairs are 
made. A sbury 's home sustained signifi
cant dam age also.
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’ve been thinking about the church a w hole lot 
these days. N ot the building on 91st and L am ar 
(though it certainly needs thought and care). Not 
the congregation that assem bles there each w eek 
to w orship (though they certainly need thought 
and care too). But I ’ve been thinking about the 
Church, the Body o f Christ, G od’s alternative 

com m unity that lives in this w orld as resident aliens. 
How long does it take for people like you and m e to 
be shaped and form ed by God into that new, radically 
alternative com m unity the B ible calls Church ?

“W hite Jesus w as having dinner a t L e v i’s house, many to y  
cottectors a n d  sinners’ were eating w ith  him a n d  his disciptes, 
for there were many who fo ttow ed  him ” (M a r f  2:15, <hiv).

Doing in a Place
R ecently I spent an evening with a friend who 

serves in a m inistry position in another city. His 
church is located in a pretty tough neighborhood, an 
area that som e people w ould refer to as “the wrong 
side o f the tracks.” Crim e is ram pant, teenagers roam

Are newer churches really 
more effective at winning people 
to Christ?

A If new members received by 
profession of faith is an indicator of 
a church's evangelistic effectiveness, 
then it is true that new churches win 
more people to Christ per member. 
We know for sure that believers who 
attend new churches are more likely 
to invite their unsaved family, 
friends, and neighbors to church. Ob
viously, new churches provide new 
geographical—and perhaps cultural 
—points of entry for the unsaved. 
Most significantly, when Christians 
obediently undertake something 
great for God, like helping to start a 
new church, they inevitably experi
ence a true outpouring of His Spirit. 
One result is a renewed spiritual 
vigor that makes them uncommonly 
effective at sharing the gospel with 
those who are lost.

All
churches, young and old alike, can 
—and must—renew their passion 
to reach the lost for Jesus Christ. 
Starting strong new churches is a 
particularly effective program to 
accomplish this renewal.

the streets at night w ith no su
pervision , police cars scream  
through the area at all hours, 
and his parsonage is a regular 
target o f vandalism . So, w hat 
in the w orld is the church do 
ing in the m iddle o f  a neigh
borhood like that?

“W hen the teachers o f  the have 
w ho were dhaiisees sa w  him eat 
ing w ith  the 'sinners' a n d to y  cot
tectors, they ash ed his disciptes: 
‘W h y does he eat w ith  tay  ̂cottec
tors a n d  “sinners ”? ’ ” ( M a r f l:  16,
5V71).

M y friend at
tended  a m issions 
zone rally w ith o th 
er N azarene 
churches in his 

city. W hen he introduced 
h im self to the m issionary, he 
was asked w hat church he a t
tended. W hen he m entioned 
the nam e o f his church, a puz
zled look fell across the m is
s ionary’s face. Turning to his 
host, the guest com m ented, “ I 

thought you took m e around to see all o f the churches 
in your town. I d o n ’t rem em ber seeing this one.” The 
m issionary’s host, w ho belonged to one o f the church
es on the “right side o f the tracks,” responded in the 
presence o f  my friend, “Oh, w e d o n ’t go to  tha t side o f  
tow n! ”

M y question is: “ If we 
d on’t go there, w ho does?”

“On hearing this, Jesus sa id  
to them, ‘I t  is not the heatthy 
who need a doctor, 6ut the s i c f  I  have not come to ca tt the 
righteous, hut sinners”’ (M a r f  2:17, m v).

W hen the C hurch m akes statem ents like the one 
m ade by the m issionary ’s host, w e have ceased to be 
the C hurch— a com m unity  shaped by the w ord o f 
Christ. U ntil w e incarnate the spirit o f  C hrist and His 
love for lost hum anity ; until we act like His B ody in 
the m idst o f  a w icked and perverse generation; until 
we stop m aking statem ents such as, “We d o n ’t go to 
that side o f  tow n!” ; until we becom e the alternative 
com m unity  that lives as resident a liens  in a culture 
steeped in m aterialism , consum erism , and radical ind i
vidualism ; until that day w e m ust continue to hear the 
w ord o f  C hrist and be “transform ed by the renew ing 
o f  [our m inds].”

H ow  long will it take fo r people like you and me to 
truly becom e the C hurch? iq

What’s 
a Nice 
Church
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W o r d s  of Faith

Holiness

Rob L. S t a p le s  has made a career of 
reaching the Christian faith as a pastor 
and as a professor at Southern Nazarene 
University and Nazarene Theological 
Seminary.

T h e  w o r d  h o l i n e s s  d e s c r i b e s  the es
sential nature o f  G od. O ne o f  the great 
C h ris tian  h ym ns ad d resses  the  deity  
as  " H o ly ,  h o ly , h o ly !  L o rd  G o d  
A lm ig h ty !” an d  on e  o f  its  lin e s  is, 
"O n ly  T h o u  art h o ly — there is none 
beside T h ee .”

To say that G od is holy is sim ply to 
say that G od is G od. H oliness m eans 
"sep ara tio n .” "1 am  G od. and there is 
n o n e  like m e” (Isa iah  4 6 : 9 .  n i v ). T o 
be h o ly  m e a n s  b a s ic a lly  to  b e  “ se t 
apart."  It m eans to  be "d iffe ren t.” G od 
is d iffe ren t from  all created  th ings in 
te rm s o f  H is tran scen d en ce , m ajesty , 
m oral perfection , and sovere ign  love. 
T hat G od is holy m eans He is d iffe r
ent from  every th ing  that is not G od.

In describ ing  G od as the H oly O ne, 
the B ib le dec lares the m ajesty, glory, 
so v e re ig n ty , and u n fa th o m ab le  m y s
tery  that m ark  the d iv ine being. T hus, 
ho liness belongs to  the very defin ition  
o f  G od. E ven  love, w hich is the cen ter 
o f  the C hristian  concept o f  G od, m ust 
be seen aga inst the background  o f  H is 
ho liness.

G od a lone is holy. H is h o lin ess  is 
un ique to  Him and belongs to  no o ther 
b e in g ,  e x c e p t  as H e im p a r ts  it. It 
points to the inscru tab le m ystery  and

o th e rn e ss  o f  G od , to  the se p a ra tio n  
betw een  the C rea to r and the creatu re-
iy-

We begin  to  see the richness o f  the 
b ib lical understand ing  o f  G o d ’s ho li
n ess  in E x o d u s  3 :5 . T h e  g ro u n d  on 
w hich  M oses stands is ho ly  because  
G o d  is th e r e .  O n ly  G o d  a n d  th a t  
w hich is associa ted  w ith  H im  can be 
ca lle d  holy . H o lin e ss  is in se p a rab le  
from  G o d ’s presence.

F o llo w in g  M o se s ’ e n c o u n te r  w ith  
G od at the burning bush, m any things 
are called  holy in the O ld Testam ent. 
F o r in s tan c e , th e re  are ho ly  p laces, 
holy  vesse ls , ho ly  o il, ho ly  seasons, 
an d  ho ly  p e rso n s . B u t a ll th e se  are 
c a l le d  h o ly  fo r  o n e  r e a s o n — th e y  
s ta n d  in a p a r tic u la r  re la tio n  to  the 
holy G od. T hey  are substan tia lly  the 
sam e as o ther p laces, vessels, oil, sea
sons, and persons that are not ca lled  
holy. T he d ifference is that som e are 
set ap a rt for G od and  som e are not. 
T hus, w hen any o f  G o d 's  
c r e a t io n s ,  in c lu d in g  h u 
m an beings, are said to be 
holy  it m eans they are set 
apart for G o d ’s exc lu sive  
use.

Insofar as ho liness m ay 
be ascribed to beings o th 
er than G od, it is a deriva
tive o f  G o d ’s ho liness and 
has its orig in  in H im . This 
m eans that ho liness is first 
and  fo re m o s t a re lig iou s  
c o n c e p t an d  no t a m o ra l o r  e th ic a l 
one. In o ther w ords, its p rim ary  focus 
is vertical ra ther than horizontal. But 
holiness as it is progressively  revealed  
in the Bible takes on a secondary and 
co n seq u en tia l m ean in g  tha t is m oral 
and ethical (i.e.. horizontal), affecting 
all o u r  re la tio n s  w ith  o th e r  p e rso n s  
and w ith the created  order. This is be
cause G o d ’s holiness and His love are 
a lw a y s  re la ted . T he sam e ho ly  love 
that redeem s also dem ands that the re

deem ed be like H im . F ellow ship  w ith 
the H oly G od can only  be estab lished  
on the basis o f  holiness, “fo r it is w rit
ten: 'B e  holy, because I am  h o ly ’” (1 
Peter 1:16, n i v ).

T h e  f irs t  c o m m a n d m e n t d e f in e s  
w hat it m eans for a person to be holy: 
“You shall have no other gods before 
m e" (Exodus 20:3). O ne w ho is holy 
is one w ho has “no other gods.”

A lth o u g h  the h o lin e s s  o f  G o d , a 
central them e o f  the O ld Testam ent, is 
a ssu m ed  in the N ew  T estam en t, the 
la tte r  p la c e s  the em p h a s is  on  Je su s  
Christ. H oliness now  is defined  by Je 
sus C hrist and w ho He is. Jesus is the 
“ Holy O ne o f  G od” (M ark 1:24; Luke 
4:34; John 6:69, n i v ). H is incarnation 
and a to n em en t w ere fo r the purpose  
o f prov id ing  a way for unholy persons 
to be m ade holy and live in fellow ship  
w ith  a h o ly  G o d  (H e b re w s  1 2 :1 4 ; 
13:12). T hus, the te rm  b as ica lly  ap 
plied to G od in the O ld Testam ent is 
now  seen as G o d ’s provision  (C olos- 
sians 1:22), G o d ’s w ill (1 T hessaloni- 
an s  4 :3 -7 ) , an d  G o d ’s re q u irem e n t  
(H e b re w s  12:14; R e v e la tio n  22 :1 1 ) 
for every believer.

