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PREFACE

Mernopisy is one of the great facts of modern civilization, and
its vital elements are brought out in its practical results, and
particularly in the examples of its actors, great and small. The
history of Methodism in one age or place is its history in all ages
and places, with the exception of the slight variation which is
effected by time.

New facts, or old ones revived, may increase the vividness of the
impression, or vary the lights and shades of the picture, but they
create nothing, change nothing essential to the system. They
are media through which the system may be studied, and are
only valuable as they make the principles which they represent
more tangible and practical.

It is a benefit to the world to wrest facts from oblivion, and give

them a permanent record, if the facts give force to great prin-
ciples, and if they are so set forth and clothed as to facilitate
their study. The merit of a historian consists in diligence in
the collection of facts, and in the judgment with which they are
painted and arranged. The picture must be both truthful and
captivating ; without the first quality a false impression is made,
and without the second no impression at all.

In the present work the object has been to rescue from oblivion
important facts relating to a distinct period and a particular
loeality, but which have a significance in relation to the char-
acter of a great system of principles and instrumentalities.
Every new fact, and every new variety of facts, gives increased
vigor and completeness to the system, and helps the impression.
In an effort to aid this result the writer has labored with a dili-
gence which a profound conviction of its importance is calculated
to inspire. He loves the institutions of Methodism, and has been
led to the conclusion that their study in their original freshness
is important to this age.
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4 PREFACE.

There may be seen in early Methodism some adventitious cir-
cumstances which have passed away, and which ought not to be
revived ; but, at the same time, there are vital elements of the
system, which are essential to its identity and efliciency, which
are seen to great advantage in the history of our fathers. The
therough study of its early developments and struggles may
greatly aid us in preserving it in its integrity and purity.

The author frankly confesses that he has an admiration of
primitive Methodism, both in Europe and America, and especially
as it existed in the interior, in the backwoods among the pio-
neers of the country, and as maintained by the old pioneer
preachers. To him there is a charm about it superior to ro-
mance. The moral sublimity of the scenes which transpired
in those good old times transcends in stirring interest the highest
flights of the imagination in its fictitious creations.

The real importance of early Methodism arises from the fact
that it was the dawning of a glorious day, .the beginning of a
great work of God, the opening of a portion of the divine plan
for the renovation and salvation of the world. Viewed in this
light, the author has found his inspiration in his theme. The
labor has been severe but pleasant, and the results which he has
reached are far more satisfactory to his own mind than was an-
ticipated at the commencement. \

The process of constructing original history is synthetical,
that of collecting facts or fragments, and, by a philosophical
method, uniting them in one harmonious whole. The diligence
necessary in collecting the facts, the study in understanding them,
and the practical wisdom in construing them, constitute the real
difficulty in the way of success.

‘Whether the present volume is a success or a failure the author
now leaves to the judgment of an enlightened public. He has
received important aid from a large number of friends, and to
these he tenders his most cordial thanks. They are too numerous
to be named, and he would not be invidious by naming some
and neglecting others equally worthy of mention. He has in-
tended to give due credit for whatever has been contributed to the
volume by others, and whatever he has copied.

With this explanation the volume is sent forth, with the fer-
vent prayer that the blessings of God may attend it and crown
it with success. GEORGE PEOK,

ScranTon, Pa., March 27, 1860.
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EARLY METHODISM.

BOOK 1

- SOUTHERN DIVISION OF THE HISTORY, 1788-1810.

—

CHAPTER 1
ORIGIN OF METHODISM.

Merropism is the name of that form of evangelical relig-
ion which sprung up under the labors of the Wesleys and
Whitefield during the former part of the eighteenth century.

The first society or class was organized in the year
1739. This was the commencement of a movement which
has resulted in a revival of primitive Christianity through-
out Protestant Christendom, and its establishment in many
pagan countries. Methodism is essentially aggressive,
and one of the laws of its being is progress. It had its
origin in the University of Oxford, but the island of Great
Britain could not long contain its energizing spirit. It
passed over the Irish Channel, and penetrated the deep gloom
of that land which for centuries had been stultified by the
- incubus of Romish and High-Church formalism.
- Having achieved miracles in England and Ireland, Meth-

odism crossed the Atlantic and commenced its operations

in America. Priie Emury, an Irish local preacher, com-

menced preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ in the city of
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16 ; EARLY METHODISM.

New York in the year 1766. A small society was organ-
ized by Embury, and their meetings were held in “a rig-
ging' loft” in William-street, until John-street Church was
erected in the year 1768.

RoserT STRAWBRIDGE, another Irish local preacher, emi-
grated to America, and opened his mission as a preacher of
the Gospel in Frederic county, Maryland, about the same
time that Embury commenced his labors in New York.
From these two points the work of revival spread, east,
west, north, and south, until the whole country was in a
blaze. The doctrines of sudden conversion, of the witness
of the Spirit, of a present, a free, and a full salvation,
preached with the earnestness of conviction, and the power
of the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven, arrested the at-
tention of the slumbering multitudes, and awakened into
activity the backslidden and lukewarm Churches. This act-
ivity in some instances exhibited itself in the way of counten-
ance and co-operation, and in others in the form of alarm
and deadly hostility. There was no compromise offered ; it
was either submission and fealty to the cause of God and
his truth, or war, by “ the sword of the Spirit,” until the
last foe should fall.

The old Puritans of “the standing order” in the Eastern
States protested against the intrusions of the « strollers ”
upon their “ parishes,” and the High-Churchmen of the south
shook their heads and vociferated, “ Fanaticism ! wild fire!”
The dead Churches were stirred up, but at first it was like the
rattling of dead men’s bones. “There was a noise and a
shaking,” while, by the instrumentality of a few pious
preachers, God was bringing “bone to its bone,” and was
about to raise up “an exceeding great army.” The move-
ment was an earthquake which shook the mountains and
broke up old foundations, and a fire which fused the masses
and prepared them for a recasting—a transformation into a
new form of spiritual life. The instrumentality was humble,
but the influence which attended it was mighty. The sim-
ple truth, drawn from the word of God, wielded in the un-
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died eloquence of sanctified feeling, mightily broke down
barriers of prejudice and melted hard hearts. Multi-
fudes came together crying out, “ These that turn the world
‘upside down have come hither also.” Sinners wept and
‘prayed, and there was a great shout of triumph among the
followers of the new light both in city and in country. }
_ The work in America was reinforced from time to time,
by missionaries of Mr. Wesley’s appointment, until  the
Revolutionary war disturbed the relations of the two coun-
tries. Francis Asbury was one of these missionaries; and
although several of them returned to England upon the
breaking out of hostilities, he stood at his post until the
fearful struggle was over, and then identified himself for life
with the country of his adoption.

In 1782 the independence of the United States was ac-
knowledged by the government of Great Britain, and peace
established between the two countries; and in 1784, at the
«Christmas Conference” the “Methodist Episcopal Church
of the United States ? was duly organized. Thomas Coke,
LL.D., a presbyter of the Church of England, received
from Mr. Wesley letters of episcopal authority, and came
to this country for the purpose of meeting a pressing ne-
cessity of the Methodist people, affording them an ordained
ministry, who in an orderly manner could administer the
holy sacraments and feed their flocks with the bread of life.
For this they had often sent over their earnest prayers to
Mr. Wesley, whom they regarded, under God, as their
spiritual father.

Mr. Wesley preferred the episcopal form of Church gov-
ernment, but, from a careful study of the fathers and the
records of the primitive Church, had been led to abandon
the idea of apostolical succession, and to adopt that of an
official episcopacy, constituted by the presbytery, or body
of elders. The primitive bishop he considered as primus
inter parcs, or first among equals, and not of a separate
and independent order by divine right. He said he eon-
sidered himself “as scriptural a bishop as there was in En-

Early Methodism. 2
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gland.” He accordingly gave the sanction of his authority,
so far as it could go, to the origination of an episcopacy for
the Methodist societies in America. Dr. Coke called a
conference of the preachers, December 25, 1784, and that
conference formally received him as their bishop, and elected
Francis Asbury as joint superintendent. Asbury main-
tained his right to the episcopal office upon the following
grounds: “1. Divine authority ; 2. Seniority in America; -
3. The election of the General Conference; 4. Ordination
by Thomas Coke, William Philip Otterbien, German Pres-
byterian minister, Richard Whatcoat, Thomas Vasey ; 5. The
signs of an apostle.”

Mr. Wesley’s plan of Church organization and the action
of the ¢ Christmas Conference” gave great satisfaction to
the Methodist people throughout the country, albeit they -
gave huge offense to High-Churchmen both in England
and America. Under the new regimen the word of God
mightily grew and prevailed, and many of the saved were -
added to the Church. It had now been eighteen years since
Philip Embury first commenced preaching in New York, -
and ¢ the numbers in society ” are set down at 83 preachers
and 14,988 members.

The economy and discipline of Methodism had come
into being upon what, by ecclesiastical writers, is called
“the exigency of necessity,” but had already grown into a
system. The fundamental principle of this system is an
itinerant manistry. 1t is from this standpoint only that
the ecclesiastical polity of -Methodism can be seen to
advantage, or its consistency, symmetry, and efficiency
be properly appreciated. Following out this plan, the -
Methodist preachers spread themselves over the country. ~
entering every open door, penetrating the forests, and trav-
ersing the frontier settlements—carrying the Gospel of sal-
vation to every hamlet, until nearly every nook and corter
had been penetrated by the light of salvation.

The two points from which the light of Methodism radi-
ated were in the neighborhoods of the Hudson and of the
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Chesapeake ; but the rays soon met and commingled on the
banks of the Delaware, the Susquehanna, the Mohawk, the
St. Lawrence, and the northern lakes. About four years
after the organization of the Methodist Episcopal Church a
ray of the new light fell into the Wyoming Valley, and
kindled up a flame there which still burus, and we trust
" will continue to blaze higher and higher until the glorious

millennium. The particulars of the work in Wyoming will
~ be the next thing in order.

o Mt i
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CHAPTER IL
WYOMING.

Tue Wyoming Valley being a principal point whence the
Methodist movement emanated which spread over north-
ern Pennsylvania and western New York, it may be proper
to devote some attention to this celebrated locality prior to
a delineation of the origin and progress of Methodism
throughout those regions.

Wyoming is a corruption of Maughwawwame. The
name is composed of maughwau large, and wame plains,
\THE LARGE PLAINS.¥

This name was doubtless originally applied exclusively
to the valley which lies on the Susquehanna, in the county
of Luzerne, state of Pennsylvania. This is a beautiful
vale lying northeast and southwest, about twenty-one miles
by three. In history, however, the name is used for a far
more extended territory, included in a tract granted by the
crown of Great Britain to a Connecticut company, and by
them purchased from the Indians.

Wyoming was once a favorite haunt of the aboriginal
inhabitants, but had come to be regarded as a distant and

i 4 *See Wyoming: its History, stirring Incidents, and romantic Adven-
tures, by the author, pp. 9, 10.
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secluded region, not being near the great towns and head-
quarters of the Iroquois, or the Six Confederated Nations,
by whom it was claimed.

The Delawares, having fallen to the condition of a subor-
dinate tribe, were ordered to leave the country on the Dela-
ware and take possession” of Wyoming, where they were
found when the whites first visited the country.

COUNT ZINZENDORF VISITS WYOMING.

Count Zinzendorf visited Wyoming in 1742, and is sup-
posed to have been the first white man who set foot upon
this secluded spot. It is situated fifty miles beyond the
site of Bethlehem, the Moravian town, which is now of
world-wide renown, but was then just commenced. The way
to it lay across the Blue Mountains and through a trackless

wilderness. The enterprise was a most hazardous one ; but -

missionary zeal was adequate to the undertaking. All that
the Moravian missionaries as yet knew of Wyoming was
what they learned from friendly Indians, and the sum of the
whole matter was, that it was inhabited by a tribe of pagan

Indians, who were banished from the great world to a

small but beautiful vale upon the Susquehanna, where they
lived in the practice of their blind superstitions. The
count had crossed the ocean to preach the Gospel to the
poor Indians, and no labor or danger was sufficient to turn .
him aside from his purpose. Heapplied to Conrad Weiser,
a celebrated Indian agent and interpreter, to accompany him
as a guide. Weiser was too much engaged to allow him to
comply with the count’s request, but farnished him with let-
ters to a missionary by the name of Mack, who, together with
his wife,«who could speak the language of the Delawares,
proceeded immediately with him upon his perilous mission.
The Indians were much alarmed on the arrival of the
strangers, who pitched their tents on the bank of the river,
a little below their town. The purpose of the visit being
made known, the chiefs assembled in council to take the
subject into consideration. They were not able to under-
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‘stand how it was that a man should cross the great water,
and make a journey over the mountains into the wilderness,
‘merely to instruct the Delawares, and that he should do

* all this without compensation. With them the more prob-

able solution of the enterprise was a scheme for the con-

- quest of the Indians and the possession of their lands. It

was consequently gravely determined to assassinate the
party, and to do it privately, lest the knowledge of the
transaction should bring on them the vengeance of the
English, who were settling the country below the mount-
ains.

Zinzendorf was alone in his tent, scated upen a bundle
of dry weeds, engaged in writing, when the assassins ap-
proached to execute their bloody commission. It was
night, and the cool air of September had rendered a small

* fire necessary to his comfort. A blanket hung upon pins

was the only guard to the entrance of his tent. The warmth
of his fire had brought out a large rattlesnake, which lay
in the weeds, and to enjoy its influence the reptile had
crawled through the tent and passed over one of the count’s
legs unobserved. At this thoment the Indians stealthily ap-
proached the tent, and peeping in at a slight opening of the
eurtain, saw the venerable man, too deeply engaged in
thought to notice their approach, or the venomous reptile
which lay before him. The savages were filled with amaze-
ment, and hastily returning to the town, they informed their
companions that the Great Spirit protected the white man,
for they had found him with no door but a blanket, and
had seen a large rattlesnake crawl over his legs without
attempting to injure him. This circumstance, together with
the influence of Conrad Wieser, who soon came on in per-
son to the count’s aid, had great influence with the Indians,
and probably had no inconsiderable hand in inducing many
of them afterward to embrace Christianity. The count,

after having spent twenty days at Wyoming, returned to
Bethlehem.
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MORAVIAN MISSIONS AMONG THE DELAWARES.

The Moravians made considerable efforts to bring the
Indians of Wyoming under the influence of the Gospel.
There were large numbers of Delawares in the valley,
their principal town being situated not far below the site
now occupied by the borough of Wilkesbarre. Some
hundreds of these native children of the forest received
the rite of baptism, and exhibited the fruit of a change
of heart. At Wyalusing, a number of Christian Indians had
united together, without a pastor, for purposes of Christian
fellowship.

The Rev. Daniel Zeizburger came to their aid, and took
them under his pastoral supervision. Under his direction
the settlement soon exhibited signs of a state of greét
prosperity. Lands were cleared and fenced, and homes
arose for the poor scattered people. Grain, cattle, horses,
and poultry were introduced, and schools opened for the
education of the children. A church was erected, and a bell
sounded from its tower to call the people to the worship
of the living God.*

At Sheshequin, there was a large settlement of Indians,
many of whom embraced Christianity under the labors of
Rothe, the missionary, who was a most pious and zealous
laborer in the cause of Indian enlightenment ; one of a noble
band of self-sacrificing men whose labors will be rewarded
at the resurrection of the just.

For six years the congregations at Wyalusing and Sheshe-
quin continued to enjoy peace and prosperity, but causes
finally combined to render their circumstances unhappy.
The Six Nations had sold their lands to the Connecticut
people. 'White men persisted in tempting them with spir-
ituous liquors, and the Delawares on the Ohio were anxious

* This town was situated below the mouth of Wyalusing Creek, in the
neighborhood of what is called Brown Town. Their burying place was
on the bank of the river, and as the bank was carried away by the
stream, the bones of the dead could be seen not many years since.
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fhat they should emiigrate and join them. Hence, after
deliberate consultation with Zeizburger and Heckwalder at

 Wyalusing in 1770, the final decision to remove was
gadopted, and the succeeding year about two hundred and
Lﬁfty Indians, in two parties, set out for Ohio. One party,
;cbieﬂy consisting of men, with eighty oxen and other stock

:

~in proportion, went through the wilderness, suffering great
privations and hardships. Another party, with the women
~ and children, descended the river in canoes, spent a day at
* Wyoming, shed a tear over the graves of their departed
' friends, and then left their beloved Susquehanna to return
" 1o more forever. They went to the West to be cruelly
- massacred by a band of wicked and fanatical Indian-killers
" near the close of the Revolutionary war. The story of
 their cruel fate is told by the historians of the country.

The war spirit which took possession of the Indians put
" an end to the work of religion and civilization among them,
" and the ground which had been sanctified by prayer and
~ praise was subsequently stained with human gore. But for
' the war between France and England, and that between
England and the colonies, the aborigines of this country
might, with comparatively little labor, have been reclaimed
from the habits of savage life and their heathen supersti-
tions; but being prevailed upon to take “the war path,”
their conversion was then out of the question, and ever since
has appeared to be almost a forlorn hope. War in its
influence upon all classes is degrading and demoralizing,
and that it should have this tendency in its influence upon
the savage heart is by no means strange.

SETTLEMENT AND BLOODY WARS OF WYOMING.

In 1750 the New England people first visited Wyoming,
and in 1758 they sent out a party to make a map of the
country, preparatory to making a settlement there. The
proprietors of Pennsylvania also obtained a royal grant of
the same territory, and purchased it of the Indians, which
originated conflicting claims to the ownership of the soil be-
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tween the Connecticut and the Pennsylvania people, each
being supported by their respective governments. The
two parties of immigrants came into stern eollision upon
the soil, and hence arose “the Pennamite and Yankee wars.”
These wars were bloody, demoralizing, and in all respeets
most disastrous. The difficulties between the two classes
of settlers commenced in 1769, and were finally terminated
in 1799, after a continuance of thirty years.®

In the mean time the war broke out between the colonies
and the mother country. The Indians were enlisted on the
side of Great Britain, and made the most fearful demonstra-
tions of their savage temper, and their barbarous modes of
warfare upon the frontier settlements. Wyoming drank
deeply of the cup of vengeance. The famous Indian battle
on the 3d of July, 1778, in which three hundred patriots
met upon the battle field nearly a thousand British, tories,
and Indians, under the command of Colonel John Butler,
and were all, excepting about sixty, shot down or cruelly
massacred in cool blood, nearly annihilated the settlement.
-On that fatal day widows and orphans were made in great
numbers, and shrieks and groans and sighs were sent up
to heaven from the ill-starred valley like the sound of many
waters. The remnants of the settlement;, consisting mostly
of women and children, attended by a few old men and boys,
fled to the wilderness, and there some perished with hunger
and fatigue in “the shades of death;"$ while many, almost
by a miracle, succeeded in reaching the settlements at the
east, and finally found their way to New England. The
remnants of many of the families which were broken to
pieces and scattered by the unequal and sanguinary conflict
upon the plains soon returned to their beloved Wyoming,
and then became permanently settled. They were, how-
ever, constantly harassed by bands of the mereiless say-

* See Wyoming, ete., by the author.

t A dense pine forest in the mountain, about ten miles east of the val-
ley, and so named from the fact that there death released several of the
fugitives from their toils and sorrows on the first night after their flight.
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Eages, who robbed, killed, and made prisoners, as opportunity
served. Strange scenes mark the whole history of Wyo-
‘ming from the period of its first settlement to the termina-
‘tion of the civil war.

r PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY OF WYOMING.

~ Wyoming was a battle-field, both between the whites and
‘Indians, and the Connecticut and Pennsylvania people, be-
cause it was considered a prize worth contending for. The
Yankees, who had left their rocky hills behind them, and
found in the western wilderness a sort of paradise, were
‘slow in making up their minds to abandon the fertile soil
“of Tur erEAT pLAIN. Having had a taste of the wheat, the
corn, the fish, the wild game, and wild fruits of Wyoming,
they clung to it with a death grasp, and as often as they
‘were driven across the eastern mountains they gathered
strength, and returned in the face of the most fearful hard-
| ships, and even of death itself. Such was the luxuriance of
- the soil, and such the resources of the mountains and rivers,
that the hardy and industrious settlers, after having been
again and again robbed of their last penny, and left with
scarcely rags enough to cover their nakedness, as often, in
a very short period and with a few brave struggles, arose
to a condition of competency and comfort.* It was no bar-
ren soil for which such contests were waged, and which suf-
fered so many wasting desolations without being deserted
by its inhabitants.
~ When the Yankee power in Wyoming had become too
strong to be subdued, and the people of Pennsylvania, by
a potent public sentiment, had forced their law-makers to
listen to sober counsels, and the greedy land-jobbers to re-
lax their grasp, compremises were enacted which settled
 the disturbed elements of society, and ushered in a period
of peace and great prosperity: Industry was quickened,
the country was cleared up, the population was imereased,

~ *See the “ Stories and Personal Experiences of Mrs. Myers and Mrs.
Bedford,” Wyonung, ete., pp. 133-220. ‘

.
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and Wyoming was a beautiful, quiet, prosperous, and happy
rural district. It soon needed a market, and a turnpike
road was constructed across the Pocono to Easton, on the
Delaware. Hither the farmers brought their wheat, a dis-
tance of sixty miles, in the summer on heavy wagons, and
in winter on sleds. Here they procured their groceries,
cloths, ete. The river was also a channel of commerce, but
. its navigation was difficult and dangerous, and was only at-
tempted by a few of the most hardy and enterprising ad-
venturers. Still Wyoming was far away from the great
business world, nestled in the mountains in isolation and
solitude. , '
The spirit of modern improvement finally brought about
a great change in the condition of things. Now the North
Branch Canal and the railroads bring it into close neigh-
borly associations with New York, Philadelphia, Balti-
more, and the Great West. The whistle of the locomotive
and the thunder of the cars have broken the stillness and
gloom of the past, and a new era has dawned upon this
beauteous land. _
Beneath the surface, at unequal depths, in the valleys of |
Wyoming and the Lackawanna lies an unbroken basin of -
anthracite coal of the finest quality and in inexhaustible
quantity. Many veins of different thicknesses are now
penetrated, and the coal and iron business gives character
to the commerce of the country. Now all is astir where
but a few years since all was as still and silent as the house
of death. Agriculture is still a profitable business here ; it
is, however, but a small interest in comparison with that of
the coal and iron. Where the crops which were raised by
the farmers once sought a distant and cheap market, vast
amounts of flour, pork, and beef, from Western New York,
Michigan, Illinois, and Ohio, are now consumed. W yoming
is now and must continue to be a great mining district ; but
it differs from nearly all the other mining districts in the
world, in that it possesses a luxuriant soil, and is capable
of sustaining a dense population from. its own resources.
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CHAPTER III.

1788-1792.

ORIGIN OF METHODISM IN WYOMING.

" Tag revolutionary storm had blown over, and its blight-
ing moral influence was now to be encountered by the
Christian minds of the country. Morals and religion had
‘suffered fearfully everywhere, but perhaps nowhere more
“than in Wyoming.
- The elements of which society was to be constructed, and
‘reduced to a settled and stable condition in Wyoming, may
well be imagined. The impoverishing and demoralizing
ects of the war with Great Britain, aggravated by the
“employment of the savages, who once owned the soil, and
considered themselves in some sense as robbed of their
‘natural birthright, and the still more desolating influences
‘of'a civil war, afforded no very flattering promises of the
~ formation of a moral and orderly community. Parties
- were there who had met in the field of deadly conflict, and
~ in whose bosoms still rankled the most terrible hatred. The
relics of the army were sprinkled through the community;
‘and some of these, both male and female, had imbibed hab-
Jits which are common to the camp, and were not likely,
ijﬂpon the return of peace, easily to change their moral hue.
- Old grudges, and the universal anxiety for the comforts of
life and the quiet of home, now would be supposed adverse
to the immediate organization of the institutions of religion.
- 0ld Parson Johnson, a Congregationalist, was in Wilkes-
barre, having survived the perils of the wars, and there had
been occasional religious services held in different places;
‘but there was no general religious movement in Wyoming

.
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until the year 1788, five years after the termination of the
Revolutionary war, and ten years subsequent to the fatal 3d
of July, when the soil was stained with the hearts’ blood of
the little patriot band of her first settlers.

In 1784, as we have seen, the Methodist Episcopal Church
was duly organized at the * Christmas Conference.” Meth-
odism had been propagated in Maryland, Delaware, New
York, and Pennsylvania. It had commenced to work like
leaven in the meal, and was seen taking root in many remote
settlements and sparsely settled districts along the Hudson,
the Delaware, and the Susquehanna. As the enterprising
were crowding into the famous and beautiful Valley of
Wyoming, Methodism crossed the mountains and com-
menced its work in Kingston. Here the first Methodist :
meetings were held, and here it was that Methodism, as a
form of Christianity and an element of religious power,
commenced its triumphs in Wyoming. i

The commencement of Methodism in Wyoming was not
the fruit of missionary labor, or of the regular preaching |
of an authorized ministry, but of the efforts of a mere lay-
man, and he was a humble mechanic.

Axnxive Owex came to Wyoming from New England
with the daring spirits who emigrated after the commence-
ment of the Revolutionary war. He was one of the hand-
ful of courageous men who were defeated and scattered by
an overwhelming force under the command of Colonel John -
Butler. In the battle he was by the side of his brother-in-law,
Benjamin Carpenter. He stood the fire of the enemy, and
answered it, shot after shot, in such quick suceession that
the barrel of his gun became burning hot. “My gun is so_
hot that I cannot hold it,” exclaimed the brave patriot
soldier. “Do the best you can then,” was the reply of his
friend. = A shot or two more, and the day was lost. Owen
and Carpenter fled to the river, and secreted themselves
under cover of a large grape-vine which hung from the
branches of a tree and lay in the water. Roger Searl, a lad,
followed them, and the three lay in safety until the darkness
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‘the night enabled them to gain the fort. They were a

ortion of the small number who escaped with their lives

om the bloody encounter without swimming. the river.

he place of their concealment was near the mouth of Shoe-

aker's Creek. While there fearful sights of barbarous

uelty in the river above pained their eyes and stung their

puls to agony. They saw through the leaves Windecker,

e tory, tomahawk Shoemaker and set his body afloat,

nd the mangled corpse of their friend and neighbor passed

et]y by them, carried slowly down into the eddy by the
gurrent.

- In the account which Mr. Owen often subsequently gave
f his escape, he stated that, when upon the run, he expected
every moment to be shot or tomahawked, and the terrible
thought of being sent into eternity unprepared filled his soul
“ith horror.  He then resolved if he should be killed that he
would fall on his face and spend his last breath in prayer to
d for mercy. He prayed as he ran, and when he lay in
o water his every breath was occupied with the silent but
nest prayer, “God have mercy on my soul !” ~ There and
en it was that he gave his heart to God, and vowed to be
orever. He was spared, and did not, as thousands do,
rget the vows he made in the hour of his distress.

Mr. Owen returned to the East with the fugitives, but he
as a changed man. He considered his deliverance from
“death as little short of a miracle, and that in it there was a
wise and gracious design, which had reference to his eternal
“well-being. He was now a man of prayer, possessed a
tender conscience, and indulged a trembling hope in Christ.
* In this condition Mr. Owen became acquainted with the
Methodists. Their earnest and powerful preaching, and the
“doctrines which they taught, met in his heart a ready re-
.onse. He was of an ardent temperament, and was never
i favor of half-way measures in anything. He soon drank
in the spirit of the early Methodists, and was as full of en-
"fhusiasm as any of them. His religious experience became
“more deep and thorough, and his evidence of sins forgiven
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more clear and satisfactory. He now rejoiced greatly in
the liberty wherewith Christ had made him free, and panted
to be useful. The language of his inmost soul was:

€0 that the world might taste and see
The riches of his grace !

The arms of love that compass me
Would all mankind embrace.”

In this state of mind Mr. Owen returned to Wyoming -
and settled among his old companions in tribulation. He
was a blacksmith, and he commenced, as he supposed, ham-
mering out his fortune between Kingston village and Forty- -
fort, at the point where the highway crosses Toby’s Creek.
There still stands the humble frame house which he built, -
and which his family occupied for many years. '

Mr. Owen had no sooner become settled in W yoming
than he commenced conversation with his neighbors upon
the subject of religion, and began with many tears to tell
them what great things God had done for his soul. His
words were as coals of fire upon the heads and the hearts of
those he addressed, and he soon found a deep sympathy
with his ideas and feelings was abroad and rapidly extend- -
ing. He appointed prayer-meetings in his own house. The |
people were melted down under his prayers, his exhorta- |
tions, and singing. He was invited to appoint meetings at |
other places in the neighborhood, and he listened to the call.
A revival of religion broke out at Ross Hill, about a mile
from his residence, and just across the line which separates
the townships of Kingston and Plymouth, Great power at-
tended the simple, earnest efforts of the blacksmith, and
souls were converted to God. He studied the openings of
Providence, and tried in all things to follow the divine light.
He was regarded by the young converts as their spiritual
father, and to him they looked for advice and comfort.

Mr. Owen, now considering himself providentially called
upon to provide, at least temporarily, for the spiritual wants
of his flock, formed them into a class. Most of the members
of the little band residing in the neighborhood of Ross ITill,
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kb&t point became the center of operations. This class was
called the Ross Hill class until the old order of things passed
away. '
There is still lingering upon the shores of time one mem-
ber of this class—the first Methodist class formed within
the bounds of our territory—and that is Mrs. DEsoran
Beprorp. This “mother in Israel” has ever been a uni-
form and consistent Christian and an unflinching Methodist,
and it is especially fortunate that she has been spared to
leave behind her a record of the origin of Methodism in the
‘Wyoming Valley. She is one of the number who have
traveled with the Church from early youth to extreme old
‘age without ever having the slightest stain upon her Chris-
tian character, or exhibiting the least evidence of backslid-
ing, or even of wavering, in her Christian course. She has
been a member of the Church for seventy-two years, and for
forty-two years of this period it has been our happiness to
,lenjoy her acquaintance and her personal friendship. She is
now in the full exercise of her intellectual faculties, often
attends divine service, and is patiently waiting for her Lord
to say, It is enough; come up higher.
Mrs. Bedford says shesjoined the class at Ross Hill in
1788, in the fall; and she thinks Mr. Owen commenced
meetings and formed the class in the spring of the same
year. The little band were for the time well content to re-
gard as their spiritual guide the man who had first raised
the standard of the cross in their midst, and been the means,
under God, of their conversion. He had not been consti-
tuted in the regular way either preacher, exhorter, or class-
“Jeader; and yet he exercised the functions of all these of-
fices, under the sanction of Providence, and to the great
satisfaction and odification of the little Church in the wilder-
ness.
Mr. Owen proceeded for a while under his extraordinary
' commission, but finally began to be seriously exercised in
" mind upon the subject of the ministry.
Benjamin Carpenter, Esq., had become a member of Mr.

.
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" as from other data it seems well settled that Aunt Ruth
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Owen’s class, and was laboring under similar impressions.
Upon comparing notes, they concluded to settle the question
by opening the Bible and following the lead of the first pas-
sage which presented itself. Squire Carpenter handed the
Bible to Mr. Owen, and upon opening it, the first sentence
his eyes fell upon was: “ Woe is me If I preach not the
Gospel.” Squire Carpenter said, “I cannot.” Mr. Owen
said, “I will.” The thing with him was settled, and he
then began to meditate upon the measures necessary to carry .
into effect his resolution. He visited some point at the .
East, where Methodism had a local habitation and a name,
and on returning, at a meeting of his society, he said: “I
have received a regular license to preach, and now have full
power to proceed in the work.”

Upon an examination of the old Minutes, it will be seen
that Wyoming was not recognized until 1791—three years
after the organization of the first class. j

Upon being asked what they did for preaching all this ]
time, Mrs. Bedford answered : “O, Father Owen hammered
away for us, and we did very well. We were all happy in -
God, and were not so very particular.”

This lady gives the following lisg of the Ross Hill class:
Anning Owen and wife, Mr. Gray and wife, Abram Adams,
Stephen Baker and wife, Mrs. Wooley, and Nancy Wooley.
Subsequently came in Mrs. Ruth Pierce, Alice and Hannah
Pierce, Samuel Carver and his father, and Joseph Brown,
Captain Ebenezer Parish and wife, and Darius Williams and
wife. : '

In conversation subsequently to giving this list, Mrs.
Bedford said the Pierce members did not join until some
time after she did. Four or five years must have elapsed,

Pierce did not become a member of the class until 1792.
The account of Mrs. Bedford’s conversion, in her own
simple and appropriate language, is as follows: “] joined
the class in the sixteenth year of my age. Ihad been under.
concern of mind from May, I think, to September. I was
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when I was awakened, and was then keeping house for
f father at Pittston,* where he and my uncle were build-
g a forge. I was singing the two following lines:

¢ O may it all my powers engage,
To do my Master’s will.’

¢ inquiry came home to me, ‘Do you strive to do your
ster’s will? I was then flung into the greatest agony of
mind; I walked the floor and wrung my hands, and then
Il upon my knees and cried for mercy; but I felt as if
gre was no mercy for me. Then I opened the Bible, and
it condemned me. I continued between hope and despair
five months. It was on Thursday night, in prayer-meet-
'in Kingston, that the Lord set my soul at liberty. The
eting was a very solemn one, and when the last prayer
s finished my burden rolled off, and my soul was filled
love, light, and power; it seemed as if the walls of the
e praised God. The change was soon discovered in my
tenance. Sister Owen asked me the state of my mind,
I expressed my feelings as well as I eould. Glory to
for all he did for my soul that night! This is my ex-
ce as well as I can tell it.” The pious reader will say,
that is well enough; no one need tell a better experience,
t tell it in more appropriate and eloquent language.
Mrs. Bedford gives the following account of the progress
e work. She says: “ When Mr. Owen and Mr. Gray
ed in, they, with Mr. Adams, immediately set up prayer-
meetings and class-meetings, and the Lord poured out his
Spirit upon us. Saints rejoiced and praised God, and sin-
s fell on the floor and cried for mercy, and few were able
sep their seats. These meetings were held on Sundays,
day evenings, and Thursday nights. This disturbed the
my’s camp, and raised persecution against us, and our
imes were cast out as evil ; but the more they persecuted
more the Lord blessed us.
“The first minister that was sent among us was Mr.

