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P R E F A C E .

Methodism is one of the great facts of modem civilization, and 
its vital elements are brought out in its practical results, and 
particularly in the examples of its actors, great and small. The 
history of Methodism in one age or place is its history in all ages 
and places, with the exception of the slight variation which is 
effected by time.

New facts, or old ones revived, may increase the vividness of the 
impression, or vary the lights and shades of the picture, but they 
create nothing, change nothing essential to the system. They 
are media through which the system may he studied, and are 
only valuable as they make the principles which they represent 
more tangible and practical.

It is a benefit to the world to  wrest facts from oblivion, and give 
them a permanent record, if the facts give force to great prin­
ciples, and if they are so set forth and clothed as to facilitate 
their study. The merit of a historian consists in diligence in 
the collection of facts, and in the judgment with which they are 
painted and arranged. The picture must be both truthful and 
captivating; without the first quality a false impression is made, 
and without the second no impression at all.

In the present work the object has been to rescue from oblivion 
important facts relating to a distinct period and a particular 
locality, but which have a significance in relation to the char­
acter of a great system of principles and instrumentalities. 
Every new fact, and every new variety of facts, gives increased 
vigor and completeness to the system, and helps the impression. 
In an effort to aid this result the w riter has labored w ith a dili­
gence which a profound conviction of its importance is calculated 
to inspire. He loves the institutions of Methodism, and has been 
led to the conclusion that their study in their original freshness 
is important to this age.
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There may he seen in early Methodism some adventitions cir- ■ 
cumstanoes which have passed away, and which ought not to  he 1 
revived; hut, at the same time, there are vital elements of the 
system, which are essential to its identity and efficiency, which 
are seen to great advantage in the history of our fathers. The 
thorough study of its early developments and struggles may j 
greatly aid us in preserving it in  its integrity and purity.

The author frankly confesses tha t he has an admiration of 
prim itive Methodism, both in Europe and America, and especially 
as it existed in the interior, in the backwoods among the pio­
neers of the country, and as maintained by the old pioneer 
preachers. To him there is a charm about it  superior to ro­
mance. The moral sublimity of the scenes which transpired 
in those good old times transcends in stirring interest the highest 
flights of the imagination in its fictitious creations.

The real importance of early Methodism arises from the fact 
th a t it was the dawning of a glorious day, the beginning of a 
great work of God, the opening of a portion of the divine plan 
for the renovation and salvation of the world. Viewed in this 
tight, the author has found his inspiration in his theme. The 
labor has been severe but pleasant, and the results which he has 
reached are far more satisfactory to his own mind than was an­
ticipated at the commencement.

The process of constructing original history is synthetical, 
that of collecting facts or fragments, and, by a philosophical 
method, uniting them in one harmonious whqje. The diligence 
necessary in collecting the facts, the study in understanding them, 
and the practical wisdom in construing them, constitute the real 
difficulty in the way of success.

Whether the present volume is a success or a failure the author 
now leaves to the judgment of an enlightened public. He has 
received im portant aid from a large number of friends, and to 
these he tenders his most cordial thanks. They are too numerous 
to be named, and he would not be invidious by naming some 
and neglecting others equally worthy of mention. He has in­
tended to give due credit for whatever has been contributed to the 
volume by others, and whatever he has copied.

W ith this explanation the volume is sent forth, w ith the fer­
vent prayer that the blessings of God may attend it and crown 
i t  w ith success. Gbokge Peck,

SoBANTON, P a .,  March 27,1860.
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E A R L Y  M E T H O D I S M .

B O O K  I
SOUTHERN DIVISION OF THE HISTORY, 1788-1810.

CHAPTEK I.

ORIGIN OF METHODISM.

Methodism is the ifame of that form of evangelical relig­
ion which sprung up under the labors of the Wesleys and 
Whitefield during the former part of the eighteenth century.

The first society or class was organized in the year 
1739. This was the commencement of a movement which 
has resulted in a revival of primitive Christianity through­
out Protestant Christendom, and its establishment in many 
pagan countries. Methodism is essentially aggressive, 
and one of the laws of its being is progress. It had its 
origin in the University of Oxford, but the island of Great 
Britain could not long contain its energizing spirit. It 
passed over the Irish Channel, and penetrated the deep gloom 
of that land which for centuries had been stultified by the 
incubus of Romish and High-Church formalism.

Having achieved miracles in England and Ireland, Meth­
odism crossed the Atlantic and commenced its operations 
in America. P hilip E mbury, an Irish local preacher, com­
menced preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ in the city of
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N ew  Y ork in the y ear 1766. A  sm all society w as organ­
ized by  E m bury , and their m eetings w ere held in “ a  rig­
ging' lo f t” in W illiam -street, until John-street Church was 
erected in the y ear 1768.

R obert Strawbridge, another Irish  local preacher, emi­
grated  to A m erica, and opened his m ission as a  preacher o f 
the G ospel in  F rederic  county, M aryland, about the sam e 
tim e tha t E m b u ry  comm enced his labors in  N ew  York. 
F ro m  these tw o points the w ork o f  rev ival spread, east, 
west, north , and south, un til the w hole country  was in  a  
blaze. The doctrines o f sudden conversion, o f  the w itness 
o f  the Spirit, o f a  present, a  free, and a  full salvationi, 
preached w ith  the earnestness o f  conviction, and the pow er 
o f the H o ly  G host sent dow n from  heaven, arrested  the at­
tention o f the slum bering m ultitudes, and aw akened into 
activ ity  the backslidden and lukew arm  Churches. T his act­
iv ity  in  some instances exhibited itse lf in the w ay o f counten­
ance and co-operation, and in  o thers in  the  form  o f alarm  
and deadly hostility . T here was no com prom ise offered; it  
was either subm ission and fealty  to  the cause o f  G od and 
his tru th , o r war, b y  “ the sw ord o f the S p irit,” until the 
las t foe should fall.

The old P u ritan s of' “ the standing order ” in  the E astern  
S tates p ro tested  against the intrusions o f the “ stro lle rs  ” 
upon their “ parishes,” and the H igh-C hurchm en o f  the south 
shook their heads and vociferated, “ Fanatic ism  ! w ild f i re !” 
The dead Churches w ere stirred  up, b u t a t first it  was like the 
ra ttling  o f dead m en’s bones. “ T here  w as a  noise and a 
shaking,” w hile, b y  the in s trum en ta lity  o f  a few pious 
preachers, God was bringing “ bone to  its bone,” and was 
about to  raise  up “ an exceeding g rea t a rm y .” The m ove­
m en t was an earthquake which shook the m ountains and 
broke up old foundations, and a  fire which fused the m asses 
and prepared them  for a  recasting— a transform ation into a 
new  form of sp iritual life. T he instrum entality  w as hum ble, 
b u t the influence which attended it  was m ighty . The sim­
ple tru th , draw n from  the w ord o f God, w ielded in the un-
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Studied eloquence o f sanctified feeling, m ightily  b roke down 
the barriers o f prejudice and m elted hard  hearts. M ulti- 
tndes came together crying out, “ These th a t tu rn  the w orld  
upside down have come hither also .” Sinners w ept and 
prayed, and there was a  g rea t shout o f  trium ph  am ong the 
followers o f the new  light bo th  in city  and in country.

The w ork in  A m erica w as reinforced from  tim e to  tim e, 
by missionaries o f  M r. W esley ’s appointm ent, until the 
Revolutionary w ar disturbed the relations o f the tw o coun­
tries. F rancis A sbu ry  was one o f these m issionaries; and 
although several o f them  returned to  E ngland  upon the 
breaking ou t o f hostilities, he stood a t  his post until the 
fearful struggle was over, and then identified h im self for life 
with the country o f his adoption.

In 1782 the independence o f  the U nited S ta tes w as ac­
knowledged by  the governm ent o f G reat B ritain, and peace 
established betw een the tw o coun tries; and in 1784, a t the 
“Christmas Conference” the “ M ethodist E piscopal Church 
of the U nited S tates ” w as duly  organized. Thom as Coke, 
LL.D., a  p resby te r o f  the Church o f England, received 
from M r. W esley  le tte rs  o f  episcopal authority , and came 
to this country for the purpose o f  m eeting a pressing ne­
cessity o f the M ethodist people, affording them  an ordained 
ministry, who in an orderly  m anner could adm in ister the 
holy sacraments and feed their flocks w ith the b read  o f life. 
For this they had often sent over the ir earnest p rayers to 
Mr. W esley, whom they  regarded, under God, as their
spiritual father.

Mr. W esley  preferred  the episcopal form  o f Church gov­
ernment, but, from  a careful study o f  the fathers and the 
records o f the p rim itive Church, had been led to  abandon 
the idea o f apostolical succession, and to  adopt th a t o f  an 
official episcopacy, constituted b y  the p resb y te ry , o r body 
o f elders. The prim itive bishop he considered as prim us  
inter pares, o r first am ong equals, and no t o f  a separate 
and independent o rder b y  divine righ t. H e  said  he con­
sidered him self “  as scrip tural a  bishop as there w as in  En-

E u l y  MeUiodiam. ^
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gland.” H e  accordingly gave th e  sanction o f his authority , 
so far as it  could go, to  the origination o f an episcopacy for 
the M ethodist societies in  A m erica. D r. Ctoke called a 
conference o f the preachers, D ecem ber 25, 1784, and that 
conference form ally  received him  as their bishop, and elected 
F rancis A sb u ry  as jo in t superintendent. A sbury  main­
tained his rig h t to  the episcopal office upon the following 
grounds ; “  1. D iv ine a u th o r ity ; 2. Seniority  in A m erica ; 
3. The election o f the G eneral Conference; 4. Ordination 
b y  Thom as Coke, W illiam  P h ilip  O tterbien, G erm an P res­
by terian  m inister, R ichard  W hatcoat, Thom as V asey ; 5. The 
signs o f  an  apostle.”

M r. W esley ’s p lan o f Church organization and the action 
o f  the “ C hristm as Conference” gave g rea t satisfaction to 
the M ethodist people throughout the country, a lbeit they 
gave huge offense to  H igh-Churchm en both in  England 
and A m erica. U nder the new regim en the w ord o f God 
m ightily  grew  and prevailed, and m any o f the saved were 
added to  the Church. I t  had now been eighteen years since 
P h ilip  E m b u ry  first comm enced preaching in  N ew  York, 
and “ the num bers in society ” are  set down a t  83 preachers 
and 14,988 m em bers.

The economy and discipline o f M ethodism  had come 
into being upon w hat, b y  ecclesiastical w riters, is called 
“ the exigency o f  necessity,” b u t had already  grow n into a 
system . The fundam ental principle o f  this system  is an 
itinerant m inistry. I t  is from  th is standpoint only that 
the ecclesiastical po lity  o f  -M ethodism can be seen to 
advantage, o r its  consistency, sym m etry , and efficiency 
be p roperly  appreciated. Follow ing ou t this plan, the 
M ethodist pi’eachers spread them selves over the country- -  
entering every open door, penetrating  the forests, and trav ­
ersing the frontier se ttlem en ts— carrying the G ospel o f  sil- 
vation to  every ham let, until nearly  every  nook and corr.er 
had  been penetrated  by  the ligh t o f  salvation.

T he tw o points from  which the light o f M ethodism  radi­
a ted  w ere in the neighborhoods o f  the H udson  and of the
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Chesapeake; b u t the ray s soon m e t and com m ingled on the 
banks of the D elaw are, the Susquehanna, the M ohawk, the 
St. Lawrence, and the northern  lakes. A bou t four years 
after the organization of the M ethodist Episcopal Church a  
ray of the new ligh t fell into the W yom ing  V alley, and 
kindled up a  flame there which still burns, and we tru s t  
will continue to  blaze higher and higher until the glorious 
millennium. The particu lars o f  the w ork in W yom ing  will 
be the next thing in order.

CHAPTEE II.

W YOM ING.
\

T he W yom ing  V alley  being a principal po in t whence the 
Methodist m ovem ent em anated which spread over north­
ern Pennsylvania and w estern N ew  Y ork, i t  m ay  be p roper 
to devote som e attention  to  this celebrated locality p rio r to  
a delineation o f  the origin and progress o f M ethodism  
throughout those regions.

Wyoming is a  corruption o f Matighwauwame. The 
name is composed o f  maugkwau large, and  wame plains,

■THE lAROB PLAINS.*
This nam e w as doubtless originally  applied exclusively 

to the valley which lies on the Susquehanna, in  the county 
of Luzerne, sta te  o f P ennsylvania. This is a  beautiful 
vale lying northeast and southw est, about tw enty-one m il^s 
by three. In history, how ever, the nam e is used for a far 
more extended te rrito ry , included in a tra c t gran ted  b y  the 
crown of G reat B ritain  to  a  Connecticut com pany, and  b y  
them purchased from  the Indians.

^Vyoming was once a favorite haunt o f  the aboriginal 
inhabitants, b u t had come to  be  regarded  as a distan t and 

I  w * See 'Wyoming: its History, stirring Incidents, and romantic Adven­
tures, by the author, pp. 9,10.
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secluded region, not being near the great towns and head­
quarters of the Iroquois, or the Six Confederated Nations, 
by whom it was claimed.

The Delawares, having fallen to the condition of a subor­
dinate tribe, were ordered to leave the country on the Dela­
ware and take possession' of Wyoming, where they were 
found when the whites first visited the country.

COUNT ZINZENDORF VISITS WYOMING.

C ount Z inzendorf visited W yom ing  in 1742, and is sup­
posed to have been the firs t w hite m an who set foot upon 
this secluded spot. I t  is situated fifty m iles beyond the 
site  o f  Bethlehem , the M oravian town, which is now  of 
world-wide renown, b u t was then ju s t commenced. The w ay 
to  i t  lay  across the B lue M ountains and through a trackless 
w ilderness. The enterprise was a m ost hazardous one ; bu t 
m issionary zeal was adequate to  the undertaking. A ll th a t 
the M oravian m issionaries as y e t knew o f  W yom ing  was 
w hat they  learned from  friendly Indians, and the sum  o f  the 
whole m a tte r  was, th a t it  was inhabited b y  a tr ib e  o f pagan 
Indians, who w ere banished from  the g rea t w orld to  a 
sm all b u t beautiful vale upon the Susquehanna, w here they 
lived in the practice o f  their b lind  superstitions. The 
count had crossed the ocean to  preach the G ospel to  the 
poor Indians, and no labor o r danger was sufficient to tu rn  
him  aside from  his purpose. H e  applied to  Conrad W eiser, 
a  celebrated Indian agent and in terpre ter, to  accom pany him 
as a guide. W eiser was too m uch engaged to  allow him to 
com ply w ith the count’s request, b u t furnished him w ith le t­
ters to  a m issionary b y  the nam e o f  M ack, who, together w ith 
his wife, .who could speak the language o f  the D elaw ares, 
proceeded im m ediately w ith him  upon his perilous m ission.

The Indians w ere much a larm ed on the arriva l o f the 
strangers, wffio pitched the ir ten ts on the bank o f  th e  fiver, 
a  little  below  their town. The purpose o f the v is it being 
m ade  known, the chiefs assem bled in  council to  take the 
subject into consideration. T hey  w ere no t ab le  to  Tinder-
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stand how it was tha t a  m an should cross the g rea t w ater, 
and make a journey over the m ountains in to  the w ilderness, 
merely to in struct the D elaw ares, and th a t he should do 
all this w ithout compensation. W ith  them  the m ore  p rob ­
able solution of the enterprise w as a  schem e for th e  con­
quest of the Indians and the possession o f the ir lands. I t  
was consequently gravely  determ ined to  assassinate the 
party, and to  do i t  privately , le s t the know ledge o f  the 
transaction should bring  on them  the vengeance o f the 
English, who w ere settling the country  b e low  th e  m ount- 
ains.

Zinzendorf w as alone in  his tent, seated upon a bundle  
of dry weeds, engaged in  w riting, when the assassins ap ­
proached to  execute the ir bloody comm ission. I t  was 
night, and the cool a ir  o f Septem ber had rendered a  sm all 
fire necessary to  his com fort. A  b lanket hung upon pins 
was the only guard to  the entrance o f his tent. The w arm th 
of his fire had  b rough t ou t a  large rattlesnake, which lay  
in the weeds, and to  enjoy its  influence the rep tile  had 
crawled through the ten t and passed over one o f the count’s 
legs unobserved. A t this rtiom ent the Indians stealth ily  ap­
proached the tent, and peeping in a t  a  slight opening o f the 
curtain, saw the venerable m an, too deeply engaged in  
thought to  notice their approach, o r the venom ous rep tile  
which lay before him . T he savages w ere filled w ith  amaze­
ment, and hastily  re turn ing  to  the town, they  inform ed th e ir 
companions tha t the Oreat S p ir it p ro tected  the w hite m an, 
for they had found him  w ith no door b u t a b lanket, and 
had seen a large ra ttlesnake craw l over his legs w ithout 
attempting to injure him. This circum stance, together w ith 
the influence o f Conrad W ieser, who soon cam e on in  p e r­
son to the count’s aid, had g rea t influence w ith the Indians, 
and probably had no inconsiderable hand dn inducing m any 
o f them afterw ard to  em brace C hristianity . T he count, 
after having spent tw enty days a t W yom ing , re tu rned  tb  
Bethlehem.
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MORAVIAN MISSIONS AMONO THE DELAWARES.

The M oravians m ade considerable efforts to  b rin g  the 
Indians o f  W yom ing  under the influence o f the Gospel. 
T here w ere large num bers o f  D elaw ares in  the valley, 
their principal tow n being situated no t far below the site 
now occupied b y  the borough o f  W ilkesbarre . Some 
hundreds o f these native children o f  the forest received 
the rite  o f  baptism , and exhibited the fru it o f a  change 
o f  heart. A t W yalusing , a  num ber o f C hristian Indians had 
united together, w ithout a pastor, for purposes of Christian 
fellowship.

The Rev. D aniel Zeizburger cam e to  their aid, and took 
them  under his pastoral supervision. U nder his direction 
the se ttlem en t soon exhibited signs o f  a  sta te  o f  great 
p rosperity . L ands w ere cleared and fenced, and homes 
arose for the poor scattered  people. G rain, cattle, horses, 
and p o u ltry  w ere introduced, and schools opened for the 
education o f the children. A  church was erected, and a bell 
sounded from  its tow er to  call the people to  the worship 
o f the living God.*

A t Sheshequin, there was a large settlem ent o f  Indians, 
m any  o f  whom em braced C hristianity  under the labors o f 
R othe, the m issionary, who was a  m ost pious and zealous 
laborer in the cause o f Indian en ligh tenm en t; one o f  a  noble 
band o f  self-sacrificing m en whose labors w ill be rew arded 
a t the resurrection o f  the ju st.

F o r  six years the congregations a t W y alusing  and Sheshe­
quin continued to  enjoy peace and prosperity , b u t causes 
finally com bined to  render the ir circum stances unhappy. 
The Six N ations had sold the ir lands to  the Connecticut 
people. W h ite  m en persisted in  tem pting them  w ith  sp ir­
ituous liquors, and the D elaw ares on the Ohio w ere anxious

•T h is town was situated below the mouth of Wyalusing Creek, in the 
neighborhood of what is called Brown Town. Their burying place w as 
on the bank of the river, and as the bank was carried away by the 
stream, the bones of the dead could be seen not many years since.
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that they should em igrate and jo in  them . H ence, a fter 
deliberate consultation -with Zeizhurger and H eckw alder a t  
Wyalusing in 1770, the final decision to  rem ove w as 
adopted, and the succeeding year about tw o hundred and 
fifty Indians, in tw o  parties, se t ou t for Ohio. O ne p arty , 
chiefly consisting o f men, w ith-eighty  oxen and o ther stock 
in proportion, w ent through the w ilderness, suffering g rea t 
privations and hardships. A nother p a rty , w ith  the w om en 
and children, descended the river in  canoes, spen t a  day  a t 
Wyoming, shed a  te a r over the graves o f  theip departed 
fi-iends, and then left their beloved Susquehanna to  re tu rn  
no more forever. T hey w ent to  the W  est to  be  cruelly  
massacred b y  a  band o f wicked and fanatical Indian-killers 
near the close o f the R evolutionary  w ar. The sto ry  of 
their cruel fate is to ld  b y  the historians o f  the country.

The w ar sp irit which took  possession o f  the Indians p u t 
an end to  the w ork  o f religion and civilization am ong thenj, 
and the ground which had been sanctified b y  p ray er and 
praise was subsequently  stained w ith  hum an gore. B ut for 
the war betw een F rance  and England, and th a t betw een 
England and the colonies, the aborigines o f  th is country  
might, w ith com paratively li t t le  labor, have been reclaim ed 
from the habits o f savage life and their heathen supersti­
tions ; b u t being prevailed upon to  take “ the w ar path , ’ 
their conversion was then ou t o f the question, and ever since 
has appeared to  be  alm ost a  forlorn hope. W a r  in  its  
influence upon all classes is degrading and dem oralizing, 
and that i t  should have th is tendency in  its  influence upon 
the savage heart is b y  no m eans strange.

SETTLKMKNT AND BLOODY WARS OF -WTOMINO.

In 1750 the N ew  E ngland people first v isited W yom ing , 
and in 1753 they  sen t ou t a  p a rty  to  m ake a  m ap  o f  the 
country, p reparatory  to  m aking a  settlem ent there. The 
proprietors o f Pennsy lvan ia  also obtained a ro y a l g ran t o f 
the same territo ry , and purchased it  o f  the Indians, -which 
originated conflicting claim s to  the ow nership o f the soil be-
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tween the Connecticut and the Pennsylvania people, each ; 
being supported b y  th e ir respective governm ents. The 
two parties o f im m igrants cam e into stem  collision upon 
the soil, and hence arose “ the P ennam ite  and Yankee w ars.” 
These w ars w ere bloody, dem oralizing, and in all respects 
m ost disastrous. The difficulties betw een th e  tw o classes 
o f se ttle rs  commenced in 1769, and w ere finally term inated 
in  1799, after a  continuance o f  th irty  years.*

In the m ean tim e the w ar broke ou t between the colonies 
and the m other country. The Indians w ere enlisted on the 
side o f  G reat Britain, and m ade the m ost fearful dem onstra­
tions o f  their savage tem per, and the ir barbarous m odes of : 
w arfare upon the frontier settlem ents. W yom ing  drank 
deeply o f  the cup o f vengeance. The famous Indian battle  
on the 8d o f Ju ly , 1778, in  which th ree hundred patrio ts 
m et upon the b a ttle  field nearly  a  thousand B ritish, tories, 
and Indians, under the com m and o f Colonel John  B utler, 
and w ere all, excepting abou t six ty , shot down o r  cruelly  ; 
m assacred in cool blood, nearly  annihilated the settlem ent, i 
On tha t fatal day  widows and orphans w ere m ade in g rea t \ 
num bers, and shrieks and groans and sighs w ere sent up 
to heaven from  the ill-starred valley  like the sound o f  m any 
w aters. The rem nants o f  the settlem ent, consisting m ostly  
o f women and children, attended by  a few old m en and boys, i 
fled to  the w ilderness, and there  som e perished w ith hunger j 
and fatigue in  “ the shades o f  death ;”f  while m any, a lm ost i 
by  a  m iracle, succeeded in  reaching the settlem ents a t  the I 
east, and finally found the ir w ay to  N ew  England. The j 
rem nants o f  m any  of the fam ilies which w ere broken to  
pieces and scattered b y  the unequal and sanguinary conflict 
upon the plains soon re tu rned  to  the ir beloved W yom ing , 
and then becam e perm anen tly  settled. They w ere, how­
ever, constantly harassed b y  bands o f  th e  m erciless sav-

* See ■Wyoming, etc., by the author. ■
f  A dense pine forest in the mountain, about ten miles east of tlw- val­

ley, and so named from the fact that there death released several o f tha 
fugitives from their toils and sorrows on the first night after their flight. i
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' ages, who robbed, killed, and m ade prisoners, as opportunity  
served. Strange scenes m ark  the whole h is to ry  o f  W yo^ 
ming from  the period o f its first settlem ent to the term ina­
tion o f the civil war.

PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY OF WYOMING.

W yom ing was a battle-field, both  betw een the w hites and 
Indians, and the Connecticut and P ennsy lvania  people, be­
cause it  was considered a  prize w orth  contending for. The 
Yankees, who had le ft their rocky hills behind them , and 
found in the w estern w ilderness a so rt o f paradise, w ere 
slow in m aking up the ir m inds to  abandon the fertile  soil 
of THE GREAT PLAIN. Plaving had a  tas te  o f  the wheat, the 
corn, the fish, the w ild gam e, and w ild fru its o f W yom ing , 
they clung to  it  w ith  a  death grasp, and as often as they  
were driven across the eastern  m ountains they  gathered 
strength, and re tu rned  in the face o f the m ost fearful hard­
ships, and even o f  death  itself. Such was the luxuriance o f 
the soil, and such the resources o f  the m ountains and rivers, 
that the hardy  and industrious settlers, after having been 
again and again robbed o f  the ir las t penny, and left w ith 
scarcely rags enough to  cover the ir nakedness, as often, in 
a very short period and w ith a  few b rave struggles, arose 
to a condition o f com petency and com fort.* I t  was no bar­
ren soil for which such contests were waged, and which suf­
fered so m any w asting desolations w ithout being deserted 
by its inhabitants.

W hen the Y ankee pow er in  W yom ing  had becom e too 
strong to be subdued, and the people o f Pennsylvania, by  
a potent public sentim ent, had forced their law -m akers to  
listen to sober counsels, and the greedy land-jobbers to  re ­
lax their grasp, com prom ises w ere enacted which settled  
the disturbed elem ents o f  society, and ushered in  a  period 
of peace and g rea t prosperity ; Industry  w as quickened, 
the country was cleared up, the population w as increased,

* See the “ Stories and Personal Experiences of Mrs. Myers and Mrs. 
Bedford,” Wyoming, etc.-, pp. 133-220.
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and W yom ing  was a beautiful, quiet, prosperous, and happy 
ru ra l district. I t  soon needed a  m arket, and a  turnpike i 
road was constructed across the Pocono to  E aston, on the - 
D elaw are. H ith e r  the farm ers b rough t their w heat, a  dis- j 
tance o f  s ix ty  m iles, in  the sum m er on heavy wagons, and j 
in w in ter on sleds. H e re  they  proeured  their groceries, 
cloths, etc. The riv e r was also a channel o f commerce, b u t , 
its navigation w as difficult and dangerous, and was only at­
tem pted b y  a  few o f  the m o s t hardy  and enterprising ad­
venturers. S till W yom ing  was far aw ay from  the great 
business w orld, nestled  in  the m ountains in  isolation and 
solitude. 1

The sp irit o f  m odern  im provem ent finally b rought about 
a  g reat change in  the condition o f  things. N ow  the N orth 
Branch Canal and the railroads bring  i t  in to  close neigh­
b o rly  associations w ith  N ew  Y ork, Philadelphia, Balti­
m ore, and the G reat W est. The w histle o f the locomotive 
and the thunder o f  the cars have broken  the stillness and 
gloom  o f  the past, and a new  era  has dawned upon this 
beauteous land.

Beneath the surface, a t  unequal depths, in  the valleys of 
W yom ing  and the Lackawanna lies an unbroken basin of 
anthracite coal o f  the finest quality  and m  inexhaustible 
quantity . M any veins o f different thicknesses are  now 
penetrated, and the coal and iron  business gives character ; 
to  the com m erce o f  the country . N ow  all is astir  where 
b u t a few years since all was as still and silen t as the house 
o f  death. A gricu ltu re  is s till a  profitable business h e re ; it 
is, however, b u t a  sm all in terest in com parison w ith th a t of 
the coal and iron. W h ere  the crops which w ere raised by 
the farm ers once sought a  d istan t and cheap m arket, vast 
am ounts o f flour, pork, and beef, from  W estern  N ew  York, 
Michigan, Illinois, and Ohio, a re  now consum ed. W yom ing  
is now and m ust continue to  be a g rea t m ining d is tr ic t; but 
i t  differs from  nearly  a ll the  o ther m ining d is tric ts in  the 
w orld , in th a t it  possesses a  luxurian t soil, and is capable ; 
o f  sustaining a  dense population from  its  own resources.
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CHAPTEE III.
WYOMING, NORTHUM BERLAND, AND TIOGA CIRCUITS,

1788- 1792.

ORIGIN OF METHODISM IN WYOMING.

T he revolutionary sto rm  had blow n over, and its  b ligh t­
ing moral influence w as now to  be encountered b y  the 
Christian m inds o f the country . M orals and religion had 
suffered fearfully everyw here, b u t perhaps now here m ore 
than in W yom ing.

The elements o f which society was to  be constructed, and 
reduced to a  settled  and stable condition in W yom ing , m ay  
well be im agined. The im poverishing and dem oralizing 
effects o f the w ar w ith  G reat B ritain, aggravated b y  the 
employment o f  the savages, who once owned the soil, and 
considered them selves in som e sense as robbed  o f their 
natural birthright, and the still m ore desolating influences 
of a civil war, afforded no very  ffattering prom ises o f  the 
formation o f a m oral and o rderly  cpm m unity. P a rtie s  
were there who had m et in the field o f deadly conflict, and 
in whose bosoms still rank led  the m ost te rrib le  hatred. The 
relics of the a rm y  w ere sprinkled through the com m u n ity ; 
and some of these, bo th  m ale and female, had  im bibed hab­
its which are com m on to  the camp, and w ere n o t likely, 
upon the re tu rn  o f peace, easily to  change their m oral hue. 
Old grudges, and the universal anxiety for the com forts o f  
life and the quiet o f home, now w ould be supposed adverse 
to the im m ediate organization o f the institu tions o f  religion. 
Old Parson Johnson, a  Congregationalist, was in  W ilkes- 
barre, having survived the perils o f the w ars, and there  had 
been occasional religious services held in  different p laces; 
but there vms no general religious m ovem ent in  W yom ing
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until the year 1788, five years after the term ination  o f  the ]  
R evolutionary  war, and ten  years subsequent to the fatal 3d 
o f Ju ly , when the soil was stained w ith the hearts’ blood of 
the little  p a trio t band o f her first settlers. '

In 1784, as we have seen, the M ethodist E piscopal Church 
was duly  organized a t the “ C hristm as Conference.” Meth-  ̂
odism  had been propagated  in M aryland, D elaw are, New 
Y ork, and Pennsylvania. I t had com m enced to  w ork like 
leaven in the meal, and was seen taking roo t in  m any rem ote 
settlem ents and sparse ly  se ttled  d is tric ts  along the Hudson, , 
the D elaw are, and the Susquehanna. A s the enterprising 
w ere crow ding into the fam ous and beautifu l V alley  of 
W yom ing, M ethodism  crossed the m ountains and  com­
m enced its  w ork  in K ingston. H ere  the first M ethodist 
m eetings w ere held, and here it  was th a t M ethodism , as a 
form  o f  C hristianity  and an elem ent o f religious power, 
comm enced its  trium phs in W yom ing .

The com m encem ent o f M ethodism  in W yom ing  was not 
the fru it o f  m issionary labor, o r o f  the regu la r preaching 
o f  an authorized m in istry , b u t o f the etforts o f a  m ere lay­
m an, and he was a hum ble mechanic.

A nnino Owen cam e to W yom ing  from  N ew  England : 
w ith the daring sp irits who em igrated  after the commence- ' 
m en t o f  the R evolutionary  w ar. H e  w as one o f the hand- ! 
ful o f courageous m en who w ere defeated and scattered by 
an overw helm ing force under the com m and o f  Colonel John 
B utler. In the battle  he was b y  the side o f his brother-in-law, 
Benjamin C arpenter. H e  stood the fire o f the enem y, and 
answ ered it, shot a fter shot, in  such quick succession that 
the barre l o f  his gun becam e burn ing  hot. “  M y gun is so 
ho t tha t I cannot hold it,”  exclaim ed the b rave  patrio t 
soldier. “ D o the best you can then,” was the rep ly  o f  his 
friend. A  shot o r tw o m ore, and the day w as lo s t. Owen 
and C arpenter fled to  the river, and secreted them selves 
under cover o f  a  large grape-vine which hung from  the 
branches of a  tree and lay  in the w ater. R oger Searl, a  lad, 
followed them , and the th ree lay  in  safety un til the  darkness
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of the night enabled them  to  gain the fort. They w ere a 
portion of the sm all num ber w ho escaped w ith  their lives 
from the bloody encounter w ithout sw im m ing the river. 
The place of their concealment w as near the m outh  of Shoe­
maker’s Creek. W hile  there fearful sights o f  barbarous 
cruelty in the river above pained their eyes and stung their 
souls to agony. They saw through the leaves W indeoker, 
the tory, tom ahawk Shoem aker and set his body  afloat, 
and the mangled corpse o f the ir friend and neighbor passed 
quietly by them, carried  slow ly down into the eddy by  the 
current.

In the account which M r. Owen often subsequently  gave 
of his escape, he stated  that, when upon the run, he expected 
every moment to  be shot o r tom ahaw ked, and the terrib le  
thought of being sent into etern ity  unprepared filled his soul 
with horror. H e  then resolved if  he should be killed tha t he 
would fall on his face and spend his las t b rea th  in p ray er to 
God for mercy. H e  prayed  as he ran, and when he lay  in 
the water his every brea th  was occupied w ith the silent bu t 
earnest prayer, “ God have m ercy on m y so u l!” T here and 
then it was th a t he gave his heart to  God, and vow ed to  be 
his forever. H e  was spared, and did not, as thousands do, 
forget the vows he m ade in the hour o f his distress.

Mr. Owen re tu rned  to  the E a s t w ith the fugitives, b u t he 
was a changed m an. H e  considered his deliverance from  
death as little  short o f a m iracle, and th a t in it  there  was a 
wise and gracious design, which had reference to  his eternal 
well-being. H e  was now a m an  o f  p rayer, possessed a 
tender conscience, and indulged a trem bling  hope in  Christ.

In this condition M r. O wen becam e acquainted w ith the 
Methodists. T heir earnest and pow erful preaching, and the 
doctrines which they  taught, m et in his heart a  ready  re­
sponse. H e  was o f an ardent tem peram ent, and was never 
in favor o f half-way m easures in anything. H e  soon drank 
in the spirit o f the early  M ethodists, and w as as fu ll o f  en­
thusiasm as any o f them . H is  religious experience becam e 
more deep and thorough, and his evidence o f sins forgiven
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m ore  clear and satisfactory. H e  now  rejoiced greatly  in 
the libe rty  w herew ith C hrist had m ade him  free, and panted 
to  be useful. T he language of his inm ost soul w a s :

“ 0  that the world might taste and see 
The riches of his grace 1 

The arms of love that compass me 
Would all mankind embrace.”

In  this s ta te  o f  m ind M r. Owen re tu rned  to  W yom ing  
and settled  am ong his old com panions in  tribu lation . H e 
was a  b lacksm ith, and  he comm enced, as he supposed, ham ­
m ering ou t his fortune betw een K ingston village and F orty- 
fort, a t  the point w here the highw ay crosses T oby’s Creek. 
There still stands the hum ble fram e house which he built, 
and which his fam ily occupied for m any years.

M r. O wen had no sooner becom e settled in W yom ing 
than he comm enced conversation w ith  his neighbors upon 
the subject o f religion, and began w ith m any tears to  tell 
them  w hat g rea t things G od had done for his soul. H is 
w ords w ere as coals o f fire upon the heads and the hearts of 
those he addressed, and he soon found a  deep sym pathy 
w ith his ideas and feelings was abroad and rap id ly  extend­
ing. H e  appointed prayer-m eetings in his own house. The 
people w ere m elted  down under his p rayers, his exhortar 
tions, and singing. H e  was invited to appoint m eetings at 
o ther places in  the neighborhood, and he listened to  the call. 
A  revival o f  religion broke ou t a t  Ross H ill, about a m ile 
from  his residence, and ju s t across the line which separates 
the tow nships o f  K ingston and P lym outh . G rea t pow er a t  
tended the sim ple, earnest efforts o f the blacksm ith, and 
souls w ere converted to  God. H e  studied the openings of 
Providence, and tried  in  all things to  follow the divine light. 
H e  was regarded by  the young converts as their sp iritual 
father, and to  him  they  looked for advice and com fort.