Jesus is the very em bodim ent o f  ho

liness . T h e re fo re  h o lin ess  is s im p ly  
C hristlikeness. m ade possib le only by 
divine grace. O n e’s holiness is not to 
be asce rta in ed  on the basis o f lega l
ism, em otionalism , or any other crite
ria that we, in our hum anity, are prone 
to  im p o s e .  T h e  o n ly  c r i t e r io n  is 
C hrist. G od is a C hristlike  G od. and 
b e lievers  are ca lled  to  be C hristlike . 
T he living G od w ho is holy love calls 
us to holy  living and loving as Jesus 
the Holy O ne lived and loved. ^

Holiness is simply 
Christlikeness, made possible 
by divine grace.

ROB L. STAPLES
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mu
THE 

UNHERALDED

K ripped with conviction, Ru
fus sat on the back pew bar
tering with God. The evan
gelist, after preaching 
forcefully and powerfully, 
extended the invitation. 
G od’s Spirit prodded, urging 

the 28-year-old prodigal to respond 
to His gracious call. As the battle

Rev 
ins

ay:
lie
ms

raged within, the young man mulish- 
ly refused to say yes.

Rufus E. Beckum certainly knew 
what he should do. He was born into 
a Nazarene parsonage, the fifth of 
eight children. God and the church 
were the center of the Beckum home.

Yet Rufus, the T. O. (theologian’s 
offspring), rebelled at a young age. 
He started smoking at six. Often his 
parents did not know of his where
abouts or “sinful” activities. As he 
grew up, his defiance of God, par
ents, church, and school only esca
lated. He took three years to com 
plete the eighth grade.

In desperation, his father enrolled 
his “wild boy” in Trevecca High 
School in Nashville, hoping against

by J. Wesley Eby

hope that the atmosphere of a 
Nazarene school would somehow 
salvage his wayward son. A few 
months later, jobless, cashless, and 
foodless, the wastrel returned 
home— humbled but unrepentant.

had missed his last chance to be
come a Christian. The Holy Spirit 
was working in Rufus's heart. As a 
result he found him self drawn to re
vival services at the Nazarene 
church next door.

16

One day the Jackson family 
showed up on the Beckums’ 
doorsteps. The Nazarene family, 
who had just arrived in Memphis, 
hoped the local Nazarene minister 

could help them locate available 
housing. That knock-on-the-parson- 
age-door encounter introduced Ru
fus to Betty, the oldest of the seven 
Jackson kids.

At first, Betty didn’t take a liking 
to Rufus, but the feeling evidently 
was not mutual. Later, he decided to 
pursue this pretty young thing. His 
strategy? Finding out where she 
worked, he would go to Wool- 
worth’s and ride the bus home with 
her. The strategy was successful. A 
courtship began, which resulted in 
marriage just five months later.

The young couple, after living 
several years in Oklahoma, moved 
back to Memphis, settling down 
next to Nazarene First Church. Al
though Betty was a Christian and 
faithfully participated in her father- 
in-law’s congregation, her husband 
“religiously” avoided anything to do 
with church.

Rufus’s wife 
and parents never 
gave up on him, 
praying daily for 
his salvation.
Even though he 
lived beside the 
church, he con
fessed he was 
afraid to step on
to the property, 
wondering if he

O n the back pew, Rufus negotiated 
with the Lord: “God, if this is my 
last chance to get saved, let my 

father ask me to go to the altar.” 
Soon he felt his dad’s hand on his 
shoulder. But the war raged on, and 
Rufus refused to go forward.

Under deep conviction, Rufus 
continued to bargain with God, 
"Send Mrs. Martin to talk with me.” 
Immediately, the saint was beside 
him, exhorting him to accept Christ. 
But, he stubbornly clung to his seat.

As Rufus wrestled with the Holy 
Spirit, he clinched the pew in front of 
him with white-knuckled fists. "O 
God, if this is absolutely the last 
chance I'll ever have to become a 
Christian, send Dad back one more 
time.” No sooner were the words 
prayed than his father returned. This 
time, the sinner surrendered, sprinted 
to the altar, and received Christ as 
Savior. He testifies with certainty that 
if he had not obeyed God that night, 
he would have been lost forever.

Soon after Rufus’s conversion, he 
obtained a local preacher’s license and



M asculine  J ourney

Peripheral Blindness

served as supply pastor in a small 
church in Tipton County, Tennessee. 
During this time he learned about the 
newly founded Nazarene Bible College 
(NBC) and believed that God was lead
ing him to enroll. He quit his job, sold 
their house, and migrated to Colorado 
Springs with his wife and three chil
dren— Tambry, Randy, and Ru Ann.

NBC proved to be a challenge. 
Full-time schooling and full-time 
employment put a strain on family 
life and finances. Still, three years 
later, with his fam ily's loyal support, 
Rufus E. Beckum was part of the 
first graduating class in 1970.

For the next 27 years, Rufus and 
Betty Beckum pastored six churches 
n Arkansas, Kansas, Illinois, and 
Tennessee— the last 4 years in the 
/ery church, Memphis First, where 
le was converted and where his fa- 
her had pastored for 34 years.

The Beckums, who retired a year 
igo, reside in Olathe, Kansas, near 
wo of their children. Although they 
low enjoy being ministered to in 
Tollege Church, they continue to 
ninister as well— praying, calling, 
upporting, encouraging.

Their son and second child, Ran- 
lell, is the chaplain and associate pro- 
essor of missions at MidAmerica 
fazarene University. He and his wife, 
.orie, were Nazarene missionaries in 
iurasia for more than a decade.

The Beckum s’ youngest daughter, 
tu Ann Bottles, and her husband, 
'im, also live in Olathe. They are 
art of a new church plant, Living 
lope Church of the Nazarene.

The oldest daughter, Tambry

Victor Schreffler is senior pastor of Blue 
Springs (Missouri) First Church o f the 
Nazarene.

H e r  d r y  h a c k  c u t  t h r o u g h  th e  
peaceful setting  o f  the S unday School 
c la s s . A s d if fe re n t  p ra y e r  re q u e s ts  
w ere  shared , the pauses 
w ere punctuated  and the 
re q u e s ts  in te r ru p te d  by 
the coughing.

W e c a r e f u l ly  w ro te  
dow n every  request.

W e d u t i f u l l y  b e g a n  
p r a y in g  th r o u g h  th e  
lis t— earn es tly  in te rced 
in g  f o r  s o m e o n e  w h o  
n e e d e d  a j o b ,  a l i t t l e  
g r a n d d a u g h te r  w h o  w a n te d  to  ge t 
clo ser to  Jesus, w isdom  regarding the 
purchase o f  a  hom e.

We w ere sincere.
We w ere com m itted .
We w ere doing the right thing.
A nd all the w hile our coughing sis-

Copeland, and her husband, Bob, live 
in Evansville, Indiana. They attend 
the Eagle’s Way Church of the 
Nazarene.

Admittedly, Pappy and Nana Beck
um cherish their roles as grandparents 
to their 10 grandkids.

Before Rufus’s father died, he re
peatedly announced that he and 
his wife had prayed for years that

te r  c o n tin u e d  “ in tru d in g ” up o n  o u r 
aw areness.

T h e n  it b e g a n  to  d a w n  on  m e —  
shades o f  the Jericho  road. A couple 
o f  p ro fessional clergy  cross the road 
to  avoid  dealing  with a needy man.

T he absurd  irony o f  it suddenly hit 
m e. I ’m  sitting next to a hurting  per
son  w h o se  p a r t ic u la r  n e e d  w as in 
escapably  obvious. I dutifu lly  m inister 
to  the needs o f  o thers w hile ignoring 
the ones closest to  hom e.

H usband, m ay 1 ask you about your 
w ife? H ave you taken a good look at 
her la tely? D o you have a c lea r p ic
tu re  o f  w h a t m ay  b e  w e ig h in g  h e r  
dow n?

M a y  I s u g g e s t  s o m e th in g ?  G e t 
alone w ith  her, ho ld  her hands, look 
her deep in the eyes, and say, “I love 

you. W hat you are going 
through is very im portant 
to  m e. H ow  can  I p ray  
f o r  th e  is s u e s  th a t  a re  
m o st d o m in a n t in  y o u r  
life right now ?”

A w ord  o f  cau tio n : I f  
she honors you by sh a r
in g  h e r  so u l w ith  y o u , 
d o n ’t g iv e  a d v ic e .1 Y et, 
d o n ’t d iscoun t the p ro b 

lem . D o n ’t im m ed ia te ly  assu m e the 
role o f  Mr. Fixit. H onor her by trea t
ing her vu lnerability  as a sacred  trust, 
and  then  p ray  fo r  h e r req u e s ts  as if  
g e ttin g  G o d ’s answ ers fo r her needs 
w as the m ost im portan t thing in your 
life. ’C ause it is. q,

God would call one of their sons into 
the ministry. But they never ever 
dreamed it would be Rufus. In chorus 
Rev. R. E. Beckum ’s children proudly 
declare, “We are so thankful it was!” 
And so do the hundreds of folks 
whose lives have been touched by 
Rufus and Betty Beckum, one of the 
unheralded parsonage couples in the 
Church of the Nazarene. ^

M e n , don’t 
immediately 

assume the role 
of Mr. Fixit.
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T H E  Q U E S T I O N  
B O X

C O N D U C T E D  BY W E S L E Y  D. T R A C Y

In Acts 20:35, Paul quotes Jesus as saying, “It is 
more blessed to give than to receive." Those words o f Je
sus do not appear in the Gospels. Can vou explain?