* The place was near the Lackawanna station, on the railroad.
ly Methodism. ¢
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Mills, the next was Mr. Lovel. They came from News
burgh circuit. 3

Narpanier B. Miizs had the honor of being the first:
Methodist itinerant who found his way over the mountam&
into the classic vale of Wyoming. In the fall of 1824, when f
the writer was in charge of the Susquehanna district, this
veteran soldier of the cross visited Wilkesbarre, on the oc-
casion of a quarterly meeting, with the venerable Henry
Smith, who then had charge of the Northumberland district,
Baltimore Conference. This was a great treat to us all.i
Father Mills then informed us that he was the first itinerant.
Methodist. preacher who visited Wyoming, and, both in
public and in private, gave stirring accounts of the incidents:
of that visit. This was in 1789, when he traveled New-!
burgh circuit. Joseph Lovel traveled on Newburgh circuit in
1790, and he was the next preacher who visited the valley.
These early missions to Wyoming were not protracted or
often repeated. Of Mr. Lovel Mrs. Bedford seys; “He
preached but a few times and then went away.” i

At this period there were no conference lines. The
“elder ” had a certain number of circuits in charge, and
the preachers attended conference as directed by Bishop
Asbury. In 1790 “Thomas Morrell, elder,” embraced
within his district New York, Elizabethtown, Long Island;
New Rochelle, and Newburgh. '

The next conference held its session in New York, May
26, 1791. At that conference James Campbell was ap-
pointed to Wyoming, and Robert Cloud was elder. His
district embraced Newburgh, Wyoming, New York, New
Rochelle, and Long Island. We know little of his labors
on the district: one of his quarterly meetings, however, is
recollected.

Mrs. Bedford says: “Our first quarterly meeting was
held at Ross Hill in a barn. I think Mr. Cloud was our
presiding elder. We had a very solemn meeting ; the Lord
was truly with us. The Lord now added daily to his
Church. Ihad been taught that it was a dreadful thing to
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ptake of the sacrament unworthily. I cried to the Lord,
§if it was my duty to keep away I might be enabled to
; I said, Lord, I am not worthy. The answer was, Go
y name. I stepped from seat to seat until I came to
g last; I then knelt down and partook. I felt sweet peace
consolation, and went home rejoicing that the Lord
ed me to discharge my duty.”
According to the Minutes, Robert Cloud was continued
0 charge of the same district in 1792. He however only
ed on the district a small portion of the year, and in
3 he stands among such -as were “under a location
ough bodily weakness or family concerns.”

ORIGIN OF METHODISM IN NORTHUMBERLAND CIRCUIT.

orthumberland circuit appears on the Minutes in 1791,
ear in which Wyoming makes its first appearance;
, the Methodist movement in Wyoming commenced
years earlier than in the valleys below. The following
ount of the inauguration of the movement in Northumber-
d is taken from a “ Summary History of the Methodist
iscopal Church in the West Branch Valley, by A. H.
Henry,” being an appendix to the “History of the
est Branch Valley of the Susquehanna, by J. F. Megin-
s.” Mr. M'Henry says: “As regards the Methodist
hurch, the first authentic information of their. efforts to
jpomote the Gospel in this region is from the Minutes of
the conference held at Baltimore, May 6, 1791. " A new
V';ﬁ‘cuit, with others in different parts, called Northumber-
land, was formed, and two preachers appointed, namely :
'»ggmrd Parrott and Lewis Browning. The country had
previously been explored by the former without receiving
‘or asking any compensation for his services or expenses.
wlns circuit, from the time of its formation till 1806, ex-
“tended over the following territory : From Wilkesbarre,*
down the valley of the North Branch to Northumberland,

“* From Wilkesbarre to Brier Creek the territory belonged to Wyo-
- ming circuit.

.
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through the West Branch, including White Deer, Hole Valley,
and up the Bald Eagle, about four miles above Millsburgh
and the same distance up Spring Creek from Bellefonte to;
Penn’s Valley, near and south of Potter’s Fort; thence by
the old horse-path to Buffalo Valley and Northumberland. *

“ Each preacher traveled around this circuit in four weeks
preaching every day, except where the distance was too
great, as from Penn’s to Buffalo Valleys, thus supplying
each appointment once in two weeks. During the first pa
of the year 1791 there was no regular preaching place
from Northumberland to Lycoming Creek ; the latter was
at the house of Arad Sutton. This house, or a part of it, is
yet standing on the east bank of the Lycoming Creek, on
the main road from Williamsport to Jersey Shore, and is
now owned by Oliver Watson, Esq., of the former place.
At this place was formed the first society above Northum-
berland. After a lapse of sixty-five years, it would not be
expected to find many of the members of that society live}
ing; yet two still survive, namely, Letitia Williarns, of’
Montoursville, aged eighty-two years and one month; and
Rebecca Smith, of Lycoming township, aged ninety-four
and a half years. She came to Lycoming in 1774. Mrs,
Williams did not join the society till about 1795.

“The names of the members of the first class are given
entire, as follows: James Bailey, leader ; Rhoda Bailey,
Amariah Sutton, Martha Sutton, John Sutton, Dorothy Sut-
ton, Harman Updegraff, Eric Updegraff, Susanna Upde
graff, Hannah Sutton,* Rebecca Smith, living ; Alexander
Smith, Ebenezer Still, Letitia Williams, living.

“Soon after the organization of this class, societies werg
formed at various other points. At Larry’s Creek was,
one of the earliest above, or perhaps, at a yet earlier time
Antis’s, on Bald Eagle. :

“In the month of August, 1806, a camp-meeting was held
on Chillisquaqua Creek, half a mile from the river. This was
the first camp-meecting held in this section of the state.”

* Died April, 1855, in Indiana, aged ninety-four years and four months,
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" There was a meeting-house at Sutton’s, of which we hear
much in the accounts of the old preachers. A log meeting-
house was at Antis’s, where there was a great revival of
eligion in the days of George Harmon’s presiding elder-
hip on the Susquehanna district.
‘In 1792 William Colbert and James Campbell stand on
he Minutes connected with Northumberland circuit. Col-
ert has left a journal of his travels, to which we shall make
equent allusions as we proceed.
‘Thomas Ware succeeded Robert Cloud in charge of the
strict. In his published autobiography, Mr. Waresays: “In
he spring of 1792 I was appointed to Staten Island, where I
bored a short time with much satisfaction and some suc-
oss, and then took charge of the Susquehanna district.”
Previous to Mr. Campbell’s coming to W yoming circuit
the work of God had spread extensively through the valley.
jhad run from Ross Hill to the upper part of Kingston,
ad gone down to Plymouth, and had extended across the
iver to Hanover and Newport.
" Mrs. Bedford was the daughter of James Sutton, Esq.,
and he had removed to Pittston, and in connection with his
Mer-m law, Dr. W. Hooker Smith, had erected a forge.
}ﬁu Bedford says: “Mr. Campbell preached at my father’s
“once in two weeks; - my mother, myself, and two of the
“workmen were all that were in the class. It was like
pi'mhmg to the walls. Pittston was, at that time, a very
. ened place, and great prejudice was raised against us.’
3"«'[11 1791, the year Mr. Campbell took charge of Wyoming
"ﬁrcmt one hundred members are reported, and, as near as
ean be ascertained, fifty of those belonged to the Ross Hill
'ﬁns Such was the success of the blacl\smlth preacher,
the earnest men and women who came up to his help,
: @hrmg the first three years of their labors without regular
l» ral supervision.
“In 1792 William Hardesty stands connected with Wyo-
ming circuit, but we can find no traces of his labors, and
‘survivors do not recollect him. It is probable he never
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came to the circuit. Mrs. Bedford says: “ Anthony Turck
followed Mr. Campbell.” Mr. Turck was admitted on trial
the following year, and it is probable he was employed this
year by the elder. 3

CHAPTER 1IV.
WYOMING, TIOGA, AND SENECA CIRCUITS, 1792-1800.

ORIGIN OF METHODISM IN TIOGA.

About this period a current of emigration moved norths
ward, and several Methodist families from Wyoming, and
further south, settled in the Tioga country. These sheep
scattered through the wilderness, called for the aid and
supervision of regular pastors. These emigrations led te
the organization of Tioga circuit. ,

At Tioga was once the residence of “ Queen Esther.” He o
she bore rule, and here she celebrated idolatrous rites. Her
dumb gods were here found among the ashes of her templey
which was consumed by fire at the command of Col. Hartley
in 1778. She was a halfbreed, partially educated, partiall
civilized, and partially Christianized ; still the savage and
the heathen were prevailing elements in her character.* =

Wyalusing and Sheshequin constituted the scenes of a
serious experiment, on the part of the Moravian missionaries
to civilize and Christianize a body of Delaware Indians.
All that prayer, self-denying labor, and pious example could
do for the poor Indian was done here. Eternity alone wi I
reveal the sacrifices and sufferings of those self-denying serv:
ants of Jesus Christ in the cause of Indian improvement.§
They deserved to succeed—they doubtless did succeed
fitting a few of the poor children of the forest for heaven
but the demon of war arrested them in the midst of thei
godlike labors, and the star of hope went down in darkness.

* See Queen Esther’s Rock, Wyoming, p. 284.



-

TIOGA CIKCUIT. 39

n 1792 the name of John Hill stands connected with
ga. No circuit having distinct bounds had as yet been *
ned there. Tioga was a mission of indefinite extent,
jigned to embrace the new settlements from ‘Wyalusing
h and west wherever they might be found nestled in the
ise and lofty forests.

It/is not certain that Hill entered this new field during the
it, but it was entered and cultivated by another, who
de for himself a history as a pioneer preacher. This was
uram Corserr. In the Minutes Mr. Colbert stands con-
ted this year with Northumberland circuit ; but fortun-
Iy he has left a diary, which contains a record of his
wels and labors during his life, and we have been so for-
ate as to obtain it. For this favor we are indebted to
iss Elizabeth Colbert, his daughter, who is its owner, and
éps it as a sacred relic.

We shall find Mr. Colbert at the General Conference of
92 in the city of Baltimore, and then shall follow him to
 wilds of Tioga.

&Thursday, Nov. 1. General Conference of the bishops,
ders, and deacons of the M. E. Church met in Baltimore.
e tules of the house were drawn up to-day, and few
bates about them.

4Friday, 2. 1t was moved in the General Conference to-
y that the power of the bishop should be so far abridged
at in case a preacher could make it appear that the bishop
his appointment had injured him, by appealing from the
shop to the conference, the bishop [if the conference
puld sustain the appeal] should give him an appointment
ewhere, which was seconded and ably defended by O’Kelley,
ey, Hull, Garrettson, and Swift; and opposed by Reed,
! is, Morrell, Everett, and others.

“Saturday, 3. The day spent in debate about the appeal.
“Sunday, 4. Dr. Coke preached a delightful sermon from
jom. viii, 16. In the afternoon O’Kelley preached on Luke
wil, 5. The power of the Lord attended the word. At
ight Willis preached on Psalm xcv, 10, 11.
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“Monday, 5. The day spent in debate about the appeal..
#It was put to vote, but was not carried. This so grieved
O’Kelley that he withdrew from the connection.

“Tuyesday, 6. The conference undertook the revisal of the

form of Discipline as concerns the duties of elders, deacons,
and preachers. I attended conference from Wednesday, 7,
to Thursday, 15, except Thursday forenoon. On Wednes-

day, 14, James Thomas and I were ordained elders, and I

was appointed to fill the station of Wyoming and Tioga.”

MR. COLBERT’S MISSION TO TIOGA.

Mr. Colbert set off upon his northern trip without delay,
taking Northumberland in his way. His brief stay at this

place he thus notices :

“Monday, 26. Rode to Northumberland, and lodged at
William Bonham’s, who was not at home. I was treated |

kindly by the family.
“Tuesday, 27. Spent the day in getting ready for my
journey. Preached at night on Matt. xviii, 3.

“ Wednesday, 28. Spent a little time in reading the life |

of that good man, Mr. Brainerd. At night met a class. I
am not as much engaged in religious exercises as I ought to
be. Too much of my precious time slips away unimproved.

O that I may be more engaged in the work of -God than

ever!”

What a lesson we have here! Mr. Colbert stops with |

his old friends to prepare for his journey to the frontier set-
tlements. He is upon a toilsome and hazardous journey,
but he thinks not of rest. He spends but two whole days
in the place, and one evening he preaches; the next day he

reads the Life of Brainerd and meets a class, and then sits

down and writes in his diary that he is “not as much
engaged in religious exercises as he ought to be!”

We will now give the reader some specimens of the
travels of a pioneer Methodist preacher through the center
of the present Wyoming Conference :

“Thursday, 29. Rode from Northumberland to Joseph
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Joden’s, at Fishing Creek. Fell in company with Mr.
forgan at Mahoning Creek, where I had to pay a quarter
"a dollar for their riding my horse over the creek ; what I
eould have done myself.
. “Friday, 30. Spends the day with his old friends, Rob-
“ert Owen and Widow Salmon.
. “Saturday, Dec. 1. 1 bid farewell to my kind old friends
at Ogden’s, and set off for Tioga. Called at Isaac Hol-
ays, at Berwick. Rode to Salem, and lodged at Amos
* Park’s. These are truly friendly people. The woman has
ad a Christian experience. I am happy that I found them.
[called at one Cortwright’s, about a mile back, who, I believe,
when they found I was a Methodist preacher, did not want
me to stay with them. They readily directed me to Park’s,
ind I as cheerfully went.*®
- “Sunday, 2. 1 have had ene of the worst roads from
Salem to Nanticoke, in Wyoming, where I, for the second
ime, heard a Presbyterian minister preach. His name is
y. He spoke from 2 Cor. iv, 17. He preached at
hobel Bidlack’s. He spoke well. I lodged at Aaron
Hunt’s. Three beds were brought out and laid on the floor ;
had one of them.
Monday, 3. This morning set off for Tioga; got to Lack-
wanna in the afternoon, where I fed my horse at Baldwin’s
avern, on the bank of the Susquehanna. I traveled on,
hinking that when I got to Dalytown I would get some
efreshment for myself; but I was so unfortunate as to
wander into an uninhabited wilderness, till the gloomy wings
jf starless and moonless night began to cover me. I was
miles from the habitation of any human being, in the cold
ponth of December, surrounded by howling, ravening
wolves and greedy bears. Inferring from several chunks
extinguished firebrands] lying by a brook that some sol-
fary traveler must have taken up his lodging here, and that
here could be no house near, I turned my horse about and

" #Brother L. Grant says they subsequently became good Methodists,
ind were very hospitable.
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measured back my weary steps the rough and solitary
way I came. And through the mercxful providence of
God I returned to the settlement and got a night’s
quarters at one Scott’s, where I thought myself well
off in getting a little Indian bread and butter for my
supper.  After some religious conversation, and prayer -
with the family, I lay down in a filthy cabin to take
a little rest, after a day of hard toil. May the Lord enable
me, with true Christian patience and magnanimity of soul,
to endure all the hardships incident to a traveling life among
the hideous mountains before me!

“Tuesday, 4. Paid one and sixpence for my accommoda-
tions—the man was moderate in his charge—and being im- -
patient to see Dalytown, I set off without my breakfast. But
O perplexing! I missed my way again; and after travelmg
up a lofty mountain found the road Wound around down the
river, and it brought me in sight of the house I left. I then
attempted to keep the river side, but this was impracticable,
so I had to turn back again, glad enough to get out of the
narrows. This morning breakfasted on a frozen turnip. I
called at a house, wanting something for me and my horse,
but the uncomfortable reply, ¢ No bread,” again was heard.
However, here I got something for my horse, and at a house
a little distance off I got something for my almost half
starved self, at the moderate price of a fivepenny bit. So
strengthened and refreshed, I crossed a towering mountain
to Dalytown, that long desired place. But how am I mis-
taken! Instead of finding a tavern here, where man and
horse might be refreshed, the ideal Dalytown vanished, and
the real one—a smoky log cabin or two—heaves in view.*
I lodged at old Mr. Jones’s. The old man I met by the
way ; the old woman and a girl were at home. I spent the
evening very agreeably with them, reading the Life of John
Haime. May I never murmur at a few hardships in such
a work !

* This place was on the east side of the Susquehanna, below Gardner’s :
Ferry.
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" “Wednesday, 5. A day or two of rest would have been very
ecable to me; but as the old woman expressed much
satisfaction at the favordbleness of the day to the traveler, I

d her farewell, with thanks, and reached Teague’s Hill
Tnow called Russel Hill, between Tunkhannock and Meshop-
‘pen] a miserable place indeed, kept by one Mulson. It was

23

i most sunset when I got there; the next house was about

; fop of Teagues Hill 1 have to stay, w1th two hunters, a
‘young woman, and the man and his wife. I took up my
lodging on some bed clothes, with my head in the chimney

“ Thursday 6. Rejoicing at the return of the morning, I
id two and sixpence for my accommodations, and set off
‘on my journey. It is really hard times with me. I had
sell one of Wesley’s funeral sermons for sixpence that I
should have had elevenpence for, to help pay my reckoning.
I rode six miles before I got anything for my poor horse.
.zi At Wigdon’s, at Meshoppen, I called for something for my
é'-’ﬁorse and some smoky dirty corn was brought. But as
for myself, I thought I would wait a little longer be-
fore I would eat in such a filthy place. I talked to the
filthy woman, who was sitting over the ashes with three
or four dirty children in the chimney-corner, about the sal-
vation of her soul. She was kind; she took nothing for
what T had ; so I proceeded on my journey, and arrived at
Gideon Baldwin’s, the lowest [farthest south] house on my
- Tioga circuit. They received me kindly, and got me some-
f'f"thing to eat. I have traveled over hills and mountains
~ without breakfast or dinner.”
 Baldwin’s was at the mouth of the Wyalusing. The dis-
* tance which our traveler toiled on “ over hills and mount-
- ains without breakfast or dinner,” must have been about
~ twenty-five miles, a long way, considering the state of the
~ roads, for a man to travel fasting. The reader will remark
~ that Mr. Colbert was always much annoyed by filthy peo-
~ ple and filthy lodgings. He was of a respectable family,

&
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and was raised in an old country where the comforts of life
were abundant and society was comparatively refined. One
must have some little experience ih frontier life to be able:
to appreciate the sacrifices which such a man would make
in associating with wild hunters, dirty and ragged men, wo-
men, and children! Then to think of setting out upon such
a journey without money, having to sell a pamphlet worth
eleven cents for sizpence to pay his lodging bill, and feeling
so poor over the loss of fivepence as to sit down and mourn
over it. Ah! “hard times,” sure enough. What but a
strong sense of duty would have kept a man in any kind
of heart through such “ times” as these? But our itinerant
now has some relief. He has reached his field of labor;
he meets with a kind reception and finds comfortable quar-
ters. We will now follow him around his circuit :

“ Friday, 7. 1 rested myself at my good old friend
Baldwin’s ; read my Bible, and the experience of several of
the preachers. 1

“ Saturday, 8. Spent reading the Bible and Preacher’s
Experience, and in the evening lectured on the 5th of Matt.,
twelve verses. ; 3

“ Sunday, 9. I preached at Guy Wells’s on Acts iii, 19,
Old Mr. Stafford, a Baptist preacher, was present. ‘When
I had done he preached on Sol. Songs ii, 10. He told the
people that Christ had done all, and they had nothing:
to do.

« Monday, 10. Preached to a few people up Wyalusing
Creek at one Pierce’s. He and his wife have their names
on our class-paper down the creek at Baldwin’s, but are
not well enough acquainted with Methodism to like class-
meetings. But the woman can give as satisfactory an
account of her conversion as I ever heard. And what a
pity! she is one of those that believe in the impossi-
bility of a final fall after a real conversion. [ returned
to Baldwin’s. This man’s heart and house are open to all
who come.

“ Tuesday, 11. Trode from Baldwin’s to Burney’s. I was
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ppy in singing the praises of God. I preached on Matt.
v, 6, and sung the fifty-sixth hymn of our collection. Rode
!K'.with C. M. to our old friend B.’s.  Here I could not enjoy
“myself; the people are shamefully dirty.

. “Wednesday, 12. I preached at Elijah Townsend’s on
" Rev. xxii, 17. In this place Satan had been sowing the
Ef seeds of discord in the society. I expect to have trouble
_with this people. After preaching I rode with C. M. to
. Nathan Brown’s, across Breakneck Hill, a horrid precipice.
|« Thursday, 18. 1 preached to a few people at Nathan
' Brown’s, some of whom were Baptists, on Matt. v, 4. This
' is the most comfortable house I have been in since I left
~Northumberland. Nathan Brown and his wife are very
kind people.

. “Friday, 14. Rode from Nathan Brown’s, in New Sheshe-
" quin, to Daniel M’Dowel’s, in Chemung, York state,
" where I was well used. I preached at night on 2 Cor.
- xifi, 5. 1 had not freedom in speaking. The land here is
excellent, and is not so hemmed in with mountains as it is
Jower down the river; it is on the Tioga River.

" “Saturday, 15. Rode to Mr. Seeley’s, up Seeley’s Creek,
- and spoke at night on the second paragraph of the twenty-
fifth chapter of Matthew. This is a very thick settlement,
~and the land is excellent.

« Sunday, 16. From old Mr. Seeley’s I rode to John

 Konkle’s, at Newtown Point. He received me very kindly.
I went with him and heard Mr. Parks preach on Rev.
jii, 20. Mr. Parks was very friendly ; he wanted me to
preach for him, but this I refused to do. At night 1
preached at Lough’s tavern, at Newtown Point, on Matt.
v,6. Partof my congregation were drunk. Lord, give me
humility and watchfulness.

« Monday, 17. T crossed the Tioga River, and, much to
my satisfaction, I found my friend Vandervoort and his
family, with whom I was acquainted when I traveled in
Northumberland circuit. I dined with them, prayed with
them, and parted with them. I rode to old Mr. Kress’s and
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preached at night on 1 Cor. vi, 19, 20, with freedom. I see :
and feel my want of more zeal and love. ‘

% Tuesday, 18. 1 preached at Nathan Brown’s on 2 Cor., |
xiii, 5. Wretch that Tam! I ought to be thankful for the -
freedom I sometimes have in speaking. If 1 should be an
instrument in the hands of God of saving any it will be a
great blessing, should I even be lost myself; but no bless- -
ing to me. 3

“ Wednesday, 19. I rode from Nathan Brown’s to Break: -
neck Hill, where I crossed the river to one Mr. Foster’s, to be -
satisfied whether or not I had an appointment there, and found
I had none. A Mr. Blackman took me over the river, who
was honest enough to tell me he never liked the Method- -
" ist doctrine. I asked him why? He said he did not like
their preaching that a man could fall from grace; and as to
perfection there was no such thing in the world, and that -
none could live without sin. I asked him if anything un- |
clean could enter into the kingdom of heaven. I also told 3
him it was written: ¢Be ye perfect, as your Father which
is in heaven is perfect.” But as he would fly from one thing -
to another, I thought it was not worth while to talk with
him. 1hope I dealt honestly with him in what I did say
before I left him. '

“ After I got over Breakneck Hill I overtook an old man -
with a keg of whisky on his back. I could not leave him
without telling him of the evil of whisky drinking. 1
thought he was drunk, but he received what I said kindly, -
At night I exhorted at friend Townsend’s with freedom. ’

“ Thursday, 20. 1 preached at Brother Rice’s, in Shuffield’s 1
Flats, on 1 Thess. v, 17. I felt freedom in speaking. I
rode through the Narrows on the Susquehanna. Here are
excellent stones to build with, and yet the people live in
miserable cabins, some of them without chimnies. If you
speak to them about being more decent, they will plead
that they are in a new country and have many difficulties
to encounter.* I feel the need of watching and prayer.

* What they said was true, and a very fair justification.
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 Friday, 1. Spent part of the day reading and writing,
‘and in the evening met the class in Shuffield’s Flats, the
first class I have met in the circuit. I read to them the
Rules, desiring to know whether they want to continue in
society. Preached at a friendly man’s house by the name
“of Alexander, on 1 Cor. vi, 19, 20. I have, thank God!
reason to hope that general satisfaction was given.

“ Saturday, 22. Agreeably to the request of a friend, I
spent this day visiting. If we visit to edification it is well.
I wish all my visits were more so. It was with some diffi-

eulty I got along the Narrows with Brother Rice to Gideon
Baldwin’s at W yalusing.”
~ Mr. Colbert had now encompassed a two weeks’ circuit
‘and come back to the place of beginning. The incidents
~which he records are not striking or extraordinary, but his
Journal shows the points which were first visited by the
Methodist itinerants as they pushed their way to the north;
it also illustrates the condition of the country and the char-
acter of the people. The simple narration of facts which
- we have copied furnishes a multitude of subjects for reflec-
tion, but we leave them for the present as we found them.
On his second round Mr. Colbert visits several new places
‘which in after times became famous in the history of Meth-
odism, and introduces names which obtained some consider-
able notoriety.

He says: « Thursday, 25. 1left friend Baldwin’s oppress-
ed in spirit, under a sense of my unprofitableness. It was
very late when I got to Burney’s, and some of the people
had gone away. 1 endeavored to preach to those who
stayed on Heb. iii, 14. After I had done, a poor unhappy
son of Belial came in to abuse me. Mrs. Burney reproved
him. I left Burney’s and crossed the river to old Mr.
Cole’s. Here [ wanted to regulate the society, but found
them very refractory. Old Mr. Cole’s daughter Mary is
the wife of the man that abused me at Burney’s; she is a
great enthusiast, and has a turn for poetry.” !

The locality is not far from the present village of Tow-
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anda. This “old Mr. Cole” was the father of Rev.
Elisha Cole, who once traveled and preached in the state of
Delaware, lived long on the paternal inheritance, was ex- 3
tensively known as a local preacher, and by everybody
called “ Father Cole.” We often enjoyed his hospitalities
when we traveled the Susquehamna district in 1824-5.
And there we found “Mary,” the «great enthusiast,” who ’
had “a turn for poetry” in the days of Mr. Colbert, now a
confirmed maniac. Her husband’s name was Culverson.

 Of him we have little knowledge; nothing indeed which -

would redeem him from the stigma fixed upon his character
in Mr. Colbert’s Journal. Domestic trouble, so far as we °
remember, drove his wife into madness, and for many years
« Aunt Molly ” was both an object of pity and a source of =
amusement. She lived in a cabin a few rods from her -
brother’s dwelling, dressed fantastically, planned and culti- 3
vated her garden according to no model on earth, sang
hymns and quoted Scripture almost without bounds, and -
with her wit and drollery would convulse an old Connecti-
cut deacon with laughter. 'When “ the elder ” came “ Aunt
Molly ” was always on hand. Sometimes she had to be
told that the elder was tired and she must “go home.”
This always displeased her, and called forth a storm of
crazy eloquence of which Elisha ” was most naturally the
butt. On one such oceasion she screamed out: “ The devil
rules and reigns here. I tell you, elder, you had better flee
as Lot did out of Sodom.” In one of her rambles Judge
Gore, to frighten her, threatened to put her in jail. She
returned home in a great rage, and proceeded to overhaul
all her garments and rip out all the gores. She ever after
maintained that the gores were all from the devil, and she
would have none of them about her. Her well-thumbed old
pocket Bible she carried in a pocket in her dress on her
side, which was just of the capacity necessary to contain.
the precious treasure.

“ Wednesday, January 2, 1793,” Mr. Colbert “preached
at one Foster’s, at Sugar Creek.” 1
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nder date of January 14, Mr. Colbert tells us that
“received a letter from a man living at Awaga,
,] in which he was requested to come there and
”

n the same day he was invited to the house of a Mr.
fin, son of a Presbyterian minister, who seemed to be
or awakening, but was much in the dark. Mzr. Colbert
ghim an earnest exhortation, which probably was not

i, Colbert visited “ Old Sheshequin,” and preached “at
ain Clark’s 7* on “ Wednesday, 16th of January.” He
arks: “The woman of this house put me in mind of
2. 1had not much satisfaction in preaching ; attention
 wanting. After meeting in came Squire Murray, a
gt Universalist, a believer in eternal justification. I be-
g he is an ungodly man. He says he was once a pub-
Speaker among the Baptists, and thought Christ died for
y a part of mankind, and that none of those for whom
t died could perish; and now he says he believes that
st died for all, and that none will be lost. I felt sorry
1 spent so much time in arguing with him.”
 Friday, 25. 1t was with difficulty that I got through the
[IOWS 0N account of the ice. I preached at one Bennett’s,
¢ Mahontowango, with freedom, on 1 Cor. vi, 19, 20;
lny good is done, to God be all the glory. These people
y willing to hear. This locality is now known as
dhols, where live the Shoemakers and Coryells, and has
‘many years been famous for Methodism.”
Mr. Colbert suffered much, and passed through many
s from the necessity he was in of constantly crossing
 Susquehanna without bridges or ferries. In January
February he makes the following entries in his diary :
Thursday, January 31. I rode the river to Mr. Towns-
s, This is a very cold day and night.

 Here Henry B. Bascom was awakened and converted at a meeting
d by Rev. L. Grant in 1811. We heard Bascom say, in 1836, that
unt was his spiritual father.

Farls Methodism,
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« Friday, February 1. 1 crossed the river on the 103
called at old Mr. Cole’s. |
« Saturday, 2. 1 preached at Brother Rice’s with . much
satisfaction, and for the benefif of others gave an account ol
the work of God with myself. I intended to go to Wya
lusing, and made an attempt to cross on, the ice ; but my
horse fell in up to his neck, and I declined going.”
We know right well what all this means. To “ride th
river ” means to ford it on horseback. This is no ve
pleasant undertaking in midwinter. To cross on newly:
formed ice is generally dangerous, and to have your horse
under you “go down up to his neck ” is terrible. Thes
scenes were so common in olden times that they excitel
little attention. The people who cross the turbulent Sus-
quehanna upon, the elegant and permanent bridges whid
now span its waters every few miles, know but little of wha
their fathers endured fifty years ago. Traveling a cin i
along this river in 1793 was labor indeed. Much later tha
this period there was something more than mere romand
in the life of a traveling preacher “in the Susquehann
country,” as we have reason to know from actual experience
Superstition and a love of the marvelous are prominel
features of backwoods life. “While at Newtown, Mr. Cd
bert makes the following entry in his Journal : E
«In this place they talk of very strange things, such &
hearing groans. One says he saw an apparition, but wi
not tell who it was or what it said to him.
« Monday, 11. 1 spent a little time with Dr. Park, who
very friendly to me. Te told me a remarkable dream ¢
Judge Miller’s daughter, which was, as well as [ can reco
lect, as follows: That a young man, who was killed wit
the handle of a pitchfork, came to her to inform her th
there is a hell, which it is said her father’s family did n
believe. Mr. Park says groans have been heard in f
day time, while the people were sitting by the fire, al
while the young woman was relating her dream ; but 16
not understand that it has any effect upon them.”
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8o true is it that « if they hear not Moses and the proph-
neither will they be persuaded though one should arise
om the dead.” It seems that the people believed in the
pernatural character of these strange things, yet no moral
ppression followed them.  Pretended apparitions and
piritual manifestations ” are usually barren of valuable
oral results. We have known a few instances in which
aordinary dreams have been followed by thorough con-
iction and conversion.

‘Mr. Colbert records another struggle with ‘the ice and
ater on the Susqu(hauna.

ugh the Narrows between Tioga Point and New Shesh-

It snowed hard, and my horse balling made the
g very unpleasant on the best of roads; but when I
me to where the water flowing from the preaplce was
pzen and covered with snow it became intolerable. So I
d to dismount, and was driven to the dangerous alterna-
e of going on the ice on the side of the river. The ice
oke into large pieces as I led my horse, and let me down
o the water more than knee deep. I had to exert myself
 keep my horse from plunging on me. By a kind Provi-
aee I was enabled to mount him and he took me through.
y the time I was well out my surtout was frozen as stiff as
horn, but I felt no cold. I soon rode to Nathan Brown’s,
id was not sorry that the people did not come to preaching
s dismal night, after I had had such a distressing journey.”
One of the usual accompaniments of a religious meeting
rmer times was the crying of children. This is not un-
ently the case even now in the rural districts. This
18 a part of the arrangements which Mr. Colbert could not
dure. Those who remember him speak of this feature in
 character. In his diary we have frequent allusions to
inconvenience which he was subjected to from this cause.
instance will suffice as a specimen :
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« Sunday, 17. 1 preached at Guy Wells’s. Soon after I
read my text I knew not but I should be obliged to sif
down and say nothing, as there were so many noisy children
present ; but their noise abated, and T made out, through the!
assistance of God, to speak with satisfaction. By what 1
hear I suppose the people in these parts think I have a very
weak head, because I cannot preach when there are 3
number of children about me bawling louder than I ca
speak.” |

It certainly requires a strong head, or no ordinary streng L
of nerve and will, to preach under such circumstances.
Nothing but compassion for mothers, who must carry cry-
ing babies to meeting or never go themselves, can reconcile
any preacher to the screaming of children in the house of
God. Sometimes the thing appears in a form that nobody
should be expected to endure. When the child screams
amain, and resists, with kicks and blows, every effort t
pacify it, and the mother seems to be in no wise embarrassed,
nor to think of anybody or anything but the poor baby an
its troubles, and the attention of the whole house is directed
to the scene of confusion, the preacher may as well pai
and order the nuisance removed. E

Mr. Colbert came to Tioga without money, and it doe
not appear that his finances were materially improved w hil
he labored there. The following entries in his diary bes
upon the subject: ]

« Sunday, March 31. 1 preached at, Wyyalusing. Fou
weeks ago I gave out for a public collection in this place &
be made to-day, but very few came to meeting. My frien
Baldwin spoke of the collection, but nobody said anythin
in reply. So I came off without anything, and I can trul
say that I shall be happy if this was all that I have®
trouble me in this circuit. :

« Sunday, April'7. 1 preached at Newtown Point. Int
afternoon I preached at Squire Hammond’s, and here cd
lected 21s. 3d. :

« Tuesday, 9. 1 preached at Kress’s, and in the evenil
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the school-house at Chemung. In this place I collected
10d. It may be that I have done preaching in Tioga.”

fhe whole amount-of Mr. Colbert’s receipts during his
r months of hard labor on Tioga circuit was #hree dollars
_“' fourteen cents! yet he utters not one word of complaint.