M r. Owen, now considering h im self providentially  called 
upon to provide, a t least tem porarily , for the sp iritual wants 
o f  his flock, formed them  into a  class. M ost o f the m em bers 
o f the little  band residing in the neighborhood o f R oss H ill,
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that point becam e the center o f operations. T his class w as 
called the Ross H ill class until the  old order o f things passed 
away.

There is still lingering upon the shores o f tim e one m em ­
ber of this class— the first M ethodist class form ed w ithin 
the bounds o f  our te r rito ry — and th a t is M rs. D eborah 
Bedford. This “ m other in  Is ra e l” has ever been a  uni­
form and consistent Christian and an unflinching M ethodist, 
and it is especially fortunate th a t she has been spared to  
leave behind her a  record o f the origin o f M ethodism  in the 
Wyoming V alley. She is one o f the num ber who have 
traveled w ith the Church from  early  youth  to  extrem e old 
age without ever having the slightest sta in  upon her Chris­
tian character, o r exhibiting the least evidence o f backslid­
ing, or even o f wavering, in her C hristian course. She has 
been a m em ber o f  the Church for seventy-two years, and for 
forty-two years o f th is period i t  has been our happiness to  
enjoy her acquaintance and her personal friendship. She is 
now in the full exercise o f  her in tellectual faculties, often 
attends divine sei-vioe, and is pa tien tly  w aiting for her L ord 
to say. I t is enough; come up higher.

Mrs. Bedford says she*joined the class a t  R oss H ill in 
1788, in the fa ll; and she thinks M r. O wen commenced 
meetings and form ed the class in the spring  o f the sam e 
year. The little  band w ere for the tim e well content to  re­
gard as their sp iritual guide the m an  who had first raised 
the standard o f the cross in their m idst, and been the means, 
under God, o f their conversion. H e  had no t been consti­
tuted in the regular w ay either preacher, exhorter, o r class- 

' leader; and y e t he exercised the functions o f a ll these of­
fices, under the sanction o f Providence, and to  the g reat 
satisfaction and edification o f the little  Church in the w ilder­
ness.

Mr. Owen proceeded for a  while under his ex trao rd inary  
commission, b u t finally began to  be seriously  exercised in 
mind upon the subject o f the m inistry .

Benjamin Carpenter, E sq., had becom e a m em ber o f M r.
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O wen’s class, and was laboring under sim ilar im pressions. 
Upon com paring notes, they  concluded to  se ttle  the question < 
by  opening the B ible and following the lead  of the first pas­
sage which presen ted  itself. Squire C arpenter handed the 
B ible to  M r. Owen, and uppn opening it, the  first sentence i 
his eyes fell upon w as: “ W oe is m e If  I  preach no t the j 
G ospel.” S quire  C arpenter said, “ I  cannot.” M r. Owen 
said, “ I w ill.” The thing w ith  him  w as settled, and he 
then began to  m editate upon the m easures necessary to carry 
into effect his resolution. H e  v isited  som e po in t .at the 
E ast, where M ethodism  had a  local habitation  and a name, 
and on returning, a t  a  m eeting o f  his society, he s a id : “ I 
have received a  regu la r license to  preach, and now have full : 
pow er to  proceed in  the w ork .”

Upon an exam ination of the old M inutes, i t  wdll be  seen 
th a t W yom ing  was no t recognized un til 1791— three years 
after the organization o f the first class.

U pon being asked w hat they  did for preaching all this 
tim e, M rs. Bedford answ ered : “ O, F a th e r Owen ham m ered 
aw ay for us, and we did very  well. W e  w ere all happy in i 
God, and w ere no t so very  particu lar.”

This lady  gives the following lisk o f the R oss H ill c la s s ; j 
Aiming Owen and wife, M r. G ray  and wife, A bram  A dam s, 
Stephen B aker and wife, M rs. W ooley , and N ancy W ooley. 
Subsequently cam e in M rs. R u th  P ierce, A lice and H annah 
P ierce, Sam uel C arver and his father, and Joseph  Brown, 
Captain Ebenezer P arish  and wife, and D arius W illiam s and
wife. _ ?

In conversation subsequently  to  giving this list, M rs. , 
Bedford said the P ierce m em bers did no t jo in  until some i 
tim e after she did. F o u r  o r five years m u s t have e lap sed ,, 
as from  other data it  seem s w ell se ttled  th a t A u n t R uth 
P ierce did no t becom e a m em ber o f the class un til 1792.

The account o f  M rs. B edford’s conversion, in her own , 
sim ple and appropriate  language, is as fo llow s: “  I joined 
the class in the sixteenth year o f  m y  age. 1 had been under 
concern o f m ind from M ay, I think, to  Septem ber. I was
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done when I was awakened, and was then keeping house for 
my father a t P ittston ,*  w here he and m y  uncle w ere bu ild ­
ing a forge. I was singing the tw o following lin e s :

‘ 0  may it all my powers engage,
To do my Master’s will.’

The inquiry came hom e to me, ‘ D o  you striv e  to  do your 
Master’s will V I was then flung into the g rea test agony o f 
mind; I walked the floor and w rung  m y  hands, and then 
fell upon m y knees and cried for m e rc y ; b u t I fe lt as if  
there was no m ercy for me. Then I opened the Bible, and 
that condemned me. I continued betw een hope and despair 
for five months. I t  w as on T hursday night, in prayer-m eet­
ing in Kingston, th a t the L ord  set m y  soul a t lib erty . The 
meeting w'as a very  solemn one, and when the la s t p ray er 
was finished m y burden  ro lled  off, and  m y  soul w as filled 
with love, light, and p o w e r; it  seem ed as if* the w alls o f the 
house praised God. T he change was soon discovered in  m y 
countenance. S ister Owen asked m e the sta te  o f  m y  mind, 
and I expressed m y  feelings as well as I could. G lo ry  to 
God for all he did for m y  soul th a t n ig h t! This is m y  ex­
perience as well as I can te ll it .” The pious reader w ill say, 
And that is well enough; no one need te ll a  b e tte r  experience, 
or tell it in m ore appropriate and eloquent language.

Mrs. Bedford gives the following account o f the progress 
of the work. She s a y s : “ W hen  M r. Owen and M r. G ray 
moved in, they, with M r. A dam s, im m ediately  set up prayer- 
meetings and class-meetings, and the L ord  poured ou t his 
Spirit upon us. Saints rejoiced and praised God, and sin­
ners fell on the floor and cried for m ercy, and few w ere able 
to keep their seats. These m eetiiigs w ere held on Sundays, 
Sunday evenings, and T hursday nights. This d is tu rbed  the 
enemy’s camp, and raised persecution against us, and our 
names were cast out as e v il ; bu t the m ore they  persecuted 
us the more the L ord blessed us.

“ The first m inister tha t w as sen t am ong us w as M r.

»The place was near tlie Lackawanna station, on the railroad. 
Early Id«thodiszn. 3
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M ills, the nex t w as M r. L evel. T hey cam e from  New. i 
burgh circuit.

N athaniel B. M ills had the honor o f  being the first 
M ethodist itineran t who found his w ay over the mountains 
into the classic vale o f  W yom ing . In the fall o f 1824, when 
the w rite r w as in  charge o f  the Susquehanna district, this 
veteran  soldier o f  the cross visited W ilkesbarre , on the oc­
casion o f  a  q u a rte rly  m eeting, w ith  the venerable H enry  
Sm ith, who then had charge o f the N orthum berland  district, 
B altim ore Conference. T his was a g rea t tr e a t  to  us all. 
F a th e r  M ills then inform ed us th a t he was the first itinerant 
M ethodist p reacher who visited W yoniing , and, b o th  in 
public and in  private , gave stirring  accounts o f  the incidents 
o f  th a t visit. T his was in  1789, w hen he traveled  New­
burgh  circuit. Jo seph  Lovel traveled  on N ew burgh circuit in 
1790, and he w as the n ex t preacher who visited th e  v a lley ., 
These early  m issions to  W yom ing  w ere no t p ro trac ted  or 
often repeated. O f M r. Lovel M rs. Bedford sa y s ; “ He 
preached b u t a few tim es and then  w ent aw ay.”

A t this period  there  w ere no conference lines. The 
“  elder ” had a  certain num ber o f  circuits in  charge, and 
th e  preachers attended  conference as d irected b y  Bishop 
A sbury . In  1790 “ T hom as M orre ll, elder,” embraced 
w ithin his d is tric t N ew  Y ork, E lizabethtow n, Long Island, 
N ew  Rochelle, and N ew burgh.

The nex t conference held its  session in  N ew  Y ork, May 
26, 1791. A t th a t conference Jam es Cam pbell was ap­
pointed to  W yom ing , and R o b ert Cloud w as elder. His 
d is tric t em braced N ew burgh, W yom ing , N ew  Y ork, New 
Rochelle, and L ong Island. W e  know  litt le  o f  his laborSr 
on the d is tr ic t: one o f  his qua rte rly  m eetings, how ever, is 
recollected.

M rs. Bedford s a y s : “  O ur first q u a rte rly  m eeting waS 
held a t  R oss H ill in  a  b am . I think M r. C loud was ou# 
presiding elder. W e  had a  v e ry  solem n m ee tin g ; the Lord 
w as tru ly  w ith us. The L ord  now  added daily  to  his 
Church. I had been taugh t th a t i t  w as a dreadful thing W



partake of the sacram ent unw orthily . I  cried to  the L ord , 
that if it was m y du ty  to  keep aw ay I m igh t be  enabled to  
do so. I said. Lord, I am  n o t w orthy. The answ er was, Go 
in my name. I stepped from  seat to  seat un til I cam e to  
the last; I then knelt down and partook. I  felt sw eet peace 
and consolation, and w ent hom e rejoicing th a t the L ord  
assisted me to discharge m y  du ty .”

According to  the M inutes, R o b ert C loud w as continued 
in charge o f the sam e d is tric t in 1792. H e  how ever only 
traveled on the d is tric t a  sm all portion  o f the year, and in 
1793 he stands am ong such as w ere “ under a  location 
through bodily weakness or fam ily concerns.”

ORIGIN o r  METHODISM IN NORTHUMBERLAND CIRCUIT.

Northum berland circuit appears on the M inutes in  1791, 
the year in which W yom ing  m akes its  first appearance; 
hut the M ethodist m ovem ent in  W yom ing  commenced 
two years earlier than  in  the valleys below. The following 
account of the inauguration o f  the m ovem ent in N orthum ber­
land is taken from  a “ S um m ary  H is to ry  o f  the M ethodist 
Episcopal Church in the W e s t Branch V alley , b y  A . H . 
M’Henry,” being an appendix to  the “ H is to ry  o f the 
West Branch V alley  o f  the Susquehanna, b y  J .  F . Megin- 
ness.” Mr. M ’H en ry  s a y s : “ A s regards the M ethodist 
Church, the first authentic inform ation o f the ir efforts to  
promote the G ospel in th is region is from  the M inutes o f 
the conference held a t B altim ore, M ay 6, 1791. A  new 
circuit, with others in different p a rts , called N orthum ber­
land, was formed, and tw o preachers appointed, n am e ly : 
Richard P a rro tt and Lewis Browning. The country had 
previously been explored b y  the form er w ithout receiving 
or asking any com pensation for his services or expenses. 
This circuit, from  the tim e o f  its  form ation til! 1806, ex­
tended over the following te r rito ry  : F ro m  W ilkesbarre ,*  
down the valley o f the N o rth  B ranch to  N orthum berland,

•  From Wilkesbarre to Brier Creek the territory belonged to Wyo- 
miiig circuit.

NORTHUMBEKLAND CIRCUIT. 3 5
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through the W e s t Branch, including W h ite  D eer, H o le  Valley, 
and  up the Bald E agle, about four m iles above Millsburgh, 
and the sam e distance up Spring Creek from  Bellefonte to  ̂
P enn ’s V alley , near and south o f  P o tte r ’s F o r t ;  thence by 
the old horse-path to  Bufialo V alley  and N orthum berland.

“ E ach preacher traveled  around  this circuit in four weeks,’ 
preaching every  day, except w here the distance was too 
great, as from  P enn ’s to  Buffalo V alleys, thus supplying 
each appointm ent once in  tw o weeks. D uring  the first part 
o f  the year 1791 there  w as no regu la r preaching place 
from  N orthum berland  to  Lycom ing C reek ; the la tte r was 
a t the house o f  A rad  Sutton. T his house, o r a  p a r t o f it, is 
y e t standing on the east bank o f  the Lycom ing Creek, on 
the m ain road  from  W illiam sp o rt to  Je rsey  Shore, and is 
now owned b y  O liver W atson , E sq ., o f  the form er place. 
A t th is place was form ed the first society above N orthum ­
berland. A fte r  a  lapse o f  sixty-five years, i t  w ould no t be 
expected to  find m any o f  the m em bers o f th a t society liv­
in g ; y e t tw o still survive, nam ely, L etitia  W illiarhs, of 
M ontoursville, aged eighty-two years and one m o n th ; and 
Rebecca Sm ith, o f  Lycom ing tow nship, aged ninety-four 
and a ha lf years. She cam e to  Lycom ing in 1774. Mrs. 
W illiam s did no t jo in  the society till about 1795.

“ The nam es o f  the m em bers o f  the first class a re  given 
entire, as fo llow s: Jam es B ailey, le a d e r ; R hoda Bailey, 
A m ariah Sutton, M artha Sutton, Jo h n  Sutton, D oro thy  Sut­
ton, H arm an  Updegraff, E ric  Updegraff, Susanna Upde- 
graff, H annah Sutton,* Rebecca Sm ith, liv in g ; A lexander 
Sm ith, Ebenezer S till, L etitia  W illiam s, living.

“ Soon after the organization o f  th is class, societies were 
formed a t various o ther po in ts. A t L a rry ’s Creek wasj 
one o f the earliest above, o r perhaps, a t a  y e t earlie r time, 
A ntis’s, on Bald E agle.

“ In the month o f A ugust, 1806, a cam p-m eeting was held* 
on Chillisquaqua Creek, ha lf a  m ile from  the river. This was 
the  first camp-meeting held in  th is section o f the sta te .”

* Died April, 1855, in Indiana, aged ninety-four years and four months.



There was a meeting-house a t  S utton’s, o f  which wo hear  ̂
much in the accounts o f the old preachers. A  log m eeting­
house was a t A n tis’s, w here there  w as a g rea t rev ival o f  
religion in the days o f  G eorge H arm on’s presiding elder­
ship on the Susquehanna district.

In 1792 W illiam  C olbert and Jam es C am pbell stand on 
the hjinutes connected w ith N orthum berland  circuit. Col­
bert has left a  journal o f his travels, to  which we shall m ake 
frequent allusions as we proceed.

Thomas W a re  succeeded E o b e rt Cloud in  charge o f  the 
district. In his published autobiography, M r. W a re  s a y s : “ In  
the spring o f 1792 I was appointed to  S taten  Island, w here I 
labored a short tim e w ith  m uch satisfaction and som e suc­
cess, and then took charge of the Susquehanna district.”

Previous to M r. C am pbell’s coming to  W yom ing  circuit 
the work of G od  had spread extensively through the valley.
It had run from B oss H ill to  the upper p a rt o f -Kingston, 
had gone down to  P lym outh , and had extended across the 
river to H anover and N ew port.

Mrs. Bedford was the daughter o f  Jam es Sutton, E sq ., 
and he had rem oved to  P itts to n , and in connection w ith  his 
6ther-in-law, D r. W . H ooker Sm ith, had erected a  forge. 
Mrs. Bedford says : “  M r. Cam pbell preached a t m y  father’s 
once in two w eeks; m y  m other, m yself, and tw o o f  the 
workmen were all th a t w ere in the class. I t  was like 
preaching to  the walls. P itts to n  was, a t th a t tim e, a  very  
hardened place, and g reat prejudice w as raised against us.”

In 1791, the year M r. C am pbell took charge o f  W yom ing  
circuit, one hundred members a re  reported , and, as near as 
can be ascertained, fifty o f those belonged to  the Ross H ill 
class. Such was the success o f  the b lacksm ith  preacher, 
and the earnest m en and w om en who cam e up  to his help, 
during the first three years o f  their labors w ithout regu la r 
pastoral supervision.

In 1792 W illiam  H ardesty  stands connected w ith  W y o ­
ming circuit, bu t we can find no traces o f  his Labors, and 
survivors do not recollect him . I t is p robab le  he never

NORTHUMBERLAND CIRCUIT. 3 7
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came to the circuit. M rs. Bedford says: “ A nthony Turck 
followed M r. C am pbell.” M r. T urck  was adm itted  on trial 
the following year, and it  is p robab le  he w as em ployed this 
year b y  the elder.

CHAPTEK IV. 1
WYOMING, TIOGA, AND SENECA CIECUITS, 1792-1800.

ORIGIN OF METHODISM IN TIOGA.

A bou t th is period a  cu rren t o f  em igration m oved north -, 
w ard, and several M ethodist fam ilies from  W yom ing , and 
further south, settled  in  the T ioga country. These sheep 
scattered through the w ilderness, called for th e  aid and 
supervision o f  regu lar pasto rs. These em igrations led to 
the organization o f T ioga circuit.

A t Tioga was once the residence o f “ Queen E sth e r .” Here 
she bore  rule, and here she celebrated idolatrous rites. Her 
dum b gods w ere here found am ong the ashes o f  her temple, 
which was consum ed b y  fire a t  the com m and o f Col. H artley 
in  1778. She was a  half-breed, p artia lly  educated, partially 
civilized, and pa rtia lly  C hristian ized ; still the  savage and 
the heathen w ere prevailing elem ents in  her character.* ‘

W yalusing  and Sheshequin constituted the scenes o f a 
serious experim ent, on the p a rt o f  the M oravian missionaries, 
to  civilize and Christianize a  body  o f  D elaw are Indians. 
A ll th a t p rayer, self-denying labor, and pious exam ple could 
do for the poor Indian was done here. E te rn ity  alone will 
reveal the sacrifices and sufferings o f  those self-denying serv­
ants o f Jesus C hrist in  the cause o f  Indian im provement. 
They deserved to  succeed— they  doubtless did succeed in 
fitting a few o f  the poor children o f the forest for heaven j< 
b u t the demon o f w ar arrested  them  in the m idst o f theirl 
godlike labors, and the s ta r  o f hope w ent down in darkness, j 

♦ See Quceu Esther’s Rock, Wyoming, p. 284.



TIOGA CIKOUIT. 3 9

In 1792 the name o f  John  H ill stands connected w ith  
Tioga. No circuit having distinct bounds had as y e t been  * 
formed there. Tioga was a m ission o f indefinite extent, 
designed to embrace the new  settlem ents from  W yalusing  
north and west wherever they  m igh t be  found nestled  in  the 
dense and lofty forests.

It is not certain tha t H ill entered this new  field during the 
jear, but it was entered and cultivated b y  another, who 
made for himself a h istory  as a pioneer preacher. This w as 
William Colbert. In  the M inutes M r. C olbert stands con­
nected this year w ith N orthum berland  c irc u it; b u t fortun­
ately he has left a  diary, which contains a  record  o f  his 
travels and labors during his life, and we have been so for­
tunate as to obtain it. F o r  this favor we are  indebted to  
Miss Elizabeth Colbert, his daughter, who is its owner, and 
keeps it as a sacred relic.

We shall find M r. C olbert a t the G eneral Conference o f 
1792 in the city o f B altim ore, and then shall follow him  to 
the wilds of Tioga.

'^Thursday, Nov. 1. G eneral Conference o f  the bishops, 
elders, and deacons o f  the M . E . Church m et in  B altim ore. 
The rules of the house w ere draw n up  to-day, and few 
debates about them.

'■'Friday, 2. It was m oved in the G eneral Conference to­
day that the power of the bishop should be so far abridged 
that in case a preacher could m ake i t  appear th a t the bishop 
in his appointment had injured him, b y  appealing from  the 
bishop to the conference, the bishop [if the conference 
should sustain the appeal] should give him  an appointm ent 
elsewhere, which was seconded and ab ly  defended by  O ’Kelleyi' 
Ivey, Hull, Garrettson, and S w ift; and opposed by  Reed, 
Willis, Morrell, E verett, and others.

"Saturday, 3. The day spen t in  debate about the appeal.
"Sunday, 4. D r. Coke preached a delightful serm on from  

Eom. viii, 16. In the afternoon O ’K elley preached on Luke 
xvii, 5. The power o f the L ord  attended the word. A t 
night Willis preached on P sa lm  xcv, 10, 11.
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“M onday, 5. The day  spent in  debate  about the appeal.
#It was p u t to  vote, b u t was no t carried. T his so grieved 

O’K elley th a t he w ithdrew  from  the connection.
“ Tuesday, 6. T he conference undertook the revisal o f the 

form  o f  D iscipline as concerns the duties o f elders, deacons, 
and preachers. I attended conference from  W ednesday, 7, 
to  Thursday, 15, except T hursday  forenoon. O n W ednes­
day, 14, Jam es Thom as and I w ere ordained elders, and I 
was appointed to  fill the station  o f  W yom ing  and Tioga.”

MR. COLBERT’S MISSION TO TIOGA.

M r. C olbert se t off upon his no rthern  tr ip  w ithout delay, 
taking N orthum berland  in his w ay. H is  b rie f s tay  a t this 
place he thus notices ;

“Monday, 26. R ode to  N orthum berland , and lodged at 
W illiam  B onham ’s, who was no t a t hom e. I w as treated 
kindly  b y  the family.

“ Tuesday, 27. Spent the day in getting  ready for m y 
journey . P reached  a t n igh t on M att, xviii, 3.

“ Wednesday, 28. Spent a little  tim e in  reading the life ' 
o f th a t good m an, M r. B rainerd. A t n ight m e t a class. I 
am  not as m uch engaged in  religious exercises as I ought to 
be. Too much o f m y  precious tim e slips aw ay unim proved. 
O  th a t I m ay be m ore engaged in the w ork o f -God than 
e v e r!”

W h a t a lesson we have h ere ! M r. C olbert stops with 
his old friends to  p repare  for his jou rney  to  the frontier set­
tlem ents. H e  is upon a  toilsom e and hazardous journey, 
b u t he thinks no t o f  rest. H e  spends b u t tw o whole days 
in  the place, and one evening he preaches; the nex t day he 
reads the Life o f B rainerd  and m eets a  class, and then sits 
down and w rites in his d iary  th a t he is “ no t as much 
engaged in religious exercises as he ought to  be  1”

W e  will now give the reader som e specim ens o f  the 
travels o f a  pioneer M ethodist preacher through the center 
o f  the presen t W yom ing  C onference:

“ Thursday, 29. R ode from  N orthum berland  to Joseph
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Ogden’s, a t F ish ing Creek. F e ll  in com pany w ith  M r. 
Morgan at Mahoning Creek, w here I had to  pay  a  qu a rte r 
of a dollar for their riding m y  horse over the c re e k ; w hat I 
could have done myself.

‘■'■Friday, 30. Spends the day w ith his old friends, R ob­
ert Owen and W idow  Salm on.

“■Saturday, Dec. 1. I b id  farewell to  m y  kind old friends 
at Ogden’s, and se t off for Tioga. Called a t  Isaac H ol- 
iways, at Berwick. R ode to  Salem , and lodged a t  A m os 
Park’s. These are  tru ly  friendly people. The w om an has 
had a Christian experience. I am  happy th a t I found them . 
I called at one C ortw right’s, about a  m ile  back, who, I believe, 
when they found I was a  M ethodist preacher, did no t w ant 
me to stay with them . They read ily  d irected m e to  P a rk ’s, 
and I as cheerfully w ent.*

'■'■Sunday, 2. I have had one o f  the w o rs t roads from  
Salem to Nanticoke, in W yom ing , w here I, for the second 
time, heard a P resby te rian  m in ister preach. H is  nam e is 
Gray. H e spoke from  2 Cor. iv, 17. H e  preached a t  
Shohel Bidlack’s. H e  spoke w ell. I  lodged a t  A aron 
Hunt’s. Three beds w ere b rought ou t and la id  on the flo o r; 
I had one of them .

"Monday, 3. This m orning set off for T io g a ; go t to  Lack­
awanna in the afternoon, w here I fed m y  horse a t B aldw in’s 
tavern, on the bank o f  the Susquehanna. I traveled  on, 
thinking that when I go t to  D aly tow n  I w ould get som e 
refreshment for m yse lf; b u t I w as so  unfortunate  as to  
wander into an uninhabited wilderness, till the g loom y w ings 
of starless and m oonless n ight began to  cover m e. I  was 
miles from the habitation  o f  any hum an being, in  tbe cold 
month of D ecem ber, surrounded b y  howling, ravening 
wolves and greedy bears. Inferring from  several chunks 
[extinguished firebrands] ly ing  by  a  brook  th a t som e sol­
itary traveler m ust hav6 taken up his lodging here, and  tha t 
there could be no house near, I tu rned  m y  horse about and

•Brother L. Grant says they subsequently became good Methodists, 
ffid were very heritable.
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m easured back m y  w eary  steps the rough and solitary  
w ay I came. A nd  through the m erciful providence o f 
G od I re tu rned  to  the se ttlem ent and go t a  night’s 
quarters a t one Scott’s, w here I though t m y se lf well 
off in getting  a  little  Indian b read  and b u tte r  for m y 
supper. A fte r som e religious conversation, and p rayer 
w ith  the fam ily, I lay  down in a  filthy cabin to  take 
a  little  rest, a fter a  day  o f hard  to il. M ay the L ord enable 
m e, w ith true  Christian patience and  m agnanim ity  o f  soul, 
to  endure all the hardships incident to  a  traveling  life among 
the hideous m ountains before m e !

“ Tuesday, 4 . P a id  one and sixpence for m y  accommoda­
tions— the m an was m oderate  in his charge— and being im­
patien t to  see D alytow n, I set off w ithout m y  breakfast. B ut
0  perp lex ing ! I m issed m y  w ay ag a in ; and after traveling 
up  a lofty m ountain found the road  w ound aronnd down the 
river, and it  b rough t m e' in sight o f  the house I left. I then 
a ttem p ted  to  keep the  river side, b u t th is was im practicable, 
so I had to  tu rn  back again, glad  enough to  get out o f  the 
narrow s. This m orning breakfasted on a  frozen turnip . I j 
called a t a  house, w anting som ething for m e and m y  horse, 
b u t the uncom fortable rep ly , ‘ N o bread,’ again w as heard. ’ 
H ow ever, here I go t som ething for m y  horse, and a t a  house  ̂
a  little  distance off I go t som ething for m y  alm ost ha lf ; 
starved self, a t  the m oderate price o f  a  fivepenny bit. So 
strengthened and  refreshed, I  crossed a  tow ering m ountain 
to  D alytow n, th a t long desired place. B ut how am  I mis-  ̂
taken! Instead o f  finding a  tavern  here, w here m an and 
horse m ight be refreshed, the Meal D aly tow n  vanished, and ■ 
the real one— a sm oky log  cabin o r two— heaves in view.*
1 lodged a t old M r. Jo n es’s. The old m an I  m e t b y  the i 
w a y ; the old w om an and a  g irl w ere a t  home. I spen t the 
evening very  agreeably  w ith  them , reading the Life o f John 
H aim e. M ay I never m u rm u r a t  a  few hardships in  such 
a  w ork I

* This place was on the east side of the Susquehanna, below Gardner’s 
Ferry. i
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“ Wednesday, 5. A  day or tw o o f  re s t w ould have been very  
agreeable to  m e ; b u t as the old w om an expressed m uch 
satisfaction a t the fav o r^ len ess  o f the day  to  the traveler, I 
bid her farewell, w ith  thanks, and reached Teague’s H ill 
[now called Russel H ill, betw een Tunkhannock and M eshop- 
pen] a m iserable place indeed, kep t by  one M ulson. I t  was 
almost sunset when I go t th e re ; the nex t house w as about 
six miles off, and a very  gloom y w ay to  i t ; so on the d ir ty  
top of Teague’s H ill 1 have to  stay , w ith  tw o hunters, a  
^oung woman, and the m an and his wife. I took up  m y  
lodging on som e bed clothes, w ith  m y head in the chim ney 
comer.

“ Thursday 6. Rejoicing a t the re tu rn  o f the m orning, I  
paid two and sixpence for m y  accom modations, and set off 
on my journey. I t  is rea lly  hard  tim es w ith  m e. I had 
to sell one o f  W esley ’s funeral serm ons for sixpence th a t I 
should have had elevenpence for, to  help pay  m y  reckoning. 
I rode six m iles before I go t anything for m y  poor horse. 
At Wigdon’s, a t  M eshoppen, I  called for som ething for m y  
horse, and som e sm oky d ir ty  com  w as brought. B ut as 
for myself, I thought I w ould w ait a  little  longer be­
fore I would ea t in  such a filthy place. I ta lked  to  the 
filthy woman, who w as sitting  over the ashes w ith th ree 
or four d irty  children in  the chim ney-corner, about the sal­
vation of her soul. She w as kind ; she took nothing for 
what I h a d ; so I proceeded on m y  journey, and arrived  a t 
Gideon Baldwin’s, the low est [farthest south] house on m y  
Tioga circuit. They received m e kindly, and go t m e some­
thing to  eat. I  have traveled  over hills and m ountains 
without breakfast o r dinner.”

Baldwin’s was a t the m outh o f  the W yalusing . The dis­
tance which our trav e le r toiled on “ over hills and m ount­
ains w ithout breakfast o r dinner,” m ust have been about 
twenty-five miles, a  long w ay, considering the s ta te  o f  the 
roads, for a m an to  travel fasting. T he reader w ill rem ark  
that M r. C olbert was alw ays m uch annoyed b y  filthy peo­
ple and filthy lodgings. H e  was o f a  respectab le  family.
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and  was raised  in  an old country  w here the com forts o f  life 
w ere abundant and society was com paratively  refined. One 
m ust have some little  experience ih  fron tier life to  be  able 
to  appreciate the sacrifices which such a  m an w ould make 
in associating w ith w ild hunters, d ir ty  and ragged m en, wo- 
men, and ch ild ren ! Then to  th ink  o f setting  ou t upon such 
a  journey w ithout money, having to  sell a  pam phlet worth 
eleven cents for sixpence to  pay  his lodging bill, and feeling 
so poor over the loss o f Jivepence as to  sit down and mourn 
over it. A h ! “ hard  tim es,” sure enough. W h a t bu t a 
strong  sense o f  du ty  w ould have k ep t a  m an in  any kind 
o f heart through such “ tim e s” as these ? B ut our itinerant 
now has som e relief. H e  has reached his field o f  labo r; 
he m eets w ith  a kind reception and finds com fortable quar­
ters. W e  w ill now follow him  around his c ircu it:

'■^Friday, 7. I res ted  m y se lf a t  m y  good old friend 
B aldw in’s ; read  m y  Bible, and  the experience o f several of 
the preachers.

“ Saturday, 8. S pent reading the B ible and P reacher’s 
Experience, and in  the evening lectured  on the 5 th  o f M att, 
tw elve verses.

“ Sunday, 9. I  preached a t G uy W ells ’s on A cts iii, 19. 
O ld M r. Stafford, a  B aptist preacher, w as present. W hen 
I  had done he preached on Sol. Songs ii, 10. H e  told the 
people th a t C hrist had done all, and they  had nothing 
to  do.

“ Monday, 10. P reached  to  a  few people up W yalusing 
Creek a t one P ie rce’s. H e  and his wife have their names 
on our class-paper dow n the creek a t  Baldw in’s, b u t are 
no t well enough acquainted w ith M ethodism  to  like class- 
meetings. B ut the w om an can give as satisfactory  an 
account o f her conversion as I ever heard. A nd w hat a 
p i t y ! she is one o f  those th a t believe in the impossi­
b ility  o f a final fall a fter a  rea l conversion. I  returned 
to  Baldwin’s. This m an’s hea rt and house a re  open to  all 
who come.

“ Tuesday, 11. I rode from  Baldw in’s to  B urney’s. I was



TIOGA CIRCUIT. 45

happy in singing the praises o f God. I preached on M att. 
V, 6, and sung the fifty-sixth hym n o f our collection. R ode 
with C. M. to  our old friend B .’s. H e re  I could no t enjoy 
myself; the people are  sham efully  d irty .

‘̂■Wednesday, 12. I preached a t E lijah  Townsend’s on 
Rev. xxii, 17. In this place S atan  had been sowing the 
seeds of discord in the society. I expect to  have trouble  
with this people. A fter preaching I rode  w ith  C. M . to  
Nathan Brown’s, across B reakneck H ill, a  horrid  precipice.

“ Thursday, 13. I preached to  a few people a t  N athan 
Brown’s, som e o f whom w ere B aptists, on M att, v, 4. T his 
is the m ost com fortable house I have been in  since I  left 
Northum berland. N athan  B row n and his wife a re  v e ry  
kind people.

^'Friday, 14. R ode from  N athan B row n’s, in  N ew  Sheshe- 
quin, to D aniel M ’D ow el’s, in  Chemung, Y ork  state, 
where I Avas w ell used. I preached a t n igh t on 2  Cor. 
xiii, 5. I had n o t freedom  in speaking. The land here is 
excellent, and is n o t so hem m ed in w ith m ountains as it  is 
lower down the riv e r ; i t  is on the T ioga R iver.

“ Saturday, 15. R ode to  M r. Seeley’s, up Seeley’s Creek, 
and spoke a t n ight on the second paragraph  o f the tw enty- 
fifth chapter o f M atthew . This is a  very  thick settlem ent, 
and the land is excellent.

^'Sunday, 16. F ro m  old M r. Seeley’s I rode to  John  
Konkle’s, a t N ew tow n .Point. H e  received m e very  kindly. 
I w'ent w ith him  and heard  M r. P a rk s  preach on R ev. 
iii, 20. M r. P a rk s  was very  f r ie n d ly ; he w anted m e to  
preach for him, b u t this I refused to  do. A t n igh t I 
preached a t Lough’s tavern , a t N ew tow n P o in t, on M att. 
V, 6. P a rt o f  m y congregation w ere drunk. L ord, give m e 
humility and watchfulness.

“ Monday, 17. I crossed the T ioga R iver, and, m uch to  
m y satisfaction, I found m y  friend V andervoort and his 
family, with whom I was acquainted when I trave led  in 
N orthum berland circuit. I  dined w ith  them , p ray ed  w ith 
them, and parted w ith them . I rode to  old M r. K ress’s and
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preached a t n ight on 1 Cor. vi, 19, 20, w ith  freedom. I see 
and  feel m y  w ant o f  m ore zeal and love.

“ Tuesday, 18. I preached a t N athan  B row n’s on 2 C!or. 
xiii, 5. W re tch  th a t I a m ! I ought to  be  thankful for the 
freedom I som etim es have in  speaking. I f  I should be an 
instrum en t in  the hands o f God o f saving any it  w ill be a 
g rea t blessing, should I even be  lo s t m yse lf; b u t no bless­
ing to  me.

“ Wednesday, 19. I rode from  N athan  B row n’s to  Break­
neck H ill, w here I crossed the river to  one M r. E o ste r’s, to  be 
satisfied w hether o r no t I had an appoin tm ent there, and found 
I had none. A  M r. B lackm an took m e over the river, who 
was honest enough to  te ll m e he never liked  the M ethod­
is t doctrine. I asked him  w hy 1 H e  said he did n o t like 
the ir preaching th a t a m an could fall from  g race ; and as to ; 
perfection there  was no such thing in  the w orld, and that 
none could live w ithout sin. I asked him  if  anything un- ! 
clean could en te r into the kingdom  o f  heaven. I also told : 
h im  i t  w as w ritten : ‘ Be ye  perfect, as you r F a th e r which 
is in  heaven is perfect.’ B u t as he would fly from  one thing 
to  another, I  thought i t  was no t w orth  w hile to  ta lk  with 
him . I hope I dea lt honestly  w ith  him  in w hat I d id  say 
before I left him .

“ A fte r I go t over B reakneck H ill I overtook an  old man 
w ith a  keg o f w hisky on his back. I could no t leave him , 
w ithout telling  him  o f  the evil o f w hisky drinking. I 
thought he w as drunk, b u t he received w hat I said kindly. 
A t night I exhorted a t friend Tow nsend’s w ith  freedom.

'■'Thursday, 20. I preached a t  B ro ther Rice’s, in  Shuffield’s 
F la ts , on 1 Thess. v, 17. I felt freedom  in speaking. I 
rode through the N arrow s on the Susquehanna. H e re  are 
excellent stones to  build w ith, and y e t the people live in 
m iserable cabins, som e o f  them  w ithout chimnies. I f  you 
speak to  them  about being m ore  decent, they  w ill plead 
th a t they are in a  new  country  and have m any difficulties 
to  encounter.* I feel the need o f  watching and p rayer.