.A. The four Gospels do not give the com plete acts or 
words o f Jesus. Thus, the citation by Paul o f a saying o f Je
sus that does not appear in Matthew, Mark, Luke, or John 
does not mean that it is false or mistaken. M any sayings of 
Jesus were kept alive only by the oral tradition and are now 
lost. In ancient times books were scarce. The principal way 
to “keep” the teachings of the sages was to memorize them. 
However, many people did write about Jesus. Luke says that 
he wrote his Gospel to set the record straight, since so many 
“gospels” were floating around (Luke 1:1-4). Doubtless, as a 
m issionary com panion of Paul, he had run into m any of 
them. John also tells us that Jesus “did many other s ig n s . . . 
which are not written in this book” (John 20:30, n k j v ) .  He 
also notes that if one wrote all that Jesus did, "the world it
self could not contain the books” (21:25). There were so 
many stories o f Jesus that finally the Church had to decide 
on the ones it would regard as valid and inspired. The four 
Gospels in your Bible "made the cut.” Others dropped into 
obscurity. One such “gospel” included a lovely story about 
the boy Jesus at play with His pals. Working with clay, they 
decided to sculpt doves. The first boy’s dove looked good.

The second chap’s even better. But the dove made by the di
vine seven-year-old spread its wings and Hew away! Nice 
story, but not Scripture, the Church decided.

Is it true that an Iraqi wrote part o f the Bible?

. A . *  M aybe. A gur (see Proverbs 30) apparently  hailed 
from M assa, a town just north of the Persian G ulf in what is 
now Iraq. He came to believe in Jehovah, becam e a w ander
ing sage, drifted into Solom on’s court, and m ade quite an 
impression. Solomon dedicated Proverbs 30 to his wisdom. 
A gur claims to be more ignorant than most, but even stupid 
people can see G od’s truth. He taught (1) if  you dishonor 
your parents, you will yourself die in disgrace; (2) adultery, 
even though cleverly hidden, will destroy you; (3) if  you 
seek the beautiful things in life in sinful ways, they become 
impurities; (4) if  you exalt yourself, you will be despised; 
and (5) God is a shield to those w ho hide them selves in 
Him. To ignore these truths, Agur notes, is as dumb as tw ist
ing your own nose till it bleeds.

A gur the Iraqi's teachings were pre-Christian— he knew 
nothing o f salvation by grace through faith in Christ— and 
his intriguing ideas should be com plem ented by New Testa
ment truth.

800 - 877-0700  Fax: 1 -800-849-9827 E-mail: orders@waction.com

° t  topics, biblical 
studies, and core 
discipleship issues!
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NWMS Recognizes Outstanding D istricts
The General NWMS Office reports that the following 
districts were outstanding in achievement in 1996-97.

U.S. & CANADA DISTRICTS PAYING 
WORLD EVANGELISM FUND 

100%  OR MORE
Central Latin Am erican 110%

Northwestern Ohio 105%

Navajo Nation 104%

Canada Quebec 103%

M iss iss ipp i 103%

W ashington 103%

North F lorida 102%

South Carolina 102%

Houston 101%

Kansas C ity 101%

Louisiana 101%

Northeastern Indiana 101%

Northwestern Illin o is 101%

Oregon Pacific 101%

Western Latin Am erican 101%

Alabama North 100%

Alaska 100%

Eastern M ich igan 100%

Hawaii Pacific 100%

Ind ianapolis 100%

Southern C aliforn ia 100%

Southwest Indiana 100%

West V irg in ia  North 100%

W isconsin 100%

TOP TEN— WORLD MISSION
RADIO GIVING—-1 9 9 6 -9 7

Dallas $20,960

Northwest 16,710

Ind ianapolis 13,953

Northwestern Ohio 13,658

W ashington Pacific 13,334

Colorado 13,056

Illin o is 12,495

W ashington 12,378

P ittsburgh 12,369

M ich igan 11,882

WORLD MISSION RADIO OFFERING 
100 PERCENT PARTICIPATION 

1996-97
Interm ountain Northwestern Ohio

Iowa Oregon Pacific

M aine Pittsburgh

Nebraska San A ntonio

Northeastern Indiana Southwest Oklahoma

Northwest Oklahoma

TOP TEN— ALABASTER GIVING
1996-97

Northeastern Indiana $ 6 1 ,8 3 6

Eastern M ichigan 51,284

Southwestern Ohio 50,954

Akron 50,036

Northwest 49,843

Tennessee 49,625

M ich igan 46,255

Southern Florida 45,880

Central F lorida 42,580

Colorado 42,545

ALABASTER GIVING
100 PERCENT PARTICIPATION

1996-97
Akron Nebraska

Central Latin American Northwest Oklahoma

Interm ountain Northwestern Ohio

Iowa South Arkansas

M aine South Carolina

M ichigan Southwest Oklahoma

TOP TEN— MEDICAL PLAN GIVING
Georgia $12,527

South Carolina 12,319

Indianapolis 11,815

Northeastern Indiana 11,001

Southwestern Ohio 10,970

W ashington Pacific 10,766

Tennessee 10,474

Southwest Indiana 10,000

Eastern M ichigan 9,737

Northwest 9,737

MISSION AWARD DISTRICTS 1996-97

Central U.S.A. Kansas West Texas
Michigan Kansas City Southeast U.S.A.
Northeastern Indiana Minnesota Alabama North
Northern Michigan 
Northwestern Illinois

Missouri
Nebraska

Alabama South

Southwest Indiana 
Wisconsin

East Central U.S.A.
Akron
North Central Ohio

Northwest U.S.A.
Alaska
Colorado
Intermountain
Northwest

Central Florida 
Georgia 
Kentucky 
Mississippi 
North Carolina

Northwestern Ohio Oregon Pacific North Florida

Southwestern Ohio Rocky Mountain South Carolina
West Virginia North Washington Pacific Southern Florida

Eastern U.S.A. South Central U.S.A. Tennessee

Maine Central Latin American Southwest U.S.A.
New England Dallas Hawaii Pacific
Philadelphia Houston Northern California
Pittsburgh Louisiana Sacramento
Upstate New York North Arkansas Southern California
Virginia Northeast Oklahoma Western Latin American
Washington Northwest Oklahoma CaribbeanNorth Central U.S.A. San Antonio
Dakota South Arkansas Puerto Rico East

Iowa Southeast Oklahoma Eurasia
Joplin Southwest Oklahoma British Isles North
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V ital S ta tistic s

Deaths
D R . C LY D E  E R N E S T  A M M O N S , 8 6 , 

B e th a n y , O k la . , M a y  4 . 
A m m o n s  p as to red  m any 
years , in c lu d in g  29  years 
a t D a lla s  (T e x .)  C e n tra l 
C hurch . He a lso pastored 
five  chu rches in Iowa. He 
s e rv e d  tw o  te r m s  as  a 

m em ber o f the General Board and 17 years 
as a m e m b e r o f the  B oard o f R egents o f 
Bethany Nazarene College. S urv ivo rs : w ife, 
M artha; son, C urtis; daugh te rs , D oris  Trant, 
Janelle  M axw ell: 7 g randch ild ren ; 14 g rea t
g randch ild ren .

BYRON BELL, 72, B rodhead, W is „  Apr. 
18 . S u rv iv o rs : w ife , L u e lla : s o n s , T e rry , 
Kenneth , Duane, Keith; 10 g ra n d ch ild re n ; 3 
g re a t-g ran d ch ild re n .

REV. JA M E S  D. B LA C K M O N , Lang ley , 
S.C., M ar. 30. B lackm on pas to red  42 years 
in th e  C a ro lin a s  and  F lo rid a . S u rv iv o rs : 
w ife , M a rg a re t; s is te r - in - la w , Ju n e  Ford; 
m any nieces and nephew s.

D O R O T H Y  E. B R A D L E Y , 8 6 , L o w e ll,  
M ass., A p r. 11. S u rv ivo rs : husband , Rev. 
Ernest; son, R obert; daugh te r, Joyce  L igh t; 
th re e  g ra n d c h ild re n ; fo u r  g re a t-g ra n d c h il
dren; tw o  s tep g rea t-g ran d ch ild re n .

LOYD VERNON BURPO, 88, Bartlesville , 
Okla., M ar. 14. S u rv ivo rs : w ife , Ruby; sons, 
W e s le y , D o n ; d a u g h te r ,  E rn e s t in e  
B u c h a n a n ; s is te r s ,  R u b y  K e n d a ll,  O pal 
Leach; seven g ra n d c h ild re n ; th re e  g re a t
g ra n d ch ild re n .

BARBARA COPPLE, 72, K onaw a, Okla., 
Apr. 20. S u rv ivo rs : husband , Rev. R ichard;

s o n , J o h n ; d a u g h te rs , B e v e r ly  C u n n in g 
ham , Susan S herm er; seven g ra n d ch ild re n .