R. WARE VISITS TIOGA, AND MR. COLBERT RETURNS TO
WYOMING.

[ S B R o W FREE. AN 3, W i TN

.

On the 11th of April Mr. Colbert met the Rev. Thomas
re at Townsend’s. He had ecome on in the capacity of
lder” He attended a quarterly meeting, administered
:-sacrament, preached several edifying discourses, and
o took Mr. Colbert with him to Wyoming. Here is Mr.
lbert’s account of the journey down the river:
i Monday, 15. Brother Ware and I arose early and got
98 boat at New Sheshequin, going down the river, which
| through the mountains at all points of the compass till
ok, when we stopped at a cabin by the river side. Here
eould get no straw to sleep on; however, Brother Ware
od himself on a chest, with a bunch of tow for his pillow,
I suppose thought himself well off. For my part, I
1 to get the hay out of the boat for my bed, which a pas-
jger begged part of. -
Tuesday, 16. At about twelve o’clock we landed in
Ikesharre, the seat of justice for Luzerne county. It was
by pleasant coming down Susquehanna this morning. We
od at old friend Mann’s, then rode to Richard Inman’s.
4] have been four months and eight days in Tioga circuit,
s of the most disagreeable places for traveling I was ever
mong a refractory sort of people. I lived hard and
bard, but 1 fear did but little good. I joined but
00 in sociegy while T was there; but I think there is a
spect of good being done. May the labors of my suc-
gor be blessed niore than mine have been!” ‘What a tale
woes ! and yet the man’s heart is whole within him.
¢ Wednesday, 17. Brother Ware_left me; he is a man I
e a very high opinion of. Now I have the charge of
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Wyoming circuit. May the Lord give me wisdom, grace
and patience, that [ may deal with these people as one who
has the worth of souls at heart.” i

% Saturday, 20. 1 have seen twenty-nine years this day,
Amid many difficplties and dangers I have been preserved
by the providence of God. O that the remainder of m;
days may be spent to his glory! I dined with three of out
Methodist sisters in a mill. A birth-day festival! Rodefs
Wilkesbarre, called at my old friend Mann’s, where I am
very kindly received. Wanting my boots mended, I car
ried them to the prison, under the court-house, to a prisoner
as there was no shoemaker in town, and paid him double
what he asked for mending them, as he was a poor prisoner

« Sunday, 21. This morning the prison was evacuated
and only one of my boots mended; he probably had nof
time to mend both. I preached in the Court-house in th
morning on Mark vi, 12, and in the afternoon at_ Richard
Inman’s on 2 Cor. xiii, 5.

« Friday, 26. 1 rode to brother Owen’s. :

« Saturday, 27. Rode to one Jackson’s, (Philip Jackson
whose wife is in society ; he was once in himself.” He liv o
on what is now called the Fisher Gay place, on which th
monument stands.

« Sunday, 28. 1 preached at Rosecrantz’s, on Matt. v
21-23. In the afternoon at Captain Parish’s.” Rosecran
lived where “the old Red House,” or the “Captain Brees
House,” now stands, on the bluff’ near the Wyoming depd
and Captain Parish lived on Ross Hill. At night K
preached at Captain Ransom’s, in Shawney, where he entern
the following in his diary : “Mrs. Ransom is a daughter 0
afflictions ; she was desirous of baving preaching and bein
baptized with her four children. I thank God 1 have bed
enabled to speak with freedom to-day.” : '

“ Wednesday, May 8. Rode to Lackawanna Forge, ai
preached at James Sutton’s on 1 Cor. vi, 19, 20. Here
met with a disputing Calvinist. ~Sisters Sutton and h
daughter, [Mrs. Bedford, our most intelligent living witne




WYOMING. CIRCUIT. b5

the events of those times,] appear to be very clever
men. Our friend Sutton has not joined the Society, but
pears to be a man of a very excellent spirit.”

the Sabbath he preached at Rosecrantz’s, Captain
rish’s and Shawney. Hence he proceeded to Briar Creek ;
eached, and found pleasant quarters with Thomas Bow-
n* Thursday he came back to Parks’s, in Salem. Here
motes his condition of mind :

#] knew not how I could preach, but I thought I would
iy and do as well as [ could. I did, and the Lord be
I don’t know that 1 have seen the word attended
h more power since I left Maryland. My text was Amos
12. Though the life,of a traveling preacher is very
jorious and fatiguing it is what I glory in.

% Sunday, 19. 1 preached at the meeting-house, and in the
ernoon at Wilkesbarre. I fear these are a hardened

“The meeting-house”—* our meeting-house,” as he some-
ies calls it—was a small house erected by the Methodists
their friends on Hanover Green. A larger house, built
 the exclusive occupancy of‘the Presbyterians, stood near
and both rotted down without ever being finished. They
pe still standing, but in a ruinous condition, when we came
Wyoming, in 1818. Unfinished as was this “meeting-
ge,” we infer from Mr. Colbert’s Journal that it was
y occupied as a preaching place. Bishop Asbury
ached in it when he visited Wyoming.

When Mr. Colbert next came to Capouse he “preached
a few people at Brother How’s; met a small class;
 Lord was present ; lodged at Joseph Waller’s.” How’s
| Waller’s were his regular places for preaching and

homas in 1793 ; each always kept a prophet’s chamber, and, until
fbuilt a church, provided a chapel in their dwellings, or rather turned
r houses into chapels, as often as required by the exigencies of the
to the interests of which they were both ardently devoted.
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About this time Anning Owen began to take a positis
with his brethren as a preacher. On the Tth of June M
Colbert notes that he “set off with Brother Owen for Nortk
amberland Quarterly Meeting. On our way Brother Owel
preached at Shawney, at Captain Ransom’s. I exhorte
after him.” When they arrived at the place of the meetin
«Alward White was preaching; Brother Owen exhorted a :
him. At night Brother Owen preached,” and **on Sabbat
evening Brother Owen preached again.” The W yomin
blacksmith had his full share of prominence and respons
bility on this occasion, especially considering that he was @
yet a mere local preacher.

In June Mr. Colbert experienced another change in i
field of labor. He says: “Monday, 10. 1 am now on 1
way around Northumberland cireuit.”> For several montl
he continued to pass regularly around Northumberlan
and Wyoming.” The Northumberland circuit at this tim
seems to have embraced the whole country from the St
quehanna to the Alleghany Mountains, including the Bl
Eagle and Juniata countries, Penn’s Valley, Buffalo Valle
and the settlements on the West Branch, penetrating in t
wilderness as far north as Loyalsocks. This was an ‘amp
field, but it was thoroughly explored by the hardy itinerad
who for his labor received little or nothing more of pec:
iary compensation than simple sustenance. And the mé
who were engaged in this toilsome and self-denying wor
literally “had no certain dwelling-place.” They no soon
had formed a few acquaintances than they were ordered t
another field—a few “rounds” only, and they were 0
hundreds of miles, to some new and strange country:.

BISHOP ASBURY VISITS WYOMING.

1793.+ This year constitutes an interesting era in
history of the work of God in our territory. Five yeas§e
had passed since the organization of the first class at R
Hill; one hundred and seventy-seven members had bet
enrolled, and two circuits regularly formed, and suppli




BISHOP ASBURY VISITS WYOMING. 57

fith preachers. The work had now assumed a sufficient
mount of importance to attract the attention of Bishop
sbury, and to demand a personal visit from that apostolic
uan. Accordingly, on a journey from Maryland to New
ork the latter part of June and the fore part of July, he
@s in Wyoming and vicinity. The following is the
otice of this visit in the bishop’s Journal—characteristic
mough :

" “Thursday, (June) 27, was to me a day of trial. We set
ut late toward Northumberland; night coming on, we
topped at Penn’s Creek. Next morning we went to North-
mberland to breakfast. It has a little chapel, that serves
s a schobl-house, belonging to the Methodists. We have a
ew kind, respectable friends, whose circumstances are com-
rtable. I gave them a sermon on John xiv, 6, and in the
_, rnoon paid Sunbury a visit. The people here are
most all Dutch. I was enabled to speak alarming words
Acts iv, 12.

““July 2. After preaching on ‘the grace of God appear-
ng to all men,” we wrought up the hills and narrows to
Fyoming. We stopped at a poor house; nevertheless
ey were rich enough to sell us half a bushel of oats, and
ad sense enough to make us pay well for. them. We
eached Mr. P ’s about eleven o’clock. I found riding in
he night caused a return of my rheumatic complaint through
breast and shoulders. But all is well; the Lord is

: "‘Thursday, 4, being the anniversary of American inde-
endence, there was a great noise among the sinmers. A
of us went down to Shawney, called a few people from
heir work, and found it good for us to be there.
" “Sunday, 7. The Lord has spoken in awful peals of
fhunder. O what havoc was made here fifteen years ago!
Most of the inhabitants were either cut off or driven away.
[he people might have clothed themselves in sackcloth and
ashes on the third, if in white and glory on the fourth of July.
he inhabitants here ave very wicked; but I feel as if the
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Lord would return. I hope Brothers F., I, and P.* will
be owned of the Lord. The man at whose house I was to
preach made a frolic the day before ; ; it was said he sent a
mile across the river to one of his neighbors, taking him
from his work, and telling him he was about to bleed to
death. This falsity was invented, I suppose, to incline the;
man to come. The people would not come to his house;
I had to walk a mile through burning heat to preach.t I
was severely exercised in mind, hardly knowing where to
go to get a quiet, clean place to lie down. -

“Monday, 8. 1 took the wilderness, through the mounb-
ains, up the Lackawanna, on the Twelve Mile Swamp ; this:
place is famous for dirt and lofty hemlock. Wedodged in;
the middle of the swamp, at S ’s, and made out better
than we expected.” 1

Here the good bishop left our territory, crossed the Del-
aware, and went through New Jersey to New York. This
must have been a fearful jaunt in that early period.

Bishop Asbury’s visit to Wyoming oceurred during Mr.
Colbert’s pastorship, and is thus recorded in his diary : '

“Sunday, June 30. 1 met Bishop Asbury in Northum-
berland. I found him up stairs at Widow Taggart’s. When
1 entered the room he spoke to me in a way I never was
spoken to by him before; he was very agreeable. Af
eleven o’clock he preached in the meeting-house, and in the
afternoon at Sunbury. At night Brother Hill preached in
Northumberland. I was very much rejoiced at seeing four
preachers in this part of the world; but I had my feelings
‘hurt very much before I went to bed at William
Bonham’s. ]

“Monday, July 1. This morning I set out with Bishop
Asbury and Brother Henry Hill for Joseph Ogden’s, Fish:
ing Creek. I directed them the way to friend Ogden’s, and

* Probably Frisby, Inman, and Parish, If this ¢ hope’’ was realized
eternity only can reveal the fact and its extént.
+ This walk was from Richard Inman’s, in Buttonwood, to the meeting=
honse on Hanover Green. See Mr. Colbert’s diary.
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went to Catawissa and preached to a congregation of decent
people in a mill. Isaiah Hines invited me to drink tea
with him. I accepted the invitation, and in the afternoon
rode on to Joseph Ogden’s, where Bishop Asbury preached
at night. Brother Hill exhorted, and I sung and prayed ;
and seeing the people unwilling to leave the house, I spoke
o them a short time. I never saw them so wrought upon
before.

p'; “Tuesday, 2. We left friend Ogden’s, called and prayed
with old Mother Salmons, and went on to Berwick. Bishop
Asbury preached to a considerable congregation at Isaac
"Hall’s, after which we proceeded on to Captain Parish’s; at
"Ross Hill, Wyoming. It was late before we got there,
‘along the most disagreeable road. I had the pleasure of
Ukilling two rattlesnakes. I never saw one alive before.

' “Wednesday, 8. Bishop Asbury preached at Captain
Parish’s,. The discourse was made a blessing to me.

b “Thursday, 4, spent at Captain Parish’s. We have had
"2 heavy thunderstorm.

" “Friday, 5. Went with the bishop to Captain Satter-
thwaites, where I expected he would have preached ; but the
people would not attend at the captain’s house, as there was
‘drinking and revelry there yesterday. The people met at
.«:Rosecrantz’s, Vut the captain was so affronted that he would
E‘hot attend. This afternoon we had another thunder-
-~ storm.

“Saturday, 6. We came to Wilkesbarre. The bishop
* preached to a small congregation in the courthouse. We
* went home with Richard Inman.

" “Sunday, 7. At the meeting-house, by the request of the
bishop, I exhorted, sung, prayed, and read the first lesson
 for the day. Brother Hill sung, prayed, and read the second
w‘ lesson, after which the bishop preached, and after him
" Brother Owen and Brother Hill exhorted. In the afternoon
1 the bishop and Brother Hill preached in the court-house at
%“'Wilkcsbarre. The people have had four sermons preached

to them to-day in this house.”

DESD L o

e
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On Monday, 8, Bishop Asbury went on his way east, and
Me. Colbert resumed his course of appointments.

The writer has had the good fortune to secure an auto-
graph letter from the bishop to the Rev. Thomas Morrell,
dated  Wyoming, July 8, 1793.” For this he is indebed
to the kindness of the Rev. Francis A. Morrell, of the
New Jersey Conference. It was obtained and laid by as a
mere relic, but it now has a historical importance which®
was not foreseen at the time it was obtained. The follow-:
ing is the letter: Vv

«My vERy DEAR BrormER,—Every occurrence gives an
opportunity of information. These frontier circuits here
suffer the wint of my presence to see the state of matters.
That very person who was Hammetting® is greatly concerne d
as a mercenary(?) in this circuit; no wonder he should let
loose. I am, and hope I shall be a terror to evil-doers,
especially ministers. Will you, the next letter you ha
an oceasion to write to John Dickins, direct said Dickins to
desire Daniel Hitt, on the Pittsburgh circuit, to take the
earliest opportunity to let Valentine Cook, upon the Clarks:
burgh cireuit, know to come and meet me at the Baltimo
Conference, October 20, 1793. I have found a vast body of
Dutch on Northumberland circuit, and the said Cook can
preach in Dutch. Had I known it at Conference I would
have stationed him there. I believe there are several young
men who will do as well on Clarksburgh as he. I am con-
vinced I ought to station preachers all the year; and i
appears not right to take all the preachers away. There
are such disorders it gives a great opening to men, devils,
and sin.  Our poor preachers keep Lent a great part of the
year here. Our towns and cities, at least our conferences
ought not to let them starve for clothing. I have had
pretty long campaign in the backwoods ever since March
I judge it will be best for half the preachers from
Albany, Connecticut, Massachusetts, and Jersey to atten

* Following the lead of Mr. Hammett, who seceded in the South.
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York Conference, that we may keep the work going on. ‘:\
think we must absolutely never let the preachers wholly |
save their circuits; this is what was never suffered in En- |
and for fear of havoc. It is pressing times in America.”

{ “Thine as ever, F. Assury.”

\There are personal allusions, both in the Journal and the
tter, which it is difficult, at this distance of time, to settle,
d indeed it is not important to settle them. The most
ortant fact brought out in the letter is that the bishop
dged a certain grade of talent necessary to meet the
gmands of “ these frontier circuits,” which, as yet, had not
gen upon the ground, and he took measures immediately
0 meet the emergency. He rightly judged that the work
ad “suffered the want of his presence to see the state of
latters,” and he provided to bring on the needed help from
e conference to assemble at Baltimore in the following
mn. The letter is dated July 3, 1793, and the confer-
e sat October 20 of the same year. At this conference
Cnew district was constituted, consisting of only *four
arges, Northumberland, Tioga, Wyoming, and Seneca
ke, and Valentine Cook was appointed to the charge of it.
was a wise and salutary arrangement. Cook was
actly the man for that particular kind of work which this
w country required, and he had few quarterly meetings,
consequently ample time to act the part of a missionary,
i prepare the way for the organization of new circuits.

_‘, COLBERT CLOSES- HIS LABORS ON WYOMING AND NORTH-
. UMBERLAND, GOES TO THE NORTH, AND THEN LEAVES OUR

:July 20, in an account of a quarterly meeting at Aaron
unt’s, at. Nanticoke, Mr. Colbert says: “Brother Campbell
reached with liberty and power. Brother Owen and I
hoke after him. The Lord was present at night; Brother
Jwen preached, several of the friends prayed, zmd the win-
s of heaven were opened. An old Presbyterian by the
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name of Moore, who came about thirty miles up the river.
to this quarterly meeting, was in raptures of joy, seeing so
many people engaged with God. 1

“Sunday, 21. This was a glorious morning; in the loves
feast we had a feast of love. Brother J. Campbell preached 4
Brother Owen exhorted, and I preached after him. For the
first time in my life I administered the Lord’s Supper..
This meeting was held in Widow Bidlack’s barn.  The *
Lord confines not himself to the heaveus, or to temples
built expressly for the purposes of religious worship, but is
found by all his faithful followers in whatever place he i
sought with sincerity.”

Barns, for many years after this, were common places.
for the holding of quarterly meetings. Many a barn, like
that of Widow Bidlack’s in the case above referred to, has
been sanctified by the presence and power of God, and been
the spiritual birthplé.ce of precious souls. Quarterly meet-
ings were just beginning to be considered great occasions if
the interior, and to exert a great influence on the publig
mind. The people came from afar to attend them, and
returned home full of the Holy Ghost and of faith. The
one noticed by Mr. Colbert was one of a series of thesg
means of grace, which, within the course of a few years,
were largely concerned in the permanent establishment of
Methodism in Wyoming and its-surroundings. -

« Wednesday, Aug. 7. 1 was prevented from going 10
Berwick to-day to preach, and stayed at Christian Bowman's,
It was truly delightful to see the people going from house
house and joining in the blessed exercise of singing an
prayer. O that this may be the beginning of the best ;
days among them! From what has been said, I have som
reason to hope that my visit among this people, since 1 I
Tioga, has been rendered a blessing, and if so, may I have
heart to ascribe all the glory to God, from whom all goo
comes.” '

On the 11th of June, 1792, when Mr. Colbert was travé
ing Northumberland cireuit, he first visited Christian Bo
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. He says he “preached in the woods to a few people
¢ came out.” In some notes on Mr. Colbert’s journal,
pished us by Jesse Bowman, Esq., it is stated that «Chrjs-
2 Bowman had moved into the neighborhood from North-
on County, Pa., four miles below the Water Gap on
 Delaware, and with his family, located at the place here
entioned. He arrived in April previous. It was almost
~unbroken wilderness; he was one of the first pioneers.
s he erected a tent as a temporary shelter, while pre-
and gathering materials for the new log house.
was then no house or other building in which to
and this sermon, preached under the tent, was the
ever delivered in the neighborhood.” Henceforth
Creek ” was a place quite famous for Methodism.
turday, 10, I spent in reading my Bible, -and the Life
id Death of Thomas Walsh.

“Sunday, 11, 1 preached at Aaron Hunt’s, and in the
ernoon in the eourthouse at Wilkesbarre. Made a
o collection, and got 13s. 5d. Lawyer Catlin, formerly
opposgr of the Methodists, invited me home with him,
treated me kindly.

] received a friendly letter to-day from Miss Christiana
on, a young woman, I believe, of good sense, and of an
gllent spirit. What she has in friendship-addressed to
s in verse, I shall, for my own satisfaction, here insert

¢ You, sir, have ventured thus to come
A wild and craggy road,

Willingly left your former home
To visit our abode.

¢T hope your labor ’11 not be spent
In vain along our shores ;

Nor you have reason to repent
You came within our doors.

¢ And may your path with flowers be spread,
While through the woods you rove ;
May you with joy the carpet tread
;! Throughout the Luzerne grove.
" Barly Methodism. 153
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¢ May Heaven grant you sweet repast—
Religion all your theme

Make each day happier than the last
Along the winding stream.

¢ And when these borders you do leave,
And can no longer stay,

May you a laurel crown receive
That never fades away.’”

We have copied these lines as illustrative of the times,
Miss Johnson was a daughter of “old priest Johnson,” a8
he is called by the old people who remember him. He
was a Presbyterian minister, who came into the count
with the early Yankee settlers, was in Forty Fort on the
day of the battle, and went to John Butler’s headquarters,
with others, with a flag of truce, and assisted in negotiatin ¢
the capitulation. He settled in Wilkesbarre, and some of
his descendants ‘are there still. The daughter, who wr
the above lines, became a Methodist, married a Methodisk
and died in the Methodist faith and in the communion of
the Methodist Church. Her conversion to Methodism
affords undoubted evidence that, as a distinct form of Chri
tianity, it had already attained considerable influence over
the public mind in Wyoming. We have copied Miss Chri
tiana’s rhymes to Mr. Colbert, not because there is muh
of the spirit of the Muses in them, but as a specimen of the
literature and sentiment of that early period of the histo
of our country. Like the old patriotic ballads, it is val®
able as a specimen of home-made poetry, as well as a
evidence of ardent piety and generous hospitality.

Monday, August 12, Mr. Colbert makes the first me
tion of Benjamin Bidlack. He simply says: “I visite
our brother Benjamin Bidlack in Shawney, who li 4
very ill.”

THORNTON FLEMING—A TOUR TO THE LAKE COUNTRY. .

In September of this year Mr. Colbert met *the lon
expected Thornton Fleming” in Northumberland. —Thi
g
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svoted minister, it seems, went to the northern frontier, on
‘sort of exploring expedition, in advance of his appoint-
as “elder” in that hard field, which position he occu-
jies on the Minutes for the following year. Ile passes up
e North Branch of the Susquehanna in company with Mr.
Jolbert, preaching at Berwick, Salem, Nanticoke, Wilkes-
jarre, and Kingston. These two primitive missionaries met
i Northumberland on the 10th of September, and parted
§ Abram Goodwin’s, in Kingston, on the 24th of the same
ionth. Upon parting, Mr. Colbert remarks: “This morn-
Brother Fleming took his leave of me. He is gone
) explore the dreary regions of Tioga.” He penetrated
‘, north far beyond ¢ the gloomy regions of Tioga,” into
the lake country, where new settlements were scattered
ough the wilderness, the hardy settlers sharing the
ountry with the aboriginal inhabitants, whose neighbor-
od was not always the most pleasant or safe. We shall
have occasion to speak further of this man and his labors
hereafter.

October 26, Mr. Colbert notices his first meeting with
“new colleague, Brother Turck.” He remarks that he
reached a long but entertaining metaphorical sermon
m Isa. xxi, 5. Brother Paynter and I exhorted after
. He proceeds:

& Sunday, 27. This morning held a love-feast; preached
b Squire Myers’s. Brother Paynter preached on Matthew
¥, 32, 33. After him I preached from Luke xxii, 19, and
administered the Lord’s Supper; Brother Owen assisted.
others Paynter and Turck exhorted powerfully.” The
ne of the labors here recorded lay but a few rods from
ite of the Methodist Church and the Wyoming Confer-
Seminary in Kingston. The place is now occupied by
descendants of the man Mr. Colbert frequently men-
s, and calls “ my friend Abram Goodwin.”

Mr. Colbert now followed Mr. Fleming to the north,
says:

“ Thursday, 29. 1 took my leave of Brother Turck, and
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set out on my journey for the dreary and ice-glazed moun .
ains of Tioga; came as far as Abram Goodwin’s.” 4

Mr. Colbert met with his old friends in Tioga, who'
greeted him with joy. Here he found ¢ Brother James
Smith, a good young Irishman, who was on his way to he
lakes.” This man was long a member of the Philadelphis
Conference, and was familiarly called “ Irish Jimmy.”

Finding Mr. Fleming at New Sheshequin, and there
assisting him at a quarterly meeting, Mr. Colbert then made.
an excursion out between the Seneca and Cayuga Lakes
The following account of his visit to Geneva is curious and
interesting. ~ “ Geneva,” he says, “is a beautifully situa ed
little town on the northwest corner of the Seneca Lake. I
went to Mr. Anning’s, as I was directed by Brother Depew,
an acquaintance of Mr. Anning; Mr. Anning was not af
home, and I felt that 7 was not at home. But I felt that
durst not leave the town before I had preached if I could
get any place to preach in. I asked Mrs. Anning if she was
willing to let me preach in her house; she consented, thouglt
with a little reluctance; and considering the little pains.
taken to notify the people, I had a large congregation for
the place. Iwas, thank God! enabled to preach with a degree
of life and power. The people behaved as well as I could
expect, considering all things, and spoke to me in that
friendly manner that people who behave themselves with
decency in a strange country ought to be spoken to.

«Thursday, November 19. Brothers Smith,Cole, and
myself were well used at Mr. Manning’s, where we lodged
last night. This morning Mrs. Jennings, the tavern-keep
er’s wife, invited us to breakfast. I found the people very
friendly and agreeable. By the time I rode from Geney
to the ferry on Cayuga Lake I was very hungry. I stoppe
at the house on the west side of the lake and asked fo
something to eat, but they told me they had no bread. A
pot of potatoes being on the fire, I was glad to get some of
them. But, to my great satisfaction, while I was sitting b
the potato pot a man came in with a bag of wheat flour d
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s back. I now procured some bread to eat and some to
ake with me, and it was well I did, for when I erossed the
ke to Captain Harris’s, where I lodged and took supper,
ey had no bread.” So it was then, in a country where the
gople now live on the finest of the wheat, and all have an
‘dfmce. In 1793 bread was scarce, and in some cases
it to be obtained. We will follow our pioneer preacher a
ttle farther. '
Wednesday, 20. From Harris’s Ferry I rode up the
ast side of the Cayuga Lake, through an Indian settlement,
) a small place called Scipio. Istopped at the Widow
nklin’s, and had preaching appointed at early candle-
ght at Squire Phelps’s. The people would not attend until
n arbitration was ended, so that I became impatient wait-
g for them and was about going away, but was persuaded
o wait a little longer, which I consented to do. When the
! ple began to come in I commenced singing. After sing-
g and prayer I had a house full, to whom I preached from
om.v,19. The people were attentive until the last prayer,
n by the time I was on my knees they began to pour
atof doors as though tumbling over each other. I knew not
t to make of it, but when I got up I was enabled to
ccount for the confusion, a house next door but one being
pped in flames.
Thursday, 21. Rode to William Goodwin’s.
\ & Friday, 22. 1 preached at Mr. Atwater’s, and baptized
a child for Mr, Konkle. At night preached at Robert
‘ Dowall’s, at the head of the Cayuga Lake,” now Ithaca.*
\ & Saturday, 23. 1 had a very cold night’s lodging last
]‘ We have read with great interest “ Methodism in Ithaca,” by the late
nented Rev. C. D. Burritt. His general accuracy all must admit ; but
on some points his materials did not furnish him with precise information.
o truly makes William Colbert the first Methodist preacher who preached
1 what is now Ithaca. The year1793 is right, but it was not “ on a pleasant
jorning in the month of June,” but on Friday evening, the 22d of No-
ember; that the event occurred. Mr. Colbert was not the ‘‘junior
reacher on Northumberland cireuit,” but the preacher in charge on
Wyoming. Itis true that Mrs. M’Dowall “soon became a Methodist,”
nd * the first in Ithaca,” as Mr. Burritt informs us.
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night. I got very little sleep, so that I was obliged to
early, especially as I had a long ride before me of more
than thirty miles without an inhabitant to Andrew Alden
at Owaga, [Owego,] on the northeast branch of the Susque
hanna. I was fortunate in finding two fires on the road
this cold morning. 3

“Sunday, 24. Felt unwell last night, but through mercy
was enabled to preach with a degree of life and power a
Andrew Alden’s.”

Mr. Colbert now commenced his return journey. From
Owego ‘he came to his friend Nathan Brown’s at Ne
Sheshequin ; thence to his “old friend Baldwin’s at Wyalu:
sing,” where he met “Brother Fleming.” On Thursday,
November 28, he came to Mason Alden’s at Meshopper
Thence down to Wyoming he met with several incidents of
a somewhat novel character, which he records.

“ Friday, 29. Rode from Meshoppen to Tunkhannock
where I met with Sister Sutton, who lives in Lackawanna
and Mrs. Benedict, a Baptist sister. As we were in a wik
derness we had victuals with us, and with a deal of satisfac
tion we all three sat down upon a rock in the woods and afe
our dinner. We then crossed a mountain over to Lacka
wanna. The timbers on the top of this mountain were benf
over the road with ice, but on the side of the mountain w
saw no ice. We traveled until night came on, and ver]
dark it was. I was under fearful apprehensions of having
to lodge in the woods, but fortunately we got to Dr,
Smith’s, Sister Sutton’s father.*

* We read this adventure to Mrs. Bedford, upon which her counte
nance brightened up, and she remarked: * Irecollect it well; bu b
has left out a part of the story. When it became so dark that the
were obliged to trust entirely to their horses, Mr. Colbert being in ad
vance, his horse refused to goon. He spurred the animal, but he would
not advance another step. Whereupon he dismounted, and laying hold
a shrub, he reached forward his feet until he found he was upon the verg
of a precipice. They changed their course and escaped being dashed
pieces. They were upon the brink of a perpendicular ledge of severs
hundred feet in height.” It will be recollected that Mrs. Bedford is
daughter of Mrs, Sutton. ’
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& Saturday, 30. This morning I felt no freedom to call
, family together for prayers, and came away without
ying anything about it to them. I rode to Brother Wat-
s, where I met with Brother Turck.”

t was at Dr. William Hooker Smith’s that Mr. Colbert
dsed. The doctor was reported a skeptic, and would
 be likely to propose prayers; but he was a gentleman,
d, had his guest proposed it, would not have objected.

e may admit of some question; still it was the one which
ost men would be likely to take under similar circum-

On December 2 Mr. Colbert is at Stephen Baker’s, in
ingston, where he preached, and “ Brother Turck formed
ur bands.” Baker lived on the old road between Forty
ort and Wilkesbarre, on what is now called the Church
ce. This was thenceforth a place of resort and rest for
g preachers, and frequently a preaching place.

#

ALENTINE COOK COMMENCES HIS LABORS IN WYOMING.

new actor now comes upon the stage. It is’ the fa-
ous Valentine Cook. Mr. Colbert takes the following
ice of his coming and of the commencement of his’
Or's :

“Thursday, 5. 1 met with Brother Cook at Anning Ow-
w's. He informed me that I was appointed to Mont-
pmery circuit, on the western shore of Maryland, the place
f my nativity. After my rough tour into the lake coun-
iy I felt very willing to spend the winter in Wyoming;
ut a journey of more than one hundred and fifty miles
 the southward lies before me.

% Friday, 6. 1 heard Brother Cook preach at Shawney.
He is an excellent preacher and an excellent man. I
arted with him and went on with Brother Turck to An-
Blanchard’s.

Saturday, 7. Rode to Berwick. The Lord has done
peat; things since I was here. A notorious backslider has
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been healed, a sinner brought to the knowledge of
truth, and some are groaning for redemption in the blog
of Jesus ; and the Lord be praised, I am happy with then
“ Sunday, 8. 1 preached at Berwick, joined a class of chil
dren; and rode to Christian Bowman’s. This has beena
happy day with me.” ™ i
Here we part with Mr. Colbert for the present, but shall
find him going over the same ground hereafter.
It had been only a little more than one year since he
first went to Tioga. During this period he had ranged
through the vast territory embraced within Tioga, Wye
ming, Northumberland, and the lakes with the greatest zeal
and diligence, nursing the feeble societies and proclaiming
salvation to the perishing with encouraging prospects, buf
without any marked success. His seemed to be the work
of preparing the way; others entered into his labors.
Valentine Cook had the reputation of a man of learning
and no one doubted that he was.a man of decided talents
He was “full of faith and of the Holy Ghost,” and his sex
mons took the citadel of the heart by storm. The people
in multitudes flocked to hear him, and the power of Go
attended his preaching in a wonderful manner. Wheu t
writer of these pages first came to Wyoming, in 1818
there were many people scattered through the circuit whe
were converted by his instrumentality, and who regarde
him as almost an angel. There are still lingering upon th
shore a number who remember him well, although most of
them were mere children when his powerful voice echoe
among the valleys and mountains of Northern Pennsylvani
and Southern New York. Among the anecdotes which wi
recollect to have heard of the effects of his powerful ses
mons was one concerning a certain ‘Presbyterian deacol
The deacon went out with the multitude to hear the
Methodist preacher. He preached in a grove, and th
mass of people waved and fell before his tremendous or
tory like the trees of the forest before a terrible terpest
The good deacon began to feel nervous; he thought ki
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puld fly, but found his limbs not strong enough to carry
m away. He held up by a tree until the excitement had
a manner subsided, and then returned home, resolved
lly never to put himself in the way of such strange influ-
jces again. “ Why,” said he to his good wife, “if I had un-
rtaken to get away I should certainly have fallen my whole
mgth on the ground.” Under the impression, or pretend-
to be, that a sort of charm or witchery attended Mr.

e,

pok’s preaching, he could never be prevailed upon to hear
m again.
ANTHONY TURCK.