* What they said was true, and a very fair justification.



TIOGA CIRCUIT. 4 7

‘̂ Friday, 21. Spent p a rt o f  the day  reading and w riting, 
and in the evening m et the class in Shuffield’s F la ts , the 
first class I have m e t in  the circuit. I read  to  them  the 
Rules, desiring to  know  w hether they  w ant to  continue in 
society. P reached  a t  a  friendly m an’s house b y  the nam e 
of A lexander, on 1 Cbr. vi, 19, 20. I have, thank G o d ! 
reason to  hope th a t general satisfaction w as given.

“ Saturday, 22. A greeably  to  the request o f a  friend, I 
spent this day visiting. I f  we visit to  edification i t  is well. 
I wish all m y  visits w ere m ore so. I t  was w ith som e diffi­
culty I got along the N arrow s w ith B ro ther R ice to  G ideon 
Baldwin’s a t W yalusing .”

Mr. C olbert had now  encom passed a  tw o weeks’ circuit 
and come back to  the place o f  beginning. The incidents 
■which he records are no t strik ing  o r extraordinary , b u t his 
Journal shows the points which w ere first visited b y  the 
Methodist itinerants as they  pushed their w ay to  the n o r th ; 
it also illu stra tes the condition o f the country  and the char­
acter o f the people. The sim ple narra tion  o f  facts which 
we have copied furnishes a  m ultitude  o f  subjects for reflec­
tion, bu t we leave them  for the p resen t as we found them . 
On his second round M r. C olbert v isits several new  places 
which in after tim es becam e fam ous in the h is to ry  o f  M eth­
odism, and introduces nam es which obtained som e consider­
able notoriety.

H e says: “ Thursday, 25. I le ft friend Baldw in’s oppress­
ed in spirit, under a sense o f m y  unprofitableness. I t was 
very late when I go t to  B urney’s, and som e o f  the people 
had gone aw ay. I  endeavored to  preach to  those who 
stayed on H eb. iii, 14. A fte r I had done, a  poor unhappy 
son of Belial came in to  abuse m e. M rs. B urney reproved 
him. I left B urney’s and crossed the riv e r to  old M r. 
Cole’s. H ere  I w anted to  regulate the society, b u t found 
them very refractory. O ld M r. Cole’s daughter M ary is 
the wife of the m an th a t abused m e a t Bui-ney’s ; she is a 
g rea t enthusiast, and has a tu rn  for po e try .”

The locality is not far from the present village of Tow-
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anda. This “ old M r. C o le” was the father o f Rev. |H  
E lisha Cole, who once traveled  and preached in the state o f | |  
D elaw are, lived long on the paternal inheritance, was ex- : 
tensively know n as a  local preacher, and by  everybody . 
called “ F a th e r Cole.” W e  often enjoyed his hospitalities 
when we traveled  the Susquehanna d is tric t in  1824-5.  ̂
A nd there we found “ M ary ,” the “ g rea t enthusiast,” who 
had “ a tu rn  for p o e try ” in th e  days o f M r. C olbert, now a 
confirmed maniac. H e r  husband’s nam e was Culverson 
O f h im  w e have litt le  know ledge; nothing indeed which ; 
w ould redeem  him  from  the stigm a fixed upon his character ; 
in  M r. C olbert’s Jou rna l. D om estic  troub le , so far as we |  
rem em ber, d rove his wife into madness, and for m any years ?
“  A un t M olly  ” w as b o th  an object o f p ity  and a source of 
am usem ent. She lived in a cabin a  few rods from  her • 
b ro th er’s dwelling, dressed fantastically , planned and culti­
vated her garden according to  no m odel on earth , sang 
hym ns and quoted S crip ture alm ost w ithout bounds, and 
w ith her w it and d ro llery  w ould convulse an old Connect!- ? 
cut deacon w ith  laughter. W hen “  the elder ” cam e “ A unt •; 
M olly ” was alw ays on hand. Som etim es she had to  be 
to ld  th a t the e lder w as tired  and she m u s t “ go home.” 
This alw ays displeased her, and called forth  a  sto rm  of ̂  
crazy eloquence o f which “  E lisha ” was m o s t na tu ra lly  the 
bu tt. O n one such occasion she scream ed o u t : “  The devil 
rules and reigns here. I te ll you, elder, you  had b e tte r flee 
as L o t did ou t o f Sodom .” In one o f  her ram bles Judge 
G ore, to  frighten her, threatened to  p u t her in  ja il. She 
returned  hom e in a  g rea t rage, and proceeded to  overhaul 
a ll her garm ents and rip  ou t all the gores. She ever after 
m aintained tha t the gores w ere all from  the devil, and she 
w ould have none o f  them  about her. H e r  w ell-thum bed old 
pocket B ible she carried  in  a  pocket in  her dress on her 
side, which was ju s t o f the capacity necessary  to  contain, 
th e  precious treasure.

“  Wednesday, Jan-m ry 2, 1793,” M r. C olbert “ preached
a t  one F o ste r’s, a t Sugar Creek.”

EARLY METHODISM. «
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Under date of January  14, M r. C olbert te lls  us th a t 
k  “ received a letter from a m an living a t A w aga, 
[Owe^,] in which he was requested to  come there  and

On the same day he was invited to  the house o f  a  M r. 
Win, son of a P resbyterian  m inister, who seem ed to  be 
|d e r  awakening, bu t was much in the dark. M r. C olbert 

him an earnest exhortation, which probably  was no t

W
Mr. Colbert visited “ O ld Sheshequin,” and preached “ a t

-0i4)tain Clark’s ‘ W ednesday, 16th o f  Jan u a ry .” H e
remarks: “ The woman o f this house p u t m e in  m ind o f 
.Martha. 1 had not much satisfaction in preaching ; attention 
was wanting. After m eeting in cam e Squire M urray , a 
great Universalist, a believer in  eternal justification. I  be- 
Beve he is an ungodly m an. H e  says he w as once a pub- 
*  speaker among the B aptists, and thought C hrist died for 
W  a part of mankind, and th a t none o f those for whom 
Christ died could p erish ; and now he says he believes that 
^Christ died for all, and th a t none w ill be lost. I  felt so rry  
that I spent so much tim e in arguing w ith h im .”

“ Friday, 25. It was w ith difficulty th a t I  go t through the 
Narrows on account o f the ice. I preached a t one B ennett’s, 
near Mahontowango, w ith freedom , on 1 Cor. vi, 19, 20, 
Ifany good is done, to  God be all the  glory . These people 

very willing to hear. This locality  is now known as 
[ichols, where live the Shoem akers and Cory ells, .and has 

Ibr many years been famous for M ethodism .” 
j Mr. Colbert suffered much, and passed through m any 
perils from the necessity he was in o f  constantly  crossing 
tiie Susquehanna w ithout bridges o r ferries. In  Jan u ary  
.and February he makes the following entries in his diary :

“ Thursday, January 31. I rode the river to  M r. Towns- 
ind’s. This is a very cold day and night.

•Here Henry B. Bascomwas awakened and converted at a meeting 
bdd I j  Bev. L. Grant in 1811. We heard Bascom say, in 1836, that 
€iant was his spiritual father.

F...W MethNli?m. 4:



EARLY METHODISM.

“ F riday, February 1. I crossed th e  river on the ice;
called a t old M r. Cble’s.

“ Saturday, 2 . I  preached a t B ro ther Rice’s with .much 
satisfaction, and for the henefif o f others gave an account of 
the w ork o f G od w ith m yself. I intended to  go to  Wyar 
lusing, and m ade an a ttem p t to  cross on, the ice ; bu t my 
horse fell in  up to  his neck, and I declined going.” J

W e  know  righ t w ell w hat all this means. To “ ride the 
river ” m eans to  ford it  on horseback. This is no very; 
p leasant undertak ing  in  m idw inter. To cross on newly- 
form ed ice is generally  dangerous, and to  have your horse 
under you “ go dow n up  to  his neck ” is terrib le . These 
scenes w ere so com m on in olden tim es th a t they excited 
little  attention. The people who cross the tu rbu len t Sus-, 
quehanna upon, the elegant and perm anent bridges whiclj 
now  span its  w aters every few m iles, know  b u t little  of wha| 
the ir fathers endured fifty years ago. T raveling a circuil, 
along this river in 1793 w'as labor indeed. M uch la te r thaa 
th is period there was som ething m ore than m ere romance 
in the life o f a  tra^^eling preacher “ in the Susquehaniu 
country ,” as we have reason to  know from  actual experience, 

Superstition and a love o f the m arvelous are  prominent 
features o f backwoods life. W hile  a t N ew tow n, M r. Cô  
b e r t m akes the following en try  in his J o u rn a l : ,

“ In this place they ta lk  o f very  strange things, such « 
hearing groans. O ne says he saw an apparition, b u t wij 
no t te ll who i t  was o r w hat i t  said to  him . |

‘■‘■Monday, 11. 1 spen t a little  tim e w ith D r. P a rk , who ■  
very  friendly to  me. H e  to ld  m e a  rem arkable  dream 1 
Judge M iller’s daughter, which was, as w ell as I  can recofl 
lect, as fo llow s: T hat a young m an, who was killed wiW 
the handle of a pitchfork, cam e to  her to inform  her thm 
there is a  hell, which i t  is said  her father’s fam ily did n j  
believe. M r. P a rk  says groans have been heard m tU 
day  tim e, while the people w ere sitting  b y  the fire, a d  
w hile the young w om an w as relating  her d ream  ; bu t 1 
n o t understand tha t it  has any effect upon them .” |  ]
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So true is it th a t “ if  they hear no t M oses and the proph­
ets, neither will they be persuaded though one should arise 
from the dead.” I t  seem s th a t the people believed in the 
supernatural character o f  these strange things, y e t no m oral 
impression followed them . P re tended  apparitions and 
“ spiritual m anifestations” are  usually  barren  o f valuable 
moral results. W e  have known a few instances in which 
extraordinary dreams have been followed b y  thorough con­
viction and conversion.

Mr. Colbert records another struggle w ith  the ice and 
water on the Susquehanna.

'^Wednesday, 13. I v isited  two families, apparen tly  well- 
disposed, in m y w ay from Chem ung to  N athan  B row n’s. 
1 thank God tha t I was no t killed o r crippled coming 
through the N arrow s betw een Tioga P o in t and N ew  Shesh- 
equin. It snowed hard, and m y horse balling m ade the 
riding very unpleasant on the best o f  ro a d s ; b u t when I 
came to where the w ater flowing from  the precipice was 
frozen and covered w ith snow i t  becam e intolerable. So I 
had to dismount, and w as driven to  the dangerous alterna­
tive of going on th e  ice on the side o f  the river. The ice 
broke into large pieces as I led m y horse, and le t m e down 
into the water m ore than knee deep. I had to  exert m y se lf 
to keep my horse from  plunging on me. By a kind P ro v i­
dence I was enabled to m ount him  and he took m e through. 
By the time I was w'ell out m y su rtou t w as frozen as stiff as 
a horn, but I felt no cold. I soon rode to N athan Brown’s, 
and was not sorry tha t the people did no t come to  preaching 
this dismal night, after I had had such a d istressing jou rney .”

One of the usual accom panim ents o f  a religious m eeting 
in former times was the crying o f children. This is no t un- 
frequently the case even now in the ru ra l d istricts. T his 
was a part of the arrangem ents which M r. C olbert could no t 
endure. Those who rem em ber him  speak o f  this feature in 
his character. In his diary we have frequent allusions to  
the inconvenience which he was subjected to  from  th is cause. 
One instance will suffice as a specim en:



Sunday, 17. I preached a t G uy W e lls ’s. Soon after I  
read  m y  tex t I knew  no t b u t I should be obliged to sit  ̂
down and say nothing, as there w ere so m any noisy children 
p re se n t; b u t their noise abated, and I m ade out, through the 
assistance o f  God, to  speak w ith satisfaction. By what 1 
hear I suppose the people in these p a rts  th ink I have a very 
w eak head, because I cannot p reach when there are a 
num ber o f  children about m e baw ling louder than I can

speak.” _ , ,
I t  certa in ly  requ ires a  strong head, o r no ordinary  streng 

o f  nerve and will, to  preach under such circumstances. 
N othing b u t compassion for m others, who m ust carry  cry­
ing babies to  m eeting o r never go them selves, can reconcile 
any preacher to  the scream ing of children in  the house of 
God. Som etim es the thing appears in a form th a t nobody 
should be  expected to  endure. W hen  the child screams 
am ain, and resists, w ith  kicks and blow s, every  effort to 
pacify it, and the m other seem s to  be in no wise embarrassed, 
n o r to  th ink o f anybody o r anything b u t the poor baby and 
its  troubles, and the attention  o f the w hole house is directed 
to  the scene o f  confusion, the preacher m ay  as w ell pauss 
and order the nuisance rem oved.

M r. C olbert cam e to  T ioga w ithout m oney, and i t  does 
no t appear th a t his finances w ere m ateria lly  im proved while 
he. labored  there. The following entries in his d iary  beai

upon the su b jec t;
S u n d a y ,  March I preached at, W yalusing . bo«

weeks ago I gave ou t for a public collection in th is place 1 
be m ade to-day, b u t very  few cam e to  m eeting. M y  frien 
Baldwin spoke o f the collection, b u t nobody said  anythin 
in reply . So I cam e off w ithout anything, and I can trul 
say that I  shall be happy if  this was all th a t I  have J
trouble  m e in this circuit. :

“ Sunday, A p r il  7. I preached a t N ew tow n P o in t. In tJ 
aflernoon I preached a t Squire H am m ond’s, and here c«

Iccted 21s. 3d.
“ Tuesday, 9. I preached a t K ress’s, and in the evenii
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k the school-house a t Chemung. In  this place I collected 
4s. lOd. It m ay be th a t I have done preaching in T ioga.”

The whole am ount o f  M r. C olbert’s  receip ts during his 
four months o f hard labor on Tioga circuit was three dollars 
mi fourteen cents! y e t he u tte rs  no t one w ord o f  com plaint.

MR. WARE VISITS TIOGA, AND MR. COLBERT RETURNS TO 
WYOMING.

On the nth of A pril M r. C olbert m e t the E ev . Thom as 
Ware at Townsend’s. H e  had come on in the capacify o f 

; “elder.” H e attended a q u arte rly  m eeting, adm inistered 
i the sacrament, preached several edifying discourses, and 
tiien took Mr. Colbert w ith him  to  W yom ing . H e re  is M r.

- Colbert’s account o f the journey down the r iv e r : 
p  ^Monday, 15. B rother W a re  and I arose early  and got 
I into a boat at New Sheshequin, going dowm the river, which 

ran through the m ountains a t a ll points o f  the com pass till 
liark, when we stopped a t a  cabin b y  the river side. H ere  

could get no straw  to  sleep o n ; however. B ro ther W a re  
-ed himself on a chest, w ith  a  bunch o f tow  for his pillow , 

I suppose thought h im self w ell off. F o r  m y  part, I 
to get the hay out of. the boat for m y bed, which a  pas- 

■ger begged part of.
isday, 16. A t about tw elve o’clock w e landed in  

./ilkesbarre, the seat o f justice for Luzerne county. I t  w as 
very pleasant coming dowm Susquehanna this m orning. W^e 

ned at old friend M ann’s, then rode to  R ichard  Inm an’s.
“I have been four m onths and eight days in  T ioga circuit, 

me of the most disagreeable places for traveling  I w as ever 
fa, among a refractory so rt o f people. I lived hard and 
shored hard, but 1 fear did b u t little  good. I  jo ined  hut 

e in socie^ while I  was there ' b u t I th ink  there is a 
.spect of good being done. M ay the labors o f m y  suc- 
‘Sor be blessed iriore than mine have b e e n !” W h a t a tale 

. woes! and yet the m an’s heart is whole w ithin him .
V “ Wednesday, 17. B rother W are^ le ft m e ; he is a m an I 
ifave a very high opinion of. N ow  I have the charge o f
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W yom ing  circuit. M ay the L ord  give m e wisdom, grace, | 
and patience, th a t I m ay  deal w ith these people as one who 
has the w orth  o f souls a t h ea rt.”

“ Saturday, 20 . I have seen tw enty-nine years this day. 
A m id m any difficulties and dangers I have been preserved 
by  the providence o f  God. O th a t the rem ainder of niy 
days m ay be spent to  his g lory  ! I dined w ith three of our 
M ethodist sisters in a  m ill. A  birth -day  fe s tiv a l! R(>de 
W ilkesbarre , called a t ray  old friend M ann’s, w here 1 am 
very  kindly received. W^anting m y boots m ended, I car 
ried  them  to the prison, under the court-house, to  a prisoner 
as there was no shoem aker in tow n, and paid him  double 
w hat he asked for m ending them , as he was a poor prisoner;

“ Sunday, 21. This m orning the prison was evacuated; 
and only one of m y boots m en d ed ; he p robab ly  bad not 
tim e to  m end both. I preached in the Court-house in tta 
m orning on M ark  vi, 12, and in the afternoon a t, Richard 
Inm an’s on 2  Cor. xiii, 5.

“  F riday, 26. I rode to  b ro ther Owen’s.
'■‘■Saturday, 27. R ode to  one Jackson’s, (P h ilip  Jackson, 

whose wife is in so c ie ty ; he was once in him self.” H e  live! 
on w hat is now called the F ish er G ay place, on which th( 
m onum ent stands.

“ Sunday, 28. I preached a t R osecrantz’s, on M att, vii 
2 1 -23 . In the afternoon a t C aptain P a rish ’s.” Rosecrant 
lived w here “ the old R ed H ouse,” or the “ Captain Breea 
H ouse,” now  stands, on the b luff near the W yom ing  depot 
and Captain P a rish  lived on R oss H ill. A t night b 
preached a t C aptain R ansom ’s, in Shaw ney, w here he enter 
the following in his d iary  ; “ M rs. R ansom  is a  daughter o 
afflictions; she was desirous o f having preaching and bein| 
baptized w ith her four children. I thank G od I  have bea 
enabled to speak w ith  freedom  to-day.”

“ Wednesday, M ay  8. R ode to  Lackaw anna Forge, an 
preached a t Jam es S u tton’s on 1 Cor. vi, 19, 20. Here 
m e t w ith a disputing Calvinist. Sister* S u tton  and he 
daughter, [M rs. Bedford, our m ost in telligen t living witnwi
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of the events o f those tim es,] appear to  be  very  clever 
women. Our friend Sutton has no t joined the Society, b u t 
appears to be a m an of a very  excellent sp irit.”

On the Sabbath he preached a t  R osecrantz’s, C aptain 
Parish’s and Shawney. H ence he proceeded to B riar C reek ;

I preached, and found pleasant quarte rs w ith Thom as Bow- 
I man.* Thursday he cam e back to  P a rk s ’s, in Salem . H ere  

he notes his condition o f m in d ;
“ I knew not how I could preach, b u t I  thought I w ould 

try and do as w ell as I could. I  did, and the L ord  be 
praised. 1 don’t know th a t 1 have seen the w ord  attended 
with more power since I left M aryland. M y tex t was A m os 
li, 12. Though the life /o f a traveling  preacher is v e ry  
laborious and fatiguing it  is w hat I g lo ry  in.

^Sunday, 19. I preached a t the meeting-house, and in the 
afternoon at W ilkesbarre. I fear these are  a  hardened 
people.”

“ The meeting-house”— “ our meeting-house,” as he some­
times calls it— was a  sm all house erected by  the M ethodists 
and their friends on H anover G reen. A  la rger house, bu ilt 
for the exclusive occupancy o f'the  P resby terians, stood near 
by, and both ro tted  down w ithout ever being finished. They 
were still standing,’ b u t in a ruinous condition, when we cam e 
to Wyoming, in 1818. Unfinished as was this “ m eeting­
house,” we infer from  M r. C olbert’s Jo u rn a l th a t i t  was 
regularly occupied as a preaching place. B ishop A sbu ry  
preached in it when he v isited  W yom ing.

When Mr. Colbert nex t cam e to  Capouse he “ preached 
to a few people a t B ro ther H ow ’s ; m e t a sm all c la s s ; 
the Lord was p re sen t; lodged a t Joseph  W a lle r’s.” H ow ’s 
and Waller’s were his regular places for preaching and 
lodging his term  through.

*Thoma.s and Christian Bowman were brothers; both local’preachers; 
lived in the same neighborhood. Christian came into the coiuitry in 1792, and Thomas in 1793; each always kept a prophet’s chamber, and, until 
they built a church, provided a chapel in their dwellings, or rather turned 
their houses into chapels, as often as required by the exigencies of the 
work, to the interests of which they were both ardently devoted.
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A bout th is tim e A nning Owen began to  take  a positid 
w ith his b re th ren  as a  preacher. O n the 7 th  o f  Ju n e  Mi 
C olbert notes th a t he “ se t off w ith B ro ther Owen for Nortli. 
um berland Q uarterly  M eeting. On our w ay B rother Owa 
preached a t  Shaw ney, a t Captain E ansom ’s. I  exhort 
a fter h im .” W h en  they  arrived a t the place o f the meetin| 
“A lw ard W h ite  w as preach ing ; B ro ther Owen exhorted afl 
him . A t night B ro ther Owen preached,” and “ on SabbslJ 
evening B ro ther Owen preached again.” The Wyomin' 
b lacksm ith  had his full share o f prom inence and respon 
b ility  on th is occasion, especially considering tha t he w as« 
y e t a m ere local preacher.

In  Ju n e  M r. C olbert experienced another change in 1 
field o f labor. H e  s a y s ; '■'■Monday, 10. I am  now on 
w ay around N orthum berland  circuit.” '  F o r  several montti 
he continued to  pass regu larly  around “ Northumberlai 
and W yom ing .” The N orthum berland  circuit a t this tima 
seem s to  have em braced the w hole country from  the Susj 
quehanna to  the A lleghany M ountains, including the Bald 
E ag le  and Ju n ia ta  countries, P enn ’s V alley, Buffalo Valle^ 
and the settlem ents on the W e s t Branch, penetrating  in the 
w ilderness as far no rth  as Loyalsocks. This was an ampk 
field, b u t i t  was thoroughly  explored b y  the hardy  itineran| 
who for his labor received little  o r nothing m ore o f pecia 
ia ry  com pensation than sim ple sustenance. A nd the md 
who were engaged in  th is to ilsom e and self-denying wor) 
lite ra lly  “ had no certain  dwelling-place.”  They no soona 
had form ed a  few acquaintances than they  w ere ordered t 
another field— a few “ ro u n d s” only, and they were 
hundreds o f m iles, to  som e new  and strange country.

BISHOP ASBURV VISITS WYOMING.

1793.* T his year constitutes an in teresting  era  in 
h is to ry  of the w ork o f  God in our te rrito ry . F iv e  ye 
had passed since the organization o f  the firs t class a t Rai 
H i l l ;  one hundred and seventy-seven m em bers had be( 
enrolled, and two circuits regularly  form ed, and supplii
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with preachers. The w ork had now assum ed a sufficient 
amount of im portance to  a ttrac t the attention o f Bishop 
Asbury, and to dem and a personal v isit from  th a t apostolic 
man. Accordingly, on a journey  from  M aryland  to  N ew  
York the la tte r p a rt o f Ju n e  and the fore p a rt o f Ju ly , he 
was in W yom ing and vicinity. The following is the 
notice of this v isit in the bishop’s Jou rna l— characteristic 
enough:

^Thursday, {June) 27, was to  m e a day o f  tria l. W e  se t 
out late tow ard N orthum berland ; n ight coming on, we 
stopped at P enn’s Creek. N ex t m orning we w ent to  N orth ­
umberland to  breakfast. I t has a little  chapel, th a t serves 
as a sohobl-house, belonging to  the M ethodists. W e  have a 
few kind, respectable friends, whose circum stances are  com­
fortable. I gave them  a serm on on John  xiv, 6, and in the 
afternoon paid S unbury a  visit. The people here arc  
almost all Dutch. I  was enabled to  speak alarm ing w ords 
on Acts iv, 12.

'■'■July 2. A fter preaching on ‘ the grace o f  God appear­
ing to all men,’ we w rought up the hills and narrow s to  
Wyoming. W e  stopped a t a  poor house; nevertheless 
they were rich enough to  sell us h a lf  a bushel o f  oats, and 
bad sense enough to  m ake us pay  well for. them . W e
reached Mr. P -------’s about eleven o’clock. I found riding in
the night caused a re tu rn  o f m y  rheuJnatic com plaint through 
my breast and shoulders. B ut all is w e ll; the L ord  is 
with us.

"Thursday, 4, being the anniversary o f  A m erican inde­
pendence, there was a  g rea t noise am ong the sinners. A  
few of us went down to Shawney, called a few people from  
their work, and found it  good for us to be there.

"Sunday, 7. The L ord  has spoken in awful peals o f 
thunder. O what havoc was m ade here fifteen years  a g o ! 
Most of the inhabitants w ere either cut off o r driven aw ay. 
The people might have clothed them selves in sackcloth and 
ashes on the third, if  in white and g lo ry  on the fourth o f  Ju ly . 
The inhabitants here are very  w icked ; b u t I feel as if  the
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L ord w ould return . I hope B ro thers F ., I., and P .*  will 
be owned o f  the Lord. The m an a t whose house I was to 
preach made a frolic the day b e fo re ; it  was said he sent a 
m ile across the river to  one o f h is neighbors, taking him 
from  his work, and telling him  he was about to bleed to 
death. This falsity  w as invented, I suppose, to  incline the 
m an  to  come. The people would no t com e to  his house;
I had  to w alk a  m ile through burning heat to  preach.f I 
was severely exercised in  mind, hard ly  knowing where to 
go to get a  quiet, clean place to  lie down.

‘■'•Monday, 8. I took the w ilderness, through the mountr 
ains, up the Lackawanna, on the Tw elve M ile S w am p ; this 
place is famous for d ir t and lofty  hemlock. W e  dodged in
the m iddle o f  the sw am p, a t S-------’s, and m ade out better ,
than we expected.”

H ere  the good bishop left our te rrito ry , crossed the Del­
aware, and w ent through N ew  Je rsey  to  N ew  Y ork. This 
m ust have been a fearful jau n t in th a t early  period.

Bishop A sbu ry ’s v isit to W yom ing  occurred during Mr. 
C olbert’s pastorship, and is thus recorded in his d ia ry : 

“Sunday, June 30. I m e t Bishop A sbu ry  in N orthum ­
berland. I found him  up sta irs  a t  W idow  T aggart’s. W hen 
1 entered the room  he spoke to m e in a  w ay I never was 
spoken to  by  him  b e fo re ; he was very  agreeable. At 
eleven o’clock he preached in  the meeting-house, and in the 
afternoon a t Sunbury. A t night B ro ther H ill preached in 
N orthum berland. I was very  m uch rejoiced a t seeing four 
preachers in this p a r t o f  the w 'o rld ; b u t I had m y  feelings' 
‘hu rt very  m uch before I w ent to  bed a t  William: 
Bonham’s.

“Monday, J u ly  1. This m orning I set ou t w ith Bishop 
A sbury  and B rother H en ry  H ill for Jo seph  O gden’s, Fish­
ing Creek. I directed them  the w ay to friend O gden’s, and,

* Probably Frisby, Inman, and Parish. If  this “ hope” was realized, 
eternity only can reveal the fact and its extent, 1

fT his walk was from Richard Inman’s, in Buttonwood, to the meeting- 
ixouse on Hanover Green. See Mr. Colbert’s diary.
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went to C ataw issa and preached to  a congregation o f decent 
people in a m ill. Isaiah H ines invited m e to  drink  tea  
with him. I  accepted the invitation, and in the afternoon 
rode on to  Joseph  Ogden’s, w here Bishop A sbury  preached 
at night. B rother H ill exhorted, and I sung and p ra y e d ; 
and seeing the people unw illing to  leave the house, I spoke 
to them a short tim e. I never saw them  so w rought upon 
before.

'■^Tuesday, 2. W e  left friend Ogden’s, called and prayed  
with old M other Salm ons, and w ent on to  Berwick. Bishop 
Asbury preached to  a considerable congregation a t  Isaac 
Hall’s, after which we proceeded on to  Captain P a rish ’s, a t 
Ross H ill, W yom ing. I t was la te  before we go t there, 
along the m ost disagreeable road. I had the pleasure o f 
killing two rattlesnakes. I never saw one alive before.

Wednesday, 3. B ishop A sbury  preached a t Captain 
Parish’s. The discourse w'as m ade a blessing to  me.

■; '■'■Thursday, 4, spen t a t Captain P arish ’s. W e  have had 
a heavy thunderstorm .

'■'Friday, 5. W e n t w ith the bishop to  Captain Satter- 
thwaites, where I expected he w ould have preached j b u t the 
people w'ould no t a ttend a t the captain’s house, as there was 
drinking and revelry  there yesterday. The people m e t a t  
Rosecrantz’s, b u t the captain was so affronted th a t he would 
not attend. T his afternoon we had another thunder­
storm.

"■Saturday, 6. W e  cam e to  W ilkesbarre . The bishop 
preached to  a sm all congregation in  the court-house. W e  

, went home w ith R ichard Inm an.
"Sunday, 1. A t the meeting-house, by  the request o f the 

bishop, I exhorted, siing, prayed, and read  the first lesson 
. for the day. B rother H ill sung, prayed, and read the second 

lesson, after which the bishop preached, and after him  
Brother Owen and B ro ther H ill exhorted. In the afternoon 
the bishop and B rother H ill preached in the court-house at 
W ilkesbarre. The people have had four serm ons preached 
to them to-day in this house.”



On M onday, 8, B ishop A sbu ry  w ent on his w ay east, and 
M r. Colhert resum ed his course o f  appop tm en ts .

The w riter has had the good fortune to  secure an auto­
graph le tte r  from  the bishop to  the R ev. Thom as Morrell, 
dated “ W yom ing, J u ly  3, 1793.” F o r  this he is indebed 
to  the kindness o f the R ev. F rancis A . M orrell, of the 
N ew  Jersey  Conference. I t  was obtained and laid b y  as a 
m ere relic, b u t it now has a historical im portance which 
was no t foreseen a t the tim e  i t  was obtained. The follow­
ing is the le t te r ; '

“ M y  v e r t  d e a r  B ro th e r ,— E v ery  occurrence gives an 
opportunity  o f  inform ation. These frontier circuits here 
suffer the w ant o f m y presence to  see the sta te  o f matters.' 
T hat very person who was H am m etting*  is g rea tly  concerned 
as a m ercenary (I) in th is c ircu it; no wonder he should let 
loose. I am, and hope I shall be  a te rro r to  evil-doers, 
especially m inisters. W ill you, the next le tte r  you ha,ve 
an occasion to w rite  to John  D ickins, d irect said D ickins to 
desire  D aniel H itt , on the P ittsb u rg h  circuit, to  take the 
earliest opportun ity  to  le t V alentine Cook, upon the Clarks- 
burgh  circuit, know to  come and m eet m e a t the Baltim ore, 
Conference, O ctober 20, 1793. I have found a v a s t body oi 
D utch  on N orthum berland  circuit, and the said Cook can 
preach in D utch. H ad  I know n i t  a t Conference I would 
have stationed him  there. I believe there are several young 
m en who will do as well on C larksburgh as he. I am  con­
vinced I ought to  station  preachers all the y e a r ; and it 
appears no t r igh t to  take all the preachers away. There 
are such disorders i t  gives a  g rea t opening to  m en, devils, 
and sin. O ur poor preachers keep Cent a g reat p a rt o f the 
year here. O ur tow ns and cities, a t lea s t ou r conferences, 
ought no t to  le t them  starve  for clothing. I have had a 
p re ttv  long campaign in  the backw oods ever since March. 
I judge it  will be b es t for ha lf the preachers from 
Alban^-, Connecticut, M assachusetts, and Je rsey  to  attend 

♦Folio-wing the lead of Mr. Hammett, who seceded in the South. ?
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St York Conference, th a t we m ay keep the w ork going on.
1 think we m ust absolutely  never le t the preachers w holly 
leave their c ircu its; this is w hat was never suffered in E n ­
gland for fear o f havoc. I t is pressing tim es in A m erica.” 

“ Thine as ever, F. Asbury.”

r There are personal allusions, both  in  the Jou rna l and the 
letter, which it is difficult, a t this distance o f tim e, to  settle, 
Wid indeed it  is no t im portan t to  settle  them . The m ost 
important fact b rought ou t in the le tte r  is that the bishop 
judged a certain grade o f  ta len t necessary to  m eet the 
demands of “ these fron tier circuits,” which, as yet, had not 
been upon the ground, and he took m easures im m ediately  
to meet the emergency. H e  righ tly  judged th a t the w ork 
had “ suffered the w ant o f his presence to  see the s ta te  o f 
matters,” and he provided to  bring  on the needed help from  
the conference to  assem ble a t B altim ore in the following 
autumn. The le tte r  is dated Ju ly  3,. 1793, and the confer­
ence sat October 20 o f  the sam e year. A t this conference 
a new district was constituted, consisting of only ' four 
charges, N orthum berland, Tioga, W yom ing , and Seneca 
Lake, and Valentine Cook was appointed to the charge o f  it. 
This was a wise and sa lu tary  arrangem ent. Cook was 
exactly the m an for th a t particu lar kind o f w ork which this 
new country required, and he had few  ̂ quarterly  m eetings, 
and consequently am ple tim e to  act the p a rt o f  a m issionary, 
and prepare the way for the organization of new circuits.

ME. COLBERT CLOSES - HIS LABORS ON WYOMING AND NORTH- 
« OMBBRLAND, GOBS TO THE NORTH, AND THEN LEAVES OUR

FIELD.

July 20, in an account o f a q u a rte rly  m eeting a t  A aron 
Hunt’s, at Nanticoke, M r. C olbert says : “ B ro ther C am pbell 
preached with liberty  and power. B ro ther Owen and I 
spoke after him. The L ord  was p resen t a t n ig h t; B ro ther 
Owen preached, several o f the friends prayed, and th e  win­
dows of heaven were opened. A n old P resby te rian  b y  the
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nam e o f  M oore, who came about th irty  m iles up  the river 
to  this quarterly  meeting, was in rap tu res o f joy , seeing so ~ 
m any people engaged w ith God.

'■^Sunday, 21. This was a glorious m o rn in g ; in the love- 1 

feast we had a  feast o f love. B ro ther J .  C am pbell preached, I 
B rother Owen exhorted, and I preached after him. F o r  the k 
first tim e in m y  life I  adm inistered  the L ord’s Supper. ,1 
This m eeting was held in  W idow  Bidlaok s barn . The j 
L ord  confines no t h im self to  the heavens, o r to  temples:^ 
b u ilt expressly for the purposes o f religious w orship, bu t is, 
found by  a ll his faithful follow ers in w hatever place he is 
sought w ith sincerity .”

Barns, for m any years after this, w ere comm on places 
for the holding of q u a rte rly  m eetings. M any a  barn , like 
th a t o f W idow  Bidlack’s in the case above referred  to, has 
been sanctified by  the presence and pow er o f God, and been 
the spiritual b irthp lace o f precious souls. Q uarterly  meet­
ings w ere ju s t beginning to  be  considered g reat occasions in 
the interior, and to  exert a  g reat influence on the public 
mind. The people cam e from  afar to a ttend them , and 
re tu rned  hom e full o f the H o ly  G host and o f faith. The 
one noticed b y  M r. C olbert was one o f a  series o f these 
m eans o f grace, which, w ithin the course o f a  few years;, 
w ere largely  concerned in the perm anent establishm ent o 
M ethodism  in W yom ing  and its surroundings. i

'■'■Wednesday, A ug. 7. I w as prevented  from  going tfl 
Berwick to-day to  preach, and stayed  a t C hristian Bowman’s, 
I t  was tru ly  delightful to see the people going from  house t« 
house and jo in ing  in the blessed exercise o f singing-.am 
prayer. O th a t this m ay  be the beginning of the best o 
days am ong them  ! F ro m  w hat has been said, I have som 
reason to  hope th a t m y  visit am ong th is people, since I lei 
Tioga, has been rendered  a  blessing, and if  so, m ay  I have) 
heart to  ascribe all the g lo ry  to  God, from  w hom  all gom 

com es.”
O n the nth  of June , 1792, when M r. C olbert was travel 

ing N orthum berland  circuit, he firs t v isited Christian Boil
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DUD. H e says he “ preached in the woods to  a  few people 
tkat came out.” In  som e notes on M r. C olbert’s journal, 
furnished us by  Jesse  Bowm an, E sq ., i t  is stated  th a t “ Chris­
tian Bowman had m oved into the neighborhood from N orth ­
ampton County, P a ., four m iles below  the W a te r  G ap on 
the Delaware, and w ith his fam ily, located a t the place here 
mentioned. H e  arrived  in A pril previous. I t  was alm ost 
an unbroken w ilderness; he was one o f  the first pioneers. 
Here he erected a ten t as a  tem porary  shelter, w hile p re­
paring and gathering m aterials for the new log house. 
There was then no house or other building in  which to  
preach, and this serm on, preached under the tent, w as the 
first ever delivered in  the neighborhood.” H enceforth 
“Briar C reek” was a place quite famous for M ethodism .