B URL ALLEN DIXO N. 67, M unc ie , Ind.. 
A p r. 3 . S u rv iv o rs :  w ife , M a ro ly n ; s o n s , 
D avid , Paul; d au g h te r, J u lie  M u rp h y ; five  
g ra n d ch ild re n .

REV. CHARLES E. HAM ILTO N , 75, M in - 
den, Nev., A pr. 26. S u rv ivo rs : w ife , Joyce; 
s o n . W a y n e ; d a u g h te rs ,  Y v o n n e  M il le r ,  
J a n e t R e yn o ld s ; s is te rs , V e lm a  G orh a m , 
Fae Edw ards, lone  C loud. Fauneil Dabney; 
e igh t g ra n d ch ild re n ; one g re a t-g randson .

REV. E. STANLEY H AM M O N D , 97, pas
to r  o f m any years, N ashville , Tenn., M ay 8. 
S u rv iv o rs :  w ife , D o ris ; d a u g h te rs , Joan  
S tinson , E leanor P ridham ; 8 g ra n d ch ild re n ; 
18 g re a t-g ran d ch ild re n .

SHEILA H ILL, 49, D ecatur, III., M ar. 16. 
S u rv ivo rs : husband, Bruce; daugh te rs , Lori 
E ve rts , L yn n e  U tte r ; s te p s o n , G reg  H ill; 
s tepdaugh te r, Judy  Fasnacht; m o the r, H e l
en R yan ; g ra n d m o th e r , Hazel V an C a m p ; 
b ro the rs , Ed and M ark Ryan; s is ter, Denise 
H arper; 10 g ra n d ch ild re n .

W . R U S SE LL H IL L Y A R D . 88 , K u ttaw a , 
K y „ Nov. 26. S u rv ivo rs : w ife , A lberta ; s is 
te r ,  J u a n i ta  T i le y ;  m a n y  n ie c e s  a n d  
nephew s.

REV. W IL L IA M  M c M A H O N . 7 7 . C h a t
ta n o og a , T enn ., A p r. 15. S u rv iv o rs : w ife , 
M argaret: b ro the r, C larence J r.; s is te r, M rs. 
Frank G riscom  Jr.

REV. ODA M. M ILB U R N , 80, M oore , O k
la., Feb. 7. M ilb u rn  p as to red  36  ye a rs  in 
T e x a s  a nd  O k la h o m a . S u r v iv o r s :  w ife ,  
Leona; son , Je rry ; d augh te rs , m iss io n a ry  to  
Korea Jan W illia m s , Ju d y  B la ir; tw o  s is te rs : 
s ix  g ra n d ch ild re n .

C. PAYNE M ITC H E LL, 97 , T u lsa . Okla., 
M a r. 27 . S u rv iv o rs : s o n , C lin t; d a u g h te r, 
Faye R oss ; b ro th e r , B e rt; f iv e  g ra n d c h il
dren; seven g re a t-g ran d ch ild re n ; one grea t- 
g re a t-g ran d ch ild .

PEARL N U IS S L. 86 , D eLand . Fla., M ay 
18. S u rv ivo rs : sons, Jam es. Lester; d a u g h 
te rs , C arrie, D e lores. Donna; s is te r, M abel; 
24 g ra n d c h ild re n ; 45  g re a t-g ra n d c h ild re n ; 
11 g re a t-g rea t-g ran d ch ild re n .

DR. LLO YD A. OGDEN, 92 , E sco n d id o , 
C alif., A pr. 18. Ogden was 
su p e rin te n de n t o f the  Ne
braska D is tr ic t fro m  1945 
to  1952 . He a lso  pas to red  
10  c h u rc h e s ,  in c lu d in g  
c o n g r e g a t io n s  in  C o l
o ra d o , N e b ra s k a , T exas , 

a n d  O k la h o m a . S u r v iv o r s :  s o n s ,  R e v . 
C h a r le s ,  L o re n ,  R e v . L a w re n c e . D a le ; 
d augh te r, D onna Sago; 8 g ra n d ch ild re n ; 13 
g re a t-g ran d ch ild re n .

A U D R E Y  W H IT A K E R  P E N R O D , 6 9 , 
P hoenix . A riz., Jan. 8. S u rv ivo rs : husband. 
E verett; so n s , R obe rt, A ndy; m o th e r, Cora 
R o b irts ; tw o  g ra n d ch ild re n .

C A R O L P O W E LL , 7 4 , C a ld w e ll, Id a h o , 
A p r. 11 . S u rv iv o rs :  h u s b a n d , D r. F rank ; 
so n , Frank; d a u g h te rs , R u th  Y ancey, Jo y  
S loan, Barbara M ichene r; s is te r, R uth  Bau
m an; s ix  g ra n d ch ild re n ; seven g re a t-g ra n d 
ch ild re n .

GROVER C. REED JR ., 77 , El D o ra d o , 
A rk ., M a r. 2 7 . S u rv iv o rs : w ife , C h ry s ta l; 
sons, Joe l, J o n ; d au g h te rs , S he lley  Reed, 
J e s s ic a  Reed; b ro th e rs , R u sse ll, D o na ld , 
Jam es, M arv in ; s is te rs , Eunice LeC lair, Elva

C ripe, Esther Barne ll; fo u r  g ra n d ch ild re n .
L IBBIE  MAE RENCH, 95, H igh land  Park, 

C a lif., A p r. 8. S u rv iv o rs : dau g h te r, LaVon; 
d a u g h te r- in - la w , D onna ; 8 g ra n d c h ild re n : 
18 g re a t-g ran d ch ild re n .

N O R A  R E Y N O LD S , 9 1 , M itc h e ll,  In d ., 
M ar. 28. S u rv ivo rs : so n s , A l, C harles, J e r
ry.

ENID SANDS, 79, C im arron , Kans., Apr. 
7. S u rv ivo rs : son , H a ro ld ; dau g h te rs . P hy l
lis  Q uiroz, D orene Pense; seven g ra n d c h il
d ren ; tw o  g re a t-g ran d ch ild re n .

EVA A. STARKEY, 84, C laxton , Ga., M ay 
1. S u rv ivo rs : sons, D avid. S tephen; d augh 
te r , L yn n e  S h o e m a k e r; seven  g ra n d c h il
dren ; e ig h t g re a t-g ra n d ch ild re n .

HELEN M AE S T R IN G F IE L D , 8 5 , L e e ’s 
S u m m it, M o ., M ay 2. S u rv ivo rs : husband. 
R o b e rt S tr in g fie ld . re t ire d  d ire c to r  o f L il- 
lenas P ub lish ing  Co.; d a u g h te r, Joyce  S ut- 
tle ; b ro the r, Earl B erry; s is te rs , R uth  Berry, 
Eun ice S tillw e ll; tw o  g ra n d da u g h te rs .

REV. RAY H. TAYLO R , 46 , S a lem , A la., 
Jan . 13. T ay lo r pas to red  on the  N o rthw es t, 
G eorg ia , and A labam a S ou th  D is tr ic ts . S u r
v ivo rs : w ife , D ebbie; son , B rian : daugh te r. 
L isa  Cook; m o th e r, fa th e r, s te p fa th e r, tw o  
s is te rs , one b ro the r.

REV. A N T H O N Y  J. "T O N Y " T O S T I. 93, 
p a s to r and e v a n g e lis t fo r  
41 y e a rs ,  V a n c o u v e r ,  
W ash., A pr. 5. T o s ti pas
to re d  in O h io , A r iz o n a , 
a n d  C a l i f o r n ia .  A s  an 
evange lis t, he preached  in 
4 8  s ta tes as w e ll as A us

tra lia  and  N ew  Z e a la n d . S u rv iv o rs :  w ife , 
M a rga re t; s is te r, F lorence.

3 0 -d a y  FREE review !
The be s t w a y  to  b e g in  y o u r  C a ra v a n  p r o 
g ra m  is w ith  the  Caravan Starter Kit.
O r d e r  y o u r  k it  (H H C -1 0 0 , $ 4 9 .9 9 )  to d a y  
a n d  ta k e  3 0  d a y s  to  re v ie w  it  FREE!

anavan has been sdch 
a saccessf cil outreach in 
our local cornrnunity/”

— Dottie Smith, C hildren’s Pastor
First Church of the N aza ren e  (N ew ton, Kansas)

P ie r e  are currently over 2 5 ,0 0 0  children whose only contact with the 
Church of the N azarene  is Caravan! This kids' club program  helps you lead  
all children in developing social, mental, physical, and spiritual skills.

They learn about and explore areas of interest such as first a id , hiking, 
communication, Bible reading, cooking, fire safety, prayer, and much more. 
Discover how you can use Caravan for community outreach and the Chris
tian nurture of children today!
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R E V . H A R R Y  J O H N  2 U R C H E R , 8 0 , 
B e th a n y , O k la . ,  M a y  7. 
Z u rch e r and h is  w ife , H e l
en, se rved  as m is s io n a r
ies fo r  28  y e a rs  in  Peru 
and P ue rto  R ico. In a d d i
tio n  to  h is  w ife , he is s u r 
v iv e d  b y  a s o n ,  L a r r y ;  

dau g h te rs . B etty  Lou A yuso , S haren Dech, 
Je a nn ie  M a n n e rs , and S us ie  M o s ie r; fiv e  
b ro the rs , th ree  s is te rs , n ine g ra n d ch ild re n , 
and tw o  g re a t-g ran d so ns .

Announcements
C IR C L E V ILL E  (O H IO ) B IB LE  COLLEGE 

a lu m n i w ill have a 5 0 th  a n n iv e rs a ry  c e le 
b ra tio n  A ug . 22 . For m ore  in fo rm a tio n , call 
7 40 -4 7 4 -8 8 9 6 .