‘Axtroxy Turck labored in the Wyoming circuit this
wr with Mr. Colbert, and being a decided character de-
rves something more than a passing notice. Mrs. Bed-
rd says: “ Father Turck was a German, a plain rough
jan ; was much engaged.”
‘The late Calvin Wadamus, of Plymouth, was converted
year under the labors of Valentine Cook, and he
jas a great admirer of “Daddy Turck.” - In giving some
gcount of him to the writer, years ago, he finished by
aying: “O, he would clap his hands, and lift up his
jair and dash it down on the floor, and call for the power
atil he made everything move—yes, he would.” The
miter has heard the name of “ Father Turck” mentioned
jith great affection and reverence by the old Methodists
ince his earliest recollections.

[he Rev. Charles Giles, in his. “ Pioneer,” gives an ac-
~of a quarterly meeting in Burlington, Otsego county,
sw York, and in that account has a brief sentence in rela-
on to this old school Methodist preacher, which illustrates
he strong points in his character. He says: “In the after-
oon of the same day also a mighty excitement was felt
iroughout the whole assembly ; careless sinners became
armed, and, though the rain poured down without, they
gshed in haste into the pitiless shower. Elder Turck, one
f the rough hewers of those days, cried out to them thus :
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¢Sinners ! you are chained ; if you run from the power of
God the devil will have you.””

After laboring in his Master’s vineyard for ten years T
was called to his reward. The following brief account of
his character and death appears in the Minutes for 1803:

“ Anthony Turck, of Low Dutch descent, a native of New
York state; he was received into the traveling connection
in 1798 ; a holy and devout man, indefatigable and succes
ful in his labors, subject to great afflictions and trials; he
expressed some time before and in his last illness an
creasing sweetness in communion with God. His death
sickness was short and severe; but notwithstanding, he gay
to them that attended him great marks of patience, resigna
tion, and victory in death. He departed this life March
13, 1803, in Freehold circuit, Monmouth county, Nepw
Jersey.”

This year James Thomas stands connected with Tioga
and a new circuit appears upon the Minutes, called Sened
Lake, and James Smith is the preacher. The work nog
rapidly extended among the new settlements east of the
Cayuga and between the Cayuga and Seneca Lalkes. i

In 1794 Jamrs Paynter traveled the Wyoming circuif
This man was somewhat advanced in life; was a go
preacher, and was both acceptable and useful. Mrs. Bed:
ford says: “He was a man of few words out of the pul
pit; was always exceedingly grave.”

Christian and Thomas Bowman had invited the preaches
to establish a regular appointment at Briar Creek, whithe
Father Paynter was directing his course in one of his regula
rounds, but being overtaken by the darkness of the nigh
he found himself lost in the woods. He lifted up his voit
and made the woods ring. He was within the hearing i
the hospitable domicile of Thomas Bowman, who promptl
lighted a handful of pine splinters, and set off for the pu
pose of relieving the weary and perplexed itinerant. Gred
was the preacher’s joy when he saw the light approachin
and heard the well-known voice of his friend. He coul
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w moralize upon the importance of his own mission, that
‘guiding the poor lost wanderer from the wilderness of
s world to his home in heaven.

Mr. Paynter traded his horse in Berwick, and was imposed
on with a refractory, tricky horse, which threw and badly
gised him. He was perhaps fifty years old at the
The man who defrauded him that summer lost a
ry valuable horse by -a fall on a harrow, which was con-
léred by many a providential retribution. Sometimes the
yvidence of God visits wicked men ‘in a way to bring their
4§ to their remembrance, and to cover them with disgrace.

THE WORK AT THE NORTH.

‘The work progressed rapidly at the north this year.
, Burritt says : “This year Mr. Alexander, the grand-
ther of Rev. Manly Tooker, came into the country from
mmsylvania, and settled near the spot now occupied by
g village of Lansingville, thirteen miles north of Ithaca.
ghad been an attendant upon the Episcopal Church, but
 daughter, who afterward became Mrs. Tooker, and who
Il survives,* was received into the Methodist society, and
ptized by Anning Owen while yet in Pennsylvania, so
<she was properly the first lay member of the Methodist
copal Church who came into that region. Not long
ter their arrival Miss Alexander heard in some way that
re was to be a Methodist preacher at what is now called
on a certain Sabbath. Filled with zeal, she was so
ful as to persuade quite a number of persons to set
twith her on the Sabbath morning for the meeting.  Nine-
an, we are told, made this novel journey in a flatboat from
@starting-place to the southeast corner of the lake, and from
nee on foot, creeping as they best could through the bushes,
r there were no roads in those days. When they arrived
oy were greatly disappointed in learning that the preacher,
10 was no other than Valentine Cook, had just concluded ;
it soon rejoiced by obtaining a promise from him te
* She has since gone to rest.
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preach to them in half an hour. In the mean time Mr
Cook, with a few others, walked away from the gatherin
to the cabin of Mr. Hinepaw, where he sat down to rest
‘While there he was' offered some bread and butter as a n
freshment, which he declined; but soon after observing
child eagerly devouring some of: the same, he fell to exhor
ing those present to have the same appetite for spiritua
things. When their sermon was concluded the compal
started for their homes, but were not able to reach them
that night. We are told that they tarried on the west side
of the lake, and finished the journey on Monday.

“The preaching was in the M’Dowell house, which %
the stopping-place of the weary itinerant. Toward the clo :
of the year Alward White was sent on the circuit, but doe
not seem to have preached regularly in Ithaca, at least nof
till the latter months of the conference year, while instes
we hear of John Broadhead and Cornelius Mars, called
some ¢thundering Mars, on account of his manner o
preaching. How Broadhead came to be in the region y
cannot discover, as-his name on the Minutes is set to No
thumberland circuit; but probably he was sent north
his presiding elder for an especial work.* The name 0
Mars does not appear on the Minutes at all. ,

“At the same time Thornton Fleming was appointe
presiding elder of a district composed of Tioga and Senee
circuits and Nova Scotia, which latter part he probabl
visited but once, as we hear of him often in this regic
Valentine Cook, however, continued to be elder over mos
of his former charge, and visited Ithaca quite often in con
pany with Fleming. 2

“ Broadhead began to manifest, even then, the great p
pit abilities for which he afterward became so note
With a large commanding person, and a clear, sonorol
voice, he captivated all hearts, and sinners trembled as !

*Tt is more likely that he had not yet entered upon his duties 6
Northumberland. The conference at which he received his appointm
to the charge sat in October, and this was his first year. f
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sscribed the awful scenes of the approaching judgment.
hus from Sinai he hurled the thunderbolts of divine de-
neiation and startled the slumbering conscience; but
jis was not all his power, for he could speak from Zion
00, and with touching tenderness portray the sad and sol-
scenes of Calvary, while with irresistible power he
tessed the weeping mourner to the Saviour. Under such
eaching occurred the first revival in Ithaca, for four or
e were soon converted, and ere long a class of eighteen
prmed, whose names were as follows : Mrs. M’Dowall,
er Vanorman and wife, Geeorge Sager and his mother,
William and Richard Pangburn, Elias De Pew, Abram
d Mary Smith, Catherine Hinepaw, Mr. Jackson and Ra-
hel, his daughter, Dr. Simons, Garrett Shoemaker and
jife, and Cornelius Shoemaker and his® wife. Most of this
umber lived two or three miles out of the settlement, but
Il met for class and preaching at M’Dowall’s.”
" The following “account of the introduction of Methodism
Benton, Yates Co., N. Y., and the beautiful story of
o brave girls walking thirty-five miles through the woods
o attend a quarterly meeting, is taken from an article by
r. F. G. Hibbard, published in the Northern Christian
vocate. There was a heroism in those good old times
h is not now in the Church; or perhaps we should say,
not manifest itself in the same way. €ircumstances
changed, and so have the manners and habits of the
eople.
The first society was organized in the fall of 1793, and
sted of ten members, namely : Ezra Cole, Sabra Cole,
Bliphalet Hull, Huldah Hull, Mathew Cole, Delia Cole,
ge Wheeler, Martha Wheeler, Sarah Buel, Lois Cole.
fost of these have fallen asleep ; but Sarah Buel, Martha
Vheeler, and Delia Cole, now Delia Pettit, still remain to
fitness the power and grace of God to this generation also.
Vhile their public assemblages were generally accom-
wodated in the private house of Brother Wheeler, their
erly meetings were moved about to accommodate
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circumstances. The second and third quarterly meeting
held in Benton, and probably the second and third in the
Genesee country, as it was then called, were held in the
house of Eliphalet Hull, then residing on Flat-street, about
two miles from Benton Center. But humble as was thei
external condition, and devoid of that prestige which af
tracts a worldly mind, they lived in the freedom and power
of the Gospel ; and few as they were, they kept the rules of
Discipline. At their love-feasts, for the greater retirement
and to preserve the primitive Methodist order of closed
doors, they assembled in an upper room, where from th
entire circuit twenty or thirty persons might be foun
convened. Brother Hull was their first class-leader. He
was a faithful and stable man, a noted singer and &
happy Christian, and his labors and example were blessed
to the Church. -

“It may well be imagined that going to quarterly meek
ing in those days was mo luxury to the flesh, howeve
refreshing to the spirit. From variable distances within 4
hundred miles the people met, traversing Indian paths, an
guided by ¢blazed trees’ through a wilderness roamed by
the panther, the wolf; the bear, the deer, not to speak of th
coy and treacherous reptile. Still, as early as 1794 man
new roads were laid out, and the hand of civilization begs
to show itself in various public improvements. This yes
also the county of Steuben was created from the souther
district of old Ontario. ;

“The town of Bath, Steuben county, began to be settle
in 1798, in the midst of a vast wilderness; and in 1796 tha
section for eight miles around contained above eight hundre
souls. Among its first sturdy occupants was John Chan
bers. He had experienced religion, and himself, wife, Al
two daughters, Anna and Polly, had been members of th
Church, before coming to Bath. These, with an elda
brother, composed the family.

“ In the month of May, 1795, a quarterly meetlng was f
be held in Benton, and Anna and Polly, the former sixted
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ars and the latter fourteen, ardent in their first love, and
mgry for the word of life, entreated permission to attend.
e distance was about thirty-five miles ; but as boats then
fied up and down the Crooked Lake about twenty miles of
6 way, and with their brother to attend them, it was
emed practicable, and parental consent was obtained for
¢ journey. The brother and sisters were to meet at the
ad of the lake and embark together. Full of buoyant
e, the girls set out upon their journey and reached the
of rendezvous in time, but to their inexpressible grief
d disappointment, all the boats had left on their down-
rd trip. This was an unexpected calamity. “What should
5y do? Brother had not yet arrived, and for a while
y stood perplexed, whelmed in sorrow. Their hearts
ire fixed on the quarterly meeting, and they had but too
gerly anticipated once more hearing the words of life,
'mingling their souls and voices with the humble, wor-
ing band. To return home, and thus defeat all their
dous hopes, was more than they could endure.

‘No preaching had yet been had in Bath. Yet to proceed
nd, and on foot, seemed a rash and insuperable under-
A forest stretched before them of over twenty
1 length, through which but an imperfect path lay,
d as yet but one wagon had ventured through—an achieve-
ut much talked of in those days™ In the middle of this
est was a log tavern, a ¢ half way house,” the only human
elling that cheered the long and lonely distance. Wild
A als aud reptiles yet disputed the right of soil against
yinvading foot of civilization, and the equally wild Indian
trolled along his ancient lakes and hunting grounds,
letant to leave them forever for the distant West., Be-
s, brother had not arrived, and if they ventured on foot
all, his protecting arm seemed necessary. Yet, after
'mg all these circumstances in tearful and prayerful
Xiety, they concluded they were able to endure the fatigue,
d their desire for the word of God prevailed; they re-
lved to start for the quarterly meeting. Their brother
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they knew would follow, and perhaps soon overtak
them.

«The day was wasting, and they had not a moment to lose,
A friend instructed them to keep the lake in sight all the
way, and they would not lose their path, and with these
slender prospects they set out for the meeting. The sur
was already fast dipping the western sky, and the shadows
of evening began to fall around, before our travelers reached
the half-way house. Tears and doubts would sometimes
rise, and at length the fearful possibility of having to pass
the night in the open forest, exposed to the prowling wolf
or the stealthy panther, flashed across the mind. he
younger, girl-like, wept, but the elder resolutely encouraged
her drooping spirit and they urged their weary way forward
On they went, through tangled shrub, and fen, and fallen
trees, praying, fearing, hoping. At length, just at the sef
ting in of night, the rude though welcome ‘lodging-plac
in the wilderness for wayfaring men’ appeared in sight
Their spirits now revive. They approach, and enter witl
many apologies for their forlorn and unprotected appearance
explain to the good landlady the object of their journey,an
that they are daughters of Mr. Chambers, of Bath, and theil
brother is expected to overtake them. The lady welcomed
them in, informed them she knew their brother, as he ha
traveled that road, and assured them they should be hospit
ably entertained and protected.”

«Scarcely had her kind words allayed the embarrassmel
and fears of our young heroines when the brother himsels
arrived, out of breath, with his coat on his arm, in gred
agitation. As he opened the door and saw his sisters
sprang forward and clasped them in his arms, exclaimin
<O my sisters, I never expected to see you again! I sup
posed you were lost.” They soon, however, compose
themselves to rest, and in the morning our three pilgrim
resumed their journey with renovated spirits. At the fo
of the lake they crossed the outlet on floating logs a
fallen trees, and arrived in good season at the humble I
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ise of Robert Chism, a Methodist residing at the north
art of the present village of Penn Yan, where the house
PDr. Judd now stands. Here they were cordially, re-
sived, and joined in the services of a watch-night. Valen-
e Cook, the presiding elder, was there. Next morning
journeyed on to Benton, four miles farther, and en-
the long anticipated quarterly meeting. These two
s are still alive. They are both widows: the elder is
widow of the late Brother Briggs, of Milo, Yates county,
d the other the widow of the late Mr. Nichols, of the
place: both having lived faithful to God through a
life, are now patiently waiting in joyful hope of that
er country, which is the heavenly.’”

AT QUARTERLY MEETINGS ON WYOMING CIRCUIT, 1795.

\ quarterly meeting was held this year at Amos Parks’s,
em, of which Mrs. Bedford has glowing recollections.
lation to it she says: “I received information from
Hill that there was to be a quarterly meeting this side
erwick, and I was urged to go. It was late in the fall, '
light snow fell the night before. Darius Williams,
in Parish and his wife, Sophia Gallop, (long known
quently as Aunt Via Smith,) and I made up the com-
ny. Below Plymouth it was all woods, with no road;
8 were on horseback and followed a mere foot-path. We
ut up on Saturday night with a Methodist family this side
place of the meeting, but arrived on Sabbath morning
ime for the love-feast. I have forgotten who was the pre-
ing elder,* but Mr. Jewell was on the circuit at that time.+
was Valentine Cook.

seph Jewell was received on trial in 1795, and it seems probable
e was employed by the elder in 1794. Mrs, Anna Briggs, of Milo
, says she was converted when Joseph Jewell was upon the cir-
if, ab a quarterly meeting in the meeting-house below Buttonwood, and
b Alward White succeeded Mr. Jewell. Mrs. Briggs’s maiden name
§ Chambers, and she joined the class at Philip Jackson’s. Murs.Briggs’s
which we took from herlips, proves our theary with regard to Jew-
ppointment to Wyoming. Valentine Cook was undouhtedly the

ing elder on the occasion of which Mrs, Bedford speaks,
ity Methodism. 6
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-« Mr, Parks, his wife, and daughter Nancy, were membe
We had a truly interesting season, and we were subs
quently informed that many were added to the Church &
the fruit of the meeting. 'The next day we returned hom
and Ashbel Waller and his wife accompanied us. Snoy
and rain together were falling, just enough to make it uk
comfortable ; but we enjoyed so much of the presence
God that we considered this but a small matter. The Le
was truly with us.

« When we came to the creek it was so swollen thati
seemed impassable. We all sat for a moment upon our
horses crying to God to help us. At length Darius Wik
liams threw up his arms toward heaven, and cried ouf
¢The Lord will carry us through’ The men then rof
through and we followed them. We crossed the angr
streamn without harm.

« That night we all stayed at Darius Williams’s and ha
a prayer-meeting. Sister Waller had been under doul
and fears, but that night they were all removed, and s
shouted ¢ Glory to God? Her husband fell upon the floo
crying, ¢ Glory ! glory to God?!’ and praised the Lord
all his might for what he had done for his wife, and for
manifestation of his power among us, for it was truly great

Another of Mr. Cook’s great quarterly meetings W
held in the upper part of Kingston in 1795. This was
third year of Mr. Cook’s labors on the district which i
cluded Wyoming circuit, and was still more successful th ]
cither of the preceding. Alward White was stationed g
the circuit, and was very useful. His quarterly meetil
still lingers in the memory of some who were led to f
place by their pious mothers, they themselves being
dren. Mrs. Bedford’s account of this meeting is as follow

« There was a quarterly meeting held in Kingston, at Phils

Jackson’s. He then lived on the place now owned and

cupied by Fisher Gay. Valentine Cook was the presidi

elder, and Alward White was the circuit preacher.
quarterly conference was held up stairs, ‘We heard the
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houting and praising the Lord. My mother, Betsey Den-
nison, Polly Dennison, Clara Pierce, Polly Pierce, and
myself went into an ad)Olnlnrr room and looked in, when
we saw them all lying on the floor. The one near the door
said, ¢ Sisters, come in.” We went into the room, and as
S0on as we entered the place we all fell, so wonderfully was
the power of God manifested on that occasion. James Car-
enter, who was not then a professor of religion, came into
e first room, and we asked him to come in, but he would
t. Hetold us afterward that he did not dare to come into
the room, for he knew that if he had stepped over the
threshold of the door he would have fallen.

~ “The next morning in the love-feast it seemed as if all
he members, both preachers and people, were filled with the
ve and power of God. After lovefeast Elder Cook
eached a most powerful sermon, and Brother White gave
out an earnest and moving exhortation. The work now
went on rapidly and spread far and wide.”

~ In those days quarterly conferences were not mere meet-
ings of business, but were occasions of searching examina-
tions and fervent prayer; and the official members often
came from them, like Moses from the mount, reflecting the
divine glory. No wonder that at a quarterly conference
where all were overwhelmed with adoring wonder, the work
f God should receive a new, impulse.

BLACK WALNUT—ELDER STURTEVANT.

~ Mrs. Bedford says: “ My father then lived in Exeter,
and T was able to go to other places to meeting often.
out this time I visited my brother William, who lived
ve Black Walnut Bottom, now known by the name of
Lacyville. He had experienced religion, and had gathered
| dass of about a dozen persons. I found them very happy
religion. Old Elder Sturtevant, a Baptist minister, had
iven out an appointment on a particular Sunday to preach
0 both Methodists and Baptists. His object was to unite

them together as one people. 1 told some of our brethren

R
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that I thought we should get a drubbing that day, and thag
we must cry to the Lord for help, for we should need if.
The elder took for his text John x, 1: ¢ Verily I say unto
you, he that entereth not by the door into the sheepfold
but climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief and&
robber.” Then he told us the way to come in at the door
was to believe and be baptized by immersion. He gave
us quite a long discourse on the subject. :

“ After the sermon was finished my brother went ouf
and opened his hymn book, when we all gathered around
him. Sister Young, one of the members of our Chur
came to me crying bitterly, and saying : ¢ Elder Sturtevai
wanted us to be united as one people, but he has now sh t
up the door.” Then I said to her: ¢ This reminds me of th
war between the Pennamites and Yankees. The Pennamite
told our people that if they would lay down their arms the
would be one. Our men laid down their arms, when th
Pennamites took them up, and bound our men and sent ther
to jail.” Then I shouted, ¢ Glory to God! they can neithe
bind us nor send us to jail.” My brother sang an app
priate hymn, when we went into'the house and stood u
and sang another hymn. The Lord showed who his peopl
were that day. There was a good many of Elder Sturts
vant’s people who stayed with us, and appeared very friendl
but seemed rather gloomy. Then we went into anoth
room and held a class-meeting. After singing and praye
we arose and told our experience—such power and love
was manifested. The experiences were told with such clea
ness that it was evident that the work was of God. M
brother spoke to the members of the Baptist Church wh
were present. They said that they had once enjoyed religio
but now did not as they wished to. e then spoke to M
Agard, a Baptist minister, and he told pretty much the sa
story ; but he encouraged us to go on, as he thought
were right.” e
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REVIVAL IN WILKESBARRE.

- This year there was an outpouring of the Spirit in the
borough of Wilkesbarre, and many were converted. Some
of those who were the subjects of the work were hard cases,
‘but they were thoroughly renovated, and made bright Chris-
tians—steady and useful members of the Church—who died
as they lived, in the faith of the Gospel. But the work was
1ot confined to this class ; it entered some of the best fam-
, and shook the strong foundations of infidelity. Three
idies of character were the subjects of the work ; two of
em were prevented from uniting with the society by the
rejudices and opposition of their husbands; but the third,
. Duane, fought her way through, and identified herself
ith the little despised company. She was the widow of
hothy Pierce, who was killed in the Indian battle; and
ie was subsequently married to Mr. Duane, who at the
me was skeptically inclined, and was a bitter persecutor
the Methodists. We are happy to learn from Mrs.
Denison, of Kingston, a daughter of Benjamin Carpenter,
hose name has been mentioned before, that Duane was
mverted toward the close of his life “up the river,” and
pressed himself as “ only wishing to live that he might
ll the world that there is a reality in religion.” This
formation is refreshing; but history must be just, and for
that reason we have made mention of his early opposition
Methodism.

‘This man, Duane, had the reputation of laying a plan to
migate the little company of "Methodists with brimstone,
and drive them from their humble sanctuary. From what
we had heard of this feat, many years ago, when the
persons who came down from those times were numerous,
we always supposed it was successful ; but it may be pre-
sumed that Mrs. Bedford gives us the true version of the
ory. It is as follows:

- “ When the great revival was in Wllkesbarre, Elder Cook
End Brother Whlte were the preachers One night, when

i




86 ' EARLY METHODISM.

Elder Cook was preaching, a number of persons agreed fg
smoke them out with brimstone matches. These matches
were made by winding a cloth, or paper, around a stick, a
rolling it in melted brimstone. Their plan was to light thes
matches and throw them down the chimney. The person
who was appointed to carry out the project went upon the
roof and lit his matches, and from some cause let go his
hold and slid down the roof, and came to the ground matche
in hand in the midst of his companions. The fumes of the
burning brimstone almost stifled them, and they had to
for life. It did not molest the meeting, for the worshipes
knew nothing about it until the persons concerned in the
scheme told of it themselves, when it made a great deal of
amusement for both saints and sinners.”

The conference year 1795 closed Mr. Cook’s labors o
what—after the district had a name—was called Susque
hanna district. The parting scene at Ross Hill we shal
i give hereafter, from a cotemporary witness. As
{ L Cook returned no more to this field, this will be the appro

priate place to notice more particularly his history and
character.

SKETCH OF VALENTINE COOK.

Valentine Cook was one of the extraordinary men raise
up in this country to form the character of society whi
our civil and eeclesiastical institutions were in their infancy
God never wants agencies for the accomplishment of his}
great designs. He selects instruments and adapts them f
the ends which he proposes to accomplish. The history o
the church is replete with evidences of this truth; and in th
history of Methodism, more eminently than in that of an
other form of Christianity, does it appear that the speci
providence of God was concerned in'calling and qualifyin
ministers during the early and more critical period of i
existence.

Cook was in all respects a most extraordinary man, 8
was exactly suited to meet a pressing demand at man
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oints, and particularly upon the frontier. He was born
@ Pennsylvania, and brought up in Western Virginia.
He was early addicted to hunting and conversing with na-
¢ in her deep solitudes; and by wandering, and often
odging in the woods, he acquired a boldness and a hardness
of muscle which fitted him for a life of privation and
ndurance. While a lad he exhibited strong evidence of an
petive and vigorous mind.  He read, he thought, he studied.
fhe Bible was his principal book, but not the only one.
e became concerned for his soul, and was led to Christ for
salvation by the Methodist preachers. He was opposed and
eered by his father and friends, but adhered to his “new
religion,” as it was called, with such tenacity, that his father
finally became convinced that his son had a conscience in
the matter that should not be forced from its chosen channel.
Young Cook was thankful for the liberty which his father
gave him, of serving God in his own way without molesta-
tion, but was not contented with being left to himself. He
ow commenced offensive operations, He greatly longed
for the salvation of his friends. He proposed to set up
family prayers. This was readily conceded, for God had
already heard him in heaven, and begun to work upon the
heart of his father.

" The extraordinary endowments of young Cook were soon
0 developed as to convince all that he was destined to a
high sphere of usefulness. Cokesbury College had just
wmmenced its short but brilliant history, and here the
young man was sent to gain a competent education to qualify
him for the great work of the ministry to which he felt
himself called. e left the college probably in 1787, and
nmediately commenced his labors as an exhorter, and to
s great joy soon saw much fruit of his earnest appeals.
. Mr. Cook was admitted into the traveling connection in
1788, and traveled Calvert circuit; in 1789 he traveled
Gloucester; in 1790, Lancaster; in 1791, Berkeley ; in 1792
he stands on the Minutes connected with Pittsburgh, but was
laboring on Clarksburgh when Bishop Asbury called him
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away to Wyoming and the northern frontier. The ne
year, 1793, he was ordained elder, and was put in charg
of a district.

‘We have given some sketches of his labors upon this nes
field, to whlch as Mr. Asbury rightly judged, he was e
pecially adapted.

The spirit in which he prosecuted his labors in the new a
uncultivated regions of the north, and some of the hardship
which he endured, may be gathered from an original lefte
* published in the Northern Christian Advocate for Augu
25, 1858. Many thanks are due to the brother who re
cued this letter from oblivion. We give his brief, b
pertinent introduction to the letter in connection with th
letter itself:

e on A DO 8 Y

-+

RO 6

“Dear Broraer Hisearp,—I have succeeded in transcrib
ing from the mutilated original the following letter.
think I have every word. We learn from it something
the hardships of Zife in the Itinerancy in this section sixty
four years ago, and that the sin of dram-drinking was no
looked upon with indifference even at that day.

“ Very truly yours, Mryzrox Cork.
¢ BENToN CENTER, April 5,1858.”

i¢

0N e

]

“To James Smirs, Preacuer 1N THE Lakes Circurr.

“Very Dear Broruer,—These hints may enable you
form some idea of my circumstances. I have now walkel
near sixty or seventy miles, and am within ten miles of
head of the lakes, at Mr. Weiburn’s, who I somewhi
expect will lend me a beast, as I am obliged to leave m
horse with but small hopes of his recovery. Yesterday
walked upward of thirty miles in mud and water, beiy
wet all day without; yet heaven was within. Glory to God
I had three tempters to encounter, the devil, the mosquitoes
and my horse; and the rain and my wet clothes were mj
element, and God my comforter, and victory my whif
horse. Hitherto, O Lord, hast thou been my helper, and
trust thou wilt save to the end. |
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“Brother Fleming is to take my appointments through
ga. 1 mean to overtake him if possible, and get him to
nd the quarterly meetings downward in my stead, and
return to the Lakes circuit in a few weeks, all which I
ill have to do afoot if I can’t get a horse. You can fix
ur circuit as you think best, but only appoint for your-
 till I come myself, or send one. If Brother Fleming’s
ise should not be recovered I shall have to go on. My
ls are furious, but I am not discouraged. I hope you'll
aay for me. It would be necessary when you meet the
sses to examine closely and urge union, and give a close
ation at the end of the meeting, enforcing and pressing
8 several duties of the members. That class-leader at
ppleton (not Brother Baily) has been intoxicated. I would
admit him, even on trial, without verbal obligations that
will not drink another drop, excepting in cases of med-
and that himself shall not be physician in the case.
you can get a class, it would be well to make Brother
ily leader. I thought the Discipline would stir them.
tan is not willing they should be Methodists, for he knows
gir sins will get no rest among us.

"I am, as ever, sincerely and affectionately in Christ,

’ “VaLentine Cook.

f May 94, 1794.”

at language could be framed into the form of a eulogy:
the greatest master of rhetoric, which would give a better
a of a great soul, than the simple, unstudied, and una-
ymed tale given in this letter. Such was the man, and

His fervent prayers, his powerful sermons, his great

ekness and charity, and his profound knowledge of men
d things, carried a mighty influence, and made deep and
iding impressions.  All felt that a great man had made
'i!xppearance in the humble garb of a Methodist preacher.
s work was to save souls. He took no reward for his
tyices ; his friends at the south replenished his wardrobe
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as occasion required. Having completed his three yearsg
hard work among the mountains and valleys of the wil
Susquehanna and the northern lakes, he recrossed the Allegh
nies, where he served two years as “ elder,” and in 17
he was sent as a missionary to Kentucky. During
year he was married to Miss Abigail Slaughter.

The excessive labors of Mr. Cook had now so wroug
upon his physical- constitution that he was no longer al
to endure the hardships of the heavy charges of that pe io
and in 1799 he located, and stands so reported in the Minul
for 1800.

During the subsequent part of his life he was general
engaged in teaching in academies, for which he was eminentl
qualified. Still he preached Christ with unabated zeal @
great success.

Dr. Stevenson, Mr. Cook’s biographer, says :

«Te finally removed to Logan county, Kentucky, wh
he permanently settled his rapidly increasing family o
small farm some three miles north of Russellville. He
he remained to the day of his death, teaching, sometimes
town, and at other times in his own immediate neighba
hood. In all these different positions and relations]
shared to the fullest possible extent the respect and col
dence of the people as an able, devoted, and self-sacrifi il
minister of the Gospel; while as a teacher he was rega di
as among the most competent and successful in the e
try. He had the honor of numbering among his pup
some who have subsequently been distinguished ‘as emin
physicians, lawyers, and statesmen.”

“But,” says the doctor, the preaching of the Gospely
the instrument ordained of God for the accomplishment
human salvation, was his one great work. However
may have been employed, whether at the handles of |
plow, in the schoolroom, workshop, or presiding over f
interests of a college, the winning of souls to Christ by
proclamation of his truth was the all-absorbing theme of
meditations, the great cardinal object to which his thoug

/O R - g
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efforts were constantly directed. At all times and in
- place, he was ready to preach Jesus and him cruci-
. By day and by night, during the week, as well as on
holy Sabbath, he was ever ready to proclaim the glad
ngs of salvation to a perishing world. To him the place
nothing. Whenever the people were assembled and will-
o hear, whether in the church, the court-house, the school-
m, or the market-place, in the palaces of the rich and the
els of the poor, to the slaves in their quarters as well as
¢ vast multitudes on the camp-ground, he was never
d unprepared to preach the unsearchable riches of Christ.
ordinary circumstances could prevent the full and faithful
charge of his duty in this respect. His movements were
er affected by the inclemency of the season. Through
amer’s heat and winter’s cold, mid falling rains and
fing snows, he was always at his appointments, holding
th in strains of melting sweetness the Gospel of the
ge of God. The conversion of sinners, whether poor or
), learned or illiterate, bond or free, was the all-engross-
subject of his thoughts and the all-controlling intent of
life. His word, whether in the pulpit, the class-room,

, prayer-meeting, or the social circle, at all times and in

ry place was ‘quick and powerful, sharper than any
redged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of
il and spirit and of the joints and marrow.” Wherever
Jot was cast he was the instrument of bringing many to
knowledge of the truth. Through his instrumentality
 ignorant were enlightened, the unbelieving convinced,
careless awakened, and weeping penitents pointed to
e Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the world.’
s his blessed Master, he was constantly going about
ing good.” The ministry and membership of the Church
rywhere felt the potency of his example, and in many
ances were led to put on the armor anew for the
% Prayer-meetings were established, classes revived, soci-
raised up, and new Churches organized wherever his
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labors were employed or his influence felt. There
hundreds, and perhaps thousands, still living throughot
the great West, who, under God, are indebted to the i
strumentality of Valentine Cook for all their hopes d
immortality and eternal life.
“We will not be surprised at this when it is recollects
that few men ever read the Holy Seriptures with so mu
anxious solicitude to understand, practice, and proclaim §
¢a world of sinners lost’ the whole counsel of God.
Bible was his constant companion, at home and abroad,
public and in private. Other books he read as opportu
ity served and occasion required, but the Bible he e
every day. Whether found in his private study, the schoo
room, the field, or the forest, he always had the precio
volume at command. He was often observed poring o¥
its sacred pages when traveling on horseback as well as (
foot. So thoroughly was he posted in the teaching of §
inspired penmen that no passage could be called for th
he was not able to repeat, or to which he could not turn
a few moments. Of him it may in truth be said he wi
‘mighty in the Scriptures.’ In the pulpit he usually a
nounced the book, chapter, and verse of his quotations
and when he deemed it necessary, as he sometimes did, f
the establishment of an important position or doctrine,
was truly astonishing with what facility he could call
his proofs from all the different parts of the inspi
volume.” :
Many instances which illustrate his wonderful power:

" a preacher have been related to us by those who heard hi
while he labored in this territory. Often opposers we
struck dumb and sometimes fell to the ground. Th
circumstances gave rise to an idea that he had the pow
of enchantment, and that it was dangerous to come ne
him. The venerable Charles Harris, still living, inform
| us that he had received such impressions, but still resoly
to go, and hear and see for himself. He attended a me
ing at Col. Dennison’s, and on entering the house Mr. Co
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Alward White, who was then on the circuit, were
ging. He soon began to feel a strange tremor pass over
m. “There,” said he to himself, ¢ the witchery is com-
2" But he was too *brave to run, and he supported him-
f through for that time. An instance related by his
ographer had many parallels in our field. It is as fol-

“At a camp-meeting held in Southern Kentucky, while
. Cook was preaching on these words: ¢Because there is
, beware lest he take thee away with his stroke: then
great ransom cannot deliver thee,” a gentleman arose in
 congregation and exclaimed, under great excitement:
top! stop till I can get out of this placeV Mzr. Cook
imediately paused, and said, ¢ Let us pray for that man.’
 gentleman started from his place, but just as he reach-
| the outskirts of the assembly he sank to the earth and
gan to cry aloud for mercy.”