‘̂Saturday, 10, I spent in  reading m y  Bible, 'and the Life 
and Death o f Thom as W alsh .

Sunday, 11, I  preached a t  A aron H u n t’s, and in  the 
afternoon in the court-house a t W ilkesbarre . M ade a  
public collection, and go t 13s. 5cf. L aw yer Catlin, form erly  
an oppos^r o f the M ethodists, invited m e hom e w ith him, 
and treated m e kindly.

“ I received a friendly le tte r to-day from  M iss C hristiana 
Johnson, a young woman, I believe, o f  good sense, and o f  an 
excellent spirit. W h a t she has in friendship addressed to 
me in verse, I shall, for m y  own satisfaction, here insert 
verbatim:

‘ You, sir, have ventured thus to come 
A wild and craggy road.

Willingly left your former home 
To visit our abode.

‘ I  hope your labor ’ll not be spent 
In vain along our shores;

Nor you have reason to repent 
You came within our doors.

‘ And may your path -with flowers be spread, 
While through the woods you rove ;

May you with joy the carpet tread 
Throughout the Luzerne grove.

5Early Methodiun.
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‘ May Heaven grant you sweet repast—
Eeligion all your theme;

Make each day happier than the last 
Along the winding stream.

‘ And when these borders you do leave,
And can no longer stay,

May you a laurel crown receive 
That never fades away.’ ”

have copied these lines as illu stra tive  o f the times. 
M iss Johnson w as a  daughter o f  “ old p riest Johnson,” as 
he is called b y  the o ld  people who rem em ber him . He 
was a P resb y te rian  m inister, who came in to  the country 
w ith  the early  Y ankee se ttle rs, was in  F o r ty  F o r t  on the 
day o f the ba ttle , and w ent to  Jo h n  B u tle r’s headquarters, 
w ith  o thers, w ith a flag o f  truce, and assisted  in  negotiating 
the capitulation. H e  settled  in  W ilkesbarre , and some of 
his descendants are  there  still. The daughter, who wrote 
th e  above lines, becam e a M ethodist, m arried  a  Methodist,‘3 
and died in the M ethodist faith and in  the communion of 
the M ethodist Church. H e r  conversion to  Methodism 
affords undoubted evidence that, as a distinct form  o f Chris­
tian ity , i t  had already  attained considerable influence over 
the public m ind in  W yom ing . W e  have copied M iss Chris­
tiana’s rhym es to  M r. Colbert, no t because there  is much 
o f  the sp irit o f the M uses in  them , b u t as a  specim en of thfc 
lite ra tu re  and sentim ent o f  th a t early  period  o f the historj^ 
o f  our country. L ike the old patrio tic  ballads, it  is valu* 
able as a specim en o f  hom e-m ade poetry , as well as an 
evidence o f a rden t p ie ty  and generous hospitality .

M onday, A ugust 12, M r. C olbert m akes the first men­
tion of Benjam in Bidlack. H e  sim ply  sa y s ; “ I visited 
our b ro ther B enjam in B idlack in  Shavmey, who li«: 
very  ill.”

THORNTON FLEMING--- A TOUR TO THE LAKE COUNTRY.

' In  Septem ber o f  th is y ear M r. C olbert m e t “ the long 
expected T hornton F le m in g ” in  N orthum berland . This
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devoted minister, i t  seems, w ent to  the northern  frontier, on 
a sort of exploring expedition, in advance o f his appoint- 
ment as “ e ld e r”  in  th a t hard  field, which position he occu­
pies on the M inutes for the follow ing year. H e  passes up 
lie North Branch o f  the Susquehanna in  com pany w ith M r. 
Colbert, preaching a t Berwick, Salem , N anticoke, W ilkes- 
barre, and K ingston. These tw o p rim itive m issionaries m et 
at N orthum berland on the 10th o f Septem ber, and parted  
at Abram Goodwin’s, in K ingston, on the 24th  o f  the sam e 
month. Upon parting , M r. C olbert re m a rk s : “ This m orn- 
mg Brother F lem ing  took his leave o f m e. H e  is gone 
to explore the d reary  regions o f T ioga.” H e  penetrated  
the north far beyond “ the gloom y regions o f  T ioga,” into 
the lake country, w here new  settlem ents w ere scattered  
through the w ilderness, the hardy  se ttle rs sharing the 
country w ith the aboriginal inhabitants, whose neighbor­
hood was no t alw ays the m ost p leasan t o r safe. W e  shall 
have occasion to  speak fu rther o f this m an and his labors 
hereafter.

October 26, M r. C olbert notices his first m eeting w ith 
his “ new colleague, B ro ther T urck .” H e  rem arks th a t he 
“ preached a long b u t entertain ing m etaphorical serm on 
from Isa. xxi, 5. B ro ther P a y n te r  and I exhorted  after 
him.” H e p ro ceed s:

“ Sunday, 27. This m orning held a  love-feast; preached 
at Squire M yers’s. B ro ther P ay n te r preached on M atthew  
X, 32, 33. A fter him  I preached from  Luke xxii, 19, and 
administered the L ord’s S u p p e r ; B ro ther Owen assisted. 
Brothers P ay n te r and T urck  exhorted pow erfully .” The 
scene of the labors here recorded lay  b u t a few rods from  
the site o f the M ethodist Church and the W yom ing  Confer­
ence Seminary in K ingston. T he place is now occupied b y  
the descendants o f  the m an M r. C olbert frequently  m en­
tions, and calls “ m y  friend A bram  Goodwin.”

Mr. Colbert now followed M r. F lem ing  to  the north . 
He says;

“ Thursday, 29. I took m y  leave o f B ro ther T urck, and
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se t out on m y  jou rney  for the d reary  and  ice-glazed mount! * 
ains o f T io g a ; cam e as far as A bram  G oodwin’s.”

M r. C olbert m e t w ith  his o ld  friends in  Tioga, who 
greeted  him  w ith joy . H e re  he found “ B ro ther James 
Sm ith, a  good young Irishm an, w ho was on his w ay to  the 
lak es .” T his m an  was long a m em ber o f the Philadelphia 
Conference, and w as fam iliarly  called “ Irish  J im m y .” 

F ind ing  M r. F lem ing  a t  N ew  Sheshequin, and there 
assisting him  a t a  q u a rte rly  m eeting, M r. C olbert then made 
an excursion ou t betw een the Seneca and Cayuga Lakes. 
T he following account o f  his v is it to  G eneva is curious and , 
in teresting . “ G eneva,” he says, “ is a  beautifu lly  situated ■ 
little  tow n on the northw est corner o f the Seneca Lake. 1 1 
w ent to  M r. A nning’s, as I was d irected by  B ro ther Depew, 
an  acquaintance o f M r. A n n in g ; M r. A nning w as no t at 
hom e, and I felt th a t I  w as no t a t  hom e. B ut I felt that I j 
d u rs t no t leave the tow n before I had preached i f  I could 
g e t any place to  preach in. I asked M rs. A nning if  she W'as 1 
w illing to  le t m e preach in her h o u se ; she consented, though 
w ith  a  li t t le  re luctance; and considering the litt le  pains 
taken to  notify  the people, I had a la rge  congregation for 
the place. I was, thank G o d ! enabled to  preach w ith a degree 
o f  life and pow er. The people behaved as w ell as I could 
expect, considering all things, and spoke to  m e in  that 
friendly m anner th a t people who behave them selves with 
decency in a  strange country  ought to be spoken to.

‘̂■Thursday, November 19. B ro thers S m ith ,'C ole , andj 
m yself w ere w ell used a t  M r. M anning’s, w here we lodged! 
la s t night. T his m orning M rs. Jennings, the tavern-keep 
er’s wife, invited  us to  breakfast. I found the people ver 
friendly and agreeable. By th e  tim e I rode from  Genev 
to  the ferry on C ayuga L ake I was very hungry . I stoppe 
a t  the house on the w est side o f  the lake and asked foi 
som ething to eat, b u t they  to ld  m e they  had  no bread, 
p o t o f potatoes being on the fire, I w as g lad  to  get som e  ̂
them . B ut, to  m y  g rea t satisfaction, w hile I was sitting 1 
the potato  po t a m an cam e in  w ith  a  bag  o f  w heat flour (

es



A TOUR TO THE LAKE COUNTRY. 69
his back. I now procured som e b read  to  ea t and som e to 
take with me, and it  w'as w ell I did, for w hen I crossed the 
lake to Captain H a rris ’s, w here I lodged and took supper, 
they had no bread .” So it  w as then, in a country  w here the 
people now live on the finest o f  the wheat, and all have an 
abundance. In 1793 b read  w as scarce, and in  som e cases 
not to be obtained. W e  w ill follow our p ioneer p reacher a 
little farther.

'■'■Wednesday, 20. F ro m  H a rris ’s F e r ry  I rode  up  the 
east side o f the Cayuga Lake, through an Indian settlem ent, 
to a small place called Scipio. I  stopped a t  the W idow  
Franklin’s, and had preaching appointed a t  early  candle­
light at Squire P he lp s’s. T he people would no t a ttend  un til 
an arbitration w as ended, so th a t I becam e im patien t w ait­
ing for them and was about going aw ay, b u t w as persuaded 
to wait a little  longer, which I consented to  do. W h en  the 
people began to  come in I com m enced singing. A fte r sing­
ing and prayer I had a  house full, to  whom I preached from  
Eom. V, 19. The people w ere a tten tive until the la s t p rayer, 
when by the tim e I w as on m y  knees they  began to  pour 
out of doors as though tum bling  over each other. I knew  no t 
what to make o f it, b u t when I go t up  I w as enabled to  
account for the confusion, a  house nex t door b u t one being 
wrapped in flames.

“ Thursday, 21. R ode to  W illiam  G oodwin’s.
“ Friday, 22. I preached a t M r. A tw ater’s, and baptized 

a child for M r. K onkle. A t n ight preached a t R o b ert 
M’Dowall’s, a t the head o f the Cayuga L ake,” now Ithaca.*

“ Saturday, 23. I had  a  very  cold n igh t’s lodging la s t
• We have read with great interest “ Methodism in Ithaca,” by the late 

lamented Rev. C. D. Bnrritt. His general accuracy all must adm it; but 
on some points his materials did not furnish him with precise information. 
He truly makes William Colbert the first Methodist preacher who preached 
in what is now Ithaca. The year 1793 is right, but it was not “ on a pleasant 
morning in the month of June,” but on Friday evening, the 22d of No­
vember; that the event occurred. Mr. Colbert was not the “ junior 
preacher on Northumberland circuit,” but the preacher in charge on 
Wyoming. It is true that Mrs. M’Dowall “ soon became a Methodist,” 
and “ the first in Ithaca,” as Mr. Burritt informs us.
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night. I  go t very  little  sleep, so th a t I was obliged to rise 
early , especially as I  had a  long ride  before m e o f  more 
than th ir ty  m iles w ithout an inhab itan t to  A ndrew  Alden’s 
a t Owaga, [Owego,] on the no rtheast branch o f  the Susque­
hanna. I was fortunate in finding tw o fires on the road 
this cold m orning.

'■'•Sunday, 24. F e l t  unw ell la s t night, b u t through mercy 
w as enabled to  preach w'ith a  degree o f  life and pow er a t | 
A ndrew  A lden’s .”

M r. C olbert now  com m enced his re tu rn  journey . Froh 
Owego he cam e to  his friend N athan B row n’s a t Ne\( 
Sheshequin ; thence to  his “  old friend Baldw in’s a t W yalu 
sing,” w here he m e t “ B ro ther F lem ing .” O n ThursdayJ 
N ovem ber 28, he cam e to  M ason A lden’s a t  Meshoppeh 
Thence dow n to  W yom ing  he m e t w ith  several incidents ( 
a  som ew hat novel character, which he records.

“ F riday, 29. R ode from  M eshoppen to  Tunkhannoc^ 
w here I m et w ith S ister Sutton, who lives in Lackawann^ 
and  M rs. Benedict, a  B aptist sister. A s we w ere in a wik 
dem ess we had victuals w ith  us, and w ith a deal o f  satisfa« 
tion w e all th ree sa t dow n upon a  rock in the woods and ate 
our dinner. W e  then  crossed a  m ountain  over to  Lacka­
wanna. T he tim bers on the top  o f  th is m ountain  w ere bent 
over the road  w ith ice, b u t on the side o f  the m ountain we 
saw no ice. W e  traveled  un til n igh t cam e on, and very 
dark  i t  was. I w as under fearful apprehensions o f  having 
to  lodge in  the woods, b u t fo rtunate ly  w e go t to  Dr. 
Sm ith’s, S is ter S u tton’s father.*

* We read this adventure to Mrs. Bedford, iipon which her count&-,J 
nance brightened up, and she remarked: “ Irecollect it well; but 1 
has left out a part of the story. When it became so dark that thq 
were obliged to trust entirely to their horses, Mr. Colbert being in 
vance, his horse refused to go on. He spurred the animal, but he won) 
not advance another step. Whereupon he dismounted, and laying holdd 
a shrub, he reached forward his feet until he found he was upon the verj 
of a precipice. They changed their course and escaped being dashed I 
pieces. They were upon the brink of a perpendicular ledge of seven 
hundred feet in height.” I t  will be recollected that Mrs. Bedford ia | 
daughter of Mrs. Sutton.
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“ Saturday, 30. This m orning I  felt no freedom  to  call 
tie family together for p rayers, and cam e aw ay w ithout 
saying anything about i t  to  them . I rode to  B ro ther W a t­
ters’s, where I m et w ith B rother T urck.”

It was at D r. W illiam  H ooker S m ith’s th a t M r. C olbert 
lodged. The doctor was reported  a skeptic, and w ould 
not be likely to  propose p ra y e rs ; b u t he w as a  gentlem an, 
and, had his guest proposed it, w ould n o t have objected. 
Whether the course pursued b y  M r. C olbert was the b es t 
one may adm it o f som e question ; still i t  w as the one which 
most men would be  like ly  to  take under sim ilar circum ­
stances.

On December 2  M r. C olbert is a t  S tephen B aker’s, in  
Kingston, where he preached, and “ B ro ther T urck  form ed 
four bands.” B aker lived  on the old road  betw een F o r ty  
Fort and W ilkesbarre, on w hat is now called the Church 
place. This was thenceforth a  place o f re so rt and re s t for 
the preachers, and frequently  a  preaching place.

VALENTINE C O O K  COMMENCES H IS  LABORS IN  W YOM ING.

A new actor now com es upon the stage. I t  is th e  fa­
mous Valentine Cook. M r. C olbert takes the following 
notice of his coming and o f  the com m encem ent o f his 
labors:

Thursday, 5. I m e t w ith B ro ther Cook a t  A nning Ow­
en’s. He informed m e th a t I  w as appointed to  M ont­
gomery circuit, on the w estern shore o f  M aryland, the place 
of my nativity. A fte r m y  rough to u r into the lake coun­
try I felt very  w illing to  spend the w inter in  W y o m in g ; 
but a journey o f m ore than  one hundred and  fifty m iles 
to the southward lies before m e.

“ Friday, 6. I heard B ro ther Cook preach a t  Shaw ney. 
He is an excellent preacher and an excellent m an . I 
parted with him  and w ent on w ith  B ro ther T urck  to  A n­
drew Blanchard’s.

“ Saturday, 7. R ode to  Berw ick. T he L ord  has done 
great things since I was here. A  notorious backslider has
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been healed, a  sinner b rough t to  the know ledge of the 
tru th , and som e are  groaning for redem ption in the blood 
o f  Jesus ; and the L o rd  be  praised, I am  happy w ith them.

“ Sunday, 8. 1 preached a t Berwick, jo ined a  class o f diil- 
dren,' and rode to  Christian Bowm an’s. T his has been a 
happy day  w ith  m e.” ' '

H e re  we p a r t w ith  M r. C olbert for the present, b u t shaH 
find him  going over th e  sam e ground hereafter. v

I t  had been  only  a little  m ore than one y ear since h*; 
first w ent to  Tioga. D u rin g  th is period he had ranged 
through the vast te r rito ry  em braced within Tioga, Wyo­
ming, N orthum berland , and the lakes w ith the g reatest zeal 
and diligence, nursing  the feeble societies and proclaiming 
salvation to  the perishing w ith encouraging prospects, hut 
w ithout any m arked  success. H is  seem ed to  be  the work 
o f  p reparing  the w a y ; others entered  in to  his labors.

V alentine Cook had the reputation  o f a m an  o f  learning, 
and  no one doubted th a t he was -a m an  o f decided talents. 
H e  was “ full o f  faith and o f  the H o ly  G host,” and his ser­
m ons took th e  citadel o f  the heart b y  sto rm . The people 
in m ultitudes flocked to  hear him , and  the pow er o f God 
attended his preaching in a w onderful m anner. W hen  the 
w riter o f  these pages first cam e to  W yom ing , in  1818, 
there w ere m any people scattered  through the circuit who 
w ere converted b y  his in strum enta lity , and who regarded 
him  as a lm ost an angel. T’here a r e  still lingering upon the 
shore a num ber who rem em ber him  well, although m ost of > 
them  w ere m ere children w hen his pow erful voice echoed: 
among the valleys and m ountains o f  N orthern  Pennsylvanidi 
and Southern N ew  Y ork. A m ong the anecdotes which w«‘ 
recollect to  have heard  o f  the effects o f  his powerful sei«̂  
m ons was one concerning a  certain  'P resb y te rian  deacoa; 
The deacon w ent ou t w ith  the m ultitude to  hear the great 
M ethodist preacher. H e  preached in  a  grove, and th* 
m ass o f people w aved and fell before his trem endoas ora- 
to ry  like the trees o f  the forest before a  te r rib le  terhpest 
T he good deacon began to  feel n e rv o u s ; he thought ha
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would fly, bu t found his lim bs no t strong  enough to  ca rry  
him away. H e held up b y  a  tree  until the excitem ent had 
in a manner subsided, and then re tu rned  hom e, resolved 
folly never to pu t h im self in the w ay o f  such strange influ­
ences again. “ W h y ,” said he to  his good wife, “ if  I had un­
dertaken to get aw ay I should certain ly  have fallen m y  whole 
length on the ground.” U nder the im pression, o r pretend­
ing to be, tha t a  so rt o f charm  o r w itchery  attended  M r. 
Cook’s preaching, he could never be prevailed  upon to  hear 
him again.

ANTHONY TURCK.

• Anthony Tubck labored  in  the W yom ing  circuit this 
year with M r. C olbert, and being a  decided character de­
serves something m ore than a passing notice. M rs. Bed­
ford sa y s ; “ F a th e r T urck  w as a G erm an, a  p lain  rough 
man; was much engaged.”

The late Calvin W adam us, o f  P lym outh , was converted 
this year under the labors o f  V alentine Cook, and he 
was a great adm irer o f  “ D addy  T urck .” In giving som e 
account o f him  to  the w riter, years ago, he finished b y  
saying; “ O, he w ould clap his hands, and lift up his 
chair and dash i t  dow n on the floor, and call for the pow er 
until he made everything m ove— yes, he w ould.” The 
writer has heard the nam e o f  “ F a th e r T u rc k ” m entioned 
with great affection and reverence b y  the old M ethodists 
since his earliest recollections.

The Rev. Charles Giles, in his “ P ioneer,” gives an ac­
count of a quarterly  m eeting  in  B urlington, O tsego county, 
New York, and in  th a t account has a b rie f sentence in rela­
tion to this old school M ethodist preacher, which illu s tra tes 
the strong points in  his character. H e  say s : “ In the after­
noon of the same day  also a  m ighty  excitem ent w as felt 
throughout the whole a s se m b ly ; careless sinners becam e 
alarmed, and, though th e  rain  poured  down w ithout, they  
rushed in haste into the pitiless shower. E ld e r T urck , cme 
of the rough hewers o f those days, cried ou t to  them  th u s :
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‘ Sinners ! you are  chained ; if  you  ru n  from  the power of 
God the devil w ill have you.’ ”

A fter laboring in  his M aster’s v ineyard  for ten years he 
was called to  his rew ard . The following b rie f account of 
his character and death  appears in the M inutes for 1803:

“ A nthony Turck, o f Low  D utch  descent, a  native o f New 
Y ork s ta te ; he was received into the traveling  connection 
in 1793 ; a holy  and devout m an, indefatigable and success-1 
ful in his labors, subject to  g rea t afflictions and t r ia l s ; hê  
expressed som e tim e before and in  his la s t illness an in- 
creasing sw eetness in  com m union w ith  God. H is  death 
sickness w as short and sev e re ; b u t notw ithstanding, he gave 
to  them  th a t attended him  g rea t m arks o f  patience, resigna­
tion, and v ic to ry  in  death. H e  departed  th is life March 
13, 1803, in  F reeho ld  circuit, M onm outh county, New 
Je rsey .”

T his year Jam es Thom as stands connected w ith Tioga, 
and a  new  circuit appears upon the M inutes, called Seneca 
L ake, and Jam es S m ith  is the preacher. The w ork now 
rap id ly  extended am ong th e  new  settlem en ts east o f the 
Cayuga and betw een the Cayuga and Seneca Lakes.

In 1794 J ames P aynter traveled  the W yom ing  circuit. 
This m an  w as som ew hat advanced in life ; was a good 
preacher, and w as bo th  acceptable and useful. M rs. Bed­
ford sa y s : “ H e  w a s .a  m an o f few w ords ou t o f  the pul­
p i t ;  was alw ays exceedingly g rave.”

Christian and T hom as B owm an had invited the preachera 
to  establish  a  regu lar appoin tm ent a t B riar Creek, whithw: 
F a th e r P a y n te r  was directing his course in  one o f  his regular j 
rounds, b u t being overtaken by  the darkness of the nighU 
he found him self lost in  the  woods. H e  lifted  up  his voioB 
and m ade the woods ring. H e  w as w ithin the hearing oH 
the  hospitable dom icile o f  Thom as Bowm an, w ho promptlH 
lighted a  handful o f  pine splinters, and se t off for the purJ 
pose o f relieving the w eary  and perplexed itinerant. Greai 
w as the preacher’s jo y  w hen he saw  the lig h t approachinJ 
and heard the well-known voice o f  h is friend. H e  cou]j|
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jow moralize upon the im portance o f his own mission, th a t 
of guiding the poor lost w anderer from  the w ilderness o f 
this world to his home in heaven.

Mr. Paynter traded his horse in Berwick, and was im posed 
upon with a refractory, tricky  horse, which th rew  and badly  
bruised him. H e  w as perhaps fifty years old a t the 
time. The m an who defrauded him  th a t sum m er lo s t a  
■wry valuable horse by  -a fall on a harrow , which was con- 
iidered by m any a providential re tribu tion . Som etim es the 
providence of God visits w icked m en in a  w ay to  bring  the ir 
sins to their rem em brance, and to  cover them  w ith  disgrace.

THE WORK AT THE NORTH.

The work progressed  rap id ly  a t the no rth  this year. 
Mr. Burritt says ; “ This y ear M r. A lexander, th e  grand­
father of Rev. M anly Tooker, cam e in to  the country  from  
Pennsylvania, and settled near the spo t now occupied b y  
the village of -Lansingville, th irteen  m iles no rth  o f  Ithaca. 
He had been an a ttendant upon the Episcopal Church, b u t 
his daughter, who afterw ard becam e M rs. Tooker, and who 
still survives,* was received into the M ethodist society, and 
baptized by Anning Owen while y e t in Pennsylvania, so 
that she was properly  the first lay  m em ber o f  the M ethodist 
Episcopal Church who cam e into th a t region. N o t long 
after their arrival M iss A lexander heard  in  som e w ay th a t 
there was to be a M ethodist preacher a t w hat is now called 
Ithaca on a certain Sabbath. F illed  w ith zeal, she was so 
successful as to persuade quite a  num ber o f persons to  set 
out with her on the Sabbath  m orning for the m eeting. N ine­
teen, we are told, m ade this novel journey in  a flatboat from  
the starting-place to  the southeast corner o f  the lake, and from  
thence on foot, creeping as they  best could through the bushes, 
for there were no roads in  those days. W hen  they  arrived  
they were greatly disappointed in  learning tha t the preacher, 
who was no other than V alentine Cook, had ju s t concluded; 
hut soon rejoiced b y  obtaining a  p rom ise from  him  to  

■* She has since gone to rest.
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preach to  them  in h a lf an hour. In  th e  mean tim e Mr. 
Cook, w ith a few others, w alked aw ay from  the gathering 
to  the cabin o f M r. H inepaw , w here he sa t down to  rest 
W hile  there  he was" offered som e b read  and b u tte r as a re­
freshm ent, which he declined ; b u t soon after observing a 
child eagerly  devouring som e o f  th e  sam e, he fell to  exhort­
ing those p resen t to  have the sam e appetite  for spiritual 
things. W hen  their serm on w as concluded the company 
s ta rted  for their hom es, b u t w ere no t able to  reach them 
th a t night. W e  are  to ld  th a t they  ta rried  on the w est side 
o f  the lake, and finished the jou rney  on M onday.

“ The preaching w as in the M ’D ow ell house, which was 
the stopping-place o f the w eary  itinerant. T ow ard the close 
o f the y ear A lw ard  W h ite  was sent on the circuit, but does 
no t seem  to  have preached regu larly  in  Ithaca, a t least not 
till the la tte r  m onths o f the conference year, w hile instead 
we hear o f  Jo h n  Bfoadhead and Cornelius M ars, called by 
som e ‘ thundering M ars,’ on account o f his m anner of 
preaching. H ow  Broadhead cam e to  be  in the region we 
cannot discover, as -his nam e on the M inutes is se t to Nor­
thum berland  c irc u it; b u t p robab ly  he w as sen t north  by 
his presiding elder for an especial w ork.* The name of 
M ars does no t appear on the M inutes a t all.

“ A t the sam e tim e T hornton F lem ing  was appointed 
presiding elder o f a d is tric t com posed o f  Tioga and Seneej 
circuits and N ova Scotia, which la tte r  p a r t he probably 
v isited b u t once, as we hear o f h im  often in th is region. 
V alentine Cook, how ever, continued to  be elder over most 
o f  his form er charge, and v isited  Ithaca quite often in codm 
pany w ith F lem ing . '  - v

“ Broadhead began to  m anifest, even then, the great p iH  
p it abilities for which he afterw ard  becam e so noted* 
W ith  a  large com m anding person, and a  clear, sonoronif 
voice, he captivated all hearts, and sinners trem bled  as he I

* It is more likely that he had not yet entered npon his duties 
Northumberland. The conference at which he received his appointme™| 
to the charge sat in October, and this was his first year, v



described the awfiil scenes o f  the approaching judgm ent. 
Thus from Sinai he hurled  the thunderbolts o f  divine de­
nunciation and s ta rtled  the slum bering conscience; b u t 
this was not all his pow er, for he could speak from  Zion 
too, and w ith touching tenderness p o rtray  the sad and sol­
emn scenes o f C alvary , w hile w ith  irresistib le  pow er he 
pressed the weeping m ourner to  the Saviour. U nder such 
preaching occurred th e  first revival in  Ithaca, for four or 
five were soon converted, and ere long a class o f  eighteen 
formed, whose nam es w ere as fo llow s: M rs. M ’D ow all, 
Peter Vanorman and wife, G eorge Sager and his m other, 
William and R ichard  P angburn , E lias D e  P ew , A bram  
and Mary Sm ith, Catherine H inepaw , M r. Jackson  and R a­
chel, his daughter. D r. Sim ons, G a rre tt Shoem aker and 
wife, and Cornelius Shoem aker and his* wife. M ost o f this 
number lived tw o or th ree m iles ou t o f the settlem ent, b u t 
all met for class and preaching a t  M ’D ow all’s .”

The following "account o f the introduction o f M ethodism  
into Benton, Y ates Co., N . Y., and the beautiful sto ry  o f 
two brave girls w alking thirty-five m iles through the woods 
to attend a quarterly  m eeting, is taken from  an artic le  by  
Dr. F . G. H ibbard , published in  the N orthern  Christian 
Advocate. T here w as a  heroism  in those good old tim es 
which is not now in the C hurch ; o r perhaps we should say, 
does not manifest itse lf in the sam e w ay. Circum stances 
have changed, and so have the m anners and habits o f the 
people.

“ The first society w as organized in the fall o f 1793, and 
consisted of ten m em bers, n a m e ly ; E z ra  Cole, S abra  Cole, 
Eliphalet H ull, H uldah  H u ll, M athew  Cole, D elia  Cole, 
George W heeler, M artha W heeler, S arah  Buel, Lois Cole. 
Most of these have fallen asleep ; b u t Sarah Buel, M artha  
Wheeler, and D elia  Cole, now D elia P e ttit , still rem ain  to  
witness the power and grace o f G od to  this generation also. 
While their public assem blages w ere generally  accom­
modated in  the p rivate  house o f  B ro ther W heeler, their 
quarterly meetings w ere m oved about to  accom m odate
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circumstances. T he second and th ird  quarterly  meetings 
held in Benton, and p robab ly  the second and th ird  in the 
G enesee country , as i t  was then  called, w ere held in tha 
house o f  E lip h a le t H u ll, then resid ing on F lat-street, abouis 
tw o m iles from  Benton C enter. B u t hum ble as was thei 
ex ternal condition, and devoid o f th a t p restige which at̂  
trac ts  a  w orld ly  mind, they lived in  the freedom  and powW 
o f the G o sp e l; and few as they  w ere, they  kep t the rules of 
D iscipline. A t the ir love-feasts, for the g rea ter retirement^ 
and to  preserve the p rim itive  M ethodist order o f closedi 
doors, they  assem bled in  an upper room , w here from the 
en tire  circuit tw en ty  o r th irty  persons m ight be found 
convened. B ro ther H u ll w as their first class-leader. He 
was a  faithful and stab le  m an, a  noted  singer and a 
happy  C hristian, and his labors and exam ple w ere blessed 
to  th e  Church. ■

“ I t  m ay  w ell be  im agined th a t going to  q u a rte rly  meet­
ing in  those days w as no luxury  to  th'e flesh, however 
refreshing to  the spirit. F ro m  variab le  distances within a 
hundred m iles the people m et, traversing  Indian paths, 
guided by  ‘ blazed trees ’ through a  w ilderness roam ed by 
the panther, the wolf, the bear, the deer, no t to  speak o f the 
coy and treacherous reptile . S till, as early  as 1794 many 
new roads w ere laid  out, and the hand o f  civilization begaft 
to  show itse lf in  various public im provem ents. This y 
also the county o f  S teuben was created  from  the souther 
d is tric t o f old O ntario .

“ The tow n o f  Bath, S teuben county, began to  be  settle 
in  1793, in  the m id st o f  a  vast w ilderness; and in 1796 thi 
section for eight m iles around contained above eight hundre 
souls. A m ong its  first stu rd y  occupants was Jo h n  Chan 
bers. H e  had experienced religion, and him self, wife, an 
tw o daughters, A nna and P o lly , had been m em bers o f thi 
Church, before coming to  B ath. These, w ith an eld( 
b ro ther, composed the fam ily.

“ In the m onth o f  M ay, 1795, a  qua rte rly  m eeting was t 
be  held in Benton, and A nna and P o lly , the form er sixtei
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years and the la tte r  fourteen, a rden t in  their first love, and 
hungry for the w ord o f life, entreated  perm ission to  attend. 
The distance was about thirty-five m ile s ; b u t as boats then 
plied up and down the Crooked L ake about tw enty  m iles o f 
the way, and w ith the ir b ro ther to  a ttend them , it  was 
deemed practicable, and paren ta l consent was obtained for 
the journey. The b ro th e r and sisters w ere to  m eet a t  the 
head of the lake and em bark  together. F u ll o f  buoyant 
hope, the girls set ou t upon their journey  and reached the 
place of rendezvous in  tim e, b u t to  their inexpressible g rief 
and disappointment, a ll the  boats had le ft on the ir down­
ward trip. This was an unexpected calam ity. W h a t should 
they do 1 B rother had no t y e t arrived, and for a  while 
they stood perplexed, w helm ed in sorrow . T heir hearts 
were fixed on the qu a rte rly  m eeting, and they  had b u t too 
eagerly anticipated once m ore hearing the w ords o f  life, 
and mingling their souls and voices w ith  the hum ble, w or­
shiping band. To re tu rn  hom e, and thus defeat a ll their 
anxious hopes, was m ore than they  could endure.

“ No preaching had y e t been had in Bath. Y et to  proceed 
by land, and on foot, seem ed a rash  and insuperable under­
taking. A forest stretched before them  of over tw enty  
miles in length, through which b u t an im perfect path  lay , 
and as yet but one wagon had ventured through— an achieve­
ment much talked of in those daysf^^Tn the m iddle o f  th is 
forest was a log tavern, a ‘ ha lf w ay house,’ the only hum an 
dwelling that cheered the long and lonely distance. W ild  
animals and reptiles y e t d ispu ted  the righ t o f soil against 
the invading foot o f civilization, and the equally  w ild Indian 
yet strolled along his ancient lakes and hunting grounds, 
reluctant to leave them  forever for the d is tan t W est. Be­
sides, brother had not arrived, and if  they  ventured  on foot 
at all, his protecting a rm  seem ed necessary. Y et, after 
weighing all these circum stances in  tearfu l and p rayerfu l 
anxiety, they concluded they w ere able to  endure the fatigue, 
and their desire for the w ord o f  G od p re v a ile d ; they  re­
solved to start for the quarterly  m eeting. T heir b ro ther
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they  knew w ould follow, and perhaps soon overtak#^ 

them .
“ The day  was wasting, and they  had no t a  m om ent to lose. 

A  friend instructed  them  to  keep th e  lake in sight all the,i 
way, and they  w ould no t lose th e ir path , and w ith these 
slender prospects they se t ou t for the m eeting. The sud,| 
was already fast dipping the w estern sky, and the shadows ; 
o f  evening began to fall around, before our travelers reached . 
the half-way house. T ears and doubts w ould sometimes 
rise, and a t length the fearful possib ility  o f having to pass 
the n ight in the open forest, exposed to  the prow ling wolf 
o r the stealthy  panther, flashed across the mind. The  ̂
younger, girl-like, w ept, b u t the e lder reso lu tely  encouraged, 
her drooping sp irit and they  urged their w eary w ay forward.; 
O n they w ent, through tangled shrub, and fen, and fallen 
trees, praying, fearing, hoping. A t length, ju s t a t  the set­
ting  in  o f night, th e  rude though welcome ‘lodging-place, 
in  the w ilderness for w ayfaring m en ’ appeared in sight. 
T heir sp irits  now revive. T hey approach, and en ter with 
m any apologies for their forlorn and unprotected appearance, 
explain to  the good landlady the object o f  their journey, and 
th a t they  a re  daughters o f M r. Cham bers, o f Bath, and their 
b ro ther is expected to overtake them . The lady  welcomed 
them  in, inform ed them  she knew  their b ro ther, as he had 
traveled  th a t road, and assured them  they  should be hospit 
ab ly  entertained and protected .”