C O L O R A D O  S P R IN G S  C E N T R A L  
CHURCH w ill ce lebra te  its  60 th  ann ive rsa ry  
A ug . 23 . For m o re  in fo rm a tio n , ca ll 7 19 - 
6 32 -6 5 9 5 .

DAYTON (O H IO ) NORTHRIDGE CHURCH 
w ill ce lebra te  its  50 th  ann ive rsa ry  A ug . 30. 
For m o re  in fo rm a tio n , ca ll 9 3 7 -2 7 4 -3 1 7 3  
o r  9 3 7 -2 7 4 -7 1 2 7 .

EAGLE, IDAHO , CHURCH w il l  ce lebra te  
its  75 th  a nn ive rsa ry  Sept. 20. For m ore  in 
fo rm a t io n ,  c a ll 2 0 8 -9 3 9 -0 6 6 1  o r  E -m a il 
<eag lenaz<8dm i.net>.

EUGENE (O R E G .) FA IR FIELD  CHURCH 
w ill ce lebra te  its  40 th  a nn ive rsa ry  Sept. 25- 
27 . Fo r m o re  in fo rm a tio n , c a ll 5 4 1 -6 8 9 -  
024 7  o r  fax 5 4 1 -6 8 9 -4 5 1 0 .

G LA S G O W , W .V A ., CHURCH w il l  c e le 
b ra te  its  6 5 th  a n n iv e rs a ry  A u g . 2 3 . For 
m ore  in fo rm a tio n , ca ll 3 0 4 -5 9 5 -1 7 6 3 .

H U T C H IN S O N  (K A N S .)  W E S T S ID E  
CHURCH w ill ce lebra te  its  50 th  ann ive rsa ry  
S ep t. 27 . For m o re  in fo rm a tio n , ca ll 3 1 6 - 
6 69 -8 48 3 .

JO LIET, ILL., CHURCH w ill ce lebra te  its 
7 5 th  a nn ive rsa ry  Sept. 2 5 -2 7 . For m ore  in 
fo rm a tio n , ca ll 8 15 -7 2 6 -5 4 2 6 .

LOW ELL, M IC H ., CHURCH w ill ce lebra te  
its  75 th  ann ive rsa ry  Sept. 20. For m ore  in 
fo rm a tio n , ca ll 6 16 -8 9 7 -8 8 0 0 .

M ASO N TO W N , W .V A ., CHURCH w ill ce l
e b ra te  its  5 0 th  a n n iv e rs a ry  A ug . 30 . For 
m o re  in fo rm a tio n  ca ll 3 0 4 -8 6 4 -2 2 1 2 .

PONCA C ITY  (O K L A .) F IR S T CH U R C H  
w ill ce lebra te  its  9 0 th  ann ive rsa ry  Sept. 2 6 - 
2 7 . F o r m o re  in fo rm a tio n , c a ll 4 0 5 -7 6 5 -  
6060 .

Moving Ministers
DAVID ALLEY, fro m  s tud e n t, NTS, to  pas

to r. L ive rm o re  Falls, M a ine  
R. DALE BARNETT, fro m  associa te , C a rro ll

to n , Tex., to  assoc ia te , L ew is v ille , Tex. 
TODD P. BATZLOFF, fro m  G ay lo rd , M ich ., 

to  Y ps ila n ti (M ic h .)  M e rr it t  Road 
C. D. BLAKE, fro m  B a ltim o re  (M d .) Faith, to  

Fort W ayne ( In d .) S ou th s id e  
DUANE BOADY, fro m  s tud e n t, NTS, to  pas

to r . Kurtz , Ind.
KENNETH L. BOOK, fro m  a s s o c ia te , F o rt 

W o r th  (T e x .)  N o r t h s id e ,  to  p a s to r .  
S te phenv ille , Tex.

C H R ISTO PHER M . CARPENTER, fro m  a s 
soc ia te . A ncho rage  (A laska) H illc res t, to  
pas to r. Boise ( Id a ho ) E uclid  Avenue 

B R Y A N  L. D A V IS , f r o m  S ik e s to n  (M o .)
F irst, to  St. L ou is  (M o .) B rid g e to n  

D O N ALD  L. D IXO N , fro m  p a s to r . C anton, 
III., to  associa te , G eo rge tow n , Ky.

W . RANDY DODD, fro m  B irm in g h a m  (A la.)
F irst, to  S araso ta  (Fla.) F irst 

R O N ALD  W . G R A E F L IN , f ro m  a s s o c ia te ,

P hoen ix  (A riz .) O ra n g ew o o d , to  a s s o c i
ate, F lin t (M ic h .) Central 

R. TR O Y  HO RNE, fro m  s tu d e n t, NTS, to  
pas to r, Je rseyv ille , III.

KEN N E TH  L. H O R N IN G , f r o m  K in g s to n , 
M o., to  M o n tp e lie r, Ind.

RUSSELL A. HOSEY, fro m  S he rm an, Tex., 
to  C row n P o in t ( In d .) S ou th  Lake 

M IC H A E L  W . H O W A R D , fr o m  s tu d e n t ,  
NBC, to  pas to r, S nyder, Tex.

PAUL D. JAM ES, fro m  associa te , V ancou 
ve r (W as h .) L ib e r ty  B ib le  o f Hazel Dell, 
to  pas to r, Camas, W ash.

M . RENELD JEROM E, fro m  D o rr is , C alif., to  
H om estead  (Fla.) H a itian 

R O B E R T  E. J O H N S O N , f r o m  p a s to r ,  
P asadena  (T e x .) Red B lu ff, to  e v a ng e 
lism

RICHARD D. LaBAY, fro m  assoc ia te , New 
P o r t  R ic h e y  (F la . )  F ir s t ,  to  p a s to r ,  
M o un tla ke  Terrace, W ash.

ARTH U R  C. M AG N U SO N , fro m  P ly m ou th , 
M ich ., to  S ou th  P ortland , M aine 

CAVAN K. M cC AN N , fro m  assoc ia te , Can
to n  (O h io ) F irs t, to  a sso c ia te , Ephra ta , 
Pa.

D A V ID  C. M c C O N N E L L , f r o m  p a s to r ,  
R ogue R iver (O reg .) V alley o f the  Rogue 
Chapel, to  evange lism  

ROBERT W . M cCORKLE II, fro m  associa te , 
G rove  C ity , O h io , to  p a s to r, C o lu m b u s  
(O h io ) C rossroads C o m m un ity  

W E N S E L L  S. M a c L E O D , f r o m  T o r o n to  
(O nt.) M a in  S tree t to  P icke ring  (O nt.) A l- 
to n a  Road

STEVEN W . M ERRITT, fro m  associa te , S a l
is b u ry , M d ., to  a s s o c ia te , W a te r to w n , 
N.Y.

G REG M IL L S , f r o m  a s s o c ia te ,  O r la n d o  
(F la .)  C e n tra l, to  p a s to r , G e o rg e to w n  
(Tex.) F irst

T A L O M U A  M O N A , f r o m  S a c ra m e n to  
(C a l i f . )  S a m o a n , to  S to c k to n  (C a lif . )  
S am oan

C ARL R. M O U LTO N , fro m  M e afo rd  (O nt.)
Bethany to  T o ro n to  (O nt.) Kennedy Road 

JOHN N D A M B U K I, fro m  asso c ia te , W a sh 
in g to n  (D .C .) C o m m u n ity  o f  H ope , to  
p a s to r ,  R iv e rd a le  (M d . )  C o lle g e  P ark 
A frican

K E V IN  O 'C O N N E R , to  p a s to r ,  S t. L o u is  
(M o .) O verland 

D A V ID  N. PAR K E R , f r o m  T e m p le  (T e x .)
G race to  M inera l W e lls , Tex.

TO DD PENCE, to  p a s to r , B ax te r S p r in g s , 
Kans.

W IL L IA M  P. POW ERS, fro m  E m m ett, Ida
h o , to  L o o m is  (C a l i f . )  E as t R o s e v il le  
F riendsh ip  C o m m u n ity  M in is try  Center 

KENNETH L. R IC H A R D S O N , fro m  p as to r, 
M o line , III., to  evange lism  

D O U G L A S  P. R U E S T , f r o m  a s s o c ia te ,  
T o ro n to  (O n t.)  M a in  S tre e t, to  p a s to r , 
M eafo rd  (O n t.) Bethany 

P A U L  A . S L A T O N , f r o m  L o s  A la m o s  
(N .M e x.) La V is ta  to  S acram ento  (C alif.) 
N ew  Covenant 

CRAIG D. TAYLO R, fro m  s tud e n t, NTS, to  
associa te , S a lisb u ry , M d.

N E IL  H. T A Y LO R , fro m  s tu d e n t, NTS, to  
pas to r, G atesville . Tex.

TR O Y  N. TEETER, fro m  a s s o c ia te , M esa  
(A riz .) F irst, to  pas to r, L ittle fie ld , Tex. 

HAROLD G. W EDEL, fro m  LaJunta  (C olo .)
F irs t to  St. Peters (M o .) H arvester. 

LAR R Y  D. W R IG H T, fro m  assoc ia te , P ilo t 
P o in t. Tex., to  pas to r, G ainesville , Tex.

E N C O U N TE R IN G  THE G O D  O F GRACE

God’s grace is generosity extraordi- 
naria, love without limits. This book 
challenges us to embrace the thor
oughly biblical truth that there’s no 
bottom to God’s ocean of grace.