Mr. Cook’s great power lay in the simplicity and force
language, the earnestness of his spirit, his powerful-
apathy, and his firm hold on God. No one ever com-
ained that the language of this great man was above his
prehension ; no one listened to his glowing eloquence
fhout feeling that he uttered the deep convictions of his
i mind ; none doubted that he was moved by love for
s souls of men in his selfsacrificing labors. All who
ard him felt that he came freshly charged with a com-
ssion from heaven, and that God was in the words he
fered. Such were his habits of communion with God
at his manners appeared to the uninitiated wholly inex-
ficable. Mrs. Bedford says that on one oceasion, as a com-
ny were returning from a great meeting in Kingston,
r. Cook rode on before them, He entered the Narrows
tween Kingston and Exeter, and was soon out of sight.
turn in the road brought him into view, when he was
ng from side to side like a drunken man. His hands
ore sometimes clasped, and at others raised toward heav-
5, and his eyes directed upward. The old lady’s ex-

atn
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planation was the true one. “He was just as happy ashe
could be, and thought no one saw him but his Saviour
with whom he was holding sweet communion.” This man
ner of the good man while traveling the highway actual
led to the slanderous remark of an enemy that “the ¢
d—I1 was drunk.” ¢“Ah,” added Mrs. B., after giving t
solution, “he was not drunk, but was filled with the -
Ghost.” i

Upon the peculiarities of Mr. Cook his biographer says

“Valentine Cook had his peculiarities, and we migl
add, his eccentricities also. Being almost constantly ab
sorbed in thought, and, withal, having a mind so consfi
tuted that when directed to any particular subject
seemed to lose sight in a great measure of everything els
he was generally regarded as an absent-minded man. |
was related of him that, soon after his marriage, his wif
accompanied him to one of his appointments. Aft
preaching an excellent sermon he mounted his horse an
rode back to the residence of his father-in-law, where the
were then living. When he entered the hall-door Mr
Slaughter very naturally asked him what had become of
wife. He was deeply mortified, and immediately starte
back in pursuit of her. When they met, perceiving the
her feelings were very much wounded, he burst into teas
and made every explanation that the nature of the ca
would admit, assuring her that for the future he would
to do better, which he no doubt did; but to little or 1
purpose: the like occurrences marked his whole histon
notwithstanding his oft-repeated efforts to divest himself
the liability. '

“He was frequently known to leave his horse tied up
the woods, or safely housed in the stable of some friet
where he had preached, and walk all the way home, ne
once thinking of his horse, until interrogated on the subje
by his wife or children. On one occasion he started for
appointment some six or eight miles from his residen
When but a short distance from the chapel at which he w
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preach he turhed aside into the barrens, as was his cus-
, for the purpose of spending a while in private devo-
On remounting his horse and returning to the road
nwittingly took the wrong end, and was jogging along
ard home, humming a favorite tune, when met by some
his friends who were going to hear him preach. ¢ Well,
sthren,’ said the old gentleman, very pleasantly, ¢are you
 going the wrong way ¥ They thought not. ¢We are
g to Bibb’s Chapel to hear you preach, and this is cer-
ginly the right road.” He appeared much astonished, but
ding the point he turned about and accompanied them
the church, being much more inclined than any of the
mpany to laugh at his blunder.

“During the earthquakes, or ¢shakes,’ as they were
mmonly called, with which many portions of the West-
| country were visited in 1811 and 1812, on a dark and
rmy night, when the earth was rocking and reeling to
[ fro like a drunken man, Mr. Cook is said to have
mg from his bed and started to the door. His wife,
ring that he was about to leave the room, exclaimed:
my dear husband ! you are not going to leave me, I
%e? He replied: ¢ If my Lord is coming I can wait for
0] e.’ ”

s. Bedford gives an instance of his absence of mind
quite so strange as the above instances, but still of the
e class. He had left an oil cloth cloak with her to be
ed, and some other articles of clothing were also depos-
| with her at the same time. When he was at her
her’s house for the last time Mrs. Sutton said to her
ghter, now Mrs. Bedford, “ We will see whether Brother
ok will think of his clothes.” They waited until he had
| them adieu, and given them his blessing, when he was
pinded of his cloak, ete. e seemed to awake as from a
im, and thanked his kind friends for their care of his
rests, and taking the articles he turned his face toward
south, and they saw him no more.

Jishop Morris says of Mr. Cook that “he was emphat-
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ically a man of prayer and faith, and, like Enoch, walke
with God. Perhaps no man of modern times was mo
deeply imbued with the spirit of grace, had more exper
ence in ‘the deep things of God,” or felt more deadness
the world than Valentine Cook. One consequence was, I
sometimes betrayed absence of mind in commonplace mf
ters. Indeed, when he retired for secret devotion, just befon
public service, his friends had to watch him, or he wol
pray till after the time appointed for him to commend
preaching.” ;

« While Brother Cook was remarkable for solemniff
both of appearance and deportment, there was, in his naf
ral composition, a spice of eccentricity sufficient to attrad
attention, but not to destroy his ministerial influence.
one occasion he commenced his public discourse in a cou
try place thus: *As I was riding along the road to-day:
saw a man walk out into his field with a yoke under |
arm; by the motion of the stick he brought up two b
locks, and placed the yoke upon them. At another place
saw an ass standing by a corn-crib, waiting for his dai
provender.” Then he read for his text, ‘The ox knowe
his owner, and the ass his master’s crib, but Israel dothn
know, my people doth not consider.’ Isa. i, 3. He was
ready man, had a fruitful mind, and, no doubt, what
had seen on the way suggested the subject of his discourse

Another of his characteristics was a fondness for musi
Dr. Stevenson says :

« Mr. Cook was remarkably fond of music, instrument
as well as vocal. He was a good singer himself, 4
wherever he went encouraged the young people esp
ially to learn to sing, never forgetting the apostolic_inj
tion, ¢ with the Spirit, and with the understanding also.’
used to say that he never felt fully prepared for preach
until he heard a good old-fashioned hymn, or evangeli
song well sung. 'While he lived in the towns of Kentuck
he would sometimes sit for hours at his window by nigl
listening with the most intense delight to the soft and mé
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‘strains of the flute and violin, or to the more shrill and
eing notes of the clarionet. When he resided in the
y of Russellville, the young men of the town, know-
his fondness for music, were in the habit of giving him
' ades at late hours of the night. On such occasions
y always received a cordial welcome, and were more
i remunerated for their trouble by his fatherly coun-
, which were usually given in a manner so very
ssive as never to be erased from their memory. In-
ents and anecdotes related by this venerable apostle of
thodism are still recited with peculiar interest by some
) participated in those nocturnal visitations. But of Mr.
’s peculiarities we have said enough, perhaps too much,
lough a volume might be filled with such matter.”

Mr. Cook, when he had become venerable for age, and
sidering his end near, desired to make a tour to the
t and visit the scenes of his former labors. In the
':‘... of 1820 he carried out that project. He mounted
horse in the spirit of the ancient Methodist chivalry,
ch fired the souls of Wesley and Asbury, and which
rongly marked his character and movements when he
red the Wyoming Valley, nearly thirty years before.
I mounted, and equipped with his saddle-bags and
ket Bible, no young itinerant ever left home with a
er heart than did he.

s he commenced this mission the old adversary re-
yed to prevent his success, and, as the good man subse-
ntly related the affair to the Rev. Dr. Drake, proceeded
n a well-considered plan, but after all was unsuccessful.
e is the story :

he day I left Uniontown and commenced the ascent of
Alleghany Mountains, the devil came to me and said :
u are one of the most learned men of the Methodist
irch ; your fame has already reached the eastern cities,
ou will change your manner in the pulpit a little, make
discourses more erudite, your style more florid, your

ner less earnest and boisterous, you will be admired by
rly Methodism. U
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the learned; the papers will be filled with your p aise
New York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore will throng
churches where you preach.’ ¢Ah, Satan, is that you 78
said the venerable man, as he reined up his horse to a s m.'
still; «¢I will go not one step farther unless you leave
Leaving the road a few hundred yards, I found the bottor
of a deep ravine, where I thought myself safe from obse .
vation 4 I dismounted, tied my horse, fell on my knees, hed
to the ground, (thé snow was about six inches deep.) -
had been there but a few minutes when the devil agal
accbsted me, and said : ¢ You look for all the world like!
bear ; (his dress was a black overcoat with long capeé:
some hunter will soon see you and shoot you” I sp al
up and looked in every direction for the hunter, but saw1
one. ¢Ah, Satan, that’s you again. Let them shoot, I v
not leave till you leave.”” A

« Here he wrestled for a long time; here he got the vi
tory. Satan was bruised beneath his feet ; angels came af
ministered to him. He went on his way rejoicing, resol
to ¢ preach the preaching’ which his Master bade him, wif
out any reference to self-aggrandizement.”

He passed through Lexington, Cincinnati, and Pittsbug
His biographer says:

«From Pittsburgh he went on to New York, Phila¢
phia, and from thence to Baltimore, where he remained e‘
ing the principal part of the winter, preaching to the ¥
crowds that flocked to hear him. A gracious revival fd
lowed his labors. Scores and hundreds were awakent
and converted to God through his instrumentality.”

In this trip he did not visit Wyoming, as so great a
tance out of the direct course which he had marked
would have added too much to the labor of his journey.

He wasn the city of Baltimore during the session of}
Conference of 1821. Of his appearance and labors on t
occasion we have received the following particulars iy
the Rev. Gideon Lanning, then a member of the Baltim
‘Conference, who was present : |
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“In 1821 or 1822 Rev. V. Cook visited several places
his early ministry, and came to Baltimore while the Con-
fence was in session.  His appearing among us was fraught
ith as much interest as was that of the coming of Titus.
was announced that he would preach at 8 P.M., and the
ge church on Eutaw-street was filled with anxious hearers,
my of whom were preachers, and several of them com-

ared in the pulpit, a venerable stalwart figure, ¢clothed
th humility,” with a countenance beaming with benignity.
d his hymn in an artless manner ; singing over, he began
pray, and soon prayed ‘the heavenly blessing down 3’
e out his text, ¢ Whereas I was once blind I now see.’
ery eye was fixed upon him, and soon suffused with tears ;
heart was thrilled, and began to melt. By seeing and
iring this man of God, I obtained a clearer view of that
e, ‘ full of faith and the Holy Ghost,’ than I had
received before. From that conference I went to a
e in Virginia. I had heard of a great revival on a part
that circuit a few months before. On my arrival they
d me how it was brought about: Valentine Cook had
n there visiting, and he preached to the people, and went
house to house talking to them about ‘ Jesus,” and per-
ding them to become Christians.”

. Cook was kind-hearted and loved peace, but he was
the man to desert his colors in the hour of peril. He
$a clear-headed man, a master of logic, and when truth
j assailed by the abettors of error he was on hand for a
se defense. He had two controversies in the course of
_'fe which are considered as having exerted a decided
- wide-spread influence upon the cause of Methodism in
i West. One was before he came to Wyoming, and the
er was subsequently. The first was with a minister of
S8cotch Seceders, upon the issues between the Calvinists
| Arminians ; and the second was with a Baptist minister
the subject of baptism. His argument on baptism is
lished in an Appendix with his Memoirs, and is in some
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respects original, and in its main points quite conclt
sive. :
The debate, if such it should be called, with the Scofe
divine was a singular affair, His assailant had probabl ol
been aroused by the popularity of the young itinerant, ap '
sent out a challenge to all the world, that is, a part of th
world, that part embracing Mr. Cook and all the rest of th
Arminians. Mr. Cook felt himself called upon to meet th
champion in the open field, and an appointment was accon
ingly made for a public debate. The champion came @
with a great flourish of trumpets. On finding the cong
gation, who had assembled in the woods, impatiently wa
ing, he gave them this apology : I'm here in ample timet
give the youngster a dose from which he’ll not soon rewv
Upon eying the plain, unpretending Methodist preacher,
exclaimed, with rude and haughty mien: What ! is thisth
young man who has had the impertinence to assail the ds
trines of grace?” ¢ No, sir,” replied Mr. Cook, “I 1oy
never assailed the doctrines of grace, though I have ent e
my protest against the prominent peculiarities of the (4
vinistic system.” 1
The haughty Scotchman would enter into no arrangemel
to secure fair play in the fight, but was bent upon killing
the stripling, and then leaving the field with glory. 1
accordingly proceeded with a furious tirade against Wesll
and his system for two kours, when he took his seat c
pletely exhausted.
Mr. Cook opened his part of the act with a fervent pray
after which he commenced his defense with some trepidatie
As he proceeded, however, his confidence improved.
defense of Wesley and his followers took bold of the mi
of the vast crowd before him, and such was the evide
effect upon them that the learned divine could not con
himself, and springing to his feet he vociferated : “ Wd
wolf! wolf in sheep’s clothing!” But his writhing
bawling were of no avail. Mr. Cook proceeded, and
people listened. His voice improved in compass, and
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ment rose in brilliancy and power, until the old plat-
rm shook and. seemed crumbling to atoms. The poor
d dominie could endure the pelting of the storm no longer,
id hastily arose, and with what voice he had left, bawled
t: “ Follow me, follow me, and leave the babbler to hirn-
46 It was a failure. Only two or three followed the
parson, while the dense crowd remained and listened
th astonishment to the almost superhuman eloquence and
rwhelming demonstrations of the young orator. The
ple were upon their feet, and with strained eyes and
en mouths gave breathless attention to the discourse to
§ close ; and when Mr. Cook took his seat the crowd were
fears, and for some little time remained motionless. It
‘ aperf'ect triumph; the fame of the young preacher spread
e and wide, and his praise was in the mouth of all, not
icepting the orthodox of ¢ auld lang syne.” One demanded,
Did you ever hear such a man?”’ “Never,” was the
wer. One stern old Covenanter was, however, proof
ainst all the influences of the occasion. As he was re-
ning from the novel scene he heard so many expressions
‘admiration of the young preacher that his pious horror
) loose: “Sirs,” said he, «I perceive that ye are in
4t danger of being led captive by the de’il at his will.
¥ ye never read how that Satan can transform himsel’
0 an angel o’ light, that he may, if it were possible, de-
ve the very elect? I tell ye, sirs, he’s a dangerous mon,
] the less ye ha’e to do wi’ him the better for us a’.”
done, Davey Dean ; that’s orthodox !

lhe facts of the above sketch were reported by Bishop
berts, who was present, and are found in Dr. Stevenson’s
k In relation to the results of this singular and interest-
encounter the doctor remarks : “ It is ‘well known to those
) are acquainted with the early history of Methodism in
stern Pennsylvania, that this controversy was the means
ning to her ministry a ‘great and effectual door’ of
efless, From that day forward the Methodist Church,
all that mountain range of country, has been rapidly
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advancing in numbers and influence. The truth of this re
mark could be readily established by .the testimony of
many living witnesses were it deemed necessary.”
Mr. Cook had for some time labored under an impression
that he should soon be called to his reward, but it was nof
with him a matter of painful concern. His end was befitting
such a life as he had lived, and such a character as he had s 5-
tained. The account given by his biographer is as follows
« A short time previous to his death he attended a camp
meeting some eight or ten miles from home. As usual
he labored with great zeal and success. He preached o
the Sabbath to a vast crowd, from these words: ¢ For ou
light affliction, which is but for a moment, worlketh for us g
far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.” 2 Corin
thians iv, 17. After a solemn and very impressive pause, he
lifted his eyes to heaven and said: ¢ What! our affliction
work for us a weight of glory !—a far more exceeding a 1
eternal weight of -glory I and added, ‘1 believe it with al
my heart, because thou, O God, hast revealed it in thi
blessed volume.” The effect upon the congregation is sai
to have been very remarkable, and the discourse thro;;‘gh
has been represented as among the most able and effec i
that he ever delivered. This was the last sermon h
preached, as I was informed by his weeping widow a
months after his death. :
« On his return home from this meeting he was violentl
attacked with bilious fever. His case from the first w
considered doubtful, and finally hopeless. Conscious of b
approaching dissolution, he called his wife and children
his bedside, and after taking a last earthly leave of k
family, he committed them, with many expressions of ¢
fidence, to the guidance and protection of Almighty Go
ness. When asked by one of his neighbors, a few momen
before his death, how he felt, he answered, ‘I scarcel
know; and then added, ¢ When I think of Jesus, and ¢
living with him forever, I am so filled with the love of G
that T scarcely know whether I am in the body or ou 3
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body.” These were the last words that ever fell from
S hps He died as he had lived, ¢strong in faith, giving
ry to God.””

We have no date of the death of Mr. Cook or account of
‘a.ge when he left the world. These are matters of com-
atively small moment, still we wonder that his biogra-
her has omitted what is so usually found in connection
th every life and death which is worthy of a record.
shop Morris, not very confidently, gives, what must be
ar the truth, the date of Mr. Cook’s death some time in
¢ year 1823. His age, it is probable, was not far from

CHAPTER V.
RESULTS — CHARACTERS.

Varentive Coox had gone, but the fruit of his labors, and
at of his predecessors and coadjutors, remained. The
class, as we have seen, was organized by Anning
wen, at Ross Hill, in 1788. Captain Ebenezer Parish
gs appointed leader. e was the first Methodist class-
ader in Wyoming, and for several years did good service
y the Church. His house was the regular preaching place,
id he had the honor of entertaining Bishop Asbury the
st time he visited the valley. He was fond of company,
id was finally betrayed by his old habits, and made ship-
ck of the faith. Apostasies are severe trials to the
hurch evenmow, in her strength; but how much greater
the afflictions which she endured from such sources
ve been when she was feeble.

A class had been formed in the upper part of the settle-
ent, perhaps in the latter part of the year 1792. Abram
joodwin, Benjamin and Gilbert Carpenter, a German by
he name of Rosecrantz, Stephen Jenkins, Philip Jackson,
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and others, are mentioned as prominent members. Jenking
it is believed, was leader of this class. Rosecrantz’s houst
and Jackson’sghouse were famous in those days as meeting
places, sanctified by the presence and power of God an
the conversion of souls.
Darius Williams succeeded Captain Parish as leader o
the class at Ross Hill. He was one of the most splendid
singers we ever listened to. He became a migh
exhorter, was long a local preacher, and although his ze
was somewhat fitful, yet his general course was onwa
and his influence salutary.
Abel Pierce, Esq., settled in Kingston before the war ¢
the ancient river bank, a little higher than the town
Wilkesbarre ; the place is now occupied by the heirs @
Pierce Butler, Esq. He was exceedingly eccentric, and hi
wife, if possible, more so than himself. She lived long
after the death of her companion, and was called “ Auni
Ruth,” and when she became quite old, *“Grandmo her
Pierce” Mrs. Pierce became an early convert to Method
ism. She was naturally full of humor, and not destitute
pride and self-conceit. She heard so much about the Method
ists that she thought it worth her while to see what the
were made of. She supposed, of course, they were a pad
of fanatical fools who might furnish her with a litth
amusement. Upon learning that a Methodist preacher W "
at a Mr. Buck’s, who lived near by, she called to look d
him. According to her own account, she entered the rool
where he was with a haughty air, feeling nothing but ¢
tempt for the strange being upon whom she came to gaz
But no sooner did she set her eyes upon him than she w
struck with the solemnity and heavenly sweetness of h
countenance.* She immediately sunk down, in her o¥
estimation, into the character of a poor miserable simm
and left the house with her head drooping and her hes
aching. She was soon a decided Methodist, and her hou
ever after was a most pleasant home for the preachers. -
# The preacher was the Rev. Wm. Colbert.
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“Grandmother Pierce” was at all the meetings in Wilkes-
e and Kingston when the writer traveled the Wyoming
euit, in 181819, and then she was the life of every circle
¢ entered. She was independent, frank, earnest, kind-
rted, sociable, and not a little eccentric. When old and
tinkled she had all the fire of youth running through her
ns. IHer wit and her drollery made her a most desirable
endage of all the social circles, whether composed of the
lor the young. She had a sharp, squealing voice, with-
6 the least tinge of the graces of modulation or regard for
@ critical ear. She was a sort of licensed character, say-
g just what she pleased and as she pleased without giving
ense. Her irony was sometimes exceedingly cutting,
id yet its victim would laugh heartily at the manner of it,
ile it really cut to the quick. Like the old Roman Cath-
» martyr, Sir Thomas More, she kept up the same habit
‘uttering witty and queer sayings to the last—just as full
f them upon her deathbed as ever. But it must not be
erred that this unique old lady was entirely made up of
ualities above attributed to her; her wit and humor
re seasoned with good common sense, kindness of heart,
d the spirit of religion. She understood the persons with
om she was dealing, and the circumstances by which she
s surrounded. She was never out of time, never
aceful, because she had the art of making it understood
he had no mean, selfish ends to answer; that she had
generous, large heart in her; that she feared her God and
ved everybody; but that she was her own model, and
red not a fig whether it was like anything else in the wide
or.not.
he following singular instance is illustrative of her inde-
adence : One Sabbath day, after the morning serviee in
kesbarre, she went to Mr. Joseph Slocum’s, to dine with
3 preacher. An English gentleman and lady were board-
g at Mr. Slocum’s. The lady took occasion to make
jeral contemptuous remarks in relation to the Meth-
ists. The preacher was young, and Aunt Ruth felt a
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sympathy for him. It would have been ungallant for hi
to enter the list against the lady ; and Mrs. Slocum, thoug
deeply grieved, reserved her resentment for a private inte
view. Aunt Ruth was bound by no law of politeness
ignore the insult, and she squealed out, “Take care! yt
hurt! you hurt!” This was all that was said at i
time. ;

It was not long before the lady visited Mrs. Pierce, wi
several ladies of Wilkesbarre. She was received with cot
mon politeness, and proceeded to enjoy the afternoon, nf
failing, however, to show her high sense of the greatness
Old England, and her own superiority to everybody elst
Tea came on in due time, and “ Aunt Ruth,” as usual, W
the principal object of interest and attraction. She ke
things in motion, and often convulsed the whole circle wit
laughter by her wit and humor. Tea being over, she callg
her ladyship aside and said to her: “Now you may §
home.” The lady blushed, and seemed rather inclined
resent the insult; but there was the little old woman stant
ing before her like an iron pillar, unmoved by passion, wi
her piercing eye upon her, and manifesting a remarkab
indifference to the comsequences. The lady quailed a
left. She knew there was for her no redress, and
took the rebuke in silence, and,' it may be hoped, profi
by it. ;

Her utterances, voice, and action, altogether, were a pe
fect remedy for hypochondria. The most sober-sided ¢
mope would be flung into a fit of laughter by her singul
associations, and the manner in which they were hashed
and given out, before he had time to fortify himself agai
her irresistible and always victorious sallies. The bes
of the whole was that she never made an effort to
witty, nor seemed to be aware that she was so considen
She never laughed at her own fun. It was always |
explosion of home combustibles, the outbreaking of
exuberance of original and strange associations. i

Her religious exercises partook largely of her natd
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mer, but were considerably modified by strong religious
ngs. She was not remarkably gifted in speaking
n prayer, but she was always on hand. She spoke in
vy love-feast, she prayed in every prayer-meeting; but
ild often stop abruptly, without anything like a closmg
ence. She sometimes talked and exhorted in her
yers, and not unfrequently prayed in her exhortations.
was all the same; whatever she did for God was done
ith a heart and will which kindled up the fire of sympathy
around her.
Dne of her speeches in love-feast was this, and little or
'g else: “The devil tempts me, he tempts me, he
ipts; but I say I won’t, I won’t, T won’t !”
he had a strength of nerve that under some circumstances
ild have fitted her for a heroine. Once, on coming to
rty Fort to love-feast, she was thrown from her carriage
| dislocated her shoulder, or elbow; but, nothing daunted,
she came to the church. The pain in her arm was so
e that she retired to a house hard by and had her joint
by a surgeon, and then returned to the love-feast
made her speech, as though nothing had happened.
' remarkable woman died in great peace at her residence
Kingston.
One of her daughters married Lord Butler, Esq., son of
onel Zebulon Butler, and her great grandchildren now
stitute a large and influential circle. Methodism owes
ch to the Pierce family, but prm(npally to the female
tion of it.
There were two sisters of Squire Pierce—the husband of
s venerable lady whose character has been briefly sketched
ove—Alice and Hannah, who were among the earliest
thodists. These ladies lived in “single blessedness ” to
s close of life. They kept house by themselves on the
st bank of “ Butler’s Creek,” a short distance below their
other’s residence. Their plain, neat dwelling was often
~place of resort for the little band of praying men and
omen in the infancy of the Church. It was within the
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bounds of the Ross Hill class, and took its turn in-ace
modating the “prayer-meeting.” These maiden ladies wei
perfect specimens of the old style Methodist wome
earnest in spirit, always present at the means of grae
free and generous in their efforts to sustain the preache
plain as a pipe-stem, known and read of all as Methodis
by the simplicity of their apparel.

Mrs. Duane, already noticed, had two daughters,
and Polly, who were also members of the society.
married the Rev. Alward White, late a member of fl
Philadelphia Conference, who traveled Wyoming circuit
the years 1795 and 1796.

Bexsamiy Bmorack was converted some time during f
year 1793, as Mr. Colbert speaks of him as a “brother™
July of that year. He had been a Revolutionary soldie
and had contracted the habit of drinking to intoxication. .
was fond of company, and full of fun and frolic. He, he
ever, had many noble gualities, and among the rest a reye
ence for religion, and a fondness for the place of publ
worship, where he sometimes made his appearance und
the influence of liquor, although he never made disturban
in the congregation. He sometimes sang with great gus
and even “raised the tune,” when he could scarcely sts
without holding upon something.

Anthony Turck was a rough-and-tumble preacher
was a Dutchman, full of zeal, and bold as a lion. |
one of his meetings “Ben Bidlack,” as he was called, p
sented himself unusually sober, but with a bottle of rum
his pocket, the neck of the bottle sticking out. The sa
being full, Bidlack stood up by the door with his arms folds
and seemed to listen with great attention.

It was not long before the preacher turned upon
drunkard with unmitigated severity. H¢ made him ouf
fool and a brute; yea, worse than a decent sort of ben
He would plunge into the mire and wallow like a hog,
most filthy of all animals; he would curse, swear, and bl
pheme the God who made him ; he would carry the Aell f
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'. all but made a devil of him, in his pocket to the
e of God. This was fearfully personal, and gave great
m to some of the congregation, who knew Bidlack

lunt Ruth Pierce, who then was in her first love, as she
told the story, was frightened, for she thought of
hing short of a battle between the preacher and the
ulted old soldier. She thought if the preacher resisted,
ich was a possible thing, for he was a man of pluck, that
fwould be worsted, and in any event would be flogged
hin an inch of his life. She was nervous, more so than
, and that was quite unnecessary, until the preacher
hed his discourse, when, to her utter astonishment, Bid-
k seemed to sneak away like a coward. Ah! Bidlack
s whipped. Instead of resenting the attack, he went
me stung with remorse; and it was soon remarked that
en Bidlack had become a Methodist.” e had indeed
come a penitent, and, with his characteristic frankness and
arage, he publicly declared his heartfelt sorrow for his
mer course of life, and his firm purpose of amendment.
ter weeks of anguish he experienced the peace of God,
ich passeth all understanding. He hastened to proclaim
the world that he had found the Saviour. He had a
art full of sympathy, and his powerful voice found full
jpe in his earnest exhortations, fervent prayers, and in
jging the songs of Zion. He lived in Newport, but he
on visited the brethren in different parts of the valley at
ir meetings, and great numbers of his old companions in
ly came out to hear him. Upon hearing him deliver an
wortation Aunt Ruth Pierce predicted that he - would
ke a preacher,” and so he did. We purpose to give
 reader a full report of his labors and character here-

oLoNeL DExtson and his lady and three daughters be-
ne members of the Methodist Church. Colonel Denison
Betsey Sills were the first couple married in Wyoming,
d the colonel commanded the left wing of the patriot
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forces on the occasion of “the Indian battle.” He was:
man of great influence in the country, of which sufficie
proof was given by the responsible positions which he W
called by his fellow-citizens to fill.

He was a kind-hearted and ardently pious man.
house was open to the weary itinerants, and too much coult
scarcely be done by the family for their comfort. All th
preachers made it a place of rest and refreshment, whil
several at different times were quartered there as a reg
boarding place. The colonel died in great peace.
excellent lady survived him several years, and then fol
Jowed him to the abodes of the blessed. The venerable
Asbury was there several times entertained, as we lean
both from his journal and the testimony of members of th
family still living.

The sons, Lazarus and George, were highly respectabl
gentlemen, the former a farmer, who lived and died on th
old homestead ; the other a lawyer of great power anid i
fluence in the state. He was a member of Congress in 18
and made a strong speech against the admission of Missou
into the Union as a slave state. These gentlemen we
both cherished friends of the Methodists, although neither
them made a profession of religion. '

Asmper Warcer lived in Carytown, two miles beld
Wilkesbarre. He was an earnest Methodist; beca 0
local preacher, and was very useful. His labors duri
these early times through the valley were very much ble
ed. He was one of the principal instruments of establi
ing Methodism in Plymouth, as we are told by Mrs. Pring
a daughter of Benjamin Harvey, who has a distinct red
lection of the man and his labors. He early removed:
the Holland Purchase in Western New York. :

Janes Svrrox, Esq., the father of Mrs. Bedford, his W
one son, and three daughters, united early with the Me
odist society. Mr. Sutton was a man of large heart, simj
manners, uniform life—a respectable and influential citi
Mrs. Sutton was an active, sociable, pleasant little b
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d company for young people as long as she lived. She
s a lady of great force of character and great devotion to
2 cause of religion. She was an earnest and consistent
',: odist, and was never more happy than when providing
mforts for the Methodist preachers in her own neat and
jet house. The daughters were all ladies of excellent
racter and great respectability. Mrs. Bedford gives the
lowing account of her family :

“My father originally belonged to the Society of Friends,
" always led an exemplary life. e became a Methodist,
in consequence of his godly conversation he suffered
¢ most violent persecutions from the enemies of religion.
der the severe trials arising from these bitter hostilities
 was accustomed to smile and remark : ¢ This is my con-
lation : the day is coming when I shall meet my enemies
gfore a just God ; then it will be known who is right and
o is wrong.” When he lay upon his death-bed he enjoyed
| his mental faculties, and with the greatest composure of
ind, and with unshaken confidence in his God, spoke of
jing home to rest. He died in his own house, in Exeter,
the eighty-first year of his age.”

persecutions of which Mrs. B. speaks subsided long
fore Mr. Sutton died, and he lived in peace with all the
—' , and was much respected by all classes for many
ars before he went to his great reward.

;,‘ mother,” says Mrs. B., “survived my father ten
s, and died after a sickness of only eight days. Her
86 sickness was very severe, but she had no Christian
end to converse with upon the state of her-mind at the
e. I could get but little information concerning her feel-
s on her death-bed from the young people who attended
s but I trust she has gone home to her Father’s kingdom.
 died at Exeter in the eighty-sixth year of her age.”

i[rs. Sutton continued to occupy the old mansion during
Jifetime, usually attended by some of her grandchildren.
vas frequently importuned by her son Samuel, settled
ir by, to leave the old house and live with him ; but she
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steadily refused to do this, having made up her mind to re
main in the place where she had lived so long and so ha D
pily with the companion of her youth, until God should per
wit their pure spirits to be reunited in heaven. As fo
society, she had little that was congenial except occasiona
visits from her children or grandchildren, the Methodist
preachers, or some of her old Christian associates from othe
places.. Hence the comparative solitude in which she mé
the final struggle. As to her preparation for death, that wil
not for a moment be doubted by any one who had the ha p
piness of her acquaintance. The writer knew her long an
well, and he will never forget the last time he saw her.
was at a quarterly meeting in the old church at Forty Fork
During the love-feast she occupied a pew near the pulpit
and when she commenced speaking she stepped out inf
the aisle, and soon became so animated that she walkel
back and forth and shouted aloud the praises of the Lo
Her testimony made a powerful impression, and while shi
was speaking her clear, shrill voice was often nearly drowné
by the shouts and loud weeping which filled the house. 3
must then have been about eighty years of age.

Mrs. Sutton was the daughter of Dr. Hooker Smith, on
of the great men of the Revolutionary times. And she he
self belonged to a noble race of matrons, who endured the
full share of the toils and sacrifices of the glorious fig
with the dense forests, the wild beasts, and the wild Indiar
and the dastardly tories, which resulted in the fruitful field§
quiet houses, flourishing schools, colleges, and churches, ai
the free institutions which now constitute America the glor
of all lands.