“ Scarcely had her kind w'ords a llayed the embarrassmen 
and fears o f  our young heroines when the b ro ther himself 
arrived, ou t o f breath , w ith his coat on his arm , in greS 
agitation. A s he opened the door and saw his sisters h 
sprang forw ard and clasped them  in his arm s, exclaiminj 
‘ O m y  sisters, I never expected to  see you again ! 1 su|
posed you wmre lo s t.’ They soon, how ever, compose 
them selves to  rest, and in  the m orning our th ree  pilgrini 
resum ed their journey  w ith  renovated  sp irits . A t the f<x 
o f  the lake they crossed the ou tle t on floating logs aq 
fallen trees, and arrived  in  good season a t  the humble Iq
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house of R obert Chism, a M ethodist resid ing a t the no rth  
part of the p resent v illage o f  P en n  Yan, where the house 
of Dr. Judd  now stands. H e re  they  w ere cordially, re ­
ceived, and joined in  the services o f  a  watch-night. V alen­
tine Cook, the presid ing elder, w as there. N ex t m orning 
they journeyed on to  Benton, four m iles farther, and en­
joyed the long anticipated q u a rte rly  m eeting. These tw o 
sisters are still alive. They are  bo th  w idows : the elder is 
the widow of the la te  B ro ther Briggs, o f M ilo, Y ates county, 
and the other the w idow  of the la te  M r. N ichols, o f  the 
same place: both  having lived faithful to  G od through a  
long life, are now patien tly  w aiting in  joyfu l hope o f  th a t 
‘better country, which is the heavenly.’ ”

GREAT QUARTERLY M EETINGS ON W YOM ING C IR C U IT , 1795.

A quarterly m eeting was held this y ear a t  A m os P a rk s ’s, 
in Salem, of which M rs. Bedford has glow ing recollections. 
In relation to  i t  she s a y s : “ I received inform ation from  
Boss Hill tha t there w as to  be a  qua rte rly  m eeting th is side 
d  Berwick, and I was urged to  go. I t  was la te  in the fally 
and a light snow fell the n igh t before. D ariu s  W illiam s, 
Captain Parish  and his wife, Sophia Gallop, (long known 
subsequently as A un t V ia Sm ith,) and I m ade up  the com­
pany. Below P ly m o u th  i t  was all woods, w ith  no ro a d ; 
we were on horseback and followed a  m ere foot-path. W e  
put up on Saturday n ight w ith a  M ethodist fam ily this side 
of the place o f the m eeting, b u t arrived  on Sabbath  m orning 
in time for the love-feast. I have forgotten who was the p re­
siding elder,* bu t M r. Jew ell was on the circuit a t  tha t tim e .f

♦ It was Valentine Cook.
j  Joseph Jewell was received on trial in 1795, and it seems probable 

that he was employed by the elder in 1794. Mrs, Anna Briggs, of Milo 
Center, says she was converted when Joseph Jewell was upon the cir- 
cait, at a quarterly meeting in the meeting-house below Buttonwood, and 
that Alward White succeeded Mr. Jewell. Mrs. Briggs’s maiden name 
was Chambers, andshe joined the class at Philip Jackson’s. Mrs.Briggs’s 
story, which we took from her lips, proves our theory with regard to Jew­
ell’s appointment to Wyoming. Valentine Cook was undoubtedly the 
presidiDg elder on the occasion of which Mi's, Bedford speaks,

£arW M ethodism . 0
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• “ M r. P ark s , his wife, and daughter N ancy, w ere memhen. 
W e  had a tru ly  in teresting  season, and w e w ere subse- 
q u t^ tly  inform ed th a t m any w ere added to  the Church fis 
the fru it o f  the m eeting. T he nex t day  we returned  home, 
and A shbel W a lle r  and his wife accom panied us. Snow 
and ra in  together w ere falling, ju s t enough to  m ake it un­
com fortable ; b u t we enjoyed so m uch o f  the presence of 
God th a t we considered this b u t a  sm all m atte r. The Lord
w as tru ly  w ith  us.

“ W hen  w e cam e to  the  creek i t  w as so sw ollen that it 
seem ed im passable. W e  a ll sa t for a  m om ent uponOT 
horses crying to  G od to  help  us. A t leng th  D arius Wil­
liam s threw  up  his a rm s tow ard heaven, and cried out,
‘ T he L ord  w ill carry  us through.’ T he m en then rode 
th rough  and w e followed them . W e  crossed the angry 
stream  w ithout harm .

“ T hat n ight w e all stayed a t  D arius W illiam s’s and had 
a  prayer-m eeting. S is ter W^ailer had been under douhU 
and fears, b u t th a t n ight they w ere all rem oved, and she 
shouted ‘ G lo ry  to  G od!’ H e r  husband fell upon the floor, 
crying, ‘ G lory  ! g lo ry  to  G o d !’ and praised  the Lord with 
all his m ight for w hat he had done for his wife, and for the 
m anifestation o f  his pow er am ong us, for i t  w as tru ly  great.

A nother o f  M r. Cook’s g roat q u a rte rly  m eetings wai 
held in  the u pper p a r t  o f K ingston in  1795. This was the 
th ird  y ear o f M r. Cook’s labors on the d is tric t which in­
cluded W yom ing  circuit, and w as still m ore successful than 
either o f the preceding. A lw ard  W h ite  was stationed on 
the circuit, and was v e ry  useful. H is  quarterly  meeting 
still lingers in the m em ory  o f som e who w ere led to the 
place b y  th e ir pious m others, they  them selves being chil­
dren. M rs. Bedford’s account o f this m eeting is as follows! 
“ There was a  quarterly  m eeting held in K ingston, a t Philig 
Jackson’s. H e  then lived on the place now  owned and on 
cupied b y  P isher G ay. V alentine Cook w as the presiding 
elder, and A lw ard W hite  w as the circuit preacher. Thi 
q u a rte rly  conference was held  up stairs. W e  heard them
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shouting and praising the Lord. M y  m other, Betsey D en­
nison, P o lly  D ennison, C lara P ierce, P o lly  P ierce, and 
myself w ent in to  an adjoining room  and looked in, w hen 
we saw them  all ly ing on the floor. The one near the door 
said, ‘ Sisters, come in .’ W e  w ent into th e  room , and as 
soon as we entered the place we all fell, so w onderfully  was 
the power o f  God m anifested on th a t occasion. Jam es Car­
penter, who was no t then a professor o f  religion, cam e in to  
the first room , and we asked him  to  come in, b u t he w ould 
not. H e told us afterw ard  th a t he did no t dare to  come into 
the room, for he knew  th a t i f  he had stepped over the 
threshold o f the door he w ould have fallen.

“ The next m orning in th e  love-feast i t  seem ed as i f  all 
the members, both  preachers and people, w ere filled w ith the 
love and pow er o f  God. A fte r love-feast E ld e r Cook 
preached a m ost pow erful serm on, and B ro ther W h ite  gave 
out an earnest and m oving exhortation. The w ork  now  
went on rapidly and spread far and wide.”

In those days qu a rte rly  conferences w ere no t m ere m eet­
ings of business, b u t w ere occasions o f  searching examina­
tions and fervent p ra y e r ; and the official m em bers often 
came from them , like M oses from  the m ount, reflecting the 
divine glory. N o w onder th a t a t  a  q u a rte rly  conference 
where all were overw helm ed w ith  adoring w onder, the w ork 
of God should receive a ne\^ im pulse.

BLACK WALNUT---ELDER STURTEVANT.

Mrs. Bedford s a y s : “ M y father then lived in  E xeter, 
and I was able to  go to o ther places to  m eeting  often. 
About this tim e I  visited m y  b ro th er W illiam , who lived 
above Black W a ln u t B ottom , now known b y  the nam e o f  
Lacyvjlle. H e  had experienced religion, and had gathered  
a class of about a dozen persons. I found them  very  happy 
in religion. Old E ld e r S turtevant, a  B ap tist m inister, had 
given out an appointm ent on a particu lar Sunday  to  preach 
to both M ethodists and B aptists. H is  object w as to  unite 
then\ together as one people. I to ld  som e o f  ou r b rethren
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th a t I thought we should get a  d rubbing  th a t day, and th 
w e m ust cry  to  the L ord  for help, for we should need it.  ̂
The elder took for his tex t Jo h n  x, 1 :  ‘ V erily  I say unto 
you, he th a t en tereth  n o t b y  th e  door in to  the sheepfold, 
b u t c lim beth  up som e o ther w ay, the sam e is a  th ie f and a 
robber.’ Then he to ld  us the w ay to  come in a t  the door 
w as to  believe and be baptized b y  im m ersion. H e  gave 
us quite a  long discourse on the subject.

“  A fte r the serm on w as finished m y  b ro ther w ent out j 
and opened his hym n book, when we all gathered around I 
him . S is te r Young, one o f  the m em bers o f ou r Churchjj 
cam e to  m e crying b itte rly , and saying : ‘ E ld e r Sturtevant j 
w anted us to  be  united  as one people, b u t he has now shut! 
up  the door.’ Then I  said to  h e r : ‘ This rem inds m e of the j 
w ar betw een the Pennam ites and Y ankees. The Pennamitt 
to ld  our people th a t if  they  w ould lay  down their arm s the^ 
w ould be  one. O ur m en la id  dow n their arm s, w'hen ’ 
Pennam ites took them  up, and bound our m en and sent theij 
to  ja il.’ Then I shouted, ‘ G lo ry  to  God ! they can neithei 
b ind  us no r send us to  ja il.’ M y  b ro th er sang an appro 
p ria te  hym n, when w e w ent in to ' the house and stood uJ 
and sang another hym n. The L o rd  showed who his peopl^ 
w ere th a t day. T here w as a good m any o f  E ld e r Sturk 
van t’s people w ho stayed  w ith us, and appeared very  friendly! 
b u t seem ed ra th e r g loom y. Then w e w ent in to  anotha 
room  and held a class-m eeting. A fte r singing and praya 
we arose and to ld  our experience— such pow er and love I 
was m anifested. T he experiences w ere to ld  w ith such clei 
ness th a t i t  w as evident th a t the w ork  w as o f  God. 
b ro ther spoke to  th e  m em bers o f  the B ap tist Church wU 
w ere present. T hey  said th a t they  had once enjoyed religia 
b u t now did n o t as they  w ished to. H e  then  spoke to . 
A gard, a  B aptist m inister, and he to ld  p re tty  m uch the i 
s to r y ; b u t he encouraged us to  go on, as he thought ’ 
w ere righ t.”
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fe, REVIVAL IN WILKESBARRE.

5 This year there  w as an outpouring o f  the S p irit in  the 
borough o f  W ilkesbarre , and m any w ere converted. Som e 
of those who w ere the subjects o f  the w ork w ere hard  cases, 
but they w ere thoroughly  renovated, and m ade b righ t C hris­
tians—steady and useful m em bers o f  the Church— who died 
as they lived, in the faith  o f the G ospel. B u t the w ork was 
not confined to  th is class ; it  en tered som e o f  the b e s t fam­
ilies, and shook the strong  foundations o f  infidelity. T hree 
ladies of character w ere the subjects o f  the w o rk ; tw o o f  
them were prevented  from  uniting w ith the society b y  the 
prejudices and opposition o f  the ir h u sb an d s; b u t the th ird , 
Mrs. Duane, fought her w ay  through, and identified h erse lf 
with the little  despised com pany. She was the widow o f  
Tiihothy Pierce, who was k illed  in the Indian b a t t le ; and 
she was subsequently  m arried  to  M r. D uane, who a t  the 
time was skeptically  inclined, and  w as a  b itte r  persecutor 
of the M ethodists. W e  are  happy  to  learn  from  M rs. 
Denison, o f K ingston, a  daughter o f  Benjam in C arpenter, 
whose name has been m entioned before, th a t D uane was 
converted tow ard the close o f  his life “ up the river,” and 
expressed him self as “ only  w ishing to  live th a t he m ight 
tell the world th a t there  is a  rea lity  in  religion.” This 
information is refreshing; b u t h is to ry  m u s t be  just, and for 
that reason we have m ade m ention o f  his ea rly  opposition 
to Methodism.

This man, D uane, had the reputation  o f  laying a p lan  to  
fumigate the little  com pany o f'M ethod is ts  w ith  brim stone, 
and drive them  from  their hum ble sanctuary . F ro m  w hat 
we had heard o f this feat, m any  years ago, w hen the 
persons who came down from  those tim es w ere num erous, 
we always supposed i t  was successful; b u t i t  m ay  be  p re ­
sumed that M rs. Bedford gives us the  tru e  version o f  the 
story. I t is as follows :

“ W hen the great revival was in  W ilkesbarre , E ld e r  Cook 
and Brother W hite  w ere the preachers. O ne night, when
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E ld e r Cook w as preaching, a  num ber o f persons agreed to 
sm oke them  out w ith  b rim stone m atches. These matcheo 
w ere m ade b y  winding a  cloth, o r paper, around a  stick, and 
rolling it  in m elted  brim stone. T heir p lan  was to  light these 
m atches and th row  them  dow n the chim ney. The person 
who w as appointed  to  carry  ou t the project w ent upon the 
roof, and l i t  his m atches, and from  som e cans* le t go his 
hold and slid  down the roof, and cam e to  the ground matches 
in  hand in  the m idst o f  his com panions. The fum es of the, 
burning brim stone alm ost stifled them , and they  had to nut 
for life. I t  did no t m olest the m eeting, for the worshiper* 
knew  nothing about i t  un til the  persons concerned in the 
scheme to ld  o f i t  them selves, when it  m ade a g rea t deal of 
am usem ent for both  sain ts and siim ers.”

T he conference y ear 1795 closed M r. Cook’s labors on 
w hat— after the d is tric t had a nam e— w.as called Susque­
hanna d is tric t. T he parting  scene a t  R oss H ill we shall 
g ive hereafter, from  a  co tem porary  w itness. A s Mr. 
Cook re tu rned  no m ore to  th is field, this w ill be  the appro­
p ria te  place to  notice m ore  p articu la rly  his h isto ry  and 
character.

SKETCH OP VALENTINE COOK.

V alen tine Cook w as one o f the ex trao rd inary  m en raised 
up  in  this coun try  to  form  the character o f  society while 
our civil and ecclesiastical institu tions w ere in the ir infancy, 
G od never w ants agencies for the accom plishm ent o f his 
g rea t designs. H e  selects in strum ents and adapts them to 
the ends which he proposes to  accom plish. The history of 
the church is rep le te  w ith  evidences o f  this t r u th ; and in the 
h is to ry  o f M ethodism , m ore  em inently  than in th a t o f any 
o ther form  o f C hristianity , does i t  appear th a t the special 
providence o f G od w as concerned in  'calling and  qualifying 
m inisters during the early  and m ore critical period  of i 
existence.

Cook was in all respects a m ost ex trao rd inary  man, 
w as exactly suited to  m eet a  pressing dem and a t  man
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points, and particu larly  upon the frontier. H e  was born  
in Pennsylvania, and b rought up in  W este rn  V irginia. 
He was early  addicted to  hunting and conversing w ith  na­
ture in her deep so litudes; and b y  wandering, and often 
lodging in the woods, he acquired a  boldness and a  hardness 
of muscle which fitted him  for a  life o f  privation  and 
endurance. W hile  a lad he exhibited strong  evidence o f  an 
active and vigorous m ind. H e  read, he thought, he studied. 
The Bible was his principal book, b u t no t the only  one. 
He became concerned for his soul, and was led to  C hrist for 
salvation b y  the M ethodist preachers. H e  was opposed and 
jeered by  his father and friends, b u t adhered to  his “ new  
religion,” as i t  was called, w ith such tenacity, th a t his father 
finally becam e convinced th a t his son had a conscience in 
the m atter tha t should no t be  forced from  its  chosen channel. 
Young Cook was thankful for the lib e rty  which his father 
gave him, o f  serving G od in his own way w ithout m olesta­
tion, bu t was no t contented w ith  being left to  himself. H e  
now commenced offensive operations. H e  g rea tly  longed 
for the salvation o f  his friends. H e  proposed to  se t up 
family prayers. T his was read ily  conceded, for God had 
already heard him  in heaven, hnd begun to  w ork  upon the 
heart o f his father.

The extraordinary endow m ents o f  young Cook w ere soon 
so developed as to  convince all th a t he w as destined to  a  
high sphere o f usefulness. C okesbury  College had ju s t 
commenced its short b u t b rillian t h istory , and here  the 
young man was sent to  gain a com petent education to qualify  
him for the g rea t w ork o f  the m in istry  to  which he felt 
himself called. H e  left the college p robab ly  in 1787, and 
immediately commenced his labors as an exhorter, and to  
his great joy  soon saw m uch fru it o f his earnest appeals.

Mr. Cook was adm itted  into the traveling  connection in  
1788, and traveled C alvert c ircu it; in  1789 he traveled  
Gloucester; in 1790, L ancaster; in 1791, B e rk e le y ; in 1792 
he stands on the M inutes connected w ith P ittsb u rg h , b u t was 
laboring on C larksburgh when B ishop A sb u ry  called him

f



88 EAELT METHODISM.

aw ay to  W yom ing  and the no rthern  frontier. The nextj 
year, 1793, he w as ordained elder, and was p u t in  ch 
o f  a d istric t. ,

W e  have given som e sketches o f  his labors upon this nei 
field, to  which, as M r. A sb u ry  rig h tly  judged, he was i 
pecially  adapted.

The sp irit in  which he prosecuted  his labors in the new a 
uncultivated regions o f the north , and som e o f  the hardship 
which he endured, m ay  be  gathered  from  an original letfe 
published in  the N orthern  C hristian  A dvocate for Augui 
25, 1858. M any thanks a re  due to  the b ro ther who re! 
cued this le tte r  from  oblivion. W e  give his brief, bill 
p ertinen t in troduction to  the le tte r  in connection with I 
le tte r  i t s e l f :

“ D ear Brother H ibbard,— I have succeeded in transcribl 
ing from  the m utila ted  original the following letter. I |  
th ink  I have every  w ord. W e  learn  from  i t  something ofl 
th e  hardships o f  L ife  in  the Itinerancy in this section sixty-1 
four years ago, and th a t the sin o f  dram -drinking was nd 
looked upon w ith indifference even a t  th a t day.

“ V ery  tru ly  yours, M yron Cole.
“ Benton Center, A p ril S, 1858.”

“ To James Smith, P re a c h e r  in th e  Lakes C ircu it.
“ Very D ear Brother,— ^These h ints m ay  enable youtoj 

form  som e idea o f m y  circum stances. I have now walked! 
near six ty  o r seven ty  m iles, and am  w ithin ten m iles of 1 
head o f  the lakes, a t  M r. W eib u rn ’s, who I somewh 
expect w ill lend m e a beast, as I am  obliged to  leave mjj 
horse w ith b u t sm all hopes o f his recovery. Yesterday I 
w alked upw ard  o f  th irty  m iles in  m ud  and  w.ater, heiî  
w et all day w ith o u t; y e t heaven was w ithin. G lo ry  to  God| 
I had three tem pters to encounter, the devil, the  mosquitom 
and  m y h o rse ; and the ra in  and m y  w et clothes were mfl 
elem ent, and G od m y  co m fo rte r,, and v ictory  m y  white 
horse. H itherto , O L ord, hast thou been m y  helper, and I 
tru s t  thou w ilt save to  the end.
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“ Brother r ie m in g  is to  take m y  appointm ents through 
'fioga. I mean to  overtake him  i f  possible, and get him  to 
attend the quarterly  m eetings dow nw ard in m y stead, and 
so return to  the Lakes circuit in  a  few weeks, a ll which I 
shall have to do afoot i f  I can’t  g e t a  horse. You can fix 
your circuit as you th ink  best, b u t only appoin t for your­
self till I come m yself, o r send one. I f  B ro ther F lem ing ’s 
horse should no t be  recovered I shall have to  go on. M y 
trials are furious, b u t I am  not discouraged. I hope you’ll 
pray for me. I t w ould be necessary when you m eet the 
dasses to examine closely and urge union, and give a  close 
exhortation a t the end o f  the m eeting, enforcing and pressing 
the several duties o f the m em bers. T h a t class-leader a t 
Appleton (not B rother B aily) has been intoxicated. I  w ould 
not admit him, even on tria l, w ithout verbal obligations th a t 
he will not drink another drop, excepting in cases o f  med- 
idne, and that him self shall no t b e  physician in  the case. 
If you can get a  class, i t  w ould be  w ell to  m ake B rother 
Baily leader. I thought the D iscipline w ould s tir  them . 
Satan is not willing they should be M ethodists, for he know s 
their sins will get no re s t am ong us.

“ I am, as ever, sincerely and affectionately in  Christ,
“ Valentine Cook.

What language could be fram ed into the form  o f  a  eulogy, 
by the greatest m aster o f  rhetoric, which w ould give a b e tte r 
idea of a great soul, than  the sim ple, unstudied, and una­
dorned tale given in  th is le tte r. Such was the m an, and 
such his work.

His fervent p rayers, his powerful serm ons, his g rea t 
meekness and charity, and his profound know ledge o f  m en  
and things, carried a m ighty  influence, and m ade deep and 
abiding impressions. A ll felt th a t a  g rea t m an  had m ade 
his appearance in the hum ble garb  of a  M ethodist preacher. 
His work was to save souls. H e  took no rew ard  for his 
services; his friends a t the south replenished his w ardrobe
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as occasion required . H av ing  com pleted his three years 
hard  w ork am ong the m ountains and valleys o f the w 
Susquehanna and the northern  lakes, he recrossed the Alleg! 
nies, w here he served tw o years as “ elder, and in 17! 
he w as sent as a m issionary  to  K entucky. During 
y ear he was m arried  to  M iss A bigail S laughter.

T he excessive labors o f M r. Cook had now so wrou: 
upon his physical constitu tion  th a t he was no longer a1 
to  endure the hardships o f  the heavy charges o f that peri( 
and in 1799 he located, and stands so reported  in the Minui 
for 1800.

D uring  the subsequent p a r t o f  his life he was generi 
engaged in teaching in academies, for which he was eminent^ 
qualified. S till he preached C hrist w ith  unabated zeal 
g rea t success.

D r. Stevenson, M r. Cook’s biographer, says ;
“ H e  finally rem oved to  Logan county, Kentucky, wh( 

he perm anen tly  settled  his rap id ly  increasing family on 
sm all farm som e three m iles no rth  o f  R ussellville. B  
he rem ained to  the day  o f  his death, teaching, sometimes i 
town, and a t o ther tim es in  his own im m ediate neighl 
hood. In  a ll these different positions and relations 
shared to  the fullest possib le extent the respect and coi 
dence o f  the people as an able, devoted, and self-sacrifici 
m inister o f the G ospel  ̂ while as a  teacher he was regard) 
e s  am ong the m ost com petent and successful in  the cob 

try . H e  had the honor o f num bering  am ong his pupi 
som e who have subsequently  been distinguished as emini 
physicians, law yers, and statesm en.”

“ But,” says the doctor, “ the preaching o f the Gospel, 
the instrum ent ordained o f G od for the accomplishment) 
hum an salvation, was his one g rea t work. However I 
m ay have been em ployed, w hether a t the handles ofl 
plow , in the schoolroom , w orkshop, o r presiding over 1 
in terests o f a  college, the w inning o f  souls to  Christ by t 
proclam ation o f his tru th  w as the all-absorbing theme ofl 
m editations, the g rea t cardinal object to  which his thougb eti
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efforts were constantly  directed. A t a ll tim es and in

wery place, he was ready to  preach Jesu s and him  cruci­
fied. By day and b y  night, during the week, as w ell as on 
the holy Sabbath, he was ever ready  to  proclaim  the g lad 
tidings of salvation to  a perishing w orld. To him  the place 
was nothing. W henever the people w ere assem bled and w ill­
ing to hear, whether in the church, the court-house, the school­
room, or the market-place, in  the palaces o f  the rich  and the 
hovels of the poor, to  the slaves in the ir quarte rs as w ell as 
to the vast m ultitudes on the camp-ground, he w as never 
found unprepared to  preach the unsearchable riches o f Christ. 
No ordinary circum stances could preven t the full and faithful 
discharge of his du ty  in  th is respect. H is  m ovem ents w ere 
never affected b y  the inclem ency o f  the season. T hrough 
summer’s heat and w in ter’s cold, m id  falling ra ins and 
driving snows, he was alw ays a t  his appointm ents, holding 
forth in strains o f  m elting  sw eetness the G ospel o f  the 
grace of God. The conversion o f sinners, w hether poor o r 
rich, learned or illiterate, bond o r free, was the all-engross­
ing subject of his thoughts and the all-controlling in ten t o f  
his life. H is word, w hether in the pulp it, the class-room, 
the prayer-meeting, o r the social circle, a t  a ll tim es and in 
every place was ‘ quick and pow erful, sharper than  any  
two-edged sword, piercing even to  the dividing asunder o f  
soul and spirit and o f the jo in ts and m arrow .’ W herever 
his lot was cast he w as the in strum ent o f bringing m any to  
the knowledge o f the tru th . T hrough his in strum en ta lity  
the ignorant were enlightened, the unbelieving convinced, 
the careless awakened, and weeping penitents pointed to  
‘the Lamb of God th a t taketh  aw ay the sin o f  the w orld .’ 
Like his blessed M aster, he was constantly  ‘ going about 
doing good.’ The m in istry  and m em bership  o f the Church 
everywhere felt the  potency o f  his exam ple, and in  m any 
instances were led to  p u t on the arm o r anew for the 
battle.

“ Prayer-meetings w ere established, classes revived, soci­
eties raised up, and new Churches organized wherever his
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labors w ere em ployed or his influence felt. There 
hundreds, and perhaps thousands, s til l liv ing througho 
the g rea t W est, who, under God, a re  indebted to the 
strum enta lity  o f  V alentine Cook for a ll th e ir hopes 
im m orta lity  and eternal life.

“ W e  w ill no t be  surprised  a t  this when it  is recollec 
th a t few m en ever read  the H o ly  Scrip tures w ith so m ' 
anxious solicitude to  understand, practice, and proclaim 
‘a  w orld  oC sinners lo s t’ the w hole counsel o f God. 
B ible w as his constant com panion, a t  hom e and abroad, 
public and in  private . O ther books he read  as oppor" 
ity  served and occasion required, b u t the B ible he r 
every  day. W h e th e r found in his p riva te  study, the sch 
room , the  field, o r the forest, he alw ays had the precio 
volum e a t  com m and. H e  w as often observed  poring 
its  sacred pages when traveling  on horseback as well as 
foot. So thoroughly  was he posted in  the teaching of 
insp ired  penm en th a t no passage could be  called for 
he w as no t ab le  to  repeat, o r to  which he could no t turn 
a  few m om ents. O f  him  i t  m ay  in  tru th  be said he 
‘m ighty  in  the S crip tures.’ In  the pu lp it he usually 
nounced the book, chapter, and verse  o f  his quotation- 
and when he deem ed i t  necessary, as he som etim es did, fi 
the  establishm ent o f  an im portan t position o r doctrine, 
was tru ly  astonishing w ith w hat facility ho could call 
his proofs from  all th e  different p a rts  o f  the insp 
volum e.”

M any instances w hich illu s tra te  his w onderful power 
a preacher have been re la ted  to  us by  those who heard 1 
while he labored  in  th is te rrito ry . O ften opposers w 
struck dum b and som etim es fell to  the ground. Th* 
circumstances gave rise  to  an idea th a t he had the po 
o f  enchantment, and th a t i t  w as dangerous to  come n 
him . The vfenerable Charles H arris , still living, inform 

• us th a t he had received such im pressions, b u t still resolv 
to  go, and hear and see for him self. H e  attended a m* 
ing  a t  Col. D ennison’s, and  on entering the house M r . '
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and Alward W hite , who was then on the circuit, w ere 
ainging. H e soon began to  feel a  strange trem o r pass over 
him. “ There,” said he to  himself, “  the w itchery is  com­
ing.” But he was too t r a v e  to  run, and he supported  him- 
sdf through for th a t tim e. A n instance re la ted  b y  h is 
biographer had m any parallels in  our field. I t  is as fol­
lows :

“A t a camp-meeting held in Southern K entucky, w hile 
Mr. Cook was preaching on these w o rd s: ‘ Because there is 
wrath, beware le s t he take  thee aw ay wfith his s tro k e ; then 
a great ransom  cannot deliver thee,’ a  gentlem an arose in  
the congregation and exclaim ed, under g rea t excitem ent: 
‘Stop! stop till I can g e t ou t o f th is p lace !’ M r. Cook 
immediately paused, and said, ‘ L e t us p ray  for th a t m an .’ 
The gentleman sta rted  from  his place, b u t ju s t as he reach­
ed the outskirts o f  the assem bly  he sank to  the earth  and 
began to cry aloud for m ercy .”

Mr. Cook’s g rea t pow er lay  in  the sim plicity  and force 
of his language, the earnestness o f  his sp irit, his powerful- 
sympathy, and his firm  hold on God. N o one ever com­
plained that the language o f  this g rea t m an  was above his 
comprehension; no one listened to  his glow ing eloquence 
without feeling th a t he u tte red  the deep convictions o f his 
own m ind; none doubted th a t he w as m oved by  love for 
the souls of m en in  his selfsacrificing labors. A ll who 
heard him felt th a t he cam e freshly  charged w ith a  com­
mission from heaven, and th a t G od w as in  the w ords he 
uttered. Such w ere his habits o f com m union w ith  God 
that his manners appeared to  the uninitiated w holly inex­
plicable. M rs. Bedford says th a t on one occasion, as a com ­
pany were returning from  a  g rea t m eeting  in  K ingston, 
Mr. Cook rode on before them . H e  entered  the N arrow s 
between Kingston and E xeter, and w as soon ou t o f  sight. 
A turn in the road b rought h im  in to  view , w hen he  was 
reeling from side to  side like a drunken m an. H is  hands 
were sometimes clasped, and a t  o thers raised tow ard  heav­
en, and his eyes directed upw ard. T he old lady ’s ex-
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( planation was the tru e  one. “ H e  was ju s t as h ap p j as he 
could be, and thought no one saw  him  b u t his Savioor, 
w ith whom he w as holding sw eet com m union.” This mao- 
ner o f the good m an w hile traveling  the highway actuaHy 
led to  the slanderous rem ark  o f an enem y th a t “ the old 
d— 1 was drunk .” “A h,” added M rs. B., after giving the 
solution, “ he was no t drunk, b u t was filled w ith the Holy 
G host.”

U pon the peculiarities o f M r. Cook his b iographer says;
“ V alentine Cook had his peculiarities, and we might 

add, his eccentricities also . Being a lm ost constantly  ab 
sorbed in  thought, and, w ithal, having a m ind so consti­
tu ted  th a t when d irected  to  any  p a rticu la r subject he 
seem ed to  lose sigh t in a g rea t m easure o f everything else, 
he was generally  regarded as an absent-m inded man. It 
w as re la ted  o f  him  that, soon a fter his m arriage, his wife 
accom panied him  to  one o f his appointm ents. Afta 
preaching an excellent serm on he m ounted  his horse aa 
rode  back to  the residence o f his father-in-law, where the 
w ere then living. W hen  he entered  the hall-door Mri  ̂
S laughter very  na tu ra lly  asked him  w hat had becom e ofhii, 
wife. H e  was deeply m ortified, and im m ediately  started! 
back in p u rsu it o f her. W hen  th ey  m et, perceiving thj 
her feelings w ere very  m uch wounded, he b u rs t into tear 
and m ade every  explanation th a t the na tu re  o f the ca 
w ould adm it, assu ring  her th a t for the fu ture  he would tt 
to  do b e tte r, which he no d oub t d id ; b u t to  little  or 1 
purpose: the like  occurrences m arked  his whole histor 
notw ithstanding his oft-repeated efforts to  divest himself o 
the liability .

“ H e  was frequently  know n to  leave his horse tied  up i 
the woods, o r safely housed in  the stab le  o f  some frien 
w here he had preached, and w alk  all the w ay  home, neve 
once thinking o f his horse, un til in terrogated  on the subja 
b y  his wife or children. O n one occasion he started  for a 
appointm ent some six o r eigh t m iles from  his residena 
W hen b u t a short distance from  the chapel a t  which he wl

9 4
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to preach he turhed aside into the barrens, as was his cus­
tom, for the purpose o f  spending a  w hile in p riva te  devo­
tion. On rem ounting his horse and re turn ing  to  the road 
be unwittingly took the w rong end, and w as jogging along 
toward home, hum m ing a favorite tune, when m et b y  som e 
of his friends who were going to  hear him  preach. ‘ W ell, 
brethren,’ said the old gentlem an, v e ry  p leasantly , ‘ are  you  • 
not going the wrong w ay^’ They thought not. ‘ W e  are  
going to Bibb’s Chapel to  hear you preach, and this is cer­
tainly the right road .’ H e  appeared m uch astonished, b u t 
yielding the point he tu rned  about and accom panied them  
to the church, being much m ore inclined than any o f the 
company to laugh a t his blunder.

“ During the earthquakes, o r ‘shakes,’ as they  w ere 
commonly called, w ith  which m any  portions o f  the W est­
ern country were v isited  in 1811 and 1812, on a dark  and 
stormy night, when the ea rth  was rocking and reeling  to  
and fro like a drunken m an, M r. Cook is said to  have 
sprung from his bed and sta rted  to  the door. H is  wife, 
fearing that he was about to leave the room , excla im ed;
‘ 0  my dear h usband ! you  are no t going to  leave me, I 
hope V He rep lied : ‘ I f  m y  L ord  is coming I can w ait for 
no one.’ ”

Mrs. Bedford gives an instance o f  his absence o f  m ind 
not quite so strange as the above instances, b u t still o f the 
same class. H e had left an oil cloth cloak w ith her to  be  
lined, and some other articles o f clothing w ere also  depos­
ited with her a t the sam e tim e. W h en  he was a t  her 
father’s house for the las t tim e M rs. S u tton  said to  her 
daughter, now M rs. Bedford, “ W e  w ill see w hether B ro ther 
Cook will think of his clothes.” T hey  w aited until he had 
bid them adieu, and given them  his blessing, w hen he was 
reminded of his cloak, etc. H e  seem ed to  aw ake as from  a 
dream, and thanked his kind friends for the ir care o f  his 
interests, and taking the articles he tu rned  his face tow ard  
the south, and they saw him  no m ore.

Bishop Morris says o f  M r. Cook th a t “ he w as em phat-
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ically  a  m an  o f p ray e r and faith, and, like Enoch, walkej 
w ith God. P erhaps no m an o f  m odern  tim es was moil 
deeply im bued  w ith  the sp irit o f  grace, had mori? expert.: 
ence in  ‘ th e  deep things o f God,’ o r felt m ore deadness 
the w orld  than  V alentine Cook. O ne consequence was, h» 
som etim es betrayed  absence o f  m ind  in  commonplace mat̂  
ters. Indeed, when he re tired  for secret devotion, ju s t befoil 
public service, his friends had to  w atch him , o r he woul ^
p ray  till after the tim e  appointed  for h im  to  commeM »
preaching.”

“ W hile  B ro ther Cook w as rem arkab le  for solemnity  ̂
bo th  o f appearance and deportm ent, there  was, in his nati 
ra l com position, a spice o f  eccentricity sufficient to  atti 
attention , b u t n o t to  d estroy  his m inisterial influence, 
one occasion he com m enced his public discourse in a com 
tr y  place thus : ‘ A s I w as rid ing along the  road  to-day 
saw a  m an  w alk ou t in to  his field w ith a yoke under  ̂
a r m ; b y  the m otion o f  the stick  he b rough t up  two hd “
locks, and placed the yoke upon them . A t another place ^
saw an ass standing b y  a com -crib, w aiting  for his dailj '' 
p rovender.’ Then he read  fo r his tex t, ‘ The ox knoweS 
his owner, and the ass his m aste r’s crib, b u t Israel doth nd 
know, m y  people doth  n o t consider.’ Isa. i, 3. H e  was I  ̂
ready  m an, had a  fru itfu l m ind, and, no doubt, what li I  

had seen on the w ay suggested the subject o f  his discourse
A nother o f  his characteristics w as a  fondness for musi 

D r. Stevenson says : i
“ M r. Cook w as rem ark ab ly  fond o f  music, instrument 

as w ell as vocal. H e  w as a  good singer himself, ai 
w herever he w ent encouraged the young people esp< 
ia lly  to  learn to  sing, never forgetting the apostolffi injun 
tion, ‘ with the S p irit, and w ith  the understanding also.’ H 
used to  say th a t he never felt fully p repared  for preachis 
un til he heard a good old-fashioned hym n, o r evangelia 
song w ell sung. W h ile  he lived in  the  tow ns o f Kentucl 
he w ould som etim es s it for hours a t h is w indow by nig^B )' 
listen ing  w ith the m ost intense deligh t to  the soft and ®
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bw strains o f the flute and violin, o r to  the m ore sh rill and 
percing notes o f the clarionet. W h en  he resided in  the 
vicinity of Russellville, the young m en o f the town, know­
ing his fondness for music, w ere in the hab it o f giving him  
serenades at late hours o f  the night. O n such occasions 
they always received a  cordial welcome, and  w ere m ore 
than remunerated for their trouble  b y  his fatherly  coun- 
sds, which were usually  given in  a  m anner so very  
impressive as never to  be  erased from  their m em ory . In­
cidents and anecdotes re la ted  b y  th is venerable apostle  o f  
Methodism are still recited  w ith peculiar in terest by  sofne 
who participated in  those nocturnal visitations. B ut o f  M r. 
Cook’s peculiarities we have said enough, perhaps too much, 
idthough a volume m igh t be  filled w ith such m a tte r .”