Dr. Luis Palau

Too many Christians live in fear that God is sizing up 
eveiy action, tallying their mistakes, and sternly waiting 
to lower the hammer. Dare we hope for anything more?

Excellent for personal study or small groups, this com
pelling and intense look at grace will lead the serious believer 
into a deeper commitment and will teach laypersons what we 
in the Wesleyan tradition mean by the “holy life.” To hope 
that the God of heaven and earth will extend His grace upon 
us and to strive to fully comprehend this gift are vital parts of 
seeking a lasting relationship with the Lord.

A1 Truesdale is professor of philosophy of religion and 
Christian ethics at the Nazarene Theological Seminary in 
Kansas City. He is the author of several books, including last 
year’s acclaimed I f  God Is God. . .  Then Why? Bonnie Perry 
is an author and frequent speaker at writers' conferences.

H H 083-411-6804 $16.99

A u g u s t  1998 Order from Beacon Hill Press of Kansas City



Evangelists '  S lates

ADAMS, JERRY-THE JERRY ADAMS FAMILY: South Whit
ley, IN, Concert, Aug. 1-P*; Indianapolis, IN, 7-8'; Indi
anapolis, IN, Concert, 9-A*; Indianapolis. IN, Concert, 16- 
P*; Bean Blossom, IN, Concert, 22-P*; Nashville, IN 
(Parkview), Concert, 23-A; Danville, IN, Concert, 29-P*; 
Bluffton, IN, Concert, 30-P*; Ogleville, IN, Concert, Sept. 6- 
P*: Muncie, IN, Concert, 13-A*; Plainfield. IN, Concert, 19- 
P*; Edinburg, IN, Concert. 20: Brownstown, IN, Concert, 27 

ALTES, DIANE: Jackson. TN (First), Concert. Aug. 2-A; Waton- 
go. OK, Concert, Sept. 20-P 

©ARMSTRONG, LEON AND LIN DA-THE ARMSTRONGS: 
Somerset, PA, Vacation Bible School, Aug. 3-9; Evansville, 
IN, Camp Meeting. 10-16*; Princeton, IN, Sept. 6; St. 
Louis, Ml, 9-13: Cuba, IL. 16-20; Willmar. MN, 22-27; Peru, 
IL, 29—Oct. 4

BAILEY, J. D.: Belle, WV, Sept. 9-13; Franklin, IN, 22-27; Roy- 
ersford, PA, 30—Oct. 4 

BAKER. RICHARD C.: Corry, PA, Sept. 1-6; Leavittsburg, OH 
(First), 8-13; Fredericktown, OH, 15-20; Connersville, IN 
(First), 22-27

BALLARD. DONALD K.: Brookhaven, MS (First), Pulpit Supply, 
Aug. 2; Long Beach, CA (Bixby North), Sept. 13-16 

BELZER, DAVE AND BARBARA: Wheeler, Wl, Sept. 6-13; St. 
Croix Falls, Wl (New Richmond), 15-20: Phillipsburg, KS,
22-27

BENDER. TIM AND CHERYL: Cincinnati. OH (Carthage), Chil- 
dren s Crusade, Aug. 3-9; Winslow, IN, Sept. 1-6; New 
Hampshire, OH, 8-13; Miami, WV, 15-20; Charleston, WV 
(Campbells Creek), 22-27; Marmet, WV, 29—Oct. 4 

BENSON. MICHAEL W.: Wilmington, NY, Camp Meeting, July
29—Aug. 9*; Layton, UT (Rosewood Lane), 14-16; Hanni
bal. MO (First), 30—Sept. 2; Midwest City, OK (Bresee), 6- 
9; Choctaw, OK. 13-16; Colorado Spnngs, CO (First), 27-30 

BROWN, ROGER N.: Hummel’s Warf, PA, Camp Meeting, Aug.
7-16*; Cape May, NJ, 21-30*

BURKHALTER, PAT AND DONNA: Taloga, OK (Camp Creek), 
Aug. 9-11; Fargo, OK, 12-16; Colorado Springs, CO (Cen
tral). 19-28; DeRidder, LA, 26-30; Oklahoma City, OK 
(Oakcliff), Sept. 2-6; McLoud, OK (Twin Lakes), 9-13; Os- 
awatomie, KS, 16-20; Antlers, OK, 23-27; Wister, OK, 3 0 -  
Oct. 4

©C ANEN, DAVID: Tullahoma. TN (Eastside). Aug. 9-16; 
Brunswick, GA, 23-27*; Shirley, IN, Sept. 3-6; Charleston, 
WV (North Side), 8-13; Louisville, GA (First), 15-20; 
Swainsboro, GA (First), 22-27; Albany, GA (First), 29— 
Oct. 4

CANFIELD, DAVE-EVANGELISTIC MINISTRIES: Albany, KY 
(First), Sept. 2-6; Argillite, KY, 9-13: Batavia, OH (Commu
nity), 16-20; Follansbee, WV (First), 23-27 

CERVANTEZ. RUDY-HEAVENLY TRUMPET MINISTRIES:
Florence, OR, Concert, Aug. 2-A; North Bend, OR (Bay 
Area), Concert, 2-P; Delaware, OH, Concert, 16-A; Crest
line, OH, Concert, 16-P; Ashtabula, OH (First), Concert,
23-A; Pamesville, OH, Concert, 23-P; Tyler, TX (Lake- 
view), Concert, 30-A; Lufkin, TX (First), Concert, 30-P; 
Kalamazoo, Ml (First), Concert, Sept. 13-A; Vicksburg, Ml 
(Chapman Memorial), Concert, 13-P; Perry, OK, Concert, 
27-A; Tulsa, OK (Regency Park), Concert, 27-P

CLINE, JERRY AND MADY: Carthage, TN, Sept. 2-6; Bowling 
Green, KY (New Life), 8-13; Cleveland, TN (First), 15-20; 
Vance, AL (Wallace Chapel), 27-30 

COVINGTON, NATHAN: Greenville, TX (First), Aug. 9-12; Og
den, IL, 19-23; Richland Center, Wl, 26-30; Rock Island, IL 
(First), Sept. 2-6; Branson, MO, 13-16; Phoenix, AZ (First), 
20-23; Des Moines, IA (Southside), 27-30 

CRABTREE. J. C.: Saint Paris, OH (Community), Sept. 9-13; 
Kurtz, IN, 15-20; Dayton, OH (Huber Heights), 23-27; 
Spartonburg, SC, 30-O ct. 4’

DELBRIDGE, M. E. (GENE): Ritzville, WA, Sept. 2-7 
DELL, JIMMY: West Chester, OH, Southwestern Ohio District 

Camp Meeting, Aug. 10-16; Maryville, TN, Sept. 12-16; 
Amarillo, TX (South Georgia), 17-20; Perry, Ml, 26-30 

©DENNISON, MARVIN: Bedford. IN. Southwest Indiana Dis
trict Boys' and Girls' Camp, Aug. 3-7; Auburn. ME (Me
chanic Falls), Family Crusade, 11-16; Oakland, ME, Family 
Crusade, 18-23; Farmington Falls, ME, Family Crusade, 
25-30; Gardiner. ME, Family Crusade, Sept. 1-6; Bingham, 
ME, Family Crusade, 8-13; Winfield, KS, 22-27 

DIEHL. ROB AND DEBBIE— DYNO-MIGHT MINISTRIES: 
Cedar Rapids, IA (Oakland), Vacation Bible School, Aug.

3-9; Keokuk, IA, Vacation Bible School, 10-16; New Al
bany, IN (First), Vacation Bible School, 23-28; Dayton, OH 
(Beavercreek), Concert, 30; Clarion, PA, Vacation Bible 
School, Sept. 11-13; Woodbridge, VA, Concert, 27 

DOVE, KENNETH: Cory, IN, Aug. 14-16; Pamsh. AL. 26-30; Cov
ington, GA (First). Sept. 6-9; Gallatin, TN, 13-16; Columbus, 
MS (First), 20-23; Dickson, TN (First), 27—Oct. 4 

DUNMIRE, RALPH AND JOANN: Princeton, WV (First), Sept.
8-13; Greer, OH, 27-30*

EVERMAN, WAYNE: Torrent, KY, Sept. 2-6*; Isom, KY 
(Whitesburg), 9-13; Ashland, KY (Cannonsburg), 16-20; 
South Point, OH (Ironton Ellison Street), 22-27; Indepen
dence, KY (Florence Community), 29—Oct.4 

©FADER, WES AND MARY: North Dartmouth, MA, Camp 
Meeting, Aug. 21-30*; Carlisle, PA, Sept. 10-13; Cumber
land, MD (Bethel), 20-23; Malden. MA (First), 27-30 

FLINT, BOB: Lakeview, OH (Indian Lake Northside), Sept. 8-13;
Grove City, OH, 15-20’ ; Texarkana, TX (North), 22-27 

GESSNER, DON AND SHIRL: Fairmont, IN, Camp Meeting, 
Aug. 3-9*; Cincinnati, OH, Southwestern Ohio District 
Camp, 10-16; Paoli, IN, 26-30*; Fortville, IN, Sept. 2-6; 
Mannmgton, WV, 9-13; Indianapolis, IN (Southwest), 16- 
20; Mifflinburg, PA, 23-27; Lewisburg, PA (Crossroads), 
30—Oct. 4

GOSS, MIKKI, AND JOANN VIN EYARD-M  & J EVANGE
LISM TEAM: Bad Axe, Ml, Vacation Bible School, Aug. 3- 
9; Lincoln Park, Ml, 16-20 