The old Sutton house was situated in a gorge of the We
mountain, in the side of a steep hill, about twelve milf
above Forty Fort. A mountain torrent rushes through f
gorge, upon which Squire Sutton erected a grist-mill. [
had a taste for “milling,” and for a large portion of his k
he was engaged in that business. The spot was seclud
just at the head of a considerable narrows on the windi
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squehanna. In that immediate neighborhood the popula-
L was spare, and the people a delving, hardy race. Forty-
b years ago, when the writer first visited that spot, the
nery was exceedingly wild and picturesque. Up the
ek you saw a deep chasm cut through rocks, and shaded
il trees and shrubs, the most perfect specimen of gloom
I solitude. Across the river the chain of mountains
ich follows the river, now advancing to the very edge, and
iin receding, and leaving a rich bottom, and ever varying
form and height, presents a most wild and poetic view.

f a century together, entertained two generations of Meth-
8t preachers, received visits from distinguished guests,
ipensed charities to the poor, and kept up an altar for the
mship of Jehovah. Here the venerable Asbury found a
ne to his liking, of which he gives ample evidence in his
rnat,
One of the daughters, Polly, married Putnam Catlin,
., a gentleman of the bar, who then followed his profes-
0 in Wilkesbarre. ITe spent many years of his life in
Squehanna county, residing at different times in Brooklyn,
ontrose, and Great Bend. Mrs. Catlin was a plain, modest,
ensible lady. Her husband was fond of show, she was
i reverse ; ‘but they lived in great harmony. The Meth-
st preachers were ever welcome at Mr. Catlin’s well-
mished house and table. Mrs. Bedford says: “ My sister,
y Catlin, died at her son-in-law’s, in Delta, N. Y., in the
nty-fourth year of her age. On her death-bed, when
‘was told that she could not live until night, she was
fectly composed, adding, ¢Christ is mine and I am his.’
. Catlin once told me that he should have been led to
ibt the reality of religion but for her exemplary life.”
»was the mother of a numerous family, and among her
§ is George Catlin, Esq., the celebrated artist, known to
whole world.

fMy sister, Sallie Sterling,” says Mrs. Bedford, ¢ expe-
ieed religion, I think, not long before her death. The

Methodism. S
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Methodists were her people, but she experienced son !
difficulties in enjoying an intimate connection with thef
When she was dying her husband sat behind and supporte
her. ¢How good it is,” said she, ¢ on a death-bed to haves
God to go to.” Major Sterling fainted, and had to be help
out of the room. :

“ My brother William died in the Lake country. H
died suddenly while traveling the road. He expired bu :
few minutes after talking with a friend, to all appearaneei
perfect health. I afterward learned from his son that b
held out faithful to the end.” &
- The Carver family contributed largely to the influen
and establishment of Methodism in Wyoming. Samu
Carver became a most acceptable and useful local prea o
He was a sensible, industrious, earnest man: his life wi
without reproach, and he won souls to Christ.

The Rev. Noax Waprams was a Congregationalist min
ter, and a graduate of Princeton. He settled in Plymout
after his sons had been there some time. He had previous
been settled as pastor at the East. 'When he came to Wy
ming he was soon baptized with the spirit of Methodism,a
commenced preaching here and there wherever he found.
opening. He joined the Methodist Church, and was a lo
preacher. He spent his latter years in preaching a
laboring with great zeal and acceptability for the promot
of the interests of the societies, His son Moses was
simple-hearted, earnest Christian, and was appointed
leader after Mr. Coleman died. His widow still surviy
Mr. Wadhams having died while yet a young man, his wid
was married to Josiah Wright, Esq., of Plymouth. =

CaLviy Wapnawms, of Plymouth, was the son of the m
ister just noticed, and was converted under the labors
Valentine Cook. He contributed largely to the erection
a building called “ the Academy,” adapted both to the p
poses of a school and of religious worship. The u
story was seated, and fitted up with a pulpit and an
and was the only church in Plymouth for, perhaps, fi
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ars, Mr. Wadhams’s house was ever open to the preacheré,
d was often filled full on quarterly-meeting occasions.
5 first wife was a pious lady, and a few years after her
ith he was married to the Widow Lucas. " She lived with
first husband on Ross Hill, and there became a Method-
at an early period in the history of that society.

Calvin Wadhams amassed a large property, which was
stly inherited by his only son, Samuel Wadhams, Esq.,
o now occupies the paternal residence. Methodism has
cherished in the family down to the fourth generation,
d is still a vital element in the whole circle.

The first family in Plymouth brought thoroughly under
yinfluence of Methodism was the Coleman family. Mr.
remiah Coleman, his wife and two daughters, lived and
d exemplary and influential members of the Church.
, Coleman had a comfortable home, to which he invited
reachers, and that was no small part of the “ material
” 50 necessary during the early history of the Church.
. Coleman was the first class-leader in Plymouth. His
) daughters, Mrs. Hodge and Mrs. Holley, were active
mbers of the Church, and made up a part of one of the
8t admirable circles of pious women that we ever became
uainted with, in 1818 and several years subsequently.
sy were glowing lights in the Church of God to the end.
‘k s. Wooley is spoken of by Mrs. Bedford as one of
first Methodists with whom she became acquainted.
b is still remembered in different neighborhoods. She
§ poor as to this world’s goods, a portion of the time
endent upon the kindness of friends for a home. On
oceasion of the Ice Flood she was carried away by the
d, in her house, from “ Butler’s Creek,” on the Kingston
The ice forming a dam in “Tobey’s Eddy,” her
e came to a stand just above that point, surrounded by
wtains of ice. She commenced a pilgrimage toward the
est point of land.  The cakes of ice lay jammed together
¥ild confusion, presenting anything but an even surface.
 could not walk ; her only mode of locomotion was by




116 BEARLY METHODISM.

creeping on her hands and knees. She struggled alon
passing over the sharp edges of the large cakes of ice,

cending and descending enormous piles, until she had WO
out her hands, and traces of blood marked her path. To sa
her wounded and bleeding hands she took off her shoes al
put her hands into them, and thus protecting her gash
fingers, palms, and wrists, she wound her weary way fo
half a mile, when she once more set her feet on terra firm
« Aunt Wooley ” held on her way to a goodly old age, at
died in peace in a small house in Wilkesbarre. ‘

Mrs. Huldah Cary, the widow of ComrorT CARY, i 8
living with her son-in-law, Mr. Corwell, in Brooklyn, D
Her maiden name was Weeks. She had three brothe
Killed in the Indian battle, and her father, an old man, Wi
left in charge of three young widows and twelve gra
children! She was then five years of age. She returnt
to New England with her father, where she remained
the Indian troubles were over, and then came again
‘Wyoming, where she was married in 1789, and lived un
her husband died and she was old. She gives the followi
account of the origin of the classes in Wilkesbarre,
over, and Newport :

« Anning Owen preached in Hanover, and formed a cla
there in 1790. Ashbel and Joseph Waller, John How, a
Abram Adams were the first men who joined the cls
Ashbel Waller was the first class-leader ; he became a o
preacher, and then Abram Adams took charge of the cla
Old Mrs. Waller was a member of the first class.”

We saw this old saint, under most interesting cirel
stances, in Windsor, N. Y., in 1816. We were a me
stripling, it being the first year of. our itinerancy.
coming into the place we were told that a lady, by the ng
of Canfield, was at Captain Waller’s and wished us to @
We called and found Mother Canfield, a school mate of
father and mother in Danbury, Conn., and a friend |
neighbor in Middlefield, N. Y., in our boyish days. Hi
we found ¢ Grandmother Waller,” we think, about ning
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gars of age, who kept her bed constantly, and had done so
r many years. Captain Waller at this time was a Baptist,
it “ Grandmother” was a Methodist, dyed in the wool.
be fired up, and talked of the good old times and the good
d preachers with great animation. We knew not the
calities nor the persons she referred to, and were not
tepared to enter into her feelings so fully as we could have
e a few years subsequently, when they became familiar
as household ‘words. ~She seemed wholly given up to
i, and perfectly happy. She had not heard a Methodist
rmon for years, and no ado but we must preach for her.
seordingly an appointment was announced, and in the
 the neighbors gathered in, and we took our position

nsolatory discourse, which seemed to the dear old creature
6 water to the thirsty soul. She waved her hands, often
S nded, and, although with a feeble voice, shouted “ Glory
d!”  Not long after this she departed in great peace.
fethodism had a few adherents in Wilkesbarre before
lentine Cook came into the country. Mr. Colbert, in the
nth of April, put up with “old friend Mann,” with
om he found comfortable quarters whenever he visited
place. Mr. Mann’s, we presume, was the first house
the county seat which was opened to the Methodist
achers, and it was here that Valentine Cook proclaimed
el to those who came to hear, whether from motives
uriosity or for higher and better reasons. When he first
ached there he was threatened with mob vielence. 'When
me’s party undertook to smoke him out with brimstone,
r the meeting was concluded he took his horse and rode
Hanover for quarters. Mrs. Cary says Cook was called
o greatest preacher that ever was; a very learned man

it this time Mrs. Cary, with her husband, lived in Cary-
B. Mr. Cary and his wife experienced religion just
re Cook left the district in 1796. In March of that
¢ they attended one of Mr. Cook’s quarterly meetings
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on Ross Hill; it was held in the house of Aaron Dean
She says: “ We came to the river at Wilkesbarre, and th
jce ran so thick that the ferryman refused to ferry us ove
but he told us we might have the boat if we would risk th
undertaking. There were fifteen of us, and we pushed out
we were driven down far below the landing place, but W
finally reached the shore in safety. We had a gloriou
meeting.” Mr. Cook preached his last sermon in the vall
on Ross Hill on Aets xx, from verse 17 to the close o
the chapter. Mrs: Cary says her husband went over to hea
him, and said it was the most wonderful sermon he evé
heard. All were melted down, and sighs, groans, and so
filled the house. The people wept, the preacher
and after the sermon a hearty squeeze of the hand of th
man of God, with a convulsive utterance of « Farewell,” wa
responded to in a most dignified, affectionate manner by fl
preacher. « Farewell, brother, farewell, sister; God ble
you; be faithful ; we shall meet in heaven.” The text W
applicable. He left, and they of the valley saw his fa
no more. :

Mr. Cary removed from Carytown to Hanover in 1
Azel Dana, father of Hon. Amasa Dana, of Ithaca, N. ¥
Mus. Cary says, was the first class-leader in Wilkesba
When he died, which she thinks was in 1804, her husban
Comfort Cary, was appointed leader. He lived four mile
from town ; but it was nothing in those days for a cls
leader to walk much farther than that, two or three tim
every week, to meet the class and attend prayer-meeting

At about the time Mr. Owen formed the class in Hanow
he also formed one in Newport, four miles below. 1
Smiths (Martin and Jonathan) and the Reeders were 1
first who joined the class in Newport. Benjamin Bidla
lived in a little log-cabin in Newport, near where Lee’s M
“now stand. The classes in Hanover and Newport were pr
ably organized in 1792 ; it may be a year or two carlier.

Michael H. R. Wilson stands connected with Tioga, 8
Hamilton Jefferson and Anning Owen with Seneca.
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T"u 1796 the numbers stood t,hus ‘Wyoming, 221 ; Tioga,
5 Seneca, 215.

~'s year Alward White was returned to VVyommg cireuit,
d this year he was married to Miss Clara Pierce located,
ad removed to Maryland. He had traveled four years:
e first year on Pittsburgh circuit, the second on Seneca
ake, and the third and fourth on Wyoming. He was a
gan of an excellent spirit, was estimated a good preacher,
nd was quite successful in our territory. He visited
Yyoming some time in 1825, and preached in Wilkesbarre.
lis presence brought back old recollections to the minds of
aany who were then liviug. The following brief memoir
f him is found in the Minutes for 1833 :

% ALwarp Waire. In the early part of his life he de-
ted himself to the service of God. In 1793 he commenced
§ itinerant career, but after traveling four years he located
id lived in the city of Baltimore. In 1819 he was read-
pitted as a member of the Philadelphia Conference, and
ontinued in this work until his death. He was an accept-
ble preacher, modest and unassuming in his manners, and
pm in his friendships. He died in peace at his residence
b Greenborough, Md., November 23, 1832.”

CHAPTER VL
PROGRESS OF THE WORK, 1797-1800.

1797, This year, for the first time, the elders who had
e of a number of circuits are denominated presiding
s, and Thomas Ware was appointed to the charge of
he district embracing Philadelphia and Wilmington, and
le country northward to the lakes.

‘Mr. Ware was a calm, modest man, and contrasted rather
favorably with the great man who preceded him. He
yas pleasant and instructive in the family, and soon found
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his way to the hearts of the people; but he had not the
power over men, the commanding eloquence and the over-
whelming pathos of Valentine Cook. Such was the marked.
difference between the two, that the more zealous part of
the Methodist membership could scarcely withhold expres
sions of disappointment, and some of them did not do i ;
On his first appearance at a quarterly meeting in Kingston :
Mr. Ware preached on Saturday ; and in the prayer-meef-
ing in the evening Darius Williams, who was then all ina
blaze, used the following language in his prayer: “O Lo dy
bless our new elder and give him more religion, or he will
be trod down in the gate;” to which many responded
«gmen.” The elder bore the implied reproof in silence
doubtless knowing how to appreciate all such indications,
He was by no means deficient either in religion or talents;
but his sermons were not the tornadoes to which the people
had been accustomed. If a presiding elder did not break
down everything before him, he did not, in their estimation,
magnify his office.
This year Rocer Bexton was the preacher on Wyoming
circuit. Mrs. Bedford says “he was a short, thickset man,
and a smart preacher.” In relation to this man, the Rew.
Gideon Lanning bears the following testimony: “He w2
“one of the early preachers in Wyoming Valley; was on
of the most modest, meek, and uniformly consistent men
ever knew. He had a stentorian voice, and was an excel:
lent preacher; but about 1803, having had a severe fit of
sickness, he resumed his labors too soon upon his circuif
and greatly injured his voice, so that in 1805 he located
He married and settled on a farm near Newark, N. Y
where he lived until within a few years, when he died i
great peace, having always enjoyed the esteem and confidence
of his neighbors and of the Church. A better man I nevel
knew.” §
James Stokes was on Tioga, and Anning Owen and J ohnsol
Dunham were on Seneca circuit. The numbers this yes
advanced on Seneca, and declined on Wyoming and Tioga,
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REV., WILLIAM COLBERT IN OUR FIELD AGAIN.

n April, 1797, Mr. Colbert makes his appearance again
our territory, pen in hand, jotting down the names of
ces and persons, and the circumstances which he thinks
y of note. He enters the valley of Wyoming from
t, and after traveling for a while on Wyoming circuit,
again visits Tioga and the Lake country.

e itinerancy was not at this time so systematic and
lar an institution as at present. This year Colbert ap-
rs on the Minutes in connection with the Chester circuit,
din 1798 with Wyoming; but, from his journal, it ap-
s that he continued on Bristol circuit, where he had
ored in 1796, until he left for ‘Wyoming.

We shall copy freely from Mr. Colbert’s journal, par-
larly while he is at the north, not so much for the sake
the incidents which it contains, as for the purpose of
ng lines, names, and dates which are important to sub-
quent history.

é Thursday, April 6. 1 set off this morning from John
exander’s for Wyoming. Got as far as Prescott’s tavern
:very disagreeable ride. Here I found such a disagree-
e company that | omitted proposing to go to prayer in
) family. :

“Friday, 7. Rode through the rain—through ¢ the shades
( th’——passed the Susquehanna, and got once more to
rins Williams’s, in Wyoming, where I found my good
d colleague, Elisha Cole,

“Saturday, 8. 1 preached at a quarterly meeting extra,
d at Darius Williams’s; Alward White and Elisha Cole
orted. We lodged at Aaron Dean’s.

“Sunday, 9. This morning we had a happy love-feast.
sha Cole preached from Acts xxii, 19; Alward White
ye an exhortation after him; and I preached from Luke
ii, 19, and administered the Lord’s Supper. At night
isha Cole preached at the school-house, near Colonel Deni-

I sung and. prayed after him, and lodged, with
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Michael Roby Hines Wilson, a young invalid preacher
at Colonel Denison’s. Ihave felt well among my breths
in Wyoming.

“Monday, 10, I spent at Colonel Denison’s, for I felt t
want of rest.” And a good place it was to rest.

“7Tuesday 11. 1 crossed the river and preached at Burger
While I was speaking, a sick young man came in and
sired liberty to lie down. After I had preached, and spok
to the class, I spoke to him, and found him of deisti
principles. I crossed the river again, drank tea at X
Smith’s, and lodged at Squire Carpenter’s. His family 18
me with great kindness, Since I was in this country |
Lord has taken from them a daughter who had not b
long married; but happy for her that she embraced
ligion while in health. She was a delightful singer, and
trust she has gone to sing on high.t !

“ Wednesday, 12. Rode from Carpenter’s to my old fria
Rosecrantz’s, where I used formerly to preach, and fi
Rosecrantz’s to Darius Williams’s. From Williams
walked a little distance to a friend’s by the name of Pien
and while I was conversing with Sister Pierce,} who sha
walk up but David Downing, from the state of Delaw
who was moving, with his wife and seven children, hay
seventy or eighty miles of the worst road yet to go.
well if this is not the beginning of sorrows with
people. 1

 Thursday, 13. At night preached at Jeremiah Colemats
and met a class. Here the friends are lively.

« Friday, 14. Preached at Ashbel Waller’s, and spent:
afternoon and part of the evening in reading “The Shipwre
an elegant poem, by William Falconer.

« Saturday, 15. Gotthrough ¢ The Shipwreck” and preac

% He was engaged in marriage to Elizabeth Denison, but he Wt
his great reward before the union was consummated; and Miss E
beth was subsequently married to Colonel Elijah Shoemaker, i

4 She was married to Jacob Bradford, Esq., who subsequently m

Deborah Sutton, one of our most valuable contributors.
<.~ 1 Aunt Ruth Pierce. }
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j:"..' Mother Hide’s, in Hanover, and returned to Ashbel

Sunday, 16. Preached in the Courthouse in Wilkes-
fre to an attentive congregation, some of whom, I'suppose,
re deists. 1 felt myself for some time at a loss for a
bject to address these people on. I wanted to preach
wintedly against deism, but was afraid I should not do
istice to such an important subject; and as it seemed
robable that a great part of them professed to believe the
ible, I spoke to them accordingly, and concluded with a
f caution to the deists.”
Mr. Colbert had been told, what was a fact, that several
f the leading spirits in the town were disciples of Elihu
Imer, known as ¢ Blind Palmer,” author of a dangerous
ok entitled “The Principles of Nature.” Many years
0 we read the copy of this book, which belonged to Dr.
filliam Hooker Smith’s library. ~ This work, together with
“Age of Reason,” was circulated and read by the men
of Wilkesbarre, but not by the women. A brother of Blind
almer lived in Wilkesbarre; he was a lawyer and a man
influence, and took a leading part in the infidel circle,
old leaven of infidelity, we fear, has never been wholly
inated from the old town, although it has ceased to
xercise much public influence. We say the women of
e ancient borough of Wilkesbarre adhered to Christianity.
0 it was, and hence the notorious fact that the leading men
he town opposed Methodism, and some of them perse-
d the Methodists, while their wives were brought under
influence and rendered it most effective support. A
mber of those would have united with the little despised
mmunity had a positive interdict not been laid upon them
their husbands.
‘Mr. Colbert proceeds: “Dined at the Widow Johnson’s
ossed the river and preached at the school-house, near
olonel Denison’s, and lodged at Colonel Denison’s.
% Monday, 17. Preached at Benjamin Carpenter’s, and
ed at ——. These are kind people, but the chil-
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dren are so noisy there is no satisfaction to be had in th
place. '

“Tuesday, 18. Rode to Benjamin Carpenter’s.
_weather too inclement to travel. My time was too s
to accomplish my business if I had stayed; and then
weather a man can live in ought to stop him, that is, wh
he can do no good by remaining. e

“ Wednesday, 19. Rode from Carpenter’s to James Rice
Attended a prayer-meeting at friend Smith’s at night, ar
found myself in my element. :

“ Thursday, 20. Rode from James Rice’s to Amos Park
in Salem. A glorious change has taken place in this famil
since I was here. Mrs. Parks, who used to be dead s
Calvinistic, is now alive, and several of the children co
verted. ?

“ Friday,21. Rode from Amos Parks’s to Christian Bos
man’s, where I met with a very kind reception, and at nig
we had a prayer-meeting. 1

“Saturday, 22. Richard Sneath met me at Christian Boy
man’s, where is held a quarterly meeting. Brother Sneal
preached. David Davies gave an exhortation. I th
preached, and Ashbel Waller gave an exhortation. At nig]
we held a prayer-meeting at Thomas Bowman’s. 1
had strange feelings to-day, but hope I shall be enabled |
grace to overcome my soul’s enemy. 1

“Sunday, 23. We had a happy lovefeast, after whi
Richard Sneath preached. Ashbel Waller preached aft
him. I preached after Waller, and administered the Lord
Supper. In the afternoon I rode with Richard Sneath tom
old friend Ogden’s and preached.” k

Mr. Colbert continued in the Northumberland circuit
more than two weeks, visiting its principal a.ppomtm
when he turned toward the north.

“Saturday, May 6. Dined at John Salmon’s, prayed ¢
Robert Owen’s and the Widow Salmon’s, and rode on
-Christian Bowman’s. Thus have I bid adieu to Fishi
Creek once more.
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“From much-loved friends whene’er I part,
A pensive sadness fills my heart;

Past scenes my fancy wanders o’er,

And sighs to think they are no more.”

' Sunday, 7. Spent the forenoon at Christian Bowman’s.
glt unhappy in mind. I preached at three o’clock, with
William Brandon gave an exhortation, and with
[ lodged at my old friend Isaac Holloway’s, where I
spose we spent half the night in conversation.

% Monday, 8. 1 preached at Berwick, though with little
edom. Brother Brandon spake after me. Rode on to
nos Parks’s, in Salem, where we had a meeting, and spent
evening very agreeably.

“Tuesday, 9. We rode from Salem to Andrew Blanch-
I's, and thence to Jeremiah Coleman’s, in Shawney.

& Wednesday, 10. We rode from Coleman’s to Colonel
mison’s. Dined with Alward White and Michael R. H.
son; and I rode on to James Sutton’s. Thus have I got
the frontiers of Wyoming once more, on my way to
Hard times I now expect.”

MR. COLBERT VISITS TIOGA AND SENECA.

Thursday, 11. T have had a long and tiresome ride over
 Luzerne Mountains, from Sutton’s to Humphrey Brown’s
ern, a disagreeable place. I had to lodge in a room with
ge or four vile. wretches. As the company of such
pminable beings is so disagreeable here on earth, what
ought to be taken to escape helk, where they are much
g viday, 12. Rode from Brown’s to my old friend
¢’s, where I believe they were glad to see me. O
y much better it is for me to be here than where I was
 night !

“Saturday, 18. Rode from Cole’s to my friend Green’s, at
eshe Dined and rode on to Daniel M’Dowall’s, at
emung. | have severe exercises of mind.

#8Sunday, 14. Preached at my old friend Kress’s, and
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administered the Lord’s Supper. Here the children we
so mnoisy that I have not had much satisfaction
preaching. 3

“ Monday, 15. Rode from Kress’s to John Dow’s, at th
head of the Seneca Lake, where I was kindly received a
well used. :

“ Tuesday, 16. Rode through a wilderness of aho
eighteen miles, on the east side of the Seneca Lake, in con
pany with a very venerable man by the name of Lande
who parted with me before I got to Squire Parker’s, in Jer
salem, Ontario county, N. Y. I was well received and kind
used by the Squire, who is a great admirer of the works
Baron Emanuel Swedenborg. ]

“ Wednesday, 17. Spent at Squire Parker’s, who gave n
an account of the dealings of the Lord with him. The a
count of his conversion is Secriptural and rational. Aft
his conversion he joined the New Lights, with whom he co
tinued some time before he went into the army ; and i
very strange that when he returned from the army he wi
drawn off, with a number more, by Jemima Wilkerson,
very extraordinary woman, who styled herself the Univers
Friend. She says that the soul that once inhabited her bo
is now in heaven, and that the soul of Jesus Christ ng
dwells in her. The Squire has now left her, and, I suppo
has become a disciple of Swedenborg, but is very friend
to the Methodists. 1

“ Thursday, 18. 1 spent at Squire Paiker’s, and felt mu
indisposed in body andsmind.

“Friday,19. Rode from Parker’s to Wheeler’s and Hull
and thence to David Benton’s. From Benton’s we went:
hear a Mr. Irish, a Baptist, preach. He appeared to be
earnest., He is a Calvinist, and pleases a great number;
the people in this country, though I do not consider him
greatest preacher I ever heard.

“ Saturday, 20. Began our quarterly meeting in Sene
circuit, at David Benton’s.  Hamilton Jefferson preached:
excellent sermon, I preached after him, and Anning Ow
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hed after me. We had reason to be thankful for as
ach of the presence of the Lord as was with us.

% Sunday, 21. This morning the Lord was with us in the
vefeast in David Benton’s house. Public preaching was
house, I preached with little satisfaction, on account
disagreeable noise of children and the restlessness of
me of the congregation. Anning Owen preached with
ty, and Hamilton Jefferson from Sol. Song, ii, 11, 12.
ght it was a little curious that he should preach from,
.0 the winter is past, the rain is over and gone,” when there
as an appearance of a great rain within a quarter of an
ur of us. We closed divine service for this day with the
ministration of the Lord’s Supper.

% Monday, 22. 1 spent with Hamilton Jefferson at James
shall’s. These people are very kind.

“ Tuesday, 23. We spent at Caleb Andrews’s. I read
me in the Bible and in Watt’s Lyric Poems.

% Wednesday, 24. We dined with Cornelius Morris, once
imember of our Church and a preacher, but now not with
 though he loves us. May the Lord bring him back!
fe lodged at David Benton’s.

“ Thursday, 25. We spent at our friends Carpenter s and
fedon’s. My reading has been the Bible and Watson’s
pology.

& Friday, 26. The morning clear and cold. We have
ida long ride ; crossing the Cayuga Lake at Harris’s Ferry,
 proceeded to Asa Bailey’s, in Scipio; our conversation
as upon subjects of an interesting nature.

Saturday, 27. The day has been very unfavorable for
i quarterly meeting, which we held at Samuel Phelps’s, an
mcomfortable place. We had a storm of wind, rain, light-
ing, and thunder. I preached from 1 Cor. vi, 19, 20, and
milton Jefferson from 1 Cor. xiii, 13. I find our good
s in these parts are very talkative. We were kindly
ertained at Squire Sherwood’s.

».,.rSu'nda_z/, 28. This morning our love-feast was open, and
ome of our friends spoke, much to my satisfaction. Ham-
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ilton Jefferson preached, and I preached after him wi
freedom. :

« Monday, 29. Wind from the north and cold.
rode from Squire Sherwood’s to Asa Bailey’s.

« Tuesday, 80. My friend Jefferson left me. I finish
Watson’s Apology for the Bible, went with my frien
Bailey, his wife, and Sister Holden, to Mr. Edey’s, where
endeavored to explain the nature of our doctrine and d
cipline. I drank tea at Mr. Mead’s, and returned hon
with my friends. 1

“Wednesday, 31. Rode to Samuel Phelps’s and Squi
Sherwood’s, where 1 spent part of my time, with some s
isfaction, reading Stackhouse’s Body of Divinity.

« Thursday, June 1. A very sharp frost this mornit
I preaéhed at Samuel Phelps’s, and at night held a pra
meeting. I am apprehensive the enemy is meditatingt
ruin of the society in this place.

« Friday, 2. 1 preached at a school-house near Asa B
ley’s, and also at Asa Jackson’s. :

“ Saturday, 8. 1 rode from Jacksons on the Owas
Lake, to Captain John Grover’s and preached. ‘While I
here a Baptist man came in, much elated, informing
old people that their son Thomas had given in his exp
ence at their covenant meeting, and his mother expresse
great willingness that he should be baptized.

« Sunday, 4. 1 preached at a school-house near Capf
Edward Wheeler’s. After preaching I had a long pa
with Captain Wheeler, who chose to withdraw from
ciety because I would not give my consent for him:
neglect his own meetings to hear other preachers. Ano
also, whose name is on the class paper, got up and W
home. In the afternoon, on my way to Mr. Olmsted’
saw a number of people gathered to hear Mr. Irish, am
whom were some of our Methodists. One of them I}
been acquainted with four or five years. I asked him if
was going to our meeting, and he told me he was if
Irish did not come. I rode to my appointment and had{
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ter part of the Baptist preacher’s congregation. I found
1 an inattentive set.

Monday, 5. On my way to Mr. Buck’s, at his request
led at Mr. Atwell’s, who yesterday told mé he wanted
me some questions. I soon found him an unreason-
fatalist, and not worth disputing with, so T left him. I
ghed at Captain Buck’s, and in the afternoon at Mr.
pson’s. :

Tuesday, 6. 1 preached at Mr. Bennet’s; there has been
fall of rain to-day.

Wednesday, 7. 1 have had a very disagreeable ride from
et’s, to where a few women had gathered for preach-
but was called off, before I began, to a woman in the
iborhood who was sick, therefore I neither preached,
ed, nor exhorted, but chose to ride until ten o’clock at
tin preference to staying in the filth among children,
hogs, and, no doubt, an army of fleas.

Thursday, 8. Preached at David Benton’s. I felt con-
in speaking.

riday, 9. Dined at Ezra Cole’s and preached at
arr Voke’s. The people behaved well, and were very
mable in worship. The weather has been warm these
avs. ;

uturday, 10. Rode from Ezra Cole’s to Squire Park-
E The day very warm and a thunder shower.

Sunday, 11. Preached at Townsend’s school-house with
ree of freedom, and in the afternoon at Squire Park-
"I have great cause to be thankful that though T am
times so distressed that life is a burden, I feel some
‘after preaching. 1 have had large congregations to-

March, 12. Dined at Mr. Lawrence’s, and rode on to
ooked Lake to my old friend Townsend’s. I believe
ere glad to see me, and I enjoyed myself well among

sday, 13. On my way from Elisha Townsend’s to

sl Pearce’s, in a very lonesome place far from any
ly Metbodism. 9




130 EARLY METHODISM.

house, T was overtaken by a thunder-storm which was aly
alarming. The wind was blowing, the lightning blazing, 1 /
thunder roaring, and the rain so pouring down that I cou
not see to escape the timber that might be falling aroun
me. 1 was wet enough when I reached my appointmen
and found it hard to get a dry corner to stand and
in. Here we have several blind people members of our
ciety. Blindness, it seems, is hereditary with the family.
« Wednesday, 14. Rode to Joel Moore’s, through Canand
gua, a large town for so new a country, near a lake of th
samename. Itssituation is delightful. Ipreached at Moo ¢!
“ Thursday, 15. Preached at Thomas Spencer’s with
degree of freedom. I was much hurt with the behavior
some of the congregation, standing and staring me in the fa
in time of prayer. ‘
« Friday, 16. We have had a powerful fall of rain to-da
which detained me at Thomas Spencer’s until after twel
oclock. I rode to Joel Gillet’s. We have seen a rema
able light at the north to-night. .
« Saturday, 17. 1 preached at Sharon Booth’s. Sever
stayed in class-meeting, some of them Baptists, and one @
lady, a Presbyterian. This old lady had never heard t
God had foreordained that a certain number should
unconditionally saved, and the rest unconditionally | o
though nothing is held forth more plainly in the G
fession of Faith. And it is evident that the Baptists
ashamed of their confession of faith, for none of those ¥
have lately joined say they have seen it. ]
« Sunday, 18. Rode from Joel Gillet’s to Major

I was very near getting lost in the woods by taking aJ
that led to a sugar camp. When I got to Swift’s none
tended in consequence of a powerful fall of rain. I di
and rode on to Deacon Reeves’s. These northern people
remarkable for titles. In consequence of sickness
Deacon Reeves’s, I stopped at Deacon Foster’s and t
to preach there. Here I saw several persons I hadl
acquamted with on the Susquehanna between four and!
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ars ago. Deacon Foster is a very talkative man, but I
pe he has religion. He used me very kindly. I do not
well. I believe it is because I am so much exposed to
weather.

% Monday, 19. 1 have had a long and tedious ride through
e shade of lofty trees to, Prince Gruger’s, and preached,
but not with much satisfaction.

)Tuesday, 20. Rode to Mr. Reynolds’s, on the east side of
e Cayuga Lake. The impious deportment of a man I
as under the disagreeable necessity of lodging with made
 feel very uneasy in my mind.

& Wednesday, 21. 1 have had a very muddy ride to Wil-
am Winter’s, and preached with a degree of satisfaction
id met a class. It has been remarkably cold these three
ays past.

“Thursday, 22. Had a very wet and dirty ride to Samuel
bern’s, where I preached.

“Friday, 23. Had a very disagreeable ride through the
ishes to Dyer Smith’s. - There has been a powerful fall
rain this morning. Our friend Smith, his wife, a brother,
ree children, live in a little log pen, covered with
ieces of wood. I found but two people that came to
g, a man and his wife by the name of Buck. I read
m the fifth chapter of Matthew, sung and prayed with
iem. In this place I dined, and enjoyed myself very well.
would rather be in a pen with the clean and decent, than
1a palace with the filthy. I rode on to Richard Goodwin’s,
1 the Cayuga Lake. These are clean people. I spent part
[ the evening with old Richard Goodwin. I believe he is
0od man.