Mr. Cook, when he had becom e venerable for age, and 
considering his end near, desired to  m ake a  to u r to  the 
East and visit the  scenes o f  his form er labors. In  the 
autumn of 1820 he carried  ou t th a t project. H e  m ounted 
his' horse in the sp irit o f the ancient M ethodist chivalry, 
which fired the souls o f  W esley  and A sbury , and which 
so strongly marked his character and m ovem ents when he 
altered the W yom ing V alley, nearly  th irty  years 'befo re . 
Well mounted, and equipped w ith his saddle-bags and 
pocket Bible, no young itineran t ever left hom e w ith a

: lighter heart than did he.
' iA s he commenced this m ission the old adversary  re- 

idved to prevent his success, and, as the good m an subse- 
^ n t ly  related the affair to  the Rev. D r. D rake , proceeded 
upon a well-considered plan, b u t after a ll was unsuccessful. 
Here is the s to ry :

“ The day I left Uniontown and com m enced the ascent o f 
the Alleghany Mountaitos, the devil came to  m e and said : 
‘You are one of the m ost learned m en o f  the M ethodist 
Church; your fame has already reached the eastern  cities. 
If you will change your m anner in the p u lp it a  little , m ake 
your discourses m ore erudite, you r sty le  m ore  florid, your 
manner less earnest and boisterous, you will be adm ired by

Early M«lhodiem. *7
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the lea rn ed ; the papers w ill be  filled w ith your praise. 
N ew  Y ork, Philadelphia, and B altim ore  will throng the 
churches w here you  preach.’ ‘A h, Satan, is tha t you? 
said the venerable m an, as he reined  up his horse to  a stand­
still • “  ‘ I w ill go no t one step  farther unless you leave.’ 
Leaving the road  a  few hundred yards, 1 found the bottom 
o f a  deep ravine, w here I  thought m yse lf safe from  obser- 
v a tio n ; I  dism ounted, tied  m y  horse, fell on m y knees, head 
to  th e  ground, (the  snow w as abou t six inches deep.) '
had been there  b u t a  few m inutes when the devil again 
acdbsted m e, and s a id ; ‘ Y ou look for all the  w orld likeh 
b e a r ;  (his dress w as a b lack  overcoat w ith long cape;) 
som e hun ter w ill soon see you  and shoot you.’ 1 sprang; 
up  and looked in  every  direction for the hunter, b u t saw b|  
one. ‘ A h, Satan, th a t’s you again. L et them  shoot, I wi|
n o t leave till you leave.’ ”

“ H e re  he w restled  for a  long t im e ; here he go t the 
to ry . S atan  w as bruisOd beneath his f e e t ; angels came 
m in istered  to  him . H e  w ent on his w ay rejoicing, resol 
to  ‘ preach the preaching ’ which his M aster bade him, 
ou t any  reference to self-aggrandizem ent.

H e  passed through Lexington, Cinciimati, and Pittsb;
H is  b iographer s a y s :

“ F ro m  P ittsb u rg h  he w ent on to  N ew  Y ork, Phil 
phia, and fi;om thence to  B altim ore, w here he remained 
ing th e  p rincipal p a r t of the w inter, preaching to  the 
crow ds th a t flocked to  hear him . A  gracious revival 
lowed his labors. Scores and hundreds w ere awakem 
and converted to  G od through his instrum entality .

In th is tr ip  he did no t v isit W yom ing , as so great a 
tance ou t o f  the d irec t course which he had marked 
w ould have added too m uch to the labo r o f his journey.

H e  w asdn the city  o f B altim ore during the session of 
Conference o f 1821. O f his appearance and labors on' 
occasion we have received the following particulars 
the R ev. Gideon Lanning, then a  m em ber o f the Baltl 
Conference, who w as p re s e n t:
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. “ In 1821 or 1822 Rev. V. Cook visited several places 

of his early m inistry , and cam e to  B altim ore while the Con­
ference was in session. H is  appearing am ong us was fraught 
with as much in terest as was th a t o f the coming o f  T itus. 

I It was announced th a t he w ould preach a t 3 P .M ., and the- 
L Jl^ge church on E u taw -stree t was filled w ith  anxious hearers, 
^^ Ifin y  of whom w ere preachers, and several o f  them  com- 
HpiDions of his early  toils. A t the appointed hour he ap- 
P ^ea red  in the pulpit, a  venerable s ta lw art figure, ‘ clothed 
I  with humility,’ w ith a countenance beam ing w ith benignity. 
I JSead his hymn in an artless m anner ; singing over, he began 

to pray, and soon prayed  ‘ the heavenly blessing down 
gave out his text, ‘ W hereas I was once blind I now see.’ 
Every eye was fixed upon him , and soon suffused w ith tears ; 
the heart was thrilled, and began to  m elt. B y  seeing and 
hearing this man o f  God, I obtained a c learer view o f  th a t 
Scripture, ‘ full o f faith and the H o ly  G host,’ than I had 
ever received before. F ro m  th a t conference I w'ent to a 
charge in Virginia. I had heard o f  a  g rea t revival on a p a rt 
of that circuit a few m onths before. On m y  arrival they 
tdd me how it was brought ab o u t: V alentine Cook had 

! ieen there visiting, and he preached to  the people, and w ent 
• ftom house to house talking to  them  about* Jesus,’ and per- 

jading them to become C hristians.”
» ■ Mr. Cook was kind-hearted and loved peace, b u t he was 

lot the man to desert his colors in the hour o f peril. H e  
was a clear-headed m an, a m aster o f  logic, and when tru th  
was assailed by the abetto rs o f  e rro r he was on hand for a 
crave defense. H e  had tw o controversies in the course o f 
lis life which are considered as having exerted a  deeided 
jed wide-spread influence upon the cause o f M ethodism  in 

, 4 eW  st. One was before he cam e to W yom ing , and the 
other was subsequently. T he first was w ith a  m in ister o f  
die Scotch Seceders, upon the issues betw een the C alvinists 
and Arminians; and the second was w ith a B ap tist m in ister 
m the subject o f baptism . H is  argum ent on bap tism  is 
published in an Appendix w ith his M em oirs, and is in some
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respects original, and in  its m ain points quite concb^

The debate, i f  such i t  should be called, w ith the bcoi 
divine was a  singular affair. H is  assailan t had probabl; 
been aroused b y  th e  popu larity  o f  the young itinerant,"" 
sen t ou t a challenge to  all the w orld, th a t is, a part of 
w orld, th a t p a r t em bracing M r. Cook and all the rest of 
A rm inians. M r. Cook fe lt h im self called upon to meet 
cham pion in  the open field, and  an appointm ent was accoi 
ingly m ade for a public debate. The champion came 
w ith a g rea t flourish o f  trum pets. O n finding the cor' 
gation, who had  assem bled in the woods, impatiently 
ing, he gave them  this apology : “ I’m  here in am ple time 
give the youngster a dose from  which he’ll no t soon recover, 
U pon eying the plain, unpretending M ethodist preacher, 
exclaimed, w ith  rude  and haughty m ien ; “ W h a t ! is this 
young m an  who has had the im pertinence to  assail thedi 
trines o f  grace 1” “ N o, sir,” replied  M r. Cook, “ I hr 
never assailed the doctrines of grace, though I have ento 
m y  p ro tes t against the p rom inent peculiarities o f the ''

vinistic system .”
T he haughty  Scotchm an w ould enter into no arrangement 

to  secure fair p lay  in  the fight, b u t w as b en t upon killing 
tjie strip ling , and then  leaving the field w ith glory, 
accordingly proceeded w ith  a furious tirade  against Wesl 
and h is system  for tw o hours, when he took his seat coi
p letely  exhausted.

M r. Cook opened his p a r t o f the act w ith  a fervent prayi 
after which he com m enced his defense w ith som e trepidati' 
A s he proceeded, how ever, his confidence improved, 
defense o f W esley  and his follow ers took hold of the 
o f the vast crow d before him , and such was the evidi 
effect upon them  th a t the learned divine could not coot 
himself, and springing to  his feet he vociferated: “ Wo| 
w olf! w olf in  sheep’s c lo th ing !” B u t h is writhing 
baw ling were o f no avail. M r. Cook proceeded, and 
people listened. H is  voice im proved in  compass, and

100
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■gument rose in brilliancy and pow er, until the old p lat- 
rm shook and  seemed crum bling to  atom s. T he poo r 

:flld dominie could endure the pelting o f  the sto rm  no longer, 
“d hastily arose, and w ith w hat voice he had leth, baw led 
t: “ Follow me, follow me, and leave the b abb le r to  hirn- 
If.” It was a failure. O nly tw o or th ree followed the 

learned parson, while the dense crowd rem ained and listened 
with astonishment to the a lm ost superhum an eloquence and 
overwhelming dem onstrations o f the young o rator. The 
people were upon their feet, and w ith stra ined  eyes and 
open mouths gave breathless attention to  the discourse to 
its close; and when M r. Cook took his seat the crow d w ere 
in tears, and for some litt le  tim e rem ained m otionless. I t  
was a perfect trium ph; the fame o f the young preacher spread 
far and wide, and his praise was in the m outh  o f a ll, no t 
excepting the orthodox o f ‘ au ld  lang  syne.’ One demanded, 
“Did you ever hear such a  m a n ? ” “ N ever,” w as the 
answer. One stern old C ovenanter was, how ever, p ro o f 
against all the influences o f the occasion. A s he was re ­
turning from the novel scene he heard so m any  expressions 
of admiration of the young preacher th a t his pious ho rro r 
koke loose: “ Sirs,” said he, “ I perceive th a t ye are  in 
great danger of being led captive by the de’il a t  his w ill. 
Ha’e ye never read how th a t S atan  can transform  him sel’ 
kto an angel o’ light, th a t he m ay, i f  i t  w ere possible, de- 

! the very elect ? I te ll ye, sirs, he’s a  dangerous mon, 
Uid the less ye ha’e to  do w i’ him  the b e tte r for us a’.” 
Well done, Davey D e a n ; tha t’s orthodox !
; The facts of the above sketch w ere repo rted  b y  Bishop 
■Merts, who was present, and are found in D r. Stevenson’s 

ck. In relation to  the resu lts  o f  this singular and interests 
- encounter the doctor rem arks ; “ I t  is 'well known to  those 
to are acquainted with the early  h isto ry  o f  M ethodism  in 

Western Pennsylvania, th a t this controversy was the m eans 
«f opening to her m inistry  a ‘ g reat and effectual door ’ o f 
usefulness. From  that day forw ard the M ethod ist Church, 
in all that mountain range o f country, has been rap id ly
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advancing in num bers and influence. The tru th  o f this 
m ark  could be  read ily  established b y  -the testim ony 
m any liv ing w itnesses w ere it  deeined necessary.”

M r. Cook had for some tim e labored  under an impression 
th a t he should soon be  called to  his rew ard, b u t i t  was not 
w ith him  a m atte r o f painful concern. H is  end was befitting 
such a  life as he had lived, and such a  character as he had sus­
tained. The account given b y  his b iographer is as follows;

“ A  sh o rt tim e previous to  h is death  he attended a  camp 
m eeting som e eight o r ten  m iles from  home. A s usual, 
he labored  w ith g rea t zeal and success. H e  preached on 
the Sabbath  to  a vast crowd, from  these w ords : ‘ F o r  our 
ligh t affliction, which is b u t for a m om ent, w orketh  for us a 
far m ore  exceeding and eternal w eight o f  g lo ry .’ 2  Corin­
thians iv, 17. A fter a  solem n and very  im pressive pause, he 
lifted his eyes to  heaven and said : ‘ W h a t ! ou r affliction  ̂
w ork  for us a weight o f  glovy !— a f a t  move exceeding ani, 
eternal weight of'g lory P  and added, ‘ I  believe i t  w ith al| 
m y  heart, because thou, O God, h as t revealed i t  in tlhi 
blessed volum e.’ The effect upon the congregation is s ^  
to  have been very  rem arkable, and the discourse throughoi^ 
has been  represented  as am ong the m o s t able and effectivn 
th a t he ever delivered. T his w as the la s t sermon he 
preached, as I w as inform ed b y  his w eeping widow a few 
m onths a fter his death.

“ O n his re tu rn  hom e from  th is m eeting he was violently 
attacked w ith  bilious fever. H is  case from  the first wM 
considered doubtful, and  finally hopeless. Conscious of hk 
approaching dissolution, he called his wife and children 
his bedside, and after taking a la s t earth ly  leave of 
fam ily, he com m itted  them , w ith  m any expressions o f ( 
fidence, to  the guidance and protection  o f  A lm ighty  Go 
ness. W hen  asked by  one o f  his neighbors, a  few moments 
before his death, how he felt, he answ ered, ‘ I scarcely 
know ;’ and then added, ‘ W h en  I th ink o f  Jesus, and of 
living w ith him  forever, I am so filled w ith  the love of God 
th a t I scarcely know w hether I am  in the body or out of
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the body.’ These w ere the las t w ords th a t ever fell from  
his lips. H e died as he had lived, ‘ strong  in  faith, giving 
glory to God.’ ” *

We have no date o f  the death  o f M r. Cook, o r account o f 
his age when he left th e  w orld. These a re  m a tte rs  o f com­
paratively sm all m om ent, still w e w onder th a t his biogra­
pher has om itted w hat is so usually  found in  connection 
vith every life and death  which is w orthy  o f  a  record. 
Bishop M orris, no t v e ry  confidently, gives, w hat m u s t be  
near the truth, the date  o f  M r. Cook’s death som e tim e  in 
the year 1823. H is  age, i t  is probable, w as n o t far from  
sixty.

CHAPTER V.

t RESULTS--- CHAEACTEES.
V alentine Cook had gone, b u t the fru it o f  his labors, and 

that of his predecessors and coadjutors, rem ained. The 
first class, as we have seen, w as organized b y  A nning 
Owen, at Boss H ill , in  1788. C aptain E benezer P a rish  
was appointed leader. H e  w as the first M ethod ist class- 
leader in W yom ing, and for several years did good service 
to the Church. H is  house w as the regu la r preaching place, 
and he had the honor o f entertaining B ishop A sb u ry  the 
first time he visited the valley . H e  w as fond o f  com pany, 
and was finally betrayed  b y  his old habits, and m ade ship­
wreck of the faith. A postasies are  severe tr ia ls  to  the 
Church even mow, in her s tren g th ; b u t how m uch g reater 
must the afflictions which she endured from  such sources 
have been when she was feeble.

A class had been form ed in the upper p a r t  o f  th e  se ttle ­
ment, perhaps in the la tte r  p a r t o f the y ear 1792. A bram  
Goodwin, Benjamin and G ilb e rt C arpenter, a  G erm an b y  
the name of Rosecrantz, Stephen Jenk in s, P h ilip  Jackson,
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and others, a re  m entioned as p rom inen t m em bers. Jenkins, 
i t  is believed, w as leader o f  th is class. R osecrantz’s  house 
and Jackson’s Jiouse w ere fam ous in  those days as meeting 
places, sanctified by  the presence and pow er o f  G od and 
the conversion o f souls. '

D ariu s W illiam s succeeded C aptain P a rish  as leader ol 
the class a t R oss H ill. H e  w as one o f  the m ost splendid 
singers we ever listened  to . H e  becam e a  mighty 
exhorter, was long a local preacher, and although his zeal 
was som ew hat fitful, y e t his general course was onward 
and his influence sa lu ta ry .

A bel P ierce, E sq ., settled  in  K ingston before the w ar on 
the ancient river bank, a  li tt le  higher than  the town of 
W ilk e sb a rre ; the place is now occupied b y  the heirs of 
P ierce B utler, E sq . H e  was exceedingly eccentric, and Ids 
wife, i f  possible, m ore so than him self. She lived long 
a fter the death o f her companion,, and was called “ Aunt 
R uth ,” and when she becam e quite old, “ Grandmother 
P ierce .” M rs. P ierce  becam e an early  convert to  Method­
ism. She was natu ra lly  full o f  hum or, and no t destitute of 
p ride  and self-conceit. She heard so  m uch about the Method­
ists th a t she thought it  w orth  her while to  see w hat they 
w ere m ade of. She supposed, o f course, they  w ere a  pack 
o f  fanatical fools who m ight furnish her w ith a  littl( 
am usem ent. U pon learning th a t a  M ethodist preacher wa 
a t  a  M r. Buck’s, who lived near by , she called to  look & 
him . A ccording to  her own account, she entered the room 
w here he w as w ith  a  haughty  air, feeling nothing b u t con­
tem p t for the strange being upon w hom  she cam e to gaze. 
B ut no sooner did she set her eyes upon him  than she wm 
struck w ith the solem nity  and heavenly sw eetness of ini 
countenance.* She im m ediately  sunk down, in  her owl 
estim ation, into the character o f  a  poor m iserab le  sinna 
and left the house w ith  h e r head drooping and h e r  heal 
aching. She was soon a decided M ethodist, and her housi 
ever after was a m ost p leasant hom e for th e  preachers.

* The preacher was the Rev. Wm. Colbert. “

L
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“Grandmother P ie rce” was a t all the m eetings in W ilkes- 
, Iwre and Kingston when the w rite r traveled  the W yom ing  

arcuit, in 1818-19, and then she w'as the life jof every circle 
die entered. She w as independent, frank, earnest, kind- 
hearted, sociable, and no t a  little  eccentric. W hen  old and 
wrinkled she had all the fire o f youth  running through her 
veins. H er w it and her d ro llery  m ade her a  m o s t desirable 
^pendage o f a ll the social circles, w hether com posed o f  the 
old or the young. She had a  sharp, squealing voice, w ith­
out the least tinge o f the graces o f m odulation or regard  for 
the critical ear. She was a so rt o f licensed character, say­
ing jiist what she pleased and as she pleased w ithout giving 
offense. H er irony  was som etim es exceedingly cutting, 
and yet its victim  w ould laugh heartily  a t  the m anner o f it, 
while it really cut to  the quick. L ike the old R om an Cath­
olic martyr. S ir Thom as M ore, she .kept up the sam e hab it 
of uttering w itty  and queer sayings to  the la s t—ju s t as full 
of them upon her deathbed as ever. B ut it  m ust no t be 
inferred that this unique o ld  lad y  w as en tire ly  m ade up o f  
the qualities above a ttrib u ted  to  h e r ;  her w it and hum or 
were seasoned w ith good com m on sense, kindness o f heart, 
and the spirit o f religion. She understood the persons w ith  
whom she was dealing, and the circum stances b y  which she 
was surrounded. She w as never ou t o f  tim e, never 
ungraceful, because she had the a r t  o f  m aking i t  understood 
that she had no mean, selfish ends to  a n sw e r; tha t she had 
a generous, large heart in h e r ; that she feared her God and 
loved everybody; b u t th a t she was her own m odel, and 
cared not a fig w hether it  was like anything else in the wide 
world or. not.

The following singular instance is illu stra tive  o f her inde­
pendence : One Sabbath day, after the m orning service in  
Wilkesbarre, she w ent to  M r. Joseph  Slocum ’s, to  dine w ith  
the preacher. A n English  gentlem an and lady  w ere b oard ­
ing at Mr. Slocum’s. T he lady  took occasion to  m ake 
several contemptuous rem arks in  re la tion  to  th e  M eth­
odists. The preacher w as young, and A u n t R u th  felt a
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sym pathy for him . I t  w ould have been ungallant for Wm| 
to  enter the lis t against the la d y ; and M rs. Slocum, thougk 
deeply  grieved, reserved her resen tm en t for a private inter­
view. A un t R u th  was bound by  no law  o f politeness to 
ignore the insult, and she squealed out, “ T ake care! yoij 
h u rt!  you  h u r t!” This was all th a t w as said at ti* 
tim e.

I t  w as no t long before the lad y  visited M rs. Pierce, witi 
several ladies o f W ilkesbarre . She was received with cont 
m on politeness, and proceeded to  enjoy the afternoon, not 
failing, however, to  show her high sense o f the greatness rf 
O ld England, and her own^ superio rity  to  everybody else. 
T ea cam e on in due tim e, and “ A u n t R uth ,” as usual, ™  
th e  principal object o f in terest and attraction . She kept 
things in  m otion, and often convulsed the w hole circle wi4 
laughter b y  her w it and hum or. T ea being over, she callei 
her ladyship aside and said to  h e r : “  N ow  you  may g| 
hom e.” The lady  blushed, and seem ed ra th e r inclined to 
resen t the in su lt; bu t there was the little  old woman stam 
ing before her like an iron  p illar, unm oved by  passion, wil 
h e r  piercing eye upon her, and m anifesting a remarkah 
indifference to  the consequences. T he lady  quailed anj 
left. She knew  there  w as for her no redress, and sIr 

took the reb u k e  in silence, and,* i t  m ay  be  hoped, profited 

b y  it.
H e r  utterances, voice, and action, altogether, w ere a p» 

feet rem edy  for hypochondria. The m ost sober-sided (4 
m ope w ould be flung into a  fit o f laughter b y  her singui 
associations, and the m anner in which they  w ere hashed« 
and given out, before he had tim e to  fortify  h im self agaia) 
her irresistib le and alw ays victorious sallies. The beau  ̂
o f  the whole was th a t she never m ade an  effort to k( 
w itty , nor seem ed to  be  aw are th a t she was so considerti 
She never laughed a t her own fun. I t  was always Ji 
explosion of home com bustibles, th e  outbreaking of to 
exuberance of original and strange associations.

■ H e r religious exercises partook  la rge ly  o f her natua
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manner, but were considerably modified b y  strong  religious 
feelings. She was no t rem arkab ly  gifted in speaking 
or in prayer, bu t she was alw ays on hand. She spoke in 
every love-feast, she prayed in every prayer-m eeting; b u t 

' would often stop ab rup tly , w ithout anything like a  closing 
sentence. She som etim es talked and exhorted in her 
prayers, and not unfrequently p rayed  in her exhortations. 
It was all the s a m e ; w hatever she did for God was done 
with a heart and w ill which kindled up the fire o f  sym pathy  
all around her.

i One of her speeches in love-feast w as this, and little  o r 
nothing else: “ The devil tem pts m e, he tem p ts  m e, he 
tempts; but I say I won’t, I w on’t, I won’t !”

She had a strength o f nerve th a t under som e circum stances 
would have fitted her for a heroine. Once, on coming to  
Forty Fort to love-feast, she w'as throw n from  her carriage 

; and dislocated her shoulder, o r e lb o w ; but, nothing daunted, 
on she came to  the church. The pain in  her arm  was so 
severe that she re tired  to  a  house hard  b y  and had her jo in t 

i adjusted by a  surgeon, and then re tu rned  to  the love-feast 
I and made her speech, as though nothing had happened. 

This remarkable w om an died in g rea t peace a t  her residence 
in Kingston.

One of her daughters m arried  L ord  B utler, E sq ., »on o f 
Colonel Zebulon B utler, and her g rea t grandchildren now  
constitute a large and influential circle. M ethodism  owes 
much to the P ierce fam ily, b u t p rincipally  to  the fem ale 
portion of it.

There were tw o sisters o f Squire P ierce— the husband o f 
the venerable lady  whose character has been briefly sketched 
gljove—Alice and H annah, who w ere am ong the earliest 
Methodists. These ladies lived in “ single b lessedness ” to  
the close o f life. They kep t house by  ̂ them selves on the 
west bank of “ B utler’s Creek,” a  short distance below  their 
brother’s residence. T heir plain, neat dw elling w as often 
the place of resort for the little  band o f  p ray ing  m en and 
women in the infancy o f the Church. I t  w as w ithin the
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bounds o f the Ross H ill class, and took its  tu rn  in accom­
m odating the “ prayer-m eeting.” These m aiden ladies wert 
perfect specimens o f  the old s ty le  M ethodist womai! 
earnest in spirit, alw ays presen t a t  the m eans of grac(̂  
free and generous in their efforts to  sustain the preachertj 
plain as a  pipe-stem, known and read  o f  all as Methodii 
b y  the sim plicity  o f  their apparel.

M rs. D uane, a lready noticed, had tw o daughters. Clan 
and P o lly , who w ere also m em bers o f  the society. Clan 
m arried  the R ev. A lw ard  W hite , la te  a m em ber of fbi 
Ph iladelph ia  Conference, who traveled  W yom ing  circuit 
the years 1795 and  1796.

B en ja m in  B idlack  w as converted som e tim e during d 
y ear 1793, as M r. C olbert speaks o f him  as a “ b ro ther” ! 
J u ly  o f  th a t year. H e  had been a  R evolu tionary  soldia 
and had contracted the hab it o f drinking to  intoxication. -B 
was fond of com pany, and full o f  fun and frolic. He, hof 
ever, had m any noble qualities, and am ong the re s t a ren 
ence for religion, and a  fondness for the place o f pul 
w orship, w here he som etim es m ade his appearance ui 
the influence o f  liquor, although he never m ade disturhi 
in  the congregation. H e  som etim es sang w ith great gui 
and even “ raised the tune,” when he could scarcely 
w ithout holding upon something.

A nthony T urck  was a rough-and-tum ble preacher, 
was a D utchm an, full o f zeal, and bo ld  as a  lion, 
one o f his m eetings “ Ben Bidlack,” as he was called, 
sented h im self unusually  sober, b u t w ith a b o ttle  o f rum 
his pocket, the neck o f the b o ttle  sticking out. The 
being full, B idlack stood up  by  the door w ith his arm s foil 
and seemed to  listen w ith g rea t attention.

It was no t long before the p reacher turned  upon 
drunkard  w ith unm itigated  severity . H d  m ade him out 
fool and a  b ru te ; yea, w orse than  a decent so rt of 
H e  w ould plunge into the m ire  and w allow  like a  hog, 
m ost filthy o f all an im a ls; he w ould curse, swear, and hi 
phem e the God who m ade h im ; he w ould carry  the hellfi
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lich all bu t m ade a  devil o f him , in his pocket to  the 
l)ouse of God. This was fearfully  personal, and gave g rea t 
alarm to some o f  the congregation, w ho knew  Bidlack
well.

Aunt Ruth P ierce, who then w as in her first love, as she 
often told the sto ry , was frightened, for she thought o f 
nothing short o f  a  b a ttle  betw een the preacher and the 
insulted old soldier. She thought i f  the preacher resisted , 
which was a possible thing, for he was a  m an o f pluck, th a t 
he would be w orsted, and in any event w ould be  flogged 
within an inch o f his life. She was nervous, m ore so than  
usual, and that was quite unnecessary, un til the preacher 
finished his discourse, when, to  her u tte r  astonishm ent. Bid- 
lack seemed to  sneak aw ay like a coward. A h ! Bidlack 
was whipped. Instead o f resenting the attack, he w ent 
home stung w ith re m o rse ; and it  was soon rem arked  th a t 
“Ben Bidlack had becom e a M ethodist.” H e  had indeed 
become a penitent, and, w ith his characteristic frankness and 
courage, he publicly declared his heartfelt sorrow  for his 
former course o f  life, and his firm  purpose o f  am endm ent. 
After weeks o f anguish he experienced the peace o f  God, 
which passeth all understanding. H e  hastened to proclaim  
to the w'orld tha t he had found the Saviour. H e  had a 
heart full of sym pathy, and his pow erful voice found full 
scope in his earnest exhortations, fervent p rayers, and in 
singing the songs o f  Zion. H e  lived in N ew port, b u t he 
soon visited the brethren  in  different parts  o f the valley  a t 
their meetings, and g rea t num bers o f his old companions in 
folly came out to  hear him . Upon hearing him  deliver an 
exhortation A unt R uth  P ierce predicted  th a t he ■“ w ould 
make a preacher,” and so he did. W e  purpose to  give 
the reader a full rep o rt o f his labors and character here­
after.

Colonel D e n iso n  and his lady  and three daughters b e ­
came members o f the M ethodist Church. Colonel D enison 
and Betsey Sills w ere the first couple m arried  in  W yom ing , 
and the colonel com m anded the left w ing o f  the patrio t
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forces on the occasion o f “ the Indian b a ttle .” H e  was  ̂
m an o f g rea t influence in  the country , o f which suflicient 
p roo f was given b y  the responsible positions which he was 
called by  his fellow.citizens to  fill. ^

H e  was a  kind-hearted and a rden tly  pious m an. H i | 
house w as open to  the w eary itinerants, and too m uch c o u l^  
scarcely be  done by  the fam ily for the ir com fort. All 
preachers m ade i t  a  place of re s t and refreshm ent, >vhi 
several a t different tim es w ere quartered  there as a  reguli 
boarding place. The colonel died in  g rea t peace. H 
excellent lady  surv ived  him  several years, and then fi 
lowed him  to  the abodes o f  the blessed. T he veneral 
A sb u ry  was there  several tim es entertained, as we 1 
bo th  from  his jou rnal and the testim ony o f m em bers of tl^
fam ily s till living. '

The sons, Lazarus and George, w ere highly respectahb 
gentlem en, the form er a farm er, who lived and died on tW 
o ld  hom estead ; the o ther a  law yer of g rea t pow er arid in­
fluence in the state. H e  was a  m em ber of Congress in 182(| 
and m ade a strong  speech against the adm ission of Missou^ 
into  the Union as a  slave state. These gentlem en wetf 
bo th  cherished friends o f  the M ethodists, although neither of 
them  m ade a profession o f religion.

A shbbl  W a ller  lived in C arytow n, tw o m iles belo» 
W ilkesbarre . H e  w as an earnest M e th o d is t; became > 
local preacher, and was very  useful. H is  labors durinj 
these early  tim es through the valley w ere very  much ble» 
ed. H e  w as one o f the principal in strum ents o f establish 
ing M ethodism  in P ly m o u th , as we are  to ld  by  M rs. Pringl^. 
a  daughter o f  Benjam in H arvey , who has a distinct recol­
lection o f the m an and his labors. H e  early  removed tl  
the H olland  P urchase in  W este rn  N ew  Y ork.

J ames S utton, E sq., the father o f M rs. Bedford, his wi 
one son, and three daughters, united early  w ith  the Mi 
od ist society. M r. Sutton  was a  m an o f  la rge  heart, sim] 
m anners, uniform life— a respectab le  and influential citiz 
M rs. Sutton was an active, sociable, p leasan t little  bo
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jood company for young people as long as she lived. She 
was a lady o f  g rea t force o f character and g rea t devotion to  
the cause o f  religion. She w as an earnest and consistent 
Methodist, and was never m ore happy than when providing 
eomforts for the M ethodist preachers in her own neat and 
qniet house. The daughters w ere all ladies o f excellent 
diaracter and g rea t respectability . M rs. B edford gives the 
following account o f her fam ily ;

“ My father originally  belonged to the Society o f  F riends, 
and always led an exem plary  life. l i e  becam e a M ethodist, 
and in consequence o f his godly conversation he suffered 
the most violent persecutions from  the enemies o f religion. 
Under the severe tria ls arising  from  these b itte r  hostilities 
he was accustomed to  sm ile and re m a rk : ‘ This is m y  eon- 
solation: the day is coming when I shall m eet m y enemies 
before a ju s t G o d ; then it  w ill be  known who is r igh t and 
who is wrong.’ W hen he lay  upon his death-bed he enjoyed 
all his mental faculties, and w ith the g reatest com posure o f 
mind, and w ith unshaken confidence in his God, spoke of 
going home to rest. H e  died in his own house, in E xeter, 
in the eighty-first y ear o f his age.”

The persecutions o f which M rs. B. speaks subsided long 
before Mr. Sutton died, and he lived in peace w ith all the 
world, and was much respected b y  all classes for m any 
years before he w ent to his g rea t rew ard.

“ My m other,” says M rs. B., “ survived m y  father ten  
years, and died after a  sickness o f  only eight days. H e r 
last sickness was very  severe, b u t she had no Christian 
friend to converse w ith upon the s ta te  o f  her m ind a t  the 
time. I could get b u t little  inform ation concerning her feel­
ings on her death-bed from  the young people who attended 
her, but 1 tru st she has gone hom e to  her F a th e r’s kingdom . 
She died a t E xeter in the eighty-sixth year o f her age.”

Mrs. Sutton continued to  occupy the old m ansion during 
her lifetime, usually attended b y  som e o f her grandchildren. 
She was frequently im portuned b y  her son Sam uel, settled 
near by, to leave the old house and live w ith h im ; b u t she
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Steadily refused to  do this, having m ade up her m ind to re­
m ain in the place w here she had lived so long and so hap­
pily  w ith the companion of her youth , until God should per­
m it the ir pu re  spirits to  be reunited  in heaven. As for 
society, she had little  tha t was congenial except occasional, 
visits from  her children or grandchildren, the Methodist 
preachers, o r som e o f her old Christian associates from other 
p laces.. H ence the com parative solitude in which she met 
the final struggle. A s to  her p reparation  for death, that will 
not for a  m om ent be doubted b y  any one who had the hap­
piness o f her acquaintance. T he w riter knew her long and., 
well, and he will never forget the la s t tim e he saw her. 
was a t a  q uarterly  m eeting in the old church a t F o rty  Fort, 
D uring the love-feast she occupied a  pew  near the pulpilj 
and when she commenced speaking she stepped out intoi 
the aisle, and soon becam e so anim ated th a t she walked 
back and forth  and shouted aloud the praises o f the Lord. 
H e r  testim ony m ade a  pow erful im pression, and while she 
was speaking her clear, shrill voice was often nearly  drowned 
b y  the shouts and loud weeping which filled the house. She 
m u s t then have been about eighty years o f age.

M rs. Sutton  w as the daughter o f D r. H ooker Smith, one 
o f the g rea t m en of the R evolutionary tim es. A nd she her* 
se lf belonged to  a  noble race o f m atrons, who endured thê  
full share o f  the toils and sacrifices o f the glorious fig” 
w ith the dense forests, the  w ild beasts, and the w ild Indiai 
and the dastard ly  tories, which resulted  iii the fruitful fiel 
quiet houses, flourishing schools, colleges, and churches, a 
the free institutions which now constitute A m erica the glo; 

o f all lands.
The old Sutton house was situated in a  gorge o f  the w< 

mountain, in the side o f  a  steep hill, about tw elve mil 
above F o rty  F o rt. A  m ountain to rren t rushes through ” 
gorge, upon w'hich S quire Sutton erected a  grist-mill, 
had a  taste  for “ m illing,” and for a large portion  of his 
he was engaged in th a t business. T be sp o t was seclu( 
ju s t a t the head o f  a  considerable narrow s on the windi



RESULTS—  CHARACTERS. 1 1 3

Susquehanna. In tha t im m ediate neighborhood the popular 
tion was spare, and the people a delving, hardy  race. F o rty - 
two years ago, when the w riter first v isited th a t spot, the 
ipenery was exceedingly wild and picturesque. U p the 
#eek you saw a deep chasm cut through rocks, and shaded 
with trees and shrubs, the m ost perfect specimen o f gloom  
ad  solitude. A cross the river the chain o f  m ountains 
which follows the river, now advancing to  the very  edge, and 
again receding, and leaving a rich bottom , and ever varying 
in form and height, presents a m ost w ild and poetic view.

Here it was th a t “ F a th e r  and M other S u tto n ” passed 
half a century together, entertained two generations o f  M eth­
odist preachers, received visits from  distinguished guests, 
dispensed charities to  the poor, and k ep t up an a lta r  for the 
worship of Jehovah. H e re  the venerable A sbury  found a 
home to his liking, o f which he gives am ple evidence in his 
Journal.