GRAY, BOB AND BECKY: Clovis, NM, New Mexico Distnct 
Camp, Aug. 3-9; Fort Smith, AR (First), Alma Indoor Camp, 
12-16; Louisville, KY, 26-28*; Hannibal, MO (First), 3 0 -  
Sept. 2; Midwest City, OK (Bresee), 6-9; Duncan, OK (Oak 
Avenue), 10-13; Lenior City, TN (White Wing), 15-20; Pitts
field, IL, 24-27

©HAINES, GARY: Palisade, CO, Aug. 14-16; Sulphur Spnngs, 
TX, 22-26; Hot Spnngs, AR (Lockhaven), Sept. 5-9; Moun
tain Home, AR (Twin Lakes), 10-13; Brazil, IN (First), 19- 
23; Connersville, IN (Gortner Memorial), 24-27 

HANCOCK, TIM: Howell, Ml, Aug. 2; South Charleston, WV. 
West Virginia North and South District Camp Meeting, 9- 
16; Trenton, OH, 23; Kmgwood, WV, 30—Sept. 2; Mason- 
town, WV, 3-6; Fayette, OH, 13-16; Gagetown, Ml, 20-23; 
South Point, OH, 27-30 

HARRINGTON, MILTON: Atwater, CA, Pulpit Supply, Aug. 2; 
Fallon, NV, Pulpit Supply, 16; Lodi, CA (Kettleman Lane 
Community), Pulpit Supply, Sept. 6 and 13 

HEDGE. MITCH AND ALICE: Dayton, OH (Grace), Aug. 18-23;
McConnelsville, OH, Sept. 22-27 

HICKS, JOHN DAVID: San Diego, CA (Clairemont), Aug. 9-12;
El Paso, TX (First), Sept. 13-16; Ontario, OR, 20-23 

HILL, BEN E.—BIBLE EXPOSITIONS: Wounded Knee, SD, 
Sept. 8-13; Rapid City, SD, 15-20 

JORDAN, JOSEPH R.: Circleville, OH, Aug. 7-16’ ; Logan, OH, 
Sept. 13*; Whitehall, OH, 15-20*; Warsaw, OH, 23-27 

JUNEMAN, JOHN AND TRINA: Worthington, KY, Sept. 9-13; 
Circleville, OH (First), 20-23; Zanesville, OH (First), 27— 
Oct. 1

LECKRONE. LARRY AND TAMLA: Portage, OH. Camp Meet
ing, Aug. 13-23*; Napoleon, OH, 26-30; Chicago, IL (North- 
side), Sept. 5-9; Granite City, IL, 12-16; Kankakee, IL 
(Eastndge), 19-23; Caro, Ml, 26-30 

LEE, BRAD AND LORI: Gladstone, MO, Concert, Aug. 23; Lib
erty, MO, 26-30; Leavenworth, KS, Sept. 11-13; Carthage. 
MO, Joplin District Lay Retreat, 18-20; Republic, MO 
(First), 24-27

LENDERMAN. ALAN AND SHERRY: Crossville, TN, Concert, 
Aug. 2-A; Chattanooga, TN (East Lake), Concert, 12; Oak 
Ridge, TN, Concert, 13-A; Signal Mountain, TN, Concert, 
20; Lenoir City, TN, 27-30 

LEWIS, CHRISTOPHER: Ongatta Rongai, Kenya, Crusade, Ju
ly 31—Aug. 2. Nairobi. Kenya (Central), 2-A; Moshi, Tan
zania. Crusade, 5-9; Tanzania, District Assembly, 7; 
Arusha, Tanzania, Crusade, 12-16; Nairobi, Kenya (Uhuru 
Park), Crusade, 19-22; Moorhead, MN, Sept. 23-27; Alber
ta, MN. 29—Oct. 4 

LIDDELL, P. L.: Dayton, OH (Maryland Avenue), Sept. 16-20;
Tuttle, OK, 22-27*

LOMAN, LANE: Conneautville, PA, Aug. 3-9*; Hinton, VA, 3 0 -  
Sept. 2*; Randleman, NC, 13-16*; Mebane, NC, 27-30* 

LOTHENORE. BOB W.: Austin, TX (Grace), Aug. 23-26;
Smithville, TN, Sept. 16-20; Lafayette, CO, 23-27 

MADISON, BOB: Mayfield, KY, Sept. 9-13; Albany. KY (High
way), 15-20; Hensley, AR (Little Rock Spnng Lake), 30— 
Oct. 4

©MANLEY. STEPHEN-CROSS STYLE PROCLAMATION:
Fort Smith, AR (First), Zone Camp, Aug. 12-16; Backus, 
MN, Minnesota District Camp, 20-23; Louisville, KY, 26- 
30*; Puerto Rico, Crusade, Sept. 1-3; Lynchburg, VA, 
SoloCon, 4-7; Temple, TX (First), 9-13; Houston, TX. 
Houston Distnct Camp, 14-16; Spnng, TX (Houston North
west), 17-20; Topeka, KS (Fairlawn), 23-27; Reynoldsburg, 
OH, 30—Oct. 4 

MAY, JOHN W.: Home. PA, Aug. 6-9*
©MILLHUFF. CHUCK R.: Clovis, NM, New Mexico District 

Camp, Aug. 3-9; Mount Vemon, NY, Metro New York Dis

trict Camp, 15-23; Olathe, KS (College), 26: Ashburn, VA, 
30‘ ; Bethany, OK (Williams Memorial), Sept. 9-13; Eureka. 
CA (First), 16-20; Millbrook, AL, 27-30 

MILLS, CARLTON-SECOND TOUCH EVANGELISM MIN
ISTRIES: Uxbndge. MA, Concert, Aug. 9-A; Duxbury, MA 
(Saint Paul’s). Concert, 9-P; Yarmouth, ME. 14-16, 
Brunswick, ME, 21-23; San Mateo, FL (First), Sept. 2-6; 
Edmond, OK (First), 9-13; Youngstown, OH (Grace), 16- 
20; Orleans, IN, 22-27 

PALMER. MIKE: Clovis, NM, New Mexico District Camp Meet
ing, Aug. 3-9; Indianapolis. IN (South Side), Sept. 13-16; 
Duncanville, TX (Trinity), 20-23; Lenoir City, TN, 27-30 

PARKS, TOM AND BECKY: Allen Park. Ml, Aug 1-2; Caro, Ml, 
Concert, 9-A; Otisville, Ml (Richfield), Concert, 9-P; Saint 
Louis, Ml, Concert, 16-P; Muskegon. Ml (Eastwood), Con
cert, 19-P; Wyoming, Ml (Grand Rapids Clyde Park). Con
cert. 23-A; Kalamazoo, Ml (First), Concert, 23-P; Highland. 
IN, 30—Sept. 2; Fort Wayne, IN (Liberty Mills), 6-9; Shel
by, OH, 13-16; Hastings, Ml, 20-23; Greenville, Ml, 27-30 

©PERDUE, NELSON S.: Circleville, OH, Camp Meeting, Aug. 
7-16*; Lexington, OH, 19-23; Wurtland, KY (First). 26-30; 
Fortville, IN. Sept. 2-6; Mannington, WV. 9-13: Bingham
ton, NY, 16-20; Newport, KY (First), 23-27; Washington, 
PA (First), 30—Oct. 4 

PETTIT, ELAINE C —EVANGELISTIC MINISTRIES: Traverse 
City. Ml, Northern Michigan District Camp, Aug. 10-16; 
Guymon, OK. Sept. 6-9; Massillon, OH, 13-16; Bonner 
Springs, KS. 20-23; Grove City, OH, 27-30 

PHELPS, PHILLIP—MINISTRIES: Temple, TX (First), Concert. 
Aug. 2; Euless, TX, Concert, 30; Irving, TX (First), Concert, 
Sept. 6; Killeen, TX (First), 11-13; Austin, TX (First), 20-23; 
Hillsboro, TX, 25-27 

ROACH. JERRY L. AND BARBARA-ROACH EVANGELIS
TIC MINISTRIES. INC.: Mount Vemon, IL (First), Aug. 2; 
Bonnie, IL, Camp Meeting, 6-16*; Ruston, LA, 19-23; Jack
sonville, AR (First), 26-30; Buffalo, KY, Sept. 2-6; Greens
boro, NC (First), 27-30 

©ROSE, WAYNE: Drexel, MO, Aug. 15-20; Globe, AZ, 18-23: 
Sherwood, AR (First), 23-27; Conway, MO. 31—Sept. 3* 

©SMITH. DUANE: Fresno, CA, Camp Meeting. Aug. 9-16*; 
Dayton, OH (Central), 26-30; Valley City, ND, Sept. 8-13; 
Fort Recovery, OH, 15-20; Eureka, IL, 23-27; Streator, IL, 
30-O ct. 4

SMITH. LARRY D.: Madison, Wl, Wisconsin District Camp 
Meeting, Aug. 4-10; Simpsonville, SC (Cornerstone), 22- 
26; Brasstown, NC (Hayesville), 29—Sept. 2; Cunningham. 
TN (Gray's Chapel), 12-16: Primm Springs, TN (Elmore;. 
19-23; Santa Fe, TN (Hilltown), 26-30 

SMITH, MICKEY G.: Boonville. IN, Sept. 22-27; Boonvilie. IN 
(Grandview). 29—Oct. 4 