“Saturday, 24. 1 rode from Richard Goodwin’s to Robert
‘Dowall’s, at the head of Cayuga Lake, and from M’Dow-
I's to William Goodwin’s, and a very disagreeable ride I
ave had of it through the mud. A man needs to have a
od constitution and a large stock of patience to travel
his circuit. May the Lord bless me with the latter !
“Sunday, 25. Last night I went to bed with a chill, sue-
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ceeded by a fever, and was very unwell all night. 1 believe
the cause is being so much exposed to the great rains which
have fallen since I came into this part of the world. "he
‘people called to hear preaching in the forenoon. 1 did nof
feel able to sit up, but wishing them to hear some hing
in the name of the Lord I made- an attempt to preach, bu
found myself unable, and had to lie down, desiring th
friends to hold a prayer-meeting. After several of
had prayed I made a second attempt, and was enabled f
preach and meet two classes. In the afternoon I rode
Robert Alexander’s, and found Alward White pre [
ing. 1 gave an exhortation after him, and have re
to be thankful that I feel better than I did in
morning. 2
“ Monday, 26. Rode to Alward White’s, where Iw
severely attacked with pains in my limbs, chills, and fever
[ feel the want of more grace.” :
The chills and fever followed Mr. Colbert for severd
weeks, much longer than would have been the case coul
he have laid by in comfortable quarters and been well can
for but a short time. He, however, must travel and preat
when he could stand up. Fever and ague was a comm
affliction in the lake country in those days, even with tho
who had to endure much less exposure to the wind an
weather than fell to the lot of Mr. Colbert. No one Wi
has ever been afflicted with this disease, even under or
nary circumstances, will wonder that the good man found!
necessary to pray for “more grace.” To suffer © evel
other day” from a severe chill, followed by a burning feve
and to be obliged, in addition to this, to endure “long ri
through the mud, where one cannot go out of a wa
exposed to heavy rains, bad food, dirty houses, and sleeple
nights, in consequence of swarms of fleas,” was quite H
much for anybody with only an ordinary stock of grace
patience. “ But,” Mr. Colbert remarks, “these are lig
things, and scarcely worthy of being put in the catalogue
what is suffered for Christ and the good of souls.” Tr
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ve y true; and that, as our itinerant adds, “in this country
many might do better,” is also true.
. There is a word, however, to be said for the first settlers

secure the inmates from the storms and the cold, mak-
good roads, keeping clean, and conquering the swarms
of insects which infest the woods. A few old people who
ow live in the country visited by Mr. Colbert can appre-

roubles ; while the great majority who now inhabit that
arden of America once called “ the lake country,” would
e likely to consider his groanings as the fretting of a fas-
_,'ous old bachelor, who could be pleased with nothmg
As to the unhealthiness of « the lake country,” we had an
"portunity of forming a judgment, although we were at a
istance. We were raised among the hills of Otsego, N. Y.,

n the turnplke leadmw ﬁom Alb:my to the lakes Multl—

d not a fuw of those Wh() wenb out West in the splmg
rong and healthy, returned in the fall pale and emaciated,

ather than to shake, and burn, and suffer from headache for
half of the time in the fertile country bounding the Cayuga
md Seneca. Miasmatic diseases passed away from this
ountry with the dense forests and the stagnant pools, and
6 has now long been as healthy as any portion of .the
orld.

The brave hearts that stood it out, and buffeted the dan-
and difficulties of the country when it was a frontier,
t have the Gospel, and our old itinerants were the men
carry it to them. They could shake and burn one day,
d encounter the storm and mud, and preach in open, com-
rtless log “pens” the next, for the sake of Christ and
1s. So did the heroic Colbert.

- We have given enough of Mr Colbert’s Journal to show
e extent and character of Seneca circuit in 1797. He was
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sent to this field to do missionary work for a few months.
The labor was hard, the sacrifices great, and as to the pay
he says nothing about it. The probability is that he received
little more than his board and the keeping of his horse,
Upon closing his labors upon the circuit he makes the fol-
lowing record : p

“I have traveled from the 20th of May to the 12th of
September on Seneca circuit, in Ontario and Onondaga
counties, in the State of New York, among the lakes Ca
daigua, Honeoye, and Crooked Lake, west and southwest,
and Cayuga, Owacso, and Skaneateles, east and northeas
of the Seneca Lake. The inhabitants are principally imm
grants from the New Englahd States, the older settlement
in the State of New York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvanis
and, toward the Honeoye, some are from Maryland. Ham
ilton Jefferson has been my colleague, a man high in e
esteem of many of the people. The people generally havi
been raised under a Calvinistic ministry ; some of them pre
tend to some knowledge of experimental religion, of which
will not say they are totally ignorant, but I am afraid but fe ey
of them enjoy it. The Calvinistic is a system of dangerot
tendency. Some‘who joined us appear to be much alive ¢
God. In many places the people are extremely ignoran
and in others they are well informed. ;

“The face of the country is beautiful, the land ver
fertile, and the cattle grow to an enormous size. I ha
been credibly informed that four hundred bushels of whe
have been raised from eight bushels of seed. The sug
tree grows very large. The water is bad to wash, and di
agreeable to drink. Truly I can say that since I have be
in this country my life has been one continual scene
toil.”

The field was a hard one, and, for a time, not very pr
ductive. During Mr. Colbert’s nearly four months’ lab
in Seneca circuit, it is remarkable that he *joined
society ” only a very few ; and we are inclined to think the
had nearly all been members in other places. This fact
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had to deal with. Old-fashioned Calvinism was inter-
ven in the very texture of the thoughts and feelings of
 people.  God’s eternal decrees, imputed righteousness,
 impossibility of falling from grace, and the necessary
tinuance of sin in believers, was the sum of their theol-
i3 and to talk these doctrines up was the sum total of
s religion of too many of them.

Comparing Mr. Colbert’s report of the state of things in
§ country now, and that which he gives of a visit in the
Lof 1792, we can see considerable advance. He found
pitality everywhere, and was entertained by the best
nilies in the country. Societies had been formed in many
ees, and the circuit now extended from Skaneateles Lake
he Canandaigua, covering all the intermediate settlements ;
in the only villages mentioned by Mr. Colbert, Geneva
| Canandaigua, there was no regular appointment estab-
led at this period. The leaven was working but very
wly, and the preachers were obliged literally to walk by
h, not by sight.

Mr. Colbert, in company with several of the preachers,
out for conference. He attended a quarterly meeting at
ary Salsbury’s, near Towanda, thence passed down the
er to Blackwalnut, where he preached in the Baptist
eting-house, and lodged with old Elder Sturtevant, who
| married a Methodist lady for a second wife, and had
ome quite changed from what he was when the Method-
5 first made their appearance in Blackwalnut. The
mpany next stopped at Squire Sutton’s, where they found
pitality and comfort. The next point was Squire Car-

vl there was, as usual, a large supply of sermons and

ortations, and they had a good time.
*Monday, September 25,” Mr. Colbert “preached at

mson,” who, it seems, had considerable regard for the
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Methodists, and opened her doors for the accommoda
of the preachers. Then the company proceeded to Phil
delphia, and thence to Duck Creek, in Maryland, to t
conference. : ]

In the Minutes for 1798 Mr. Colbert stands connect@
with Wyoming circuit. From October, 1797, to Augus
1798, he had traveled Strasburgh circuit. He entered th
Wyoming Valley once more, and attended a quarterly
meeting at Darius Williams’s, in Kingston, August 18 ai
19, Thomas Ware presiding. Mr. Colbert’s journal durit
this conference year, which closed June 8, 1799, is ver
brief; simply making note of the places he visited,
texts he preached from, and taking a mere glance at a e
circumstances which fell under his notice. He travele
Wyoming and Northumberland circuits with John Lacke
and John Leach, he probably having the charge of bl
circuits.

Things in Wyoming seem not to have changed much fror
the time Mr. Colbert left in 1798. Some changes in 4
names of the persons with whom he lodged, and at wh
houses he preached, indicate slight alterations in the 0
dition or local habitation of the people, and an accession ¢
members, or at least of friends. He now stops at Benjam
Reeder’s, in Newport; at Elijah Imman’s, in Buttonwos
or Hanover ; at Daniel Taylor’s, in Capouse or Providene
and preached at Squire Carpenter’s instead of Rosecrantz
in the upper part of Kingston. Preaches at Jesse Gardner
on the Plains; at Eden Rugger’s, in Bedford; at Willi
George’s, in Wilkesbarre. ¢ Here,” he says, “ Mrs. Holg
back was kind enough to invite me to lodge at her house,
our friend George is a poor man. She appears to b
Christian woman, and treated me with much civility.”
jamin Bidlack and Darius Williams appear in the chars
of exhorters at quarterly meetings. = Samuel Holley’s,
Shawney, is the principal stopping place, and Mrs. Holl
and Mrs. Hodge, daughters of Jeremiah Coleman, 8
prominent members, attending the preacher to other ¢
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"_'m and traveling a distance to attend quarterly
tings.
799. This year a different arrangement of the districts
ects the northern portion of our field with Albany and
gountry on the Mohawk, William M’Lenahan being
liding elder. Cayuga and Oneida are connected ; the
mer probably taking from Seneca circuit the territory
6 of the Cayuga lake. The circuits are supplied thus :
meca—dJ onathan Bateman., .
fioga—John Leach and David Dunham.

Wyoming and Northumberland—James Moore, Benjamin
ack, and David Stevens.

James Moore was an Irishman, a man of good preaching
ities and no little shrewdness. Ie was plain, but neat in
s, and precise in his manners. He wa$ not a little
fered with an application for assistance, in procuring
mse to preach, by Nathan Parish, brother to the captain
whom we have spoken. Mr. Moore did not believe
:“:‘n called to the work, but in order to dispose of the
i the best manner, he proposed to hear him preach a
l sermon. To this Parish readily consented. The ap-
atment was made, and Mr, Moore prayed most earnestly
the would-be preacher; but he did not pray in the
mary way that God would help him, but he prayed God
onfound him. Parish tried hard but could do nothing.
sat down utterly vanquished, and gave up the idea of
zall until long after this. He was for some cause separated
1 the Methodist Church, and became a Universalist ; then
asionally he had the preaching fever, and sometlmes
d his hand at talking up “ the Abrahamic faith.” - Then
imy Moore was not present to pray against him and he
eeded better, but never very well.

Benjamin Bidlack was among the people who had known
L from the time of his return from the army, and they
believed in the reality of his conversion, and as to his
ching abilities they were universally conceded. He was
exhorter ; he sung and prayed gloriously, and God
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blessed his labors. Under one of his sermons at Wilkes
barre, perhaps the first one he delivered there, a miserabl
woman who had been in the army must needs go and hea
“Ben, Badlock”* preach. The old soldier wielded th
sword of the Spirit like a mighty man of war, and th
Magdalene was cut to the heart. She finally found peact
and lived long in the Church without reproach, and at las
died in hope. We often met her in class in 1818-19, ai
we had the story of her conversion from Father Bid
after her death.
This year a class of forty members was formed at Charl
Harris’s, over the Kingston mountain. Previously Gilbe
Carpenter had commenced his labors as a local preacher
and had a regular appointment there. He was much
earnest, and God gave him success. :
Charles Harris, the first-fruits of Methodism in
locality, is now, in 1859, ninety-two years of age.
this advanced age he is hale and strong, his memor
clear, and his soul happy in God. He gave us the follo
ing account of the commencement of the work under ¢
labors of “Uncle Gill Carpenter,” as he was familiar
called : “ Reuben Williams, my brother-in-law, and T we
awakened at about the same time, but he came into f
liberty first, and was as bold as a lion. He said we m
have a prayer-meeting, and accordingly one was appointe
at my house. 'When the time came only a few were prese
My brother-inlaw told me I must begin the meeting. P
first I knew not what to do, but finally concluded I mu
try ; and I read the hymn beginning, :
; ‘Show pity, Lord, O Lord forgive.’

It was a melting time; my mother was present
was awakened. Our next meeting was at Williams’s. Ti

was Uncle Gill’s appointment, but being a rainy day
but few present, we had a prayer-meeting. My moth
was deeply distressed, and made a prayer exactly as f

* This was the ancient method of pronouncing his name.
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: ‘Lord, have mercy on me, for I am poor, and mis-
ble, and blind, and naked. Amen.” The work went on.
muel Carver was the leader.”

Father Harris” lives in the same place still, and there
that we took down his recollections of former times.
Harris appointment’ remains to the present time,
| there many have been born into the kingdom of
ist. The old partiarch still remains with his children
jund him, all zealous for God and the Church. He is
iently waiting the Master’s summons ; but we hope may
live for several years, for his life is no burden either to
self or any one else. Father Harris is a kappy old
i, with perhaps as little to regret in the retrospect as any
er man living. ;
The following is an account (by Rev. L. Cole) of an en-
mter of Father Harris with two Presbyterian ministers:
When Father Harris and Mrs. Horton were both young
eligion, two ministers were at the house of Squire Hollis-
. They sent for Mr. Harris and Mrs. Horton. One of
m asked the latter if she loved God; she answered,
e’ “Would you love God if you knew he would send
1to hell? She was puzzled at this, and did not answer.
iy then asked Mr. Harris, ¢ Do you love God? ¢ Yes.’
fhy do you love God? Ans. ¢ Because he first loved
) Min. ‘Mr. Harris, would you love God if you knew
ould send you to hell? Ans. ‘No.” ¢Now, said Mr.
pris, ‘I want to ask you a question. Do souls in hell
‘God?’ Ans. ‘No.” ¢“How then can sinners in the way
hell love God if they do not love God in hell” The
eymen were puzzled by the young Methodist convert,
he was permitted to rejoice in the full assurance of
h without further molestation by those bigoted and
secuting parsons, who seemed to wish to trouble Meth-
5t converts.”

David Stevens was the first traveling preacher who vis-
d “the Harris neighborhood.” He was admitted on trial
1795, and continued to travel within the bounds of the
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Baltimore Conference until 1825. e died December 1
of that year, full of the Holy Ghost and of faith, frequen .
saying to those who attended him, “ My peace flows li
a river.,” He was a faithful laborer, and was an instrumel
in the hands of God in the conversion of many souls.

1800. This year “ Northumberland and Wyoming” a
attached to the southern district, and Joseph Everett .
presiding elder. The preachers are Ephraim Chambe
Edward Larkin, and Asa Smith. Chambers was a ve
large man and a strong preacher. He is represented
those who remember him as a man in advanced life, beir
quite gray, and having a commanding voice and manne
His preaching created a great sensation throughout the co
try, and was attended with great good. The word of
mightily grew and prevailed this year throughout the @
cuit. The progress of the work was manifested more in
increased interest in the religious services, and particular
in the preaching of the word, than in additions to f
societies. ;

This year was distinguished by the erection of the fi
meeting-house in Wilkesbarre, the seat of justice for I
zerne county. The church was built by a general subse
tion without specification as to what denomination shoi
have the control of it. After it was inclosed Ephra
Chambers preached a funeral sermon in the new chure
which occasioned some wag to observe, “That will be
Methodist church, you'll see.” This was not a’prophet
in the ordinary acceptation of the term, but it turned out
be true some years afterward.
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CHAPTER VIIL

s year the districts are named for the first time. 'This
alled the Philadelphia district, James Everett, presiding
r. Ephraim Chambers and Anning Owen were sta-
ed on Wyoming circuit in 1801. Owen had been
iching in this field for at least ten years, and yet he
 appointed by the bishop to labor another year upon
same ground. Indeed, he had been hammering upon
sciences of the people of Wyoming, as an exhorter
acher, ever since the summer of 1788, and either the
did not consider him worn out or they were not
ted in the appointment.
his year “ Elder Chambers” began to reap the fruits of
Jabor of the preceding year in the awakening and con-
n of souls. A revival broke out on the Plains.
Searle was baptized in the winter by immersion, a
% being cut through the ice in order to accomplish it.
5 was a great novelty in the country.
frs. Wright says the personal appearance of Mr.
mbers was prepossessing, and he was called by common
sent “ The great gun of the Gospel.” He had powerful
s, and used them to advantage; he was very shrewd
devotedly pious. Ile was once preaching to a large
gregation in a grove at Shickshinney; a man by the name
Silas Jackson climbed up into a tree. Mr. Chambers
proceeded in his discourse fired up, as he was wont
do, and thundered forth, “Cursed is every one that
woth on a tree.” “ Well, then,” says Jackson, “if that be
Lcase Il come down,” and suiting the action to the
pds descended, to the no small amusement of the con-
gation. Mr. Chambers was conscious of the responsi-
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bilities resting upon him as an ambassador of Christ.
passing Tilberry’s Ledge, about five miles below this pls
he was once heard to groan out in the anguish of his spiri
« Who knows but that some poor sinners will call upo
this mountain to hide them from the presence of Him th
sitteth upon the throne.”* ‘
A class was formed on the Tunkhannock, at Fancher’s
A class was also formed at Hopbottom, consisting @
four persons, namely : Jacob Tukesberry and wife, Sik
Servis, and Mrs. Saunders. 2
1802. This year is distinguished for the division of th
work into conferences. Northumberland and W yomis
circuits are embraced within the Philadelphia district, Phi
adelphia Conference. Thomas Ware is the presiding eld
and Ephraim Chambers and William Brandon . are
preachers on Wyoming circuit. : :
The latter part of this conference year we begin to fi
footprints in the form of quarterly conference records. ¥
have been favored by Samuel Wadhams, Esq., with the lo
of a book which he found in the desk of his father, the la
Calvin Wadhams, containing the following title-pag
«Steward’s Book for Wyoming circuit; Ashbel Wall
moved away; Darius Williams, Christian Bowms
Moses Wadhams, deceased.”
These names are erased by horizontal lines ; then bel
“stands the following:  Stewards : Darius Williams, C
vin Wadhams, Solomon Chapin.” ;
The first record is of a quarterly meeting held at h
Hill March 26 and 27, 1803. 3
The column of receipts contains the following cre
Wilkesbarre, $2 93; Plains, $1 70 ; Pittston, $0 50; Pro
dence, $0 40; Little Beach Woods, ; Great Be
Woods, ; Staunton Settlement, 3 Tunkhann
Creek, ; Atherton’s, ; Exeter, $1 11; Kingst
$4 371; Carver’s, $1 37%; Ross Hill, $2 02; Plymo
 Letter from Rev. Leonard Cole on the Origin of Methodisi
Plymouth. ;
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Briar Creek, $0 50; Salem, ; Newport,
; Nanticoke, $1 48; Public Collection, $10 46;
ic Collection, $3 38.

s following are the disbursements: Ephraim Cham-
—expenses, $3 00; quarterage, $9 10; $1 13. Wil-
 Brandon—expenses, $2 25; quarterage, $18 20;

. The Philadelphia Conference held its session for
year in May. A new district appears on the Minutes
year called Susquehanna, James Smith, presiding
ar, The preachers were James Polemus and Hugh
Jurdy. The old people say that M'Curdy was a
ladelphian, and soon became “homesick,” and left, no
te to return* to the circuit. Thomas Dunn came on
his place, and was admitted on trial at the next confer-

Lis said that Smith was both popular and useful. When
first made his appearance in Wyoming he met with an
asing reception. The quarterly meeting was in a barn,
| what was unusual in those times, the presiding elder
ved late. e came to Mr. Coleman’s and found the
e left in cha,rge of a little girl. He asked the child if
, was meeting in the place that day. The answer was,

es, sir; but it wxll be of no use for you to go, for they do
et sinners in.”

olemus was popular and useful. He is represented as
reat exhorter. His appeals were often overwhelming,
revivals followed him tvherever he went. Crandall
ilcox, Nathaniel Crandall, and others on the Plains, were
fruit of his labors.

Dunn was a young man, and sometimes put on airs. At
ob Tukesberry’s a large bowl of mush was set on the
e. Dunn, gazing at it, asked, “ How do you eat that?”
, Tukesberry was occasionally inclined to’ indulge in a
e dry humor, and he answered, “ With your fork.” If

€ He remained until the second quarterly meeting. See Steward’s
ok L8
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the question was seriously put, the young man was n
much wiser for the answer; if it was ironical, as is probab
he received as good as he sent. )
The finances of this year foot up as follows: First qu
ter, $32 78; second quarter, it is noted that “the seven
societies paid to the stewards money which paid the preache
off—the minutes were lost;” third quarter, there was receiw
and paid $49 95; the fourth quarter, $41 72. Supposit
the receipts of the second quarter to have amounted
about the average of $45, the whole receipts of the ye
would be $169 45. -
" According to this estimate, $169 45 was all that was pa
for the support of the presiding elder and two preache
and to defray their traveling expenses. ;
There is nothing recorded in this book but the finandi
matters : it is valuable, however, as evidence of the ex
of the circuit, and the comparative strength of the diffe
appointments. Taking the contributipns as a basis of es
mate, Wilkesharre takes rank among the weaker appoi
ments. The same fact appears for years. Kingston,
Hill, Newport, Plymouth, and Big Beech Wood,* give m'
than the county town. This only illustrates a gener
fact, and that is, that Methodism took root first, and w
-most rapidly developed in the rural districts. It was |
making a lodgment in the country, among the farmers,
commencing operations in private houses and school-hou
that Methodism first acquired notoriety and influence, a
by shedding light upon the towns from all sides, it final
made itself felt among the more polished classes. We hi
hefore seen that there were strong elements of opposition
Wilkesbarre to be conquered. Those elements made d
perate resistance, and only yielded to persevering effo

* We could find no ‘explanation of a distinction made in the,
Wyoming Stewards’ Book between ¢ Big Beech Woods” and “
Beech Woods,” until we asked the venerable George Harmon
those localities were. * His answer was, that Big Beech Woods was
Dutch settlement in Canaan, and Little Beech Woods was near Hi
bottom—probably Springville Hollow.
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ince Mr. Colbert traveled Wyoming, in 1798-9, the

it had been considerably enlarged, now extending up
mkhannock to Fancher’s—into the Beech Woods in

ehanna and Wayne counties.

04. This year the Susquehanna distriet stands in con-

g elder, James, Smith, in charge. Morris Howe and
ort Burch were the preachers. The presiding elder and
preachers were well received, being each in his way
e mediocrity. Smith we have met with before, in the
“country, in Colbert’s Journal. He was called Irish
my from the time of his becoming a preacher. He
egarded as a good preacher, but a little queer.. Howe
a great exhorter, and Burch, they say, was a very
ble man, and a good preacher. We have seen all
imen; with the last we became very well acquainted.
@'s pathetic strains, and Smith and Burch’s Irish wit,
spoken of by the few who remain of the Methodists of
day with no little interest.

305. This year Anning Owen is presiding elder on the
ehanna district, and James Paynter and Joseph Car-
re the preachers on Wyoming circuit. Of Father
ter we have before spoken. He had traveled on

levout and holy man. Carson was a young man, hav-
en received this year on trial. He was full of zeal,
was the means of a great awakening and the conversion
my souls, Father Harris says: “Ann and Aner Carver
hebe Alerton were awakened under a sermon which
eached on ‘The harvest is past and the summer is
12? The latter said: “If Brother Carson would
h that sermon all around the cireuit every body would
mverted.” Ann Carver married a Mulison, and is still
. We heard her speak in love-feast on Sabbath, June 5,
- She is the only survivor of the old generation of

10
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“The great and first revival in this section of coun try
extending throughout Brier Creek, Roaring Creek, Huntin
ton, and the intermediate and adjacent country, includin
hundreds of increase, commenced in the third story.‘
Thomas Bowman’s stone house, Brier Creek, still stan
ing. The room included the entire upper story. It we
quarterly meeting, September, 1805. The room was alwa
crowded and packed full ; Anning Owen, presiding eldg
James Paynter and J oseph Carson, circuit preachers. Chr
topher Frye, from Lycoming circuit, was very efficient
that revival ; he was a finelooking, large man, and an ex s;
lent preacher — Jesse Bowman. 4

1806.. Christopher Frye and Alfred Griffith are fl
preachers on Wyoming circuit this year. 3

The following curious incidents are related by D
Nadal, in a sketch of Mr. Griffith given in the L
Repository :

«In 1806 the subject of our sketch was received into ¢
Baltimore Conference and appointed to Wyoming circy
with Christopher Frye as his colleague. The cireuit, Ii
all others in that day, was large, and the fare poor 4
coarse enough. The only drink they had besides water
coffee (?) made of buckwheat bread. The process of mi
ing this drink was to hold a piece of buckwheat bread, ca
a slap-jack, in the fire in the tongs till completely charred, 8
then to boil it in an iron pot. The liquor thus obtain
sweetened with maple sugar, received from Mr. Griffith
name of ¢slap-jack coffee,” and by this designation came
be generally known. As to eating, from early in J
autumn, except when on the Flats, they had not a morse
meat of any kind.* Poultry could not be raised, nor
nor sheep, for as soon as anything of the sort made its

* One unacquainted with the country embraced in Wyoming ci
would secarcely have a correct idea of it from this representation. A
time the circuit Lad been so extended as to embrace sev; eral new s
ments in Susquehannu and Wayne countics, then called the Big and L
Beech Woods and th_e Swamp, IHere were the poverty, the “slaps
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rance it was carried off by the foxes, the bears, the pan-
1s, or the wolves. If now and then a man was found
d enough to attempt to keep a hog, the pen was built
at the front door of the cabin; and if he owned a calf it
‘brought up and tied behind the house every night, and
guns kept loaded, and at hand, to, drive off or kill the
ading panther or wolf. As they rested at night on their
r-skins or deer-skins, they frequently heard around them
i wailing scream of the panther or the howl of the wolf;

d the sight of the bear was more common than that of
jig or a lamb.

“The sleeping was as poor in some instances as the eat-
rand drinking. About fifty miles from the Flats lived
amble family by the name of Cramer, consisting of hus-
d and wife, with one son, Abram. Their house was
h stopping place and church for our young itinerant,
0 had for his bed, when he remained over night with
m, the frame of an old loom, across whose beams
e laid slats, and on the slats a bear-skin or two.
sse, with a pair of clean sheets, which were kept exclu-
ely for the preachers, and a few superincumbent duds,

stituted the sleeping apparatus. Abe, as he was famili-
v called, was the preacher’s bed-fellow, and on one occa-
), when Mr. Griffith had just committed himself to his
m and bear-skins for the night, and lay waiting for young
ram, who was a stalwart boy of twenty, he happened to
b his eye in one corner of the room, or rather of the
), that room being the only one, when a sight met
| at once puzzling and grotesque. There was good
ther Cramer, with her boy, Abe, before her, who stood,
h lamblike docility, while the old lady pinned around
- a snow-white sheet, which reached from the chin to
ground, making him look, his decidedly human head

" and “no meat.” “The Flats” is the Wyoming Valley. Twelve

ménts out of eighteen were located on the river, where the people

d comfortably in 1806, and never heard of such a thing as  slap-jack
.
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being excepted, for all the world like a veritable ghe
¢ Why, mother,” said the young preacher, ¢what ¢
earth are you doing to Abe? Are you making a ghe
of him ?
“¢No, child,” replied the inventive housewife, ‘mo,
Abe isn’t fit to sleep with a preacher unless he is wrap D
up in some such way as this.’
“ At one of his appointments the young preacher w
met by an Irishman, by the name of Matthew Bortree,
had been a Methodist in his native country, but having e
grated to this country, and settled where he enjoyed no
ligious advantages, he had become cold and backslidde
But the Holy Spirit again visited him, and he becai
deeply anxious to retrieve his spiritual losses, and the
ject of his present visit was to get the promise of th
preachers to visit his settlement, and establish there |
appointment. The settlement was of about twenty ye
standing, and yet a sermon had never been heard, nor
minister of the gospel seen in it. '
“ Upon consultation between the preachers it was agre
that Mr. Griffith should make the first visit to the new f
and preach the Gospel in the regions beyond to peof
who had never heard its joyful proclamation. The tis
was fixed, and a young man was to be sent to meet
preacher at Kramer’s, and conduct him through the gre
wilderness called the ¢ Big Beech Woods’ to Bortree’s hou
In pursuance of his engagement, at the proper time
Griffith started for Kramer’s, rode all day without eatin;
morsel, and reached the friendly cabin about nightfs
having come about fifty miles. Of course he was weary ¢
hungry. Mother Kramer said she was glad to see him, b
sorry he had come, for she had nothing, nothing at all
give him to eat. Mr. Griffith said he was sorry too, for
was very hungry ; couldn’t Mother Kramer possibly f
something that a man could eat? The good woman prg
ised to try, and upon rumaging among some broken crof
ery she found a dry crust of bread, which, added to a v
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fish which Abe had that day caught in the branch, and
i she immediately cooked, was the supper and dinner
young preacher, after a ride of fifty miles and preach-

fish and the bread, which Providence made suffi-
without a miracle, being found, the good woman
“out a wash-tub and placed -a board over it for
e, on which in the moiety of a plate she arrayed the

vited the preacher to eat, adding, as she concluded her
fion, ‘ There’s your dinmer; it’s all I have; if I had
jyou should have it. But if you are a good man it’s
enough for you, and if not it’s too good.’

fdaybreak the next morning the father and Abe had
jed from the mill, whither they had gone to replenish
exhausted larder, and the young itinerant had, con-
g time and place, a good breakfast, plenty of corn
, washed down with slap-jack coffee, that and nothing

e next evening he and his guide arrived at the settle-
and were met by seventy or eighty persons, all anx-
o see that strange sight, a preacher. He put up with
ge, and no sooner was he in the house than they in-
¢ should preach the same evening. He consented
fhile he preached the people gazed and wondered ; not
resent, perhaps, except Bortree, had ever before been
88 of such a scene. The next day he preached morn-
ternoon, and night. After the second service he was
ached by a great rough fellow by the name of Bill
ens, who asked him what he meant by the Methodist Epis-
Church. The answer was given by reading from the
line the General Rules and the articles of faith. Clem-
ith ill-suppressed indications of feeling, remarked that
it was all he would not object to becoming a Meth-
‘himself. The appointment was regularly kept up,
then winter set in the seriousness marked from the
id grown into deep penitence, and there was a repe-
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tition of those scenes of revival which had been witnessed
so many parts of the county. The young preacher co
but observe that these people, who had never beheld a
vival, had never even read of one when converted, wept,
joiced, shouted, just as he had seen so many do in his nati
state; and before conference every man and woman, ¢
every child over fourteen-years old in the whole settlem el
had professed religion and joined the Church, with a
exception, and he was a whisky seller. Even this
wife was brought in. The reformation, however, took fr
him his occupation, and cursing the neighborhood into he
he left for parts unknown. Matthew Bortree became a I
preacher, and Bill Clemens a class-leader, and on the §
where Bortree’s house stood now stands, as we are inform
a fine church.”
Frye was a large man, had a great voice, and a fiery s0
Mrs. Fanny Cary says: “He was a great preacher, an
great exhorter. He would pray, and sing, and get hs v
and the people would hang around him. Great revivals
lowed him.” 1
Father Harris says when Frye first came on to thel
cuit, he was much tried with shouting and jumping ; b
a certain occasion, in his old log house, he saw him
happy and jump so high that his head came into conf
with a shelf nailed under the beams. Of course he said
more against shouting and jumping. He further says
some of the lawyers of Wilkesbarre said he was a fog
be a Methodist preacher, as he was fit for a statesmal
any other professional character. As Mr. Frye was a¥
stout man, when he came on the circuit rumor said
«if the rowdies did not take care he would take them by
neck and throw them out doors;” to which they
that «if he did not take care he would get fried.” |
_course, however, was very conciliatory, and *he secured
respect of all classes. !
Mrs. Garland, daughter of Jacob Tukesbury, now i

in Hopbottom, gives the following account of Mr. T
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ors in that place: “There was quite an accession to the
rch this year. Frye was as rough as a meat-ax. From
commencement, the meetings had been held in my
er’s kitchen. My grandfather at first was a persecutor,
‘mother had been a Presbyterian, and when she prayed it
§in a low tone of voice. My grandfather would often
to her, when in prayer: ¢ Pray louder, I want to hear
On one occasion when Frye was preaching, grand-
jer began to weep. Mother asked Frye, after preaching,
let him come into class-meeting. Frye had not noticed
evidence of deep emotion in grandfather, and he answered
‘very roughly : ¢ You know he is an old persecutor, and
a6 do you want him in class-meeting for? ‘I believe,
d my mother, ‘he is under conviction, for I saw him
ep. 40, replied Frye, ‘I wish your charity bag was
1mte so large.” My mother, nothing daunted, brought
'old gentleman in, broken-hearted, and weeping like a
|d. Mrs. Saunders had never before professed religion.
when she saw mother leading grandfather into class-
eting she started on herself, and as she entered the door
began to shout. All seemed to catch the spirit, and
h a shout I never heard from so small a company.
olm Stull, a German, was under conviction, but his
s opposed him.  On a certain occasion there was consid-
ble noise made; he became angry, and said he did not
it to go to heaven in that way. This was a sad point in
history, for he became a contemner of religion and relig-
 people; and many years after, when he was an old
i, he declared he had never had any feeling on the sub-
of religion since that time. Old Mr. Foster Horton,
general, was a fine man, but was occasionally overcome
) drink. When he got over. it he would confess, and
mise amendment. On one of these occasions old Mr.
, said he had got Horton off into the devil’s church
ge times, but he guessed the Lord would get him after
. Horton finally died happy. .
Nicholas Horton was a class-leader and steward, and he
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was a great stickler for order in worship. Richard Saunders
was a poor, simple young man, having just sense enough
enter into the religious sympathies of the times, but n
enough to know that he could not pray to edification in publi
His prayers were so simple and incoherent that they occasion
ed much merriment among the outsiders.* Nicholas Hortorn
told Richard that he .must not pray any more in meetin
for his praying was so weak and blundering that he tried tk
brethren. Poor Richard laid this deeply at heart, and she:
many tears over it. He knew not how to get along, feelin
it his duty to pray, and wishing not to give offense. H
finally concluded that as God could do all things, he woul
go to him and ask him to learn him how to pray better
When Uncle Bagley was coming to meeting on Sunda
morning he heard a human voice in the woods. The tone
were solemn and plaintive. He stole up near, and found
was Richard. He listened, and heard, often repeated, thes
words : ¢O Jesus, do learn me how to pray! brethren trie
with me, I pray so! O Lord! O Lord! O Lord! do lea
me to pray!” Uncle Bagley came to meeting and told tk
tale, weeping, and they all agreed to let Richard pray
well as he could. The restriction was taken off, much
the comfort of the poor, simple creature, and he went ¢
as usual, probably presuming that God had answere
prayer and taught him to pray. Richard Saunders die
very happy.” 1

After Nicholas Horton Mr. Eaton, who lived in Spring
ville Hollow, six miles distant, was class-leader. Next {
him Jacob Tukesbury occupied the place, which he
tinued to do until Edward Paine came into the place, i
1810.