One of the daughters, P o lly , m arried  P u tn am  Gatlin, 
Esq., a gentleman o f the bar, who then followed his profes­
sion in W ilkesbarre. H e  spent m any years o f his life in 
Susquehanna county, residing a t different tim es in Brooklyn, 
Montrose, and G reat Bend. M rs. Gatlin was a plain, m odest, 
bat sensible lady. H e r husband w as fond o f  show, she was 
die reverse; b u t they lived in g rea t harm ony. The M eth­
odist preachers w ere ever welcome a t M r. Gatlin’s well- 
fiimished house and table. M rs. Bedford says : “ M y sister, 
Polly Gatlin, died a t her son-in-law'’s, in D elta , N . Y., in the 
seventy-fourth year o f her age. O n her death-bed, when 
she was told that she could no t live until night, she was 
perfectly composed, adding, ‘ G hrist is mine and I am  his.’ 
Mr. Gatlin once told m e th a t he should have been led to  
doubt the reality  o f religion b u t for her exem plary life.”  
She was the m other o f a num erous fam ily, and am ong her 
sons is George Gatlin, E sq ., the celebrated a rtis t, know n to  
the whole world.

“ My sister, Sallie S terling,” says M rs. Bedford, “ expe­
rienced religion, I think, no t long before her death. Tha

Early U ctbodisni. S
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M ethodists w ere her people, b u t she experienced soni< 
difficulties in  enjoying an in tim ate connection w ith them. 
W hen she was dying her husband sa t behind and supported 
her. ‘ How' good it  is,’ said she, ‘ on a death-bed to have t  
God to go to .’ M ajor S terling  fainted, and had to  be  helped 
out o f the room .

“ M y b ro ther W illiam  died in the Lake country. He 
died suddenly while traveling  the road. H e  expired but* 
few m inutes after talking w ith a friend, to  all appearance ia 
perfect health. I  afterw ard  learned  from  his son that he 
held ou t faithful to  the end.”

The C arver fam ily contributed  largely  to  the influence 
and establishm ent o f  M ethodism  in W yom ing . Samuel 
C arver becam e a m o s t acceptable and useful local preacher. 
H e  w as a  sensible, industrious, earnest m a n : his life wa» 
w ithout reproach, and he won souls to  Christ.

The Rev. N oah W adham s was a  Congregationalist minie 
te r , and a  graduate o f  P rinceton . H e  settled  in Plymouf 
after his sons had been there som e tim e. H e  had previo 
been settled  as pastor a t the E ast. W h en  he came to Wyi 
m ing he was soon baptized w ith the sp irit o f Methodism, 
comm enced preaching here and there  w herever he found a  
opening. H e  joined the M ethodist Church, and was a I 
preacher. H e  spent his la tte r  years  in preaching 
laboring w ith g reat zeal and acceptability  for the promotai 
o f the in terests o f  the societies. H is  son Moses was i 
sim ple-hearted, earnest Christian, and was appointed cli 
leader after M r. Coleman died. H is  widow still siirviv 
M r. W adham s having died while y e t a young man, bis wid 
was m arried  to  Jo s iah  W righ t, E sq ., o f  P lym outh .

Calvin W adhams, o f P lym outh , was the son o f the 
ister ju s t noticed, and was converted under the laborsj 
V alentine Cook. H e  contributed  largely  to  the ercctioi 
a  building called “ the A cadem y,” adapted both to  the 
poses o f a school and o f religious w orship. The up; 
s to ry  v a s  seated, and fitted up w ith a pu lp it and an all 
and was the only church in P ly m o u th  for, perhaps, fii
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years. M r. W adham s’s house was ever open to  the preachers, 
md was often filled full on quarterly-m eeting occasions, 
fiis first wife was a pious lady , and a few years a fter her 
iwth he w'as m arried  to  the W idow  Lucas. She lived w ith  
W first husband on R oss H ill, and there becam e a M ethod­
ist at an early period  in  the h is to ry  o f  th a t society.

Calvin W adham s am assed  a large p roperty , which was 
mostly inherited b y  his only son, Sam uel W adham s, E sq ., 
who now occupies the paternal residence. M ethodism  has 
been cherished in the fam ily down to  the fourth generation, 
snd is still a vita l elem ent in  the whole circle.

The first fam ily in P ly m o u th  b rough t thoroughly  under 
8le influence o f  M ethodism  w as the Coleman fam ily. M r. 
fcremiah Coleman, his wife and tw o daughters, lived and 
®ed exemplary and influential m em bers o f  the Church. 
Mr. Coleman had a com fortable home, to  which he invited 
die preachers, and th a t w'as no sm all p a r t o f  the “ m ateria l 
aid” so necessary during the early  h is to ry  o f  the Church. 
Mr. Coleman was the first class-leader in  P lym ou th . H is  
two daughters, M rs. H odge and M rs. H olley , w ere active 
fnembers o f the Church, and m ade up  a  p a r t o f one o f  the 
most admirable circles o f pious women th a t we ever becam e 
acquainted with, in 1818 and several years  subsequently . 
They were glowing lights in  the Church o f G od to  the end.

Mrs. W ooley is spoken o f  b y  M rs. Bedford as one o f  
die first M ethodists w ith w hom  she becam e acquainted, 
(fte is still rem em bered in  different neighborhoods. She 
was poor as to th is w orld’s goods, a  portion  o f th e  tim e 
dependent upon the kindness o f friends for a  hom e. O n 
the occasion of the Ice F lood  she was carried  aw ay b y  the 
flood, in her house, from “ B utler’s Creek,” on the K ingston 
Flats. The ice forming a dam  in “ T obey’s Eddy-,” her 
house came to a stand ju s t above th a t point, surrounded b y  
mountains of ice. She commenced a  p ilgrim age tow ard  the 
learest point of land. The cakes o f ice lay  jam m ed together 
in wild confusion, presenting anything b u t an even surface. 
She could not walk ; her only m ode o f  locom otion was b y
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creeping on her hands and knees. She struggled alo 
passing over the sharp  edges o f the large cakes o f ice, i 
E n d in g  and descending enorm ous piles, un til she had woj 
ou t her hands, and traces o f blood m arked  her path. To saj 
her wounded and bleeding hands she took off her shoes 
p u t her hands into them , and thus protecting  her gash 
fingers, palm s, and w rists, she w ound her w eary  way 
h a lf  a  mile, when she once m ore  se t her feet on teiTa fin 
“ A un t W ooley  ” held  on her w ay to  a goodly old age, 
died in peace in a sm all house in W ilkesbarre .

M rs. H u ldah  C ary, the w idow o f Com fort C a r t  is i 
liv ing  w ith  her son-in-law, M r. Corwell, in Brooklyn, 1 
H e r  m aiden nam e w as W eeks. She had th ree hrothei 
k illed  in the Ind ian  ba ttle , and her father, an old man, W 
le ft in charge o f th ree  young w idows and tw elve granl 
ch ild ren ! She w as then five years o f age. She re tu n j 
to  N ew  E ngland  w ith her father, w here she rem ained nnj 
the  Indian troubles w ere over, and then cam e again t  
W yom ing , w here she w as m arried  in  1789, and lived uni 
h e r husband died and she w as old. She gives the fo l lo .^  
account o f the origin of the classes in  W ilkesbarre ,

over, and N e w p o rt: , j  u
“ A nning O w en preached in H anover, and form ed a els

there in 1790. A shbel and Jo seph  W a lle r, John  How, ai 
A b ram  A dam s w ere the first m en  who joined the clai 
A shbel W a lle r  w as the first class-leader ; he becam e a loc 
preacher, and then  A bram  A dam s took charge o f the da 
O ld M rs. W a lle r  was a m em ber o f the first class.

W e  saw  th is old sain t, under m ost in teresting  cirei 
stances, in W indsor, N . Y „ in  1816. W e  w ere a mj 
stripling, i t  being th e  first year
coming into the place we w ere to ld  th a t a  lady , by  the nai 
o f  Canfield, was a t C aptain W a lle r ’s and w ished us to a 
W e  called and found M other Canfield, a  school m ate of ( 
father and m other in  D anbu ry , Conn., and a  friend i 
neighbor in Middlefield, N . Y ., in ou r boy ish  days. H j 
w e found “ G randm other W a lle r ,” w e think, about



years of age, who kep t her bed  constantly , and had done so 
for many years. Captain W a lle r a t this tim e was a B aptist, 
but “ G randm other” was a  M ethodist, dyed in the wool. 
She fired up, and talked o f  the good old tim es and the good 
old preachers w ith g rea t anim ation. W e  knew  no t the 
localities no r the persons she referred  to , and w ere no t 
prepared to en te r into her feelings so fully as w e could have 
done a few years subsequently , when they  becam e fam iliar 
to us as household w ords. She seem ed w holly given up to  
God, and perfectly happy. She had no t heard a M ethodist 
sermon for years, and no ado b u t we m ust preach for her. 
Accordingly an appoin tm ent w as announced, and in  the 
evening the neighbors gathered  in, and we took our position 
behind a chair a t the door o f  her room , and preached a 
consolatory discourse, which seem ed to  the dear old creature 
like water to  the th irs ty  soul. She waved her hands, often 
responded, and, although w ith a feeble voice, shouted “ G lory  
to God !” N o t long after this she departed  in g rea t peace.

Methodism had a  few adherents in  W ilk esb arre  before 
Valentine Cook came into the country. M r. C olbert, in the 
month of A pril, p u t up w ith “ old friend M ann,” w ith 
whom he found com fortable quarters w henever he v isited 
the place. M r. M ann’s, we presum e, w as the first house 
in the county sea t w hich w as opened to  the M ethodist 
preachers, and it was here th a t V alentine Cook proclaim ed 
the Gospel to those who cam e to  hear, w hether from  jnotives 
of curiosity or for higher and b e tte r  reasons. W hen  he first 
preached there he was threatened w ith  m ob violence. W hen  
Duane’s party  undertook to  sm oke him  out w ith  brim stone, 
after the meeting was concluded he took his horse and rode 
to Hanover for quarters. M rs. C ary says Cook w as called 
“ the greatest preacher th a t ever w a s ; a v e ry  learned m an  
too.”

At this time M rs. Cary, w ith her husband, lived in  Cary- 
town. Mr. Cary and his wife experienced religion ju s t 
before Cook left the d istric t in  1796. In  M arch o f  th a t 
year they attended one o f  M r. Cook’s qu a rte rly  m eetings
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on Ross H i l l ; i t  w as held in the house o f A aron Dean, 
She s a y s ; “ W e  cam e to  the r iv e r a t W ilkesbarre , and the 
ice ran  so thick th a t the ferrym an refused to  ferry  us over, 
b u t he to ld  us we m ight have the b o a t if  we would risk the 
undertaking. T here w ere fifteen o f  us, and we pushed out; 
we w ere driven  down far below  the landing place, bu t -we 
finally reached the shore in  safety. W e  had a  glorious 
m eeting .” M r. Cook preached his las t sermon in the valley 
on Ross H ill on A cts xx, from  verse 17 to  the close of 
the chapter. M rs/ C ary  says her husband w ent over to heat 
him , and said it  w as the m o s t w onderful serm on he ever 
heard. A ll w ere m elted  down, and sighs, groans, and sobs 
filled the house. T he people w ept, the preacher wept; 
and a fter the serm on a  hearty  squeeze o f the hand of ths 
m an  o f  G od, w ith  a  convulsive u tterance o f “ Farew ell,” was 
responded to  in  a  m ost dignified, affectionate m anner by the 
preacher. “ F arew ell, b ro ther, farewell, s is te r ; G od bless 
you  ; be  fa ith fu l; we shall m eet in heaven.” The tex t was 
applicable. H e  left, and they  o f the valley  saw  his t o  
no m ore.

M r. C ary  rem oved from  C arytow n to H anover in 1791, 
A zel D ana, father o f  H on. A m asa D ana, o f  Ithaca, N. Y, 
M rs. C ary  says, w as the first class-leader in  W ilkesbarra 
W h en  he died, which she thinks w as in 1804, her husband. 
C om fort C ary, w as appointed leader. H e  lived four miles 
from  tow n ; b u t i t  was nothing in  those days for a class- 
leader to  w alk m uch farther than  that, tw o or three timeŝ  
every  week, to  m eet the class and a ttend  prayer-meetings.-

A t about the tim e M r. Owen form ed the class in Hanov s J  
he also  form ed one in  N ew port, four m iles below. T *  
Sm iths (M artin  and Jona than ) and the R eeders were i W  
first who joined the class in  N ew port. Benjam in Bidla®  
lived in a  little  log-cabin in  N ew port, near w here Lee’s 
now stand. The classes in  H anover and N ew port were pro® 
ab ly  organized in  1 7 9 2 ; i t  m ay  be  a  y ear o r tw o e a r lie r .®

M ichael H . R . W ilson  stands connected w ith Tioga, d n  
H am ilto n  Jefferson and A nning O w en w ith  Seneca.

1 1 8  EARLY METHODISM.
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, PROGRKSS OF THE WORK, 1797-1800.

y In 1796 the num bers stood thus ; W yom ing , 2 2 1 ; Tioga, 
; 138; Seneca, 215.

This year A lw ard  W hite  was retu rned  to  W yom ing  circuit, 
and this year he was m arried  to  M iss C lara P ierce  located, 
and removed to  M aryland. H e  had traveled  four y ea rs : 
the first year on P ittsbu rgh  circuit, the  second oil Seneca 
Lake, and the th ird  and fourth on W yom ing . H e  was a 
man o f an excellent sp irit, was estim ated a good preacher, 
and was quite successful in  our te rrito ry . H e  visited 
Wyoming som e tim e  in 1825, and preached in W ilkesbarre . 
His presence b rought back old recollections to  the m inds o f 
many who w ere then living. The following b rie f m em oir 
of him is found in the M inutes for 1833 ;

“ Alward W hite. In  the early  p a rt o f his life he de­
voted himself to the service o f  God. In 1793 he commenced 
his itinerant career, b u t after traveling  four years he located 
and lived in the c ity  o f B altim ore. In 1819 he was read­
mitted as a m em ber o f  the Philadelph ia  Conference, and 
continued in this w ork un til his death. H e  was an accept­
able preacher, m odest and unassum ing in  his m anners, and 
firm in his friendships. H e  died in  peace a t his residence 
in Greenborough, M d., N ovem ber 23. 1832.”

CHAPTER VI.
PROGRESS OF THE WORK, 1797-1800,

1797. This year, for the first tim e, the elders who had 
diarge of a num ber o f  circuits a re  denom inated •presiding 
elders, and Thom as W are  was appointed to  the charge o f 
the district em bracing Philadelph ia  and W ilm ington , and 
the country northw ard to  the lakes.

Mr. W are was a calm , m odest man, and contrasted  ra th e r 
unfavorably w ith the g rea t m an who preceded him . H e 
was pleasant and instructive in  the fam ily, and soon found



120 EARLY METHODISM.

his w ay to  th e  hearts  o f  the p e o p le ; b u t he had not the i 
pow er over m en, the com m anding eloquence and the over­
whelm ing pathos o f V alentine Cook. Such was the marked 
difference betw een the two, th a t the m ore  zealous p a rt of 
the M ethodist m em bership  could scarcely w ithhold expres. 
sions o f  disappointm ent, and som e o f  them  did no t do it. 
O n his firs t appearance a t a  q u a rte rly  m eeting in Kingston, 
M r. W a re  preached on S a tu rd a y ; and in  the prayer-meet­
ing in  the evening D ariu s W illiam s, who was then all in a 
blaze, used the following language in  his p ray e r : “ O Lord, 
b less our new  e lder and g ive him  m ore religion, o r he will 
be  trod  dow n in th e  g a te ;” to  which m any responded 
“  am en.” The e lder b o re  the im plied  rep ro o f in silence, 
doubtless knowing how to  appreciate a ll such indications. 
H e  w as b y  no m eans deficient e ither in  religion or talents, 
b u t his serm ons w ere n o t the tornadoes to  which the people 
had  been accustomed. I f  a  presiding e lder did no t break 
dow n everything before him , he did not, in  their estimation, 
m agnify  his office.

T his y ea r R oger B enton w as the preacher on Wyoming 
c irc u it M rs. Bedford says “ he was a  short, th ickset man, 
and  a  s m a rt preacher.” In  rela tion  to  this man, the Rev. 
G ideon Banning bears the following tes tim ony ; “ H e  waS; 
“ one o f  the early  preachers in W yom ing  V a lley ; was one? 
o f  the m o s t m odest, m eek, and uniform ly consistent men I j ,  
ever knew. H e  had a  sten torian  voice, and was an excel-i 
len t p reach er; b u t abou t 1803, having had a  severe fit 
sickness, he resum ed  his labors too soon upon his circuit,’ 
and g reatly  in jured  his voice, so th a t in 1805 he located.) 
H e  m arried  and se ttled  on a  farm  near N ew ark, N. Y.,j 
w here he lived until w ithin a  few years, when he died iai 
g rea t peace, having alw ays enjoyed the esteem  and confidence 
o f  his neighbors and o f  the  Church. A  b e tte r  m an I never 
knew.”

Jam es Stokes was on Tioga, and A nning Owen and Johnson 
D unham  w ere on Seneca circuit. T he num bers this yearl 
advanced on Seneca, and declined on W y om ing  and Tioga. 1i
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K;. REV. WILLIAM COLBERT IN OCR FIELD AGAIN.

h  April, 1797, M r. C olbert m akes his appearance again 
in our territory, pen in hand, jo tting  down the nam es o f  
places and persons, and the circum stances which he thinks 
worthy of note. H e  enters the valley o f W yom ing  from  
the east, and after traveling  for a w hile on W yom ing  circuit, 
he again visits T ioga and the L ake country.

The itinerancy was no t a t this tim e so system atic  and 
r^ular an institution as a t present. This y ear C olbert ap­
pears on the M inutes in connection w ith  the Chester circuit, 
and in 1798 w ith W y o m in g ; but, from  his journal, i t  ap­
pears that he continued on B ristol circuit, w here he had 
labored in 1796, until he left for W yom ing.

We shall copy freely  from  M r. C olbert’s journal, p ar­
ticularly while he is a t  the north , no t so  m uch for the sake 
of the incidents which i t  contains, as for the purpose of 
fixing lines, nam es, and dates which a re  im portan t to sub­
sequent history.
. “ Thursday, A p r il  6. I  s e t off this m orning from  John  
Alexander’s for W yom ing. G ot as far as P re sco tt’s tavern  
—a very disagreeable ride. H e re  I found such a disagree­
able company th a t I om itted  proposing to  go to  p ray e r in 
the family.

'■'Friday, 7. R ode through the rain— through ‘ the shades 
of death’— passed the Susquehanna, and go t once m ore to  
Darius W illiam s’s, in W yom ing, w here I found m y  good 
old colleague, E lisha Cole.

"Saturday, 8. I preached a t a  quarterly  m eeting extra, 
held at Darius W illiam s’s ; A lw ard  W h ite  and E lish a  Cole 
exhorted. W e lodged a t  A aron  D ean’s.

“ Sunday, 9. This m orning we had a happy love-feast. 
Elisha Cole preached from  A cts xxii, 1 9 ;  A lw ard  W h ite  
gave an exhortation after h im ; and I preached from  L uke 
xxii, 19, and adm inistered the L o rd ’s Supper. A t n ight 
Elisha Cole preached a t the school-house, near Colonel D eni­
son’s. I sung and prayed  after him , and lodged, w ith
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M ichael R oby  H ines W ilson , a  young invalid  preacher,* 
a t  Colonel D enison’s. I-have felt w ell am ong m y brethren 
in  W yom ing.

'■‘■Monday, 10, I spent a t Colonel D enison’s, for I felt the 
w ant o f  re s t.” A nd a  good place i t  was to  rest.

"■Tuesday 11. I  crossed the riv e r and preached a t Burgefi 
W h ile  I was speaking, a  sick young m an cam e in  and di 
sired lib e rty  to  lie down. A fte r I had preached, and spok« 
to  the class, I spoke to  him , and found him  o f deistical 
principles. I crossed the riv e r again, d rank  tea at 
Sm ith’s, and lodged a t S qu ire  C arpenter’s. H is  family used 
m e w ith g rea t kindness. Since I w as in  this country Ifa 
L o rd  has taken  from  them  a daughter who had not heal 
long m a r r ie d ; b u t happy for her th a t she em braced»  
ligion w hile in  health. She was a  delightful singer, and 
tru s t she has gone to  sing on high.f

“ Wednesday, 12. R ode from  C arpenter’s to  m y  old friei 
R osecrantz’s, w here I used form erly  to  preach, and fra 
R oseorantz’s to  D arius W illiam s’s. F ro m  W illiams s 
w alked a  little  distance to  a  friend’s b y  the nam e of Pieiw 
and w hile I was conversing w ith S is te r P ierce,J who shodi 
w alk up  b u t D avid  Downing, from  the s ta te  o f Delaware 
who w as moving, w ith his wife and seven children, h av i*  
seventy o r eighty  m iles o f  the w orst road y e t to go. Itifl 
w ell i f  th is is no t the beginning o f  sorrow s with th ea  
people. *

“ Thursday, 13. A t n ight preached a t  Jerem iah  Colemaa® 
and m et a  class. H e re  the friends are  lively. «

"F riday, 14. P reached a t  A shbel W a lle r’s, and spentM  
afternoon and p a r t o f  the evening in reading “ The Shipwrec|B 
an elegant poem , b y  W illiam  Falconer.

“ Saturday, 15. G o t through “ The Shipw reck” and p read i*

* He was engaged in marriage to Elizabeth Deniaon, but he went^B 
his great reward before the union was conaummated  ̂ and Miss Eliî  
beth was subsequently married to Colonel Elijah Shoemaker. ;

t  She was married to Jacob Bradford, Esq., who subsequently maniai 
Deborah Sutton, one of our most valuable contributors, 

t  Aunt Ruth Pierce.

A



It old M other H ide’s, in H anover, and re tu rned  to A shbel 
Waller’s.

“Sunday, 16. P reached in the C ourthouse  in  W ilkes- 
bure to an atten tive congregation, som e o f  whom, I suppose, 
were deists. I felt m yse lf for som e tim e a t  a loss for a 
subject to address these people on. I  w anted to  preach 
pointedly against deism , b u t was afraid  I should n o t do 
justice to such an im portan t sub jec t; and as i t  seem ed 
probable that a  g rea t p a r t o f  them  professed to  believe the 
Bible, I spoke to  them  accordingly, and concluded w ith  a 
word of caution to  the deists.”

Mr. Colbert had been told, w hat was a fact, th a t several 
of the leading sp irits in  the tow n were disciples o f E lihu  
Palmer, known as “ Blind P a lm er,” author o f  a  dangerous 
book entitled “ The P rincip les o f  N atu re .” M any years 
ago we read the copy o f  this book, which belonged to  D r. 
William H ooker Sm ith’s lib ra ry . This work, together w ith 
the “ Age o f Reason,” w as circulated and read  by  the men 
of W ilkesbarre, b u t n o t b y  the women. A  bro ther o f  Blind 
Palmer lived in W ilk e sb a rre ; he was a  law yer and a m an 
of influence, and took a  leading p a r t in  the infidel circle. 
The old leaven o f  infidelity, we fear, has never been w holly 
exterminated from  the old town, although i t  has ceased to  
exercise much public influence. W e  say  the w om en o f 
the ancient borough o f  W ilk esb arre  adhered to  Christianity. 
So it was, and hence the notorious fact th a t the leading m en 
of the towm opposed M ethodism , and som e o f  them  perse­
cuted the M ethodists, while their w ives w ere b rought under 
its influence and rendered i t  m ost effective support. A  
number of those w ould have united with the little  despised 
community had a positive in terdict no t been laid upon them  
by their husbands.

Mr. Colbert proceeds : “ D ined a t the W idow  Johnson’s ; 
crossed the river and preached a t  the school-house, near 
Colonel Denison’s, and lodged a t Colonel D enison’s.

“ Monday, 17. Preached a t Benjam in C arpenter’s, and 
lodged a t -------. These are kind people, b u t the chil-
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dren a re  so noisy there  is no satisfaction to be  had in the 
place.

“ Tuesday, 18. R ode to  B enjam in C arpenter’s. The 
, w eather too inclem ent to  trave l. M y  tim e was too short 
to  accom plish m y  business i f  I  had  s ta y e d ; and then no 
w eather a m an can live in  ought to  stop him , th a t is, when 
he can do no good b y  rem aining.

“ Wednesday, 19. R ode from  C arpenter’s to  Jam es Rice’s. 
A ttended  a prayer-m eeting a t friend S m ith ’s a t  night, and 
found m y se lf in  m y  elem ent.

“ Thursday, 20. R ode from  Jam es R ice’s to  A m os Parks’s, 
in  Salem . A  glorious change has taken place in  this family 
since I was here. M rs. P ark s , who used to  be dead and 
Calvinistic, is now alive, and several o f  the children con­
verted.

“ F riday, 21. R ode from  A m os P a rk s ’s to  Christian Bow­
m an’s, w here I m e t w ith a  very  kind reception, and a t night 
we had a prayer-m eeting.

'■‘■Saturday, 22. R ichard Sneath m et m e a t  Christian Bow­
m an ’s, w here is held a quarterly  m eeting. B ro ther Sneath 
preached. D av id  D avies gave an exhortation. I then 
preached, and A shbel W a lle r  gave an exhortation. A t night 
we held a prayer-m eeting  a t T hom as B ow m an’s. I have 
had strange feelings to-day, h u t hope I shall be enabled by 
grace to  overcom e m y  soul’s enem y.

‘■‘■Sunday, 23. W e  had a  happy love-feast, after w'hidi 
R ichard Sneath  preached. A shbel W alle r preached after 
him. I preached a fter W alle r, and adm inistered the Lord’s' 
Supper. In the afternoon I rode w ith R ichard Sneath to my 
old friend O gden’s and preached.”

M r. C olbert continued in  the N orthum berland  circuit (at 
m ore than two weeks, visiting its  principal appointments, 
w hen he turned tow ard the north.

“Saturday, M ay  6. D ined a t  Jo h n  Salm on’s, prayed 
R o b ert Owen’s and the W idow  Salm on’s, and rode on 
C hristian Bowman’s. Thus have I b id  adieu to  Fish 
Creek once more.

it
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“ From much-loved friends whene’er I part,
A pensive sadness fills my heart;
Past scenes my fancy wanders o’er,
And sighs to think they are no more.”

j f  Sunday, 7. S pen t the forenoon a t  C hristian Bowm an’s. 
1 felt unhappy in m ind. I preached a t  th ree  o’clock, w ith  
liberty. ,W illiam  B randon gave an exhortation, and w ith 
him I lodged a t m y old friend Isaac H ollow ay’s, w here I 
suppose we spent h a lf  the night in conversation.

^'Monday, 8. I preached a t Berwick, though w ith  litt le  
freedom. B rother B randon spake after m e. R ode on to  
Amos Parks’s, in Salem , w here we had a m eeting, and spen t 
the evening very  agreeably.

^Tuesday, 9. W e  rode  from  Salem  to  A ndrew  Blanch­
ard’s, and thence to  Je rem iah  C olem an’s, in  Shawney.

“ Wednesday, 10. W e  rode from  Colem an’s to  Colonel 
Denison’s. D ined w ith A lw ard  W h ite  and M ichael E . H . 
Wilson; and I rode on to  Ja m e s  Sutton’s. T hus have I go t 
on the frontiers o f W yom ing  once m ore, on m y  w ay to 
Tioga. H ard tim es I now expect.”

ME. COLBERT VISITS TIOGA AND SENECA.

“■Thursday, 11. I have had a long and tiresom e ride over 
the Luzerne M ountains, from  S u tton’s to  H um phrey  B row n’s 
Tavern, a disagreeable place. I had to  lodge in a room  w ith 
three or four vile, wretches. A s the com pany o f  such 
abominable beings is so disagreeable here  on earth , w hat 
care ought to be taken to  escape heli^ w here they  are  m uch 
worse.

“Friday, 12. R ode from  Brow'n’s to  m y  old friend 
Cole’s, where I believe they  w ere g lad to  see m e. O 
how much better it  is for m e to  be here than w here I w as 
last night!

“Saturday, 13. Rode from  Cole’s to  m y  friend G reen’s, a t 
Sheshequin. D ined and rode  on to  D aniel M ’D ow all’s, at 
Chemung. I have severe exercises o f m ind.

“ Sunday, 14. Preached a t m y o ld  friend K ress’s, and
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adm inistered  the L o rd ’s Supper. H e re  the children were 
so noisy th a t I have n o t had m uch satisfaction ii. 
preaching. ,

'■‘■Monday, 15. R ode from  K ress’s to  John  D ow ’s, at the 
head o f the Seneca Lake, w here I w as kindly received and 
w ell used.

“ Tuesday, 16. R ode th rough  a  w ilderness o f about 
eighteen m iles, on the east side o f  the Seneca Lake, in com­
pany  w ith a  very  venerable m an  b y  the nam e o f  Landers, 
who parted  w ith m e before I go t to  Squire P a rk e r’s, in Jeru- 
Salem, O ntario  county, N . Y . I was well received and kindlj 
used b y  the Squire, who is a  g rea t adm irer o f the works of 
B aron E m anuel Sw edenborg.

“ Wednesday, 17. S pen t a t Squire P a rk e r’s, who gave me 
an account o f  the dealings o f  the L ord  w ith him . The ac­
count o f  his conversion is Scrip tu ra l and rational. After 
his conversion he joined the N ew  L ights, w ith whom he con­
tinued som e tim e before he w ent into the a rm y ; and it is 
v e ry  strange th a t when he re tu rned  from  the arm y he wi 
d raw n off, w ith a  num ber m ore, b y  Jem im a  Wilkerson, 
very  ex traord inary  woman, w'ho s ty led  h erse lf the Universi 
F riend . She says th a t the soul th a t once inhabited her bi 
is now in heaven, and th a t the soul o f  Je su s  Christ noi| 
dw ells in her. The Squire has now left her, and, I suppi 
has becom e a  disciple o f Sw edenborg, b u t is very  frieni 
to  the M ethodists.

“  Thursday, 18. I spent a t Squire P a rk e r’s, and felt mi 
indisposed in body  ancbmind.

"F riday, 19. R ode from  P a rk e r’s to  W heeler’s and Hull! 
and thence to  D avid  B enton’s. F ro m  Benton’s we went 
hear a  M r. Irish, a  B aptist, preach. H e  appeared to be 
earnest. H e  is a  Calvinist, and pleases a g rea t number 
the people in this country , though I do no t consider him 
greatest preacher I ever heard.

“ Saturday, 20. Began our qu a rte rly  m eeting in Sem 
circuit, a t  D avid Benton’s. H am ilton  Jefferson preached 
excellent serm on. I preached after him , and Aiming Owi



preached after me. W e  had reason to  be  thankful for as 
much of the presence o f  the L ord  as was w ith us.

'^Sunday, 21. T his m orning the L ord was w ith us in th e  
love-feast in D avid  Benton’s house. P u b lic  preaching was 
in the house. 1 preached w ith little  satisfaction, on account 
of the disagreeable noise o f  children and the restlessness ot 
some of the congregation. A nning Owen preached w ith 
liberty, and H am ilton  Jefferson from  Sol. Song, ii, 11, 12.
I thought it was a  litt le  curious th a t he should preach from , 
‘Lo the winter is past, the rain  is over and gone,’ when there  
was an appearance of a  g rea t rain w ithin a q u arte r o f  an 
hour of us. W e  closed divine service for this day  w ith  the 
administration o f the L o rd ’s Supper.

''Monday, 22. 1 spent w ith H am ilton  Jefferson a t  Jam es 
Parshall’s. These people are  very  kind.

'^Tuesday, 23. W e  spent a t C aleb A ndrew s’s. 1 read  
some in the B ible and in  W a tt’s L y ric  Poem s.

“ Wednesday, 24. W e  dined w ith  Cornelius M orris , once 
a member o f our Church and a preacher, b u t now no t w ith  
us, though he loves us. M ay the L ord  bring  him  b a c k ! 
We lodged a t D avid  Benton’s.

“ Thursday, 25. W e  spent a t ou r friends C arpenter’s and 
Wedon’s. M y reading has been the B ible and W atson ’s 
Apology.

‘■‘Friday, 26. The m orning clear and cold. W e  have 
had a long r id e ; crossing the C ayuga Lake a t H a rris ’s F e rry , 
we proceeded to  A sa B ailey’s, in S c ip io ; our conversation 
was upon subjects o f an in teresting  nature.

“ Saturday, 27. The day has been very  unfavorable for 
our quarterly meeting, which we held a t Sam uel P he lp s’s, an 
uncomfortable place. W e  had a storm  o f  wind, rain , light­
ning, and thunder. I preached from  1 Cor. vi, 19, 20, and 
Hamilton Jefferson from  1 Cor. xiii, 13. 1 find our good
friends in these parts  are  very  talkative. W e  w ere kindly 
entertained a t Squire Sherw ood’s.

“ Sunday, 28. This m orning our love-feast was open, and 
some of our friends spoke, much to  m y satisfiiction. H am -

PROGRESS OF J?HE WORK, 1Y97-1800. 1 2 7



128 EAELT METHpDISM.

ilton Jefferson preached, and I preached a fte r ' him 'with 
freedom.

“ Monday, 29. W in d  from  th e  north  and cold. We 
rode from  Squire Sherw ood’s to  A sa B ailey’s.

“ Tuesday, 30. M y  friend Jefferson le ft m e. I finished 
W atso n ’s A pology for the Bible, w ent w ith m y  friends 
Bailey, his wife, and S is ter H olden, to  M r. E dey ’s, where! 
endeavored to  explain the n a tu re  o f our doctrine and dis­
cipline. I  d rank  tea  a t M r. M ead’s, and returned ' 
w ith m y  friends.

“ Wednesday, 31. R ode to  Sam uel P helps’s and Squire 
Sherw ood’s, w here I spen t p a r t  o f  m y  tim e, w ith some sat­
isfaction, reading Stackhouse’s B ody o f  D ivinity .

“ Thursday, June 1. A  very  sharp  fro st this morning. 
I preached a t Sam uel P he lp s’s, and a t n igh t held a prap 
m eeting. I am  apprehensive the enem y is meditating 
ru in  of the society in this place.

“  F riday, 2. I  preached a t a  school-house near Asa Bail 
ley ’s, and also a t A sa  Jackson’s. \

“ Saturday, 3. I rode from  Jackson’s, on the Owi 
Lake, to  C aptain Jo h n  G rover’s and preached. W hile I 
here  a B ap tis t m an  cam e in, m uch elated, informing 1|i 
o ld  people th a t their son T hom as had given in  his ex] 
ence a t the ir covenant m eeting, and his m other expn 
g rea t w illingness th a t he should be baptized.

“ Sunday, 4. I preached a t a  school-house near Capi 
E dw ard  W h eele r’s. A fte r preaching I had a long park 
w ith C aptain W heeler, w ho chose to  w ithdraw  from 
ciety because I w ould n o t g ive m y  consent for him 
neglect his own m eetings to  hear o ther preachers. Anol 
also, whose nam e is on the class paper, go t up  and wi 
home. In the afternoon, on m y  w ay to  M r. Olmsted’s, 
saw a num ber o f people gathered  to  hear M r. Irish, aim 
w hom  w ere som e o f ou r M ethodists. O ne o f  them ! 
been acquainted w ith four o r live years . I asked him if 
w as going to our m eeting, and he to ld  m e he was if El( 
Irish  did no t come. I rode to  m y  appoin tm ent and had



greater part of the B aptist preacher’s congregation. I found 
them an inattentive set.

* Monday, 5. On m y  w ay to  M r. Buck’s, a t  his request 
I called at Mr. A tw ell’s, who yesterday  to ld  m e he w anted 
to ask me some questions. I soon found him  an unreason­
able fatalist, and not w orth  disputing with, so  I left him. I 
preached at Captain Buck’s, and in  the afternoon a t M r. 
Hompson’s.

'"Tuesday, 6. I preached a t M r. B ennet’s ; there  has been 
a great fall of rain to-day.
. "Wednesday, 7. I have had a very  disagreeable ride  from  
Janet’s, to where a few w om en had gathered for preach­
ing, hut was called off, before I began, to a  w om an in the 
neighborhood who was sick, therefore I neither preached, 
prayed, nor exhorted, b u t chose to  ride until ten o’clock a t 
night in preference to  staying in the filth am ong children, 
cattle, hogs, and, no doubt, an a rm y  o f  fleas.

“ Thursday, 8. Preached a t  D av id  Benton’s. I felt con­
fined in speaking.

"Friday, 9. D ined a t E z ra  Cole’s and preached a t 
Abram Yoke’s. The people behaved well, and w ere v ery  
conformable in worship. The w eather has been w arm  these 
two days.

"Saturday, 10. Eode from  E zra  Cole’s to  Squire P a rk ­
er’s. The day very w arm  and a thunder show er.