©STRICKLAND, DICK: Erma, NJ. Camp Meeting, Aug. 21-30*. 
Colorado Springs, CO (Eastborough), Sept. 2-6; Auburn IN 
(First), 13-16; Clarksville, TN (Park Lane), 17-20: Baton 
Rouge, LA (First), 23-27; Parsons, KS, 30—Oct. 4 

TAYLOR, ROBERT: Frazer, PA, Philadelphia District Camp 
Aug. 8-16; Monroe, OH, 23-26; Mooresville, IN, 30—Sept. 
2; Nancy, KY (Delmer), 6-9; Fairmont, WV (First). 13-16; 
Lima, OH (First), 20-23; Point Pleasant, WV, 27-30 

ULMET, BILL: Grove, OK, Aug 12-16: West Columbia. SC (First).
23-26; Odon. IN, Sept 1-6; Sioux City, IA (First). 9-13: Falls 
City, NE, 16-20; Council Bluffs, IA (Emanuel), 23-27 

VECCHI, PETE: Greenville, OH, Sept. 16-20 
©W ELLS, LINARD: Grenada, MS (First), Aug 25-30; Marshall, 

TX (First), Sept. 1-6; Waldron, AR (First). 8-13: Flora, IL. 
15-20; Mexico, MO. 22-27: Anderson. IN (Parkview). 3 0 -  
Oct. 4

WEST, DAVID L.: Salamanca, NY. Aug 2-7*; Middletown. PA 
(Rosedale), Sept. 13-16; Punxsutawney. PA, 20-23 

WHITWORTH, MARCUS AND DONNA: Derby, KS. Aug. 23-26, 
Oskaloosa, IA, Iowa District Lay Retreat, Sept. 11-13: 
Springfield. MO (Crestview), 2024 

WOMACK, PAUL W .-P  AND S MINISTRIES: Kawasaki-Ku. 
Japan, Camp Meeting, Aug. 6-15*; Rogersville, MO. 3 0 -  
Sept. 3; Duncan, OK (Oak Avenue), Sept. 9-13; Camden, 
TN, 16-20; Odessa, TX (First), 23-27; Henderson, TX.
30—Oct. 4

WRIGHT. E. G. AND BETTY: Conway. AR (Liberty). Aug 11- 
16; Dresden, OH, 19-23; Richmond. VA (H ighland 
Springs), Sept. 2-6, Bruceton Mills, WV, 9-13’ ; Sum- 
mersville, WV, 20-23; Hernshaw, WV (Lens Creek), 25-29. 
East Liverpool, OH (LaCroft), 3 0-O ct. 4 

YINGLING. KENNETH B.: Marion, IN. Northeast Indiana District 
M arriage Retreat, Aug. 7-9: Muncie, IN (F irst). 16 
Powhatan Point, OH. Sept. 13-16; Yorktown. IN, 27-30

®  Tenuiefl Evangelist is recognized by the church as a lifetime assignment See Manual *0 ' 3 

’ Denotes Non-Nazarene Church

A s a church  we m ust m in ister 
to  those w ho serve ou r country  
and cha llenge them  to be 
m issionaries in uniform .

C om e alongside and let 
C hap la incy  M in istries know 
your se rv icem em b er’s address, 
send them  a S erv icem em b ers’ 
R ead iness P acket, and keep in 
con tac t w ith them .

“God and the soldier all men adore 
In tim es of danger, if  not before;
W hen all things are righted
God is forgotten and the soldier is slighted.”

Chaplaincy M inistries
6401 The Paseo. Kansas City. MO 64131

H om e page
w ww.nazarene.org

M ilitary coordinator hom e page
w w w.keynet.net/~shirley

1/800/233-8962
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Late News

Dobson Returns to Focus on the Family 
Following Stroke
Jam es C. Dobson, founder 
and president o f  Focus on 
the Family, returned to his 
full responsibilities on June 
29, less than tw o weeks fol
lowing a blood 
clot-induced stroke, 
according to  a news 
release from  Focus 
on the Family.

Dobson was hos
pitalized on June 
16 after suffering a 
stroke at home.
Physicians quickly 
determ ined that a tiny blood 
clot was lodged in the part 
o f the brain that is the center 
for speech, w riting, and un
derstanding. (Dobson was 
unable to speak for the first 
12 hours.)

A fter assessing D obson’s 
condition, his physicians ad
m inistered a new m edicine 
called TPA  (tissue plas
minogen activator). TPA 
has been adm inistered to 
stroke victim s only since 
1996 and is a dangerous

m edicine that can som e
tim es cause hem orrhaging 
and even death, Dobson 
said. Yet a patient must re
ceive it within three hours 

after the stroke to 
have a chance for 
recovery. W ithin a 
few  hours D ob
son’s speech re
turned and his total 
recovery am azed 
the doctors.

One week later 
Dobson and his 

wife, Shirley, made an un
expected visit to the Focus 
on the Family cam pus and 
addressed the em ployees, 
who had assem bled for an 
update on his progress. He 
surprised the audience by 
giving the report himself.

Dobson expressed grati
tude to the medical team, 
the Focus staff and con
stituents, and well-wishers 
around the world, and he 
praised God for nothing 
short o f  a medical miracle.

Floridians Feel Effect
Although the fires that raged 
across Florida in June had 
not affected any Nazarene 
churches by press time, one 
Nazarene couple saw first
hand the dam age the fires can 
do, according to Jim M orsch, 
Nazarene D isaster Response 
field director.

Gary and April M iller 
were m arried at the Calvary 
Church o f the Nazarene in 
Apopka, Fla., on Saturday, 
June 20. Following the cere
mony. the couple drove to 
their new apartm ent, where 
they planned to spend their 
first night as husband and 
wife. W hen they arrived, still 
dressed in tuxedo and w ed
ding dress, they discovered 
their new home and all their 
personal belongings they had

of Devastating Fires
moved there in the last two 
days engulfed in flames. 
M orsch indicated that light
ning had started the fire.

The Millers spent Sunday 
"thanking God the fire didn't 
start in the middle of our first 
night.” Most everything was 
lost. Morsch said, since the 
Millers had not yet secured 
home insurance. Fellow 
Nazarenes are helping the 
couple, who are staying with 
relatives, set up housekeeping.

A ccording to M orsch, all 
67 counties in the state have 
been affected to some degree. 
The sta te 's agriculture indus
try lost more than $160 m il
lion in crops and cattle, and 
in Volusia County, one of the 
hardest hit areas, hundreds of 
residents had to be evacuated.

SATELLITE 
C PROGRAM 

GUIDEs IVetuj’

All t im es lis ted are eastern.

S E P T E M B E R  1 9 9 8
SUNDAY M TUESDAY W T F S

8:00 pm. -  9:00 p.m.D
NCN Presents: Moments 

Together *
Join the  inspira tional Nazarene evan
gelists' ce lebration in a sing-a-long 
style  form at. (R)

4:OOp .m .-5:OOp.m.□
NCN Sunday

Join in the C entenn ia l C e lebra
tion Service o f Nashville  First 
led by pastor G ary Henecke.

□ 8:00 p.m. -8 :0 5  p.m.

NCN News in Review

8:05 p.m. -9 :0 0  p.m.

Leadership Today 
with Stan Toler

Stan and h is guest, S teve W eber, d is
cuss capita l stew ardsh ip  ideas.

10 11 12

4:00 p .m .-4 :05  p.m .KB
NCN News in Review

Repeat o f Septem ber 8th 
broadcast. (R)

4:05 pm. -  5:00 p.m.

Leadership Today 
with Stan Toler

Repeat o f Septem ber 8th 
broadcast. (R)

14 m 8:00 p .m .-8 :3 0  p.m.

World Mission

16 17 18 19

Video Magazine
Join in the 40th Anniversary celebra
tion for the church's work in Germany, 
hear an update from  the Regional 
Directors, and be challenged to jo in in 
the NW MS' Day of Prayer.

8:30 p .m .-9 :0 0  p.m.

Compassion NOW !
See how Nazarene C om passionate 
M inistries is w orking to  better the 
lives of ch ildren throughout our world.

4:00p .m . - 5 3 0 p.m. 21 8:00 p .m .-8 :0 5  p.m. 23 24 25 26

NC N  Sunday
Jo in  in m orning w orsh ip  with 
Bethany First Church o f the 
Nazarene, led by Dr. Melvin 
M cC ullough. (R)

NCN News in Review

8 3 5 p.m . - 8 3 0 p .m .

NPH Presents
Meet the authors, musicians, and writers 
behind the latest resources at NPH.

8 3 0  p .m .-9:00 p.m.

Profile
Guest: Dr. Hardy Weathers, NPH presi
dent

m 4:00 P.M.-4 3 0  P.M. 28 8 3 0  p.m .-8 :1  5  p.m. 30 31

World Mission  
Video Magazine

Repeat o t Septem ber 15th 
broadcast.

4:30 p.m. -5 :0 0  p.m.

Com passion NOW!
Repeat of Septem ber 15th 
broadcast.

NCN News in Review

8:15 p.m .-8:30 p.m.

The Question Box 
with Wesley Tracy *

Dr. Tracy looks for the FUN in funda
mentalism , pastors and continuing 
education, and gets riled a t raffles in 
the  church.

8 3 0 p.m. - 9 3 0  p.m.

Pastors ’ Forum *

Schedule subject to change 
NCN program m ing on D ish TV Network is in add ition to  the regular 

program  packages, and is located on channel 901.
To order the satellite equipment, or for more information, call NPH toll free at 1 -888-663-8975.

* You m ust be registered to  v iew  these program s. (R) Rebroadcast

A u g u s t  1 998 23
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