*We once heard Richard pray. His prayer consisted in broken utte
ances: “OLord! O Lord! OLord! O help! O help! O come! O come
O Lord! O Lord! O Lord!” The close was the one, we were told, whit
he uniformly used: * Forever cend; amen!” When his prayer was th
formally closed he was as happy as a king. He shouted * glory I’ an
bounded like a sporting lamb on the green-sward, overflowing with life an
delightful emotions. :
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a communication from Rev. William Round, we are
formed that Mrs. Polly Potter says she thinks Frye was
¢ first Methodist preacher who preached in Gibson. This
8 during the year now under review, when Frye and
fifith traveled on Wyoming cireuit. Margaret Bennet
| George Williams were the first Methodists in Gibson.
filliams came to the place in 1809, and Mrs, Bennet the
ar before. There was then no class there. Williams joined
6 class at Mount Pleasant, and Mrs. Bennet first joined
e Baptists, and subsequently the Methodists, at Hopbottom.
ey had both been Methodists at the East. These two
s were pillars in the little Church in Gibson when we
veled the Bridgewater circuit in 1819. The first Meth-
ist sermon was preached at the house of a Mr. Brundage,
Baptist, on what is now called the Thomas place, near
lere the church now stands.
The preachers of that period found their way to the peo-
, however deeply buried in the dense forests, without
liting to be invited. They preached and lodged at the
s of Baptists, Presbyterians, and all others who would
give them.
. This year, in the months of June and July, Bishop
bury made a tour through the country, from the Hudson
the Mohawk, on to the lake country, and thence south
m the Susquehanna. Through the whole route he touches
r. Colbert’s old points, and finds many of the same hearts
‘hands open to supply his wants which ministered to
early pioneer. Having reached “ Daniel Dorsey’s,” and
ed in the region round about, he set his face toward
ga. We give here several extracts from his Journal :
“Thursday, July 9. At Kress’s. We set out, dining at
an’s, and came to Catrine, at the head of Seneca Lake,
ty miles ; the swamps, sloughs, ruts, and stumps made
awful moving. We lodged at Baldwin’s tavern.
iday, 10. We directed our route through New Town,

n the east branch of the Susquehanna, [now Elmira, V v
| Chemung, a branch of the Susquehanna, but not « i
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" east branch,”] to Shonemang, [Chemung;] rested a w
" at Jacob Crosse’s, and then passed the narrows of the river
continuing on by Shepherd’s mill to Taylor’s tavern.
was ten o’clock, and I was fearful of driving further in th
dark. y
«Saturday, 11, brought us to the camp-meeting on Squirg
Light's ground. We found it had been in operation twe
days. God is in the camp, and with us. Since the las
Sabbath we have traveled one hundred and twenty mil
and with good roads and even ground we might have mad
three hundred miles in the same time. The heights of th
Susquehanna are stupendous ; the bottom- lands very fertils
but this river runs through a country of unpleasing aspee
morally and physically. Rude, irregular, uncultivated
the ground; wild, ignorant, and wicked are the peopl
They have not been wearied by my labors; except
neighborhood of Lancaster, and by what [ may once hay
done in a visit to Wyoming, they are strangers to them, -
am now on my first journey of toil and suffering throug
Genesee and Tioga. I preached on the camp-ground fro
Matt. xviii, 2. Some sots were a little disorderly, but &
greater part of the congregation were very attentive.
as I was I did not spare myself, my subject, or my hearer
It may be I spoke to one thousand people.
“Sunday, 12. My subject was 2 Cor. v, 20. My cong
gation may have doubled in numbers to-day, and @
were no troublesome drunkards. I feel as if God wou
own this meeting now, and continue to own it many days 4
various families and places. I ordained five worthy m
local preachers, namely, Daniel Wilcox, John B. Huds
Samuel Emmitt, John M’Caine, and Nathaniel Lewis, to
office of deacon. Had I not made this visit these m
might have waited a long time, or taken a long ride to fi
me. In the afternoon, Sabbath, there was an uproar amo
the  people. Some intoxicated young men seated
selves by the women, and refused to move until compell
They fought those men who came to take them away ;
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) the presiding elder interfered they struck at him, and
of the guards also, who was helping by order of the
stables. There were magistrates, such as they were, to
p peace. The Owego gentry fled away, cackling false-
od, like wild geese. One Kemp, chief bully, arrested
‘Owen on Monday morning for the sabbath-breaking,
mkenness, and fighting of this Kemp and his crew. The
siding elder was charged with having struck Kemp, and
i running away. Nor was the poor bishop spared ;
too had been fighting. It was well for him that he
8 not on the ground at the time. I was quiet in my

b o8

R S R

“Monday, 13. We rode to Tioga, and Brother Shipper
e us our dinner. A ride of sixteen miles brought us to
neer’s, where we lodged. Tioga Point, at the junction of
emung and the river, is a pleasant spot.
Tuesday, 14. We came six miles to Judge Gore’s. Here
preached upon John vii, 17. When we set out on
ednesday we found we were obliged to take the carriage
a precipice by hand. The road to the ferry was ;
gh; and behold, the boat was gone, and the bank caved
washed away. A lock upon the wheel, and the assist-
s of a strap, eriabled us to pass the sulkey down by
Major Gaylor, at Wyalusing, lodged us well and
L]
“Thursday, 16. We came eleven miles to breakfast at
rtevant’s; and eleven miles more brought us to Hunt’s
2 After dining at Vosburg’s, free and kind, we went
to Newton Smith’s, ten miles further. I ordained my
t a deacon in his own house.
Priday, 17. To Sutton’s, ten miles; the house neat as
and we were entertained like kings by a king and
n. It was no small consolation to lie down on a clean
v after all we had suffered from dirt and its conse-
ences. Once more I am at Wyoming. We have worried
ough and clambered over one hundred miles of the rough
ds of wild Susquehanna. O the precipitous banks,

NSl L P et (R _ O T _ W8 ¥ O




TF? 1_
17
8
L
E
£
b
i
&
v 3
H:
§
!; ]
i

/' winding narrows, rocks, sideling hills, obstructed paths, '
| fords scarcely fordable, ruts, stumps, and gulleys !

- woods” was the grove by the old Forty Fort church.
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“ Sunday, 19. 1 went to the woods and preached, and o
dained Christian and Thomas Bowman deacons. Before
got through my discourse the rain came on, and I made
brief finish; the people were attentive. In the afternol
the preachers and many of the people went to a barn; the
were showers of rain and thunder while service was perforn
ing. My first visit to Wyoming was in great toil and ‘to lif
purpose. 1 am afraid I shall have no better success now

“ Monday, 20. We set out on a turnpike road, but
dreadful! I came sliding down a dug road precipice, dar
and deep, but safe. About nine o’clock we made Mr. Me
win’s tavern; and here were drink, and smoke, and wag
oners, but we closed with prayer. 'We came along early ¢
Tuesday through the Wind Gap, seventeen miles, to
ler’s and breakfasted.” :

The service in Wyoming, directed by the bishop, is w
remembered by several persons who were present. «TI

was the year that church was built, and the timber w
lying about at the time Bishop Asbury was there.
stand was prepared for the preacher's under the shad
When the bishop kneeled to pray:it began to sprinkle, a
‘Wm. Butler kneeled by his side and held an umbrella ow
him. Before he had finished his sermon sharp lightu
flashed and terrible thunder roared. Many were alarm
and fled, but the good bishop was calm as a summer eve
ing. A little girl who was brought by her mother to he
the bishop was frightened by the thunder and lightning
observing the calmness of the good man, she thought “if;
religion that makes him so fearless amid the storm.” I
impressions which she received on that occasion never
her until she found the Saviour. That little girl is now
lady far down the vale of years, but still lives to tell t
story of that interesting day.

The bishop’s description of the roads would be no e
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on if it had been written a dozen years afterward
en we came down from the north to Wyoming. As to
2 complaints which are made by Mr. Colbert and Bishop
bury of the domestic habits of the people with respect to
mforts, cleanliness, and the like, let it be understood that
e complaints came from two bachelors, who could
arcely appreciate the difficulties in the way of keeping
an among burnt logs and stumps, and especially of keep-
a large group of children in a perfectly tidy condition.
Che poor mothers who raise numerous families in the
ods, among smoldering log-heaps and burning brush, are
itled to a little consideration. We plead for the early
flers, and must modestly protest against the too summary
ndemnation of our worthy fathers and mothers, because

asionally they were not able to keep the rich and adhe-

8 soil always, and all of it, under the soles of their feet.

ey had not relapsed into barbarism, although  dirt and
ifs consequences” were often inconveniently present in

ir log-cabins. 'We speak from personal knowledge, and

ke this defense in downright good faith, albeit we used

have our senses shocked occasionally with certain un-

mly things of which such great complaint is often heard

iing down from the olden times.

lhe bishop seems to have no adequate idea of the im-

e of his first visit to Wyoming. He wrongly

lges that it was “ to little purpose.” We. have already

that the plans which he conceived on the ground, in

13, resulted in a great awakening, and that the fruits of
labors of that great man, Valentine Cook, whom he

i for from Wyoming, were both abundant and perma-

t. It is well, perhaps, that we do not always know

‘much we are doing.

his year Gideon Draper and William Butler are the

ichers upon Wyoming circuit. This was the first year

utler’s itinerancy. He was a devoted young man, and,

one who remembers him well says, “ he preached only

ave souls, and was much beloved.”
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~ is now Salem, Wayne county. e was in his mill; it
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The meeting-house at Forty Fort was so far completed
year as to be occupied for divine service, and it was
ranged that the Methodists and Presbyterians should oe
it alternately. There was a great revival in the ci
which resulted in the addition of one hundred members,

CANAAN CIRCUIT FORMED.

Before Bishop Asbury left Wyoming he directed Gid
Draper to spend his time, for the remainder of the i
on what was subsequently called Canaan cireuit, but W
was then called “the Mission.” Mr. Draper immedia
crossed Cobb’s Mountain and entered upon his w
Daniel Hitt, who traveled this year with Bishop Asbu
left the bishop at Kingston, and passed on with Mr. Dra
through the swamp toward New York.* 4

Mr. Draper first called at Major Woodbridge’s, in w

a log mill; and when Mr. Draper opened to him his bi
ness the major was somewhat reserved, but treated
with becoming courtesy. Mr. D. proposed to preach
next Sabbath, and the major did not object. He inv
Mz, Draper to partake of the hospitalities of his house,
said nothing about his having a regular appointment in
place until after the Sabbath, when he heard him pre
three times. The people flocked out to hear the miss
ary, and gave great attention to the word. Indeed, at
very first there were evident indications of a divine in
ence at work upon the hearts of the people. E

Major Woodbridge was a Presbyterian of many ye
standing, although in no wise bigoted. He was a man
intelligence, of character, and of influence. He was a li
slow to pledge himself for the support of the new sect,
he lent an ear, and proceeded as he saw the light. Ha
heard Mr. Draper, and seen the interest which was ai
ened among the people, he had no doubt but that God

*The account of Mr. Draper’s labors on the mission were
from him at his house in Clifton, New York, November, 1859.
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he movement, and he promised him his most cordial
. Heinvited Mr. Draper to establish regular preach-
at his house, and gave him every facility in his work.

{e gave him a letter of introduetion to Squire Chapman,
Pawpack, and caused an appointment to be sent on in
ance. On his way Mr. Draper preached in the Irish
ement, in Newfoundland, now Sterling. Here was set-
‘a number of Irish Methodist families which had been
ned into a class under Frye and Griffith.

As Mr. Draper proceeded from the Irish settlement to
ire Chapman’s he overtook two young men ; one of them
quite talkative, and finally said he was going to Squire
ipman’s to hear one Draper preach. He had heard that
aper had raised the devil at Woodbridge’s, but he did not
ieve he could do anything at Chapman’s. He was going
jear what the fellow had to say for himself. Well, said
. Draper, I am going there too, and we will go in com-
iy and see how he makes out. The fellow was completely
own from his guard by Mr. Draper’s manner. They
ked on like old cronies, the young man not failing in
y way to show his contempt for the Methodists and his
vect for the stranger, who, although he had the appear-
e of a gentleman, was as sociable and as good a fellow
gould be scared up anywhere in the woods. 5

Phey came within sight of the house where the Methodist
sting was to be held, and there were horses tied to the
e, and people standing around the house, everything, in-
d, indicating a large gathering. Mr. Draper’s new friend
isted on taking charge of his horse, and followed him into
‘house, and seated himself near by him. The people
e talking about the preacher, and doubting whether he
uld come. Mr. Draper was seated near a rough partition,
heard Mrs. Chapman, from the other side, express regret
her hushand that the appointment had been given out.
When the time arrived Mr. Draper arose, taking his hymn
k and small Bible from his pocket, and remarked that
‘ "pposed it was time to begin the meeting. Everybody
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was surprised, but no one so much as the young man
had unwittingly taken the preacher under his patronag
The congregation was quiet and respectful at first, but beft
the discourse was concluded many wept, and a unives
interest was excited.
At the conclusion of the service Mr. Draper mformed'
people that he was a missionary, and if any of them wis
to have their children baptized he would attend to it at the
houses the next day. Accordingly, the day followmg'
went from house to house, teaching and baptizing. 1
parents wept, the children stared, a.nd some of them y
badly frightened. v
Squire Chapman gladly consented to the proposition |
another appointment, and gave Mr. Draper letters of ints
duction to his friends. ]
Mr. Draper appointed a love-feast to be held in Maj
Woodbridge’s barn. They admitted all who wished
come in, and the barn was full. There were only three:
four to speak, but they spoke over and over. Major Wo
bridge, his wife, and a Dutch woman, were all that Mr. ]
had to help him. The Dutch woman became boistera
and the major was a little alarmed, and came to Mr. D. g
asked him if that would not do harm. Mr. D. told him
rather thought not, and his friend seemed content. 4
Many were awakened, and the meeting continued u
late at night. An old raftsman, seventy years of age, W
awakened and converted. Mr. D. told the major to t
the names of all who wished to join the society, and he mi
lead the meetings. Twenty-two persons gave him ¢
names, and he was regularly installed as a class-leader
the Methodist Church almost before he was aware of if.
A revival followed the first meeting at Squire Chapm :
and a class was formed there. The Squire was appoin
leader, and the young fellow whose acquaintance
preacher made by the way, on his first visit, was conw ert
and Mr. D. appointed him assistant leader. 7
Major Woodbridge and Squire Chapman were both pi
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sbyterians, who had long been lamenting the compara-
6 heathenism of the country, and praying for relief.
y wisely judged that Methodism was just the thing for
fimes, and became fully enlisted in its aggressive move-
nents. They were widely known, and with their endorse-
ent Mr. D. everywhere had access to the best families.
. D. next went to the Delaware, bearing a letter of in-
duction to a Dr. Pew, who was a man of means, and had
ilt a stone church for the accommodation of his neighWors
o wished to attend divine service. He was kindly re-
ved, and continued there a week. He crossed the Dela-
eand preached. From this point he sent on an appoint-
nt to Bethany by Sheriff Woodward. Dr. Pew was now.
friend and gave him his influence. It was in the winter
6 he visited Bethany, and sixteen sleigh loads followed
L to the county seat.
At Bethany he found that an old Baptist elder had
med the people against him as “an English spy” and
horse-thief.” A large congregation assembled in the |
thouse to hear him. He referred to the slanderous
rt, and, calling the slanderer by name, wished to know
e were present. Upon being told that he was not there,
ave a satisfactory account of himself, and left another
ntment. The next day he called upon the old elder and
him his choice, either to take back what he had said,
fo sustain a prosecution. e wisely chose the former,
thus the matter ended.
[he intelligence of the conversion to Methodism of Major
odbridge and Squire Chapman, and many other Presby-
ians, had gone back to New England, and a decided ef-
.was set on foot to retake the ground. Missionaries
dispatched to these newly settled regions to teach the
le the orthodox doctrines of the “old standing order,” and
eclaim apostates from Calvinism. Some of these mission.
s were not the men for the work, and their labors had
ther effect than to confirm the converts to Methodism

heir new faith. Mr. D. gives a few illustrations of this:
Rily Methodisma. 15
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Te came to Mount Pleasant, and was met at the do
by the landlady, who knew him, and told that a Presb
terian minister was there. He went in and found the ge
tleman in the midst of a story of converting a Methodi
preacher at Chenango. When Mr. H. had concluded his stoi
Mr. Draper said a few words, at which he took huge offens
and, upon hearing some one address Mr. D. by name,.
added, “Draper? I have heard of him; he is more of
knfve than a fool.” The two missionaries were obliged
sleep in the same bed. Mr. H. was furious, and went
bed in a towering passion. Mr. D. teased him, and he
came so boisterous that some boys, who listened on
outside of the house; reported that he cursed and swore
Draper. ;

In the morning Mr. D. asked Mr. H. where he was goin
«] am going to Squire Chapman’s, he is a Presbyteria
was the answer. Mr. D. rejoined, “I am going there t0
he was once a Presbyterian, but he has joined the Me ho
_ists.” Mr. D.'met the missionary both at Squire Chapm
and Major Woodbridge’s, and the gentleman wholly fai
to bring back any one of the many who had left the Calyi
istic for the Methodist faith. i

Mr. D. met the Rev. Seth Williston* at Oquago.
was a missionary, but a man of an entirely different sta
from Mr. II. He treated Mr. D. with courtesy, but m
fight against his Arminianism. At Oquago Mr. W. war
the people against believing in absolute perfection.”
D. told him he knew of nobody who believed in §
doctrine. 1

They rode together to Hopbottom, where Mr.
preached, and Mr. D. exhorted after him. Under the
hortation some of the Methodists shouted, which seeme
put Mr. W. into a state of great uneasiness, and he trie
escape from the room, but Mr. D. so managed as to )
up the only way out. The next day Mr. W. accused

* The man who had the controversy with Dr. Bangs, which
brought the doctor before the pnblic as an author,
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shutting him in, and compelling him to hear the
hodists bawl. It was done, however, with great good-
ure, and Mr. D. did not deny the charge.

hese collisions were by no means uncommon in those
ly times. They had their evil consequences, and yet
@ not wholly barren of good results. They had the
¢t to draw the lines between truth and error, and to
mote study and investigation. They sharpened the wits
ie old preachers, and compelled them to turn their atten-
Joceasionally to polemics, which, as a general thing, re-
fed in the confirmation of the people in the Methodistic

808. This year Anning Owen leaves the Susquehanna
rict, and James Hérron is appointed in his place. James
y and Henry Monteith are the preachers on Wyoming
iit. Reiley was a fleshy man, a very good preacher, and
I received.* Monteith was agtall man, with very large
s, and a good preacher. Hea!tsually entered the houses
ire he made his visits with the apostolical salutation,
‘eace be on this house.”

. Owen was this year appointed to the Lycommg circuit,
| G. Draper to Canaan.

his year the preachers received each his full allowance
380. There was a “surplus of $16 831 sent on to con-
mce by Brother C. Frye.”

preceding year. We have before us a communication
i Anson Goodrich, of that place, dated March 13, 1857,
ghich we have valuable additional information with re-
to the origin of Methodism in Salem and some other
ges, which we will now give the reader. He says:
] phralm Bidwell and Dorecas his wife came from Connec-
t and settled in this town—then Canaan—in the year
. They were members of the Methodist Episcopal
It was by an invitation from Mr. Bidwell that
r, or the following, that two preachers, Chambers and
j * He died September 28, 1841,




164 EARLY METHODISM.

Polemus, preached several times; the opinion is that th
came from Susquehanna.” They came from Wyomin
Chambers probably in 1801 or 1802, and Polemus in 180
Mr. Goodrich continues :

«T recollect hearing Mr. Owen, Christopher Frye, ar
Alfred Griffith preach in barns, dwelling-houses, and a I
school-house, in fact the only school-house in what is n
Salem. Mr. Owen was presiding elder, and held the fi
quarterly meeting which was ever witnessed by the peo
here, in Major Woodbridge’s barn. The major was
staunch Calvinist, and manifested much opposition to §
fanatics, as they were called, upon their first making th
appearance in the country. 4

“ About this time the Rev. Seth Williston came here &
missionary, and manifested much opposition to the prea
ers’ coming, and the people hearing them. Before therey
a class here Father Owen had a conference meeting,
there were two or threefPresbyterian friends here, ask
them as to the state of their minds. A Mr. Kim
was present, who had previously declared to Father Ow
that he was a disciple of Thomas Paine. Mr. Owen, st
posing that the Lord had reached his heart, asked him 1
state of his mind. e arose and said : ‘I neither fear Gt
man, nor the devil.” ¢God have mercy upon your p
soul,” replied Father Owen; to which Kimbal respond
¢ Amen.” The wretched man lived and died without hoj
but his father experienced religion in 1806 or 1807, in
eighty-sixth year of his age, and connected himself with
Methodist Episcopal Church in Palmyra, and died, at’
age of ninety-two, happy in God.

“The first class was formed in 1807, under Gideon Dra
and William Butler. Major Woodbridge’s prejudices w
removed when he saw evidence that God was in the W
and he connected himself with the Methodist Epise
Church, and was appointed the first class-leader, and ¢
tinued to hold that office until his death, in 1811 or 1§
having been for forty years a member of the Presbyte

/7
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. His children not being Methodists, employed me
't Kingston after the Rev. Mr. Hoyt, to preach his
il sermon. I traveled in the night over Cobb’s mount-
nd returned with him the next day.

the following persons were members of the first class
ed in Salem in 1807 : Theodore Woodbridge, Ephraim
Jorcas Bidwell, Harrls and Ruey Hamhn Rucy Ham-

harine Hamlm, (now Mrs. Lee, of Canaan,) Irena
, Dorcas Miller, Charles and Ann Goodrich, Charles

e Curtis, Gideon and Ann Curtis, Fitch H. Curtis,
am Cobb, Salmon and Sally Jones, Joseph Miller,
am and Ann Dayton, Sanford and Laminta Wright,
iah and Ruth Osgood, Edmund and Rebecca Nichol-
nd Oliver Hamlin, Tive of the above are now living
em ; their ages are from sixty-six to ninety-six. The
der, excepting Mrs. Baldwin and Mrs. Lee, have
t0 their heavenly rest.”

3 old stewards’ book for Canaan circuit, commencing
August 14, 1808, is now before us. Thomas Elliott is
pecognized as one of the preachers on the circuit, and
68 quarterage and traveling expenses. He stands on
linutes this year connected with Tioga circuit. He
robably brought on to help fill up the work, as the
extended over alarge territory, embracing many new
ts at a considerable distance from each other.

t religious interest prevailed this year on North-
dand cireuit, and the meeting-room, in the second story
Bowman’s house, in Brier Creek, became too
for the accommodation of the people, particularly
arterly meeting occasions.  The necessities of the
called for an extraordinary effort on the part of the
fist people to build a church.

he stone church at Brier Creek was erected in 1808
a8 Curran and John Rhodes, late of Milton, deceased,
the preachers on the Northumberland circuit. This
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was the first Methodist Episcopal church building used
the Methodist denomination exclusively anywhere on.
Susquehanna River, between the Wyoming Valley and’
<Sutton Church,* two miles above Williamsport, 1
Lycoming Creek. .

“The stone church at Brier Creek was the rallying p
for the Methodist people from Milton, Lewisburgh, Nor
umberland, Wyoming Valley and the surrounding cour
At quarterly meetings, held at Christian and Thomas B
man’s, before the church was built, people came thirtyd
miles, men and women, on horseback. From Wyom
Valley : Ann Denison, Sarah Brown, Sarah Harvey, (a
ward wife of Rev. George Lane,) Eunice Wakeman, 1
of Mrs. Joseph Wright, a young woman of extraordin
mind and talents.” b

1809. Gideon Draper is presiding elder on the Sust
hanna district this year.} George Lane and Abram Denl
are the preachers on Wyoming circuit. 4

This year the first camp-meeting was held in Luz
county. It was located near the head of W yoming Val
was a large meeting, and attended with great good. ’
Fanny Cary was at the meeting, and says it was as lay
camp-meeting as she has ever attended since. People
there from fifty miles around. { 4

Mrs. Cary also speaks with great animation of a quart
meeting held this year at the meeting-house at Forty I
There was a great crowd present at the meeting on Sa r
Hopbottom, Canaan, and Salem, in Wayne county ;
Walnut, Wyalusing, Huntington, Berwick, Brier Creek,
Northumberland, each contributed its share. It was fa
that accommodations could not be provided for so m
After all had been quartered in the neighborhood that ¢

# The latter went to decay, was inclosed in a field, and finally!
pieces. The small grave-yard marks the spot. i
+ Herron was unpopular, and objections to his continuance were|
to Bishop Asbury by B. Bidlack and W. B. Lacey, and he wass
seded. : y
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Jarius Williams mounted his horse and rode up, singing,
eat spirit and power :
“T'm happy, I'm happy ;: O wondrous account !
My joys are immortal ; I stand on the mount,
I gaze on my treasure and long to be there,
With angels, my kindred, and Jesus my dear.”
he had concluded the verse he said: “I’'ve got a
s that will hold forty, and a heart that will hold a hund-
all who want places follow me!” and as he rode off
ge train followed him. As the company arrived his
b had half a barrel of potpie smoking, which she
goked in a large iron kettle. The potpie, and other
8 on the same scale, supplied the company with a plen-
diner. 'The table was cleared away, and then came on
inging, and praying, and shouting. The sound of that
shioned quarterly prayer-meeting rolled up the side of
 Hill and sent its echo across the river, and was re-echoed
e Wilkesbarre mountain. It was a holy season and
ous triumph. Late in the evening the men went to
ngs in the barn, singing and shouting, and the
en spread down beds on thie floor, and when sufficiently
tom excitement fell asleep. On Sabbath morning the
st was one of the old sort. Speaking, rejoicing,
g and shouting—each occupied a place. The whole
s in a blaze, and great and amazing was the triumph
ppy and entranced multitude. That was one of the
times never to be forgotten.
uld seem, from the records of the old stewards’
a after the quarterly meeting in December, 1809,
se Lane retired from the labors of the circuit; for in
h, 1810, Samuel Carver receives traveling expenses
age for one quarter. The record is in G. Lane’s
riting, and nothing is charged to him. The remnant
g year, from March to July, the time of the first session
g Genesee Conference, Lane’s place was supplied by
Grant, who had been traveling on Northumberland
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This year Canaan circuit is embraced within the Schu
kill district; William Hunter, presiding elder, Anni
Owen and James Quail, preachers. Quail is represente
as “a young man eminent for his piety, and diligent in
ministerial duties.” He died in the Lord, June, 1816.

1810. This year is distinguished by the

ORGANIZATION OF THE GENESEE CONFERENCE.

Bishop Asbury had for some time regarded the weste
part of the state of New York as a promising field
Methodism, and the center of a prospective conferen
From 1796 to 1812 the bishops had “authority to appois
other yearly conferences, if a sufficient number of new ¢
cuits be anywhere found for that purpose.” It was in th
exercise of this discretion that Bishops Asbury and M’Ke
dree had appointed the Genesee Conference. The work hi
so extended in the northern part of Pennsylvania, ti
western part of New York, and in the two provinces 6
Canada, that a new conference, which would make the eight
was now loudly called for. The preachers were obliged
go from the shores of Lake Erie and from Canada f
Philadelphia, on horseback, to conference. This conferen
holding its sessions in March or April, the roads were ¢
course nearly impassable, and the preachers were necessari
kept from their circuits for a long time. These circu
stances made it necessary that some relief should be sough
and the means of relief was wisely judged of by the bishop

The measure, however, was severely criticised. It w
censured as harsh: and tyrannical; it being assum
that a handful of men were separated from the citi
and almost from the blessings of civilized society, and t
they would be left to suffer and starve without the mea
of relief. The objectors had very inadequate ideas of
resources of the country covered by the new conference,a
the rapidity with which an intelligent population was crow
ing into it from almost all parts of the world. Our pione
bishop, however, understood the question well,'much bet
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n those who considered themselves competent critics of
proceedings. :
lhe conference assembled in Lyons, in an old storehouse
ely occupied as a corn-barn, belonging to Judge Dorsey,
(the 20th of July. In his Journal the bishop briefly
fes: « Wednesday. 1 arrived this evening at Daniel Dor-
is. Friday. Conference began to-day. Sabbath, 22.
eached at the encampment.  Wednesday. Conference
ed; great order and dispatch in business; stationed sixty-
ee preachers.” : .
The preachers on ' Wyoming circuit are Thomas Wright
| Elijah Metcalf. Mrs. Cary thinks Wright left before
iyear expired; and Father Bidlack took his place. By
we can learn, Wright made but a feeble impression.
@ have no record of this year after the session of the
esee Conference in the old stewards’ book, and a hiatus
four years occurs in the records of the circuit between
old book and the one which follows it.
the preachers this year on Canaan circuit are George
rmon and Samuel Thompson. In an interview with our
erable friend Harmon, at his own house in Camillus,
November 29, 1859, we received from him the fol-
ing particulars in relation to Canaan circuit, and his
ors in that field during the conference year of 1810 :
the turnpike from the Great Bend to Newburgh was
1 in process of construction. The preachers on Canaan
if then crossed the Delaware, and preached at Cochec-
 Cross’s, Hurd’s Settlement, or White Lake, Liberty, and
makating Hollow, at Smith’s; crossed the Shawangunk
mtain, and preached at Higgins's and at Squire Stod-
d's; recrossed the mountain, and preached at Carpenter’s
nt. These appointments required the preachers to
el extensively over Sullivan and Orange counties in the
e of New York.
t Carpenter’s Point, now Port Jervis, Mr. Harmon
sed the Delaware and visited Milford. On his first
6 to that place he inquired for “the most respectable
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family in town.” He was directed to a particular hous
to which he proceeded and introduced himself. He ¥
politely received and invited to preach there. A good et
gregation assembled. At the close of his discourse M
Harmon informed the people that he should pass throu
the place once in four weeks, and if they wished it he woul
preach for them on one condition, and that was that the
would provide him with respectable lodgings and keep
horse. The condition was accepted, and the contract close
He preached there through the year, but after a while f
people so far deviated from the bargain as to take up a e
lection for him. On the old stewards’ book the pla
stands credited with $2 25 at the final settlement, June I
1811.
Mr. Harmon formed a class at Cherry Ridge; he was
vited by the wife ‘of Dr. Collins to go home with her 2
put up at her house. When Dr. Collins came ho
Mrs. Collins said to him: “I have invited Mr. Harmon
put up with us, and I hope you will not insult him.”
To which the doctor' dryly responded: “ When the ki
is absent the queen makes the laws.” :
“ Well, then,” said Mr. Harmon, “I hope the king %
not abrogate what the queen has done in this case.”
“ No, indeed, sir,” answered the doctor.
Mr. Harmon preached at Cherry Ridge, in the presence
a Presbyterian missionary, on the text, “ Be watchful,
strengthen the things which remain, that are ready.
die.”
The gentleman thought that the drift of the discourse y
against the doctrine of the infallible perseverance of
saints. Upon being invited by Mr. Harmon to speak
arose, and proceeded to remark that grace in the soul
compared to leaven in meal, and leaven is a new principle
dependent of the meal. When he had finished his ana
ical argument, Mr. Harmon arose and addressed an
lady who was present thus : “ Mother, can you make le
without meal ?”
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ell, mother,” Mr. Harmon proceeded, what becomes
our bread when it is made ?”

‘We eat it when it is good,” she answered; “but when
§ sour or becomes moldy we give it to the hogs.”

he missionary did not undertake to mend up his figure.

fr. Harmon formed a class at Bethany, and appointed
eph Miller leader. He was sheriff of the county, and a
in of respectability. Before he left the place Mr. Har-
was informed that the Baptists had sent for an elder,
| intended to break up the class. He sent a local
cher to fill his appointments, and remained a week.
8 elder did not come, but left Mr. Harmon to himself,
he had a fine revival, and received into the society a
ber more.

\[r. Harmon formed a class at the mouth of the Lacka-
; most of the persons were of the name of Barnes.
so formed a class at Kent’s Settlement, four or five
s west of Belmont.

Phe preachers of the circuit each received $49 98 and
r traveling expenses.

et the present race of preachers survey the territory,
ik of the roads as they then were, and of the accommoda-
ns, and look at the scanty pittance which the preachers
ived, and ask themselves if the contrast presents no oc-
on for gratitude and contentment. Here is embraced
y whole of the present Honesdale district, consisting of
enteen charges, besides portions of Wyoming, Wyalu-
g, and Binghamton districts, and a portion of New
k and New Jersey Conferences. This is the extent of
an circuit in 1810. The roads cannot be conceived of
f. We know what they were ten years later; and then,
Sorrows of Werter! mud! rocks! stumps and roots!
e bridges and no bridges! To travel these roads in hun-
, cold, nakedness, and weariness, and often to lodge in
en cabins, among dirt and insects, and receive almost
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_ fifty dollars in the course of the year. This was the iti
ancy in 1810 in the Genesee Conference. ‘
An old slander, often uttered within the period of @
recollection, was, that the Methodist preachers were a po
lazy set of men, going about and getting their living out
the people rather than to work and earn it.  This ma
cious falsehood was refuted by the labors and sacrifices of
brave and selfdenying old preachers every day and ev
hour. Follow these men around their large circuits;:
with them, sleep with them, preach with them, pray §
them, suffer with them, and weep with them, and " then
if in a worldly point of view their lot is an enviable one
They had their enjoyments, but they were not such:
earth affords. They were of a higher origin; they weref
joys of the heavenly communion; the joys of hope, of fai
of charity ; of being “poor, yet making many rich;” of “h
ing nothing, yet possessing all things.” A noble
men were our fathers; may their zeal and sacrificing spi
never die out of the Church! We of the present gene
tion, cannot suffer as they did; but we can emulate th
zeal and devotion to the cause of God, and the best inf
ests of humanity. These elements of ministerial charat
are to-day as necessary as in the days of old.