"Sunday, 11. Preached a t Tow nsend’s school-house w ith 
a degree of freedom, and in the afternoon a t Squire P a rk ­
er’s. I have great cause to  Be thankful th a t though I am  
sometimes so distressed th a t life is a  burden, T feel som e 
relief after preaching. I have had large congregations to­
day.

"March, 12. D ined a t M r. Law rence’s, and rode on to  
flic Crooked Lake to  m y old friend Tow nsend’s. I believe 
they were glad to see me, and I enjoyed m y se lf well am ong 
fliem.

“ Tuesday, 13. On m y w ay from  E lisha  Towmseud’s to  
Michael Pearce’s, in a  very  lonesom e place far from  any

Eiriy Melhediim. 0  «
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house, I  was overtaken b y  a thunder-storm  which was truly 
alarm ing. T he wind was blow ing, the lightning blazing, the 
thunder roaring, and the rain  so pouring down tha t I could 
no t see to  escape the tim ber th a t m ight be falling around 
m e. 1 w as w et enough w hen I reached m y appointment, 
and found i t  hard  to  get a  d ry  corner to  stand and preach 
in. H e re  we have several b lind  peoplij m em bers o f our sfr 
ciety . Blindness, i t  seems, is hered itary  w ith the family.

“  Wednesday, 14. R ode to  Jo e l M oore’s, through Cananda- 
gua, a  large tow n for so new  a country, near a  lake of the 
game nam e. Its situation  is delightful. I preached a t Moore’s.

“ Thursday, 15. P reached  a t  Thom as Spencer’s with a 
degree o f freedom . I w as m uch h u rt w ith the behavior of 
som e of the congregation, standing and staring  m e in the face
in tim e o f p rayer.

“ F riday, 16. W e  have had a pow erful fall o f  rain  to-day, 
which detained m e a t Thom as Spencer’s until a fter twelve 
o’clock. I rode to  Jo e l G illet’s. W e  have seen a  remark­
ab le  ligh t a t the n o rth  to-night.

“ Saturday, 17. I preached a t Sharon Booth’s. Sevend 
stayed  in class-meeting, some o f them  B aptists, and one old 
lady , a  P resby te rian . T his old lady  had never heard tM 
G od had foreordained th a t a certain num ber should bt 
unconditionally  saved, and the re s t unconditionally lo«̂  
though nothing is held forth  m ore p lain ly  in the C(ft 
fession o f  F a ith . A nd it  is evident th a t the Baptists an 
asham ed o f  the ir confession o f faith, for none o f  those u | 
have la te ly  joined say they  have seen it. j B

‘■'■Sunday, 18. R ode from  Jo e l G ille t’s to  M ajor S w i^g  
I was very  near getting  lo s t in the woods by  taking a p B  
th a t led  to  a  sugar cam p. W hen  I go t to  Sw ift’s noneal 
tended in consequence o f  a  pow erful fall o f rain. 1 dined 
and rode on to  D eacon R eeves’s. These northern  people ai 
rem arkable  for titles. In consequence o f  sickness! 
D eacon R eeves’s, I stopped a t D eacon F o ste r’s and tr | 
to  preach there. H e re  I saw  severa l persons I had bea 
acquainted w ith on the Susquehanna betw een four and fiw
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years ago. D eacon F o s te r is a  very  ta lkative m an, b u t I 
hope he has religion. H e  uSed m e very  kindly. I do no t 
feel well. I believe it  is because I am  so much exposed to  
the weather.

“ Monday, 19. I have had a  long and tedious ride through 
tile shade o f lo fty  trees to. P rince G ruger’s, and preached, 
but not with m uch satisfaction.

“Tuesday, 20. R ode to  M r. R eynolds’s, on the east side o f 
^  Cayuga Lake. T he im pious deportm en t o f  a  m an I 
was under the disagreeable necessity o f lodging w ith m ade 
me feel very uneasy in  m y  mind.

“Wednesday, 21. I have had a  very  m uddy ride  to  W il­
liam W inter’s, and preached w ith a  degree o f satisfaction 
and met a class. I t has been rem arkab ly  cold these th ree 
days past.

“ Thursday, 22. H ad  a  very  w et and d ir ty  ride  to  Sam uel 
Wybern’s, where I preached.

“Friday, 23. H ad  a  v e ry  disagreeable ride  through the 
bushes to D y e r S m ith’s. T here has been a  pow erful fall 
of rain this m orning. O ur friend Sm ith, his wife, a  b ro ther, 
and*three children, live in  a  litt le  log pen, covered w ith 
split pieces o f w’ood. I found b u t two people  th a t cam e to  
meeting, a m an and his wife b y  the nam e o f  Buck. I read  
to them the fifth chapter o f M atthew , sung and p rayed  w ith 
them. In this place I dined, and enjoyed m y se lf very  w'ell.
I would rather be in  a pen w ith the clean and decent, than 
in a palace with the filthy. I rode on to R ichard G oodwin’s, 
on the Cayuga Lake. These are clean people. I spen t p a rt 
of the evening w ith old R ichard Goodwin. I believe he is 
a good man.

“Saturday, 24. I rode from  R ichard Goodwin’s to  R o b ert 
M’Dowall’s, a t the head o f Cayuga Lake, and from  M ’D ow- 
all’s to W illiam  G oodwin’s, and a  very  disagreeable ride  I 
have had of it  through the m ud. A  m an needs to  have a  
good constitution and a large stock o f patience to  trave l 
this circuit. M ay the L ord  b less m e w ith  th e  la t t e r !

“Sunday, 25. L ast n igh t I w ent to  bed w ith a  chill, sue-
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ceeded by  a fever, and was v e ry  unw ell a ll night. 1 believiw 
the cause is being so m uch exposed to  the g rea t rains whicff 
have fallen since I cam e into this p a r t o f the world. The| 
people called  to  hear preaching in the forenoon. I did not ! 
feel ab le  to  s it up, b u t wishing them  to hear something^ 
in the nam e o f the L ord  I  made* an a ttem p t to preach, 
found m y se lf  unable, and had to  lie down, desiring thi ;̂ 
friends to  hold a prayer-m eeting. A fter several o f themt 
had p rayed  I m ade a  second a ttem pt, and was enabled t()[ 
preach and m eet tw o classes. In the afternoon I rode m, 
H o b ert A lexander’s, and found A lw ard  W h ite  preaclf; 
ing. I  gave an exhortation  after him , and have reason 
to  be thankful th a t I feel b e tte r  than  I did in the 
m orning.

‘■'■Monday, 26. R ode to  A lw ard  W h ite ’s, w here I was 
severely  attacked w ith pains in m y  lim bs, chills, and fever. 
I feel the w ant o f m ore grace.”

T he chills and fever followed M r. C olbert for several
weeks, m uch longer than  w ould have been the case could 
he have la id  b y  in  com fortable quarters and been well cared 
for b u t  a  short tim e. l i e ,  how ever, m u s t travel and preach 
when he could stand up. F ev e r and ague was a common 
affliction in  the lake country  in those days, even w ith those 
who had to  endure m uch less exposure to  the wind and 
w eather than  fell to  the lo t o f M r. C olbert. N o one who 
has ever been afflicted w ith  th is disease, even under ordl 
nary  circum stances, w ill w onder th a t the good m an found h 
necessary to  p ra y  for “ m ore grace.” T o suffer “ every 
other d a y ” from  a severe chill, followed b y  a burning fever,, 
and to be  obliged, in addition  to  this, to  endure “ long rid« 
through the m ud, w here one cannot go ou t o f  a watt 
exposed to  heavy rains, bad  food, d irty  houses, and sleeple(J 
nights, in consequence o f  sw arm s o f  fleas,”  w as quite w  
m uch for anybody w ith  only  an ord inary  stock o f  grace 
patience. “ But,” M r. C olbert rem arks, “ these are lig^ 
things, and scarcely w orthy  o f  being p u t in the catalogue ^  
w hat is suffered for C hrist and the good o f souls. Tru^i



very tru e ; and tha t, as our itineran t adds, “ in this country  
. many m ight do b e tte r,” is also true.
j There is a  word, however, to  be said for the first settlers 
: of our country. N o one who has no t tried  pioneer life 
knows the difficulty o f  building com fortable houses, such as 
will secure the inm ates from  the storm s and the cold, m ak­
ing good roads, keeping clean, and conquering the sw arm s 
of insects which infest the woods. A  few old people who 
now live in the country  visited by  M r. C o lbert can appre­
ciate his com plaints, and feel a  sym pathy  for h im  in his 
troubles; while the g rea t m ajority  who now inhabit th a t 
garden o f A m erica once called “ the lake country,” w ould 
be likely to  consider his groanings as the fretting  o f  a fas­
tidious old bachelor, who could be pleased w ith nothing.

As to the unhealthiness o f  “ the lake country ,” we had an 
opportunity o f form ing a  judgm ent, although we w ere a t a  
distance. W e  w ere raised  am ong the hills o f O tsego, N . Y., 
on the turnpike leading from  A lbany  to  the lakes. M u lti­
tudes of em igrants from  N ew  E ngland thronged this ro ad ; 
and not a few o f  those who w ent ou t W est in the spring 
strong and healthy, re turned  in the fall pale  and em aciated, 
preferring to  enjoy health am ong the rocks o f  N ew  E ngland 
rather than to  shake, and bum , and suffer from  headache for 
half of the tim e in  the fertile  country  bounding the Cayuga 
and Seneca. M iasm atic diseases passed aw ay from  th is 
country w ith the dense forests anS the stagnan t pools, and 
it has now long been as healthy  as any  portion  o f  the 
world.

The brave hearts th a t stood i t  out, and buffeted the dan­
gers and difficulties o f  the country  when it  w as a  fron tier, 
must have the Gospel, and our old itineran ts were the m en 
to carry it to  them . They could shake and burn  one day, 
and encounter the s to rm  and mud, and preach in open, com­
fortless log “ p en s” the next, for the sake o f  C hrist and 
souls. So did the heroic C olbert.

W e have given enough o f M r C olbert’s Jo u rn a l to  show 
(he extent and character o f Seneca circuit in 1797. H e  was
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sent to this field to  do m issionary w ork  for a few montlis. |

he says nothing about it. The p robab ility  is tha t he received!

lowing record :
“ I have traveled from  the 20 th  o f M ay to  the 12th of 

Septem ber on Seneca circuit, in O ntario  and Onondaga 
counties, in the S tate  o f N ew  Y ork, am ong the lakes Canan­
daigua, H oneoye, and C rooked Lake, w est and southwest, 
and Cayuga, Owacso, and Skaneateles, east and northeasts 
o f  the Seneca Lake. The inhabitants are  principally  immi-| 
g ran ts from  the N ew  England S tates, the o lder settlements^ 
in the S tate  o f  N ew  Y ork, N ew  Jersey , and Pennsylvania,! 
and, tow ard the H oneoye, some are from  M aryland. Ham-^ 
ilton  Jefferson has been m y  colleague, a m an high in the j 
esteem  of m any o f  the people. The people generally havei 
been 'ra ised  under a  Calvinistic m in is try ; some of them  pre-; 
tend  to  som e knowledge o f  experim ental religion, o f which I; 
w ill no t say  they are to ta lly  ignorant, bu t I am  afraid bu t feŵ  
o f  them  enjoy it. The Calvinistic is a  system  o f dangeroiM 
tendency. Som e 'who joined us appear to  be  much alive to 
God. In  m any places the people are  ex trem ely  ignorant|  
and in o thers they are  well inform ed.

“ The face o f  the country  is beautiful, the land very 
fertile, and  the ca ttle  grow  to  an enorm ous size. I have 
been credibly  inform ed th a t four hundred bushels o f  wheat 
have been ra ised  from  eight bushels o f seed. The sugar 
tree  grow s very  large. The w ater is bad  to  wash, and dis 
agreeable to drink. T ru ly  I can say th a t since I have hea 
in this country m y  life has been one continual scene^of

The field was a hard  one, and, for a  tim e, no t very  pro­
ductive. D uring M r. C olbert’s nearly  four m onths’ lab»; 
in  Seneca circuit, it  is rem arkab le  th a t he “ joined
society ” only a very  fe w ; and we are  inclined to think th 
had nearly  all been m em bers in o ther places. This fact ii

The labor was hard, the sacrifices g reat, and as to  the pay,

little  m ore than his board  and the keeping o f  his horse. 
Upon closing his labors upon the circuit he m akes the fol-

to il.”



partly to be accounted for in the character o f  the m ateria ls  
he had to deal with. Old-fashioned Calvinism  w as in ter­
woven in the very  tex ture  o f the thoughts and feelings o f  
the people. G od’s eternal decrees, im puted  righteousness, 
the impossibility o f  falling from  grace, and the necessary 
continuance of sin in believers, w as the sum  o f  the ir theol­
ogy; and to ta lk  these doctrines up  w as the sum  to ta l o f  
the religion o f too m any o f  them .

Comparing M r. C o lbert’s rep o rt o f  the sta te  o f  things in 
this country now, and th a t w hich he gives o f  a  v is it in  the 
fall of 1792, we can see considerable advance. H e  found 
hospitality everyw here, and w as entertained b y  the best 
femilies in the country. Societies had been form ed in  m any  
places, and the circuit now  extended from  Skaneateles L ake 
to the Canandaigua, covering all the interm ediate se ttlem en ts ; 
but in the only villages m entioned b y  M r. C olbert, G eneva 
and Canandaigua, there was no regu la r appoin tm ent estab- 
Bshed at this period. The leaven w as w orking b u t very  
slowly, and the preachers w ere obliged lite ra lly  to  w alk b y  
faith, not by sight.

Mr. Colbert, in  com pany w ith  several o f  the preachers, 
set out for conference. H e  attended a  quarterly  m eeting  a t 
Henry Salsbury’s, near Tow anda, thence passed down the 
river to Blackwalnut, w here he preached in  the B aptist 
meeting-house, and lodged w ith old E ld e r  S turtevan t, who 
bad married a M ethodist lady  for a second wife, and had 
become quite changed from  w hat he w as when the M ethod­
ists first made their appearance in  B lackw alnut. The 
company next stopped a t Squire S u tton ’s, w here they  found 
hospitality and com fort. The nex t po in t w as Squire C ar­
penter’s, where they had another q u a rte rly  m eeting, a t 
which there was, as usual, a  large supply  o f  serm ons and 
exhortations, and they had a good time.

“ Monday, Septem ber 25 ,” M r. C olbert “ preached a t 
Wilkesbarre, though no t w ith m uch freedom, and lodged a t 
the Widow Johnson’s.” This was the w idow  o f “ P r ie s t 
Johnson,” who, it  seems, had considerable regard  for the
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M ethodists, and opened her doors for the accommodation 
of the preachers. Then the com pany proceeded to  Phila­
delphia, and thence to  D uck Creek, in  M aryland, to  the 
conference.

In the M inutes for 1798 M r. C olbert stands connected 
■with W y om ing  circuit. F ro m  O ctober, 1797, to  August,; 
1798, he had traveled  S trasburgh  circuit. H e  entered the' 
W yom ing  V alley  once m ore, and attended a  quarterly 
m eeting a t D arius W illiam s’s, in  K ingston, A ugust 18 and 
19, Thom as W a re  presiding. M r. C olbert’s journal during 
this conference year, which closed Ju n e  8, 1799, is very 
b r ie f ;  sim ply  m aking  no te  o f  the places he visited, the 
tex ts he preached from , and taking a m ere glance a t a few 
circum stances ■which fell , under his notice. H e  traveled 
W y o m in g  and N orthum berland  circuits w ith  John  Lackey 
and Jo h n  Leach, he probab ly  having the charge o f  both 
circuits.

Things in W yom ing  seem  no t to  have changed much from 
th e  tim e M r. C olbert left in 1793. Som e changes in the 
nam es o f  the persons w ith w hom he lodged, and a t  whose 
houses he preached, indicate sligh t alterations in the cwi 
d ition  o r local habitation  o f the people, and an accession o 
m em bers, o r a t lea s t o f friends. H e  now stops a t Benjami 
R eeder’s, in N ew port; a t E lijah  Im m an’s, in  Buttonwo<ii 
o r H a n o v e r ; a t  D aniel T ay lo r’s, in  Capouse o r Providence; 
and preached a t  Squire C arpenter’s instead o f Eosecrantz’f 
in the upper p a r t o f K ingston. P reaches a t Jesse  Gardner’i 
on the P la in s ; a t  E den  R ugger’s, in B ed fo rd ; a t Willia; 
George’s, in W ilkcsbarre . “ H ere ,” he says, “ M rs. Hola 
back was kind enough to  invite m e to  lodge a t her house, 
our friend G eorge is a  poor m an. She appears to  b e t 
Christian woman, and trea ted  m e w ith much civ ility .” Ben­
jam in Bidlack and D ariu s  W illiam s appear in  the charactee 
o f  exhorters a t q u a rte rly  m eetings. Sam uel H olley’s, i 
Shawney, is the principal stopping place, and M rs. Holla 
and M rs.| Hodge, daughters o f  Je rem iah  Coleman, aW 
prom inent m em bers, attending th e  preacher to  other ap
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Jjjlointments, and tvaveling a  distance to  attend qua rte rly  
meetings.

PBOGRESS OP THE WORK, 1797 1800.

■ 1799. This year a different arrangem ent o f the d is tric ts
B ^nnects the northern portion o f  our field w ith A lbany  and 
H U n country on the M ohawk, W illiam  M ’Lenahan being 
H pesiding elder. Cayuga and O neida are  connected ; the 
^ ^ n n e r  probably taking from  Seneca circuit the te rrito ry  
^ N | | t  of the Cayuga lake. The circuits are  supplied thus ; 
■r?- Seneca—Jonathan Batem an.
K  Tioga—John Leach and D avid  D unham .
B, j Wyoming and N orthum berland— Jam es M oore, Benjam in 
B.^-Jidlack, and D avid Stevens.

i  James Moore was an Irishm an, a  m an o f  good preaching 
1  Utilities and no little  shrewdness. H e  was plain, b u t neat in  
fc iis dress, and precise in  his m anners. H e  wa§ no t a little  
InjMtered with an application for assistance, in procuring 
H p p s e  to preach, by  N athan Parish , b ro th er to  the captain 
^ fcw h o m  we have spoken. M r. M oore did no t believe 
■ P tn sh  called to the w ork, b u t in o rder to  dispose o f the 

‘ Ca«e in the best manner, he proposed to  hear him  preach a 
trial sermon. To this P arish  read ily  consented. The ap- 
pdntment was made, and M r. M oore p rayed  m ost earnestly  
he the would-be preacher; b u t he did no t pray^ in the 
ordinary way that G od w ould help him , b u t he prayed  G od 
to confound him. P arish  tried  hard  b u t could do nothing. 
He sat down utterly  vanquished, and gave up  the idea o f 
lis call until long after this. H e  was for som e cause separated 

j J&om the Methodist Church, and becam e a  U n iversa lis t; then 
occasionally he had the preaching fever, and som etim es 
tried his hand at talking up “ the A braham ic faith.” Then 
Jimmy Moore was no t p resen t to  p ray  against h im  and he 
succeeded better, bu t never v ery  well.

Benjamin Bidlaok was am ong the people who had know n 
him from the tim e of his re tu rn  from  the a rm y , and they  
*11 believed in the rea lity  o f  his conversion, and as to  his 
preaching abilities they w ere un iversally  conceded. H e  was 
a mighty exhorter; he sung and prayed  gloriously , and God
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blessed his labors. U nder one o f  his serm ons a t Wilkes- 
barre, perhaps the first one he delivered  there, a  miserable 
w om an who had been in the arm y  m ust needs go and hear 
“ Ben. Badlock” * preach. T he old soldier wielded the 
sw ord o f  the S p ir it like a  m igh ty  m an o f  w ar, and the 
M agdalene w as cut to  the heart. She finally found peace, 
and lived long in the Church w ithout reproach, and at last 
died in  hope. W e  often m e t her in class in 1818—19, and 
w e had the sto ry  o f her conversion from  F a th e r  Bidlack 
after her death.

This year a  class o f fo rty  m em bers w as form ed a t Charles 
H a rr is ’s, over the  K ingston m ountain. P rev iously  Gilbert 
C arpenter had com m enced his labors as a local preacher,j 
and had a regu la r appoin tm ent there. H e  was much ii| 
earnest, and G od gave him  success.

Charles H arris , the  first-fruits o f  M ethodism  in that 
locality , is now,, in  1859, ninety-tw o years o f age. At 
th is advanced age he is hale and strong, his memory 
clear, and his soul happy in  God. H e  gave us the follow­
ing account o f  the com m encem ent o f  the w ork  under the 
labors o f “ Uncle G ill C arpenter,” as he w as familiarly 
c a lle d : “ R euben W illiam s, m y  brother-in-law , and I wera 
aw akened a t  about the sam e tim e, b u t he cam e into thei 
lib e rty  first, and was as bold as a  lion. H e  said we mint 
have a  prayer-m eeting , and accordingly one was appointed 
a t  m y house. W h en  the tim e cam e only a  few w ere present 
M y  brother-in-law  to ld  m e I m u s t begin the m eeting. At 
first I knew  n o t w hat to  do, b u t finally concluded I must 
try  ; and I read  the hym n beginning, |

‘Show pity. Lord, O Lord forgive.’ ■

I t  was a m elting  t im e ;  m y  m o ther w as present n iM  
w as awakened. O ur nex t m eeting was a t W illiam s’s. l U B  
w as Uncle G ill’s appointm ent, b u t being a  ra iny  day an l9  
b u t few present, we had a  prayer-m eeting. M y moth®* 
w as deeply distressed, and m ade a p ra y e r  exactly as fol- 

* This was the ancient method of pronouncing his namCn
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iW's: ‘Lord, have m ercy on me, for I am  poor, and m is­
erable, and blind, and naked. A m en.’ The w ork w ent on. 
Samuel Carver was the leader.”

“ Father H a rr is ” lives in the sam e place still, and there 
it was that we took down his recollections o f  form er tim es. 
“The Harris appo in tm en t”  rem ains to  the p resen t tim e, 
»nJ there many have been born  into the kingdom  o f 
®rist. The old partiarch  still rem ains w ith  his children 
Bound him, all zealous for G od and the Church. H e  is 
patiently waiting the M aster’s sum m ons; b u t w'e hope m ay  
yet live for several years, for his life is no burden either to  
himself or any one else. F a th e r H a rris  is a happy old  
mn, with perhaps as little  to reg re t in the retrospect as any 
ether man living.

The following is an account (by  Rev. L . Cole) o f an en­
counter of Father H arris  w ith tw o P resby te rian  m in is te rs : 
“When Father H arris  and M rs. H orton  w ere both  young 
in religion, two m inisters were a t the house o f Squire H ollis­
ter. They sent for M r. H arris  and M rs. H orton. One o f  
them asked the la tte r i f  she loved G o d ; she answered, 
‘Yes.’ ‘W ould you love G od i f  you knew he w ould send 
you to hell V She was puzzled a t this, and did no t answ er. 
They then asked M r. H arris , ‘ D o  you love G odT  ‘ Y es.’
‘ Why do you love God V A ns. ‘ Because he first loved 
me.’ Min. ‘ M r. H arris , w ould you love G od i f  you knew 
he would send you to  hell V A ns. ‘N o.’ ‘ N ow,’ said M r.
Harris, ‘ I want to  ask  you a  question. D o  souls in hell 
love God V Ans. ‘ N o.’ ‘ H ow  then can sinners in the w ay
to hell love God if  they  do no t love G od in hell.’ The 
deigymen were puzzled by  the young M ethodist convert, 
ind he was perm itted to  rejoice in the full assurance o f 
iiith without further m olestation by  those bigoted and 
persecuting parsons, who seem ed to w ish to  troub le  M eth­
odist converts.”

David Stevens was the first traveling preacher who vis­
ited “ the H arris neighborhood.” H e  was adm itted  on tria l 
in 1795, and continued to  travel w ithin the bounds o f  the

*
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B altim ore Conference until 1825. H e  died D ecem ber 15 
o f tha t year, full o f  the H o ly  G host and o f  faith, frequently 
saying to  those who attended him , “ M y peace flows like 
a river.” H e  was a faithful laboriir, and was an instrument 
in the hands o f God in the conversion of m any souls.

1800. This y ear “ N orthum berland  and W y o m in g ” an 
attached to  the southern d istric t, and Joseph  E v ere tt ii 
presiding elder. The preachers are  E ph ra im  Chambers, 
E dw ard  Larkin, and A sa  Sm ith . C ham bers was a  veryj 
large m an and a strong preacher. H e  is represented by 
those who rem em ber him  as a  m an in advanced life, bein* 
quite g ray , and having a  com m anding voice and mannei 
H is  preaching created a g rea t sensation throughout the couB 
try , and was attended w ith g rea t good. The w ord o f Ga 
m ightily  g rew  and prevailed  th is y ear throughout the cii 
cuit. The progress o f  the w ork was m anifested m ore in a 
increased in terest in the religious services, and particulari 
in  the preaching o f  the word, than  in additions to 
societies.

This y ear was distinguished by  the erection o f  the first 
m eeting-house in W ilkesbarre , the sea t o f ju stice  for Lu­
zerne county. The church was b u ilt b y  a general subscrip­
tion  w ithout specification as to  w hat denom ination should 
have the control o f  it. A fter i t  w as inclosed Ephraim 
C ham bers preached a funeral serm on in  the new  churcl  ̂
which occasioned som e w ag to  observe, “ T hat w ill be 
M ethodist church, you’ll  see.” This w as no t a prophet^ 
in  the ord inary  acceptation o f  the te rm , b u t i t  turned out Ul 
be true  som e years  afterw ard . ;



THE SOUTHERN' DISTRICT, 1801-1810. 141

CHAPTEE YII.

e METHODISM IN  T H E SOUTHERN DISTRICT, 1801-1810.

This year the districts are nam ed for the first tim e. This 
• is called the Philadelphia d istrict, Jam es E vere tt, presiding
,■ elder. Ephraim C ham bers and A nning Owen w ere sta-
T tioned on W yom ing circuit in 1801. O wen had been
1 preaching in this field for a t  le a s t ten  years, and y e t he

was appointed b y  the b ishop to  labo r another year upon 
1 ' the same ground. Indeed, he had been ham m ering upon 

the consciences o f the people o f  W yom ing , as an exhorter 
. or preacher, ever since the sum m er o f  1788, and either the
,• people did not consider h im  w orn ou t o r they  w ere no t
. consulted in the appointm ent.

This year “ E lder C ham bers” began to  reap  the fru its o f 
t the labor of the preceding y ear in the aw akening and oon- 

; version of souls. A  revival b roke ou t on the P lains.
. ‘ Roger Searle was baptized in  the w inter b y  im m ersion, a
1 hole being cut through the ice in  o rder to  accom plish it.
1 : This was a great novelty  in the country.

Mrs. W right says the personal appearance o f  M r. 
i ’ Chambers was prepossessing, and he was called b y  com m on 

consent “ The great gun o f the G ospel.” H e  had pow erful 
I lungs, and used them  to  advantage ; he w as v ery  shrew d 

and devotedly pious. l i e  was once preaching to  a  la rge  
! congregation in a grove a t Sh icksh inney; a m an b y  the-nam e 

■ .p f Silas Jackson climbed up into a tree. M r. C ham bers 
B i a  he proceeded in his discourse fired up, as he was w ont 
K  to do, and thundered forth, “ C ursed is every  one th a t 
f  hangeth on a tree.” “ W ell, then,” says Jackson, “ if  th a t be 

the case ITl come down,” and  suiting the action to  the 
words descended, to  the no sm all am usem ent o f  the con­
gregation. M r. Cham bers was conscious o f  the responsi-



1 4 2 EARLY METHODISM.

bilities resting  upon him  as an am bassador o f Christ. Is 
passing T ilb e rry ’s Ledge, about five m iles below this place, 
he was once heard  to  groan ou t in the  anguish o f his spirit: 
“ W ho know s b u t th a t som e poor sinners w ill call upon 
th is m ountain  to  hide them  from  the presence o f H im  that
sitte th  upon the throne.”*

A  class was formed on the Tunkhannock, a t ranchers.' 
A  class was also  form ed a t  H opbottom , consisting of 
four persons, n am ely : Jacob  T ukesberry  and w'ife, Silas
Servis, and M rs. Saunders.

1802. This year is distinguished for the division of the 
w ork into conferences, N orthum berland  and Wyoming 
circuits are em braced w ithin the Ph iladelph ia  d istrict, PM- 
adelphia Conference. Thom as W a re  is the presiding 
and E phraim  C ham bers and W illiam  B ran d o n . are 
preachers on W yom ing  circuit.

The la tte r p a r t o f this conference year we begin to 
footprin ts in the form  o f quarterly  conference records, 
have been favored by  Sam uel W adham s, E sq., w ith the li 
o f a book which he found in the desk  o f  his father, the 
Calvin W adham s, containing the following title-pi 
“ S tew ard ’s Book for W yom ing  c ircu it; A shbel W all 
m oved a w a y ; D ariu s  W illiam s, C hristian  B o w '  
M oses W adham s, deceased.”

T hese nam es are  erased by  horizontal lin e s ; then helo» 
stands the fo llo w in g : “ S tew ards : D ariu s W illiam s, Ca| 
vin W adham s, Solom on Chapin.”

The first record  is o f a  qua rte rly  m eeting held at 
H ill M arch 26 and 27, 1803.

The colum n o f  receip ts contains the following credil 
W ilkesbarre , $2 9 3 ; P la in s, $1 70 ; P itts to n , 80 50 ; Pro-
denoe, $0 4 0 ; L ittle  Beach W oods, ------ •; G reat B
W oods, ------- ; S taunton Settlem ent, --------; Tunkhana
Q reek ,-------; A therton’s, ------- ; E x e te r, $1 1 1 ; Kings:
14 3 7 1 ; C arver’s, $1 3 7 i ; R oss H ill, $2 0 2 ; Plymou^

* Letter from Rev. Leonard Cole on the Origin of Metlioirmra.| 
Plymouth.
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12 50; Briar Creek, $ 0 '5 0 ;  Salem , --------; N ew port,
13 48; Naiiticoke, $1 4 8 ;  P ub lic  Collection, |1 0  4 6 ;  
Public Collection, $3 38.

The following are  the d isbu rsem en ts: E phra im  Cham­
bers—expenses, $3 0 0 ; quarterage, $9 1 0 ; $1 13. W il­
liam Brandon— expenses, $2  25 ; quarterage, $18 2 0 ; 
12 25.

1803. The Philadelphia Conference held its  session for 
this year in M ay. A  new  d is tric t appears on the Minutes 
this year called Susquehanna, Jam es Sm ith, presiding 
elder. The preachers w ere Jam es Polem us and H ugh 
M'Curdy. The old people say  th a t M ’C urdy w as a  
Philadelphian, and soon becam e “ hom esick,” and left^ no 
more to re turn* to  the circuit. Thom as D unn cam e on 
in his place, and was adm itted  on tr ia l a t  the nex t confer­
ence.

It is said that Sm ith was bo th  popular and useful. W hen  
he first made his appearance in W yom ing  he m et w ith an 
amusing reception. The q u arte rly  m eeting was in a bam , 
and what was unusual in those tim es, the presiding elder 
arrived late. H e  cam e to M r. Colem an’s and found the 
house left in charge o f  a little  girl. H e  asked the child if  
there was m eeting in the place tha t day. The answ er was, 
“Yes, sir; bu t it  w ill be o f no use for you to  go, for they do 
not let sinners in.”

Polemus was popular and useful. H e  is rep resen ted  as 
a great exhorter. H is  appeals w ere often-overw helm ing, 
and revivals followed him  w herever he w ent. Crandall 
Wilcox, Nathaniel Crandall, and others on the P la ins, w ere 
the fruit o f his labors.

Dunn was a  young m an, and som etim es p u t on a irs . A t 
Jacob Tukesberry’s a  large bow l o f  m ush w as se t on the* 
table. Dunn, gazing a t it, asked, “ H ow  do you ea t t h a t l ” 
Mr. Tukesberry was occasionally inclined to ' indulge in  a 
little dry humor, and he answ ered, “ W ith  yo u r fork.” If

•  He remained until the- second quarterly meeting. See Steward’s 
Book.
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the  question w as seriously put, the young m an was n<| 
much w iser for the answ er; if  i t  w as ironical, as is probahljj 
he received as good as he sent.

The finances o f th is year foot up  as follows : F ir s t qua 
ter, $32 7 8 ; second quarter, i t  is noted th a t “ the seven 
societies paid to the stew ards m oney which paid the preaches 
off—the m inutes w ere lo s t;” th ird  quarter, there was receive^ 
and paid $49 95 ; the fourth  quarter, $41 72. Supposii; 
the receipts o f the second q u arte r to  have amounted 
about the average o f  $45, the w hole receipts o f the ya 
w ould be $169 45.

A ccording to  th is estim ate, $169 45 w as all th a t was pai 
for the support o f the presid ing elder and tw o preachei 
and to  defray  their traveling  expenses.

T here  is nothing recorded in th is book b u t the financuj 
m a tte rs  : it  is valuable, however, as evidence o f the exh 
o f  the circuit, and the com parative streng th  o f the differa 
appointm ents. Taking the contributions as a  basis o f esAa 
m ate, W ilk esb a rre  takes rank  am ong the w eaker appoiut I 
m ents. The sam e fact appears for years. Kingston, Ross j 
H ill, N ew port, P lym outh , and Big Beech W ood,*  give nior̂  
thaii the county town. This only  illu stra tes a genen 
fact, and  th a t is, th a t M ethodism  took roo t first, and 

•m ost rap id ly  developed in the ru ra l districts. I t was 
m aking a  lodgm ent in the country, am ong the farmers, i 
com m encing operations in p riva te  houses and school-hous( 
tha t M ethodism  first acquired notorie ty  and influence, i 
by  shedding ligh t upon the tow ns from  all sides, it  final]] 
m ade itse lf felt am ong the m ore polished classes. Wehas^ 
before seen th a t the re  w ere strong elem ents o f opposition h | 
W ilkesbarre  to  be  conquered. Those elem ents made da 
pera te  resistanee, and only  y ielded to  persevering efibrts|

* We could find no explanation of a distinction made in the { 
Wyoming Stewards’ Book between “ Big Beech Woods ” and “ ] 
Beech Woods,” until we asked the venerable George Harmon whi 
those localities were. 'H is answer was, that Big Beech Woods was 1 
Dutch settlement in Canaan, and Little Beech Woods w'as near H(q 
bottom—probably Springville Hollow.
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Since Mr. Colbert traveled W yom ing , in  1798-9 , the 
it had been considerably enlarged, now extending up  

the Tunkhannock to  F ancher’s— into the Beech W oods in  
Susquehanna and W ayne counties.
. 1804. Tills year the Susquehanna d is tric t stands in  con- 
Mction with the Baltim ore Conference w ith  the sam e pre- 
Mng elder, Jam es. Sm ith, in charge. M orris  H ow e and 
Robert Burch were the preachers. The presid ing elder and 
the preachers were well received, being each in his w ay 
ebove mediocrity. Sm ith  we have m e t w ith before, in  the 
leke country, in Colbert’s Jou rna l. H e  w as called Irish  
Jemmy from the tim e o f  his becom ing a  preacher. H e  
Its regarded as a good preacher, b u t a little  queer. H ow e 
wee a gi’eat exhorter, and Burch, they  say, w as a  very  
loiaable man, and a  good preacher. W e  have seen all 
these men; with the la s t we becam e v ery  w ell acquainted. 
Howe’s pathetic strains, and Sm ith  and Burch’s Irish  w it, 
ire spoken of by the few who rem ain  o f  the M ethodists o f  
dat day with no little  in terest.

1805. This year Anning Owen is presid ing elder on the 
Susquehanna district, and Jam es P a y n te r and Jo seph  Car- 
ion are the preachers on W yom ing  circuit. O f F a th e r 
Piynter we have before spoken. H e  had traveled  on 
Wyoming circuit in 1794, and was rem em bered  and loved 
» a devout and holy man. Carson was a  young m an, hav­
ing been received this y ear on tr ia l. H e  was full o f  zeal, 

was the means of a g rea t aw akening and the conversion 
IImany souls. Father H arris  s a y s ; “A nn and A ner C arver 
lid Phebe Alerton were aw akened under a serm on which 

Hfe preached on ‘ The harvest is p as t and the sum m er is 
I  aided.’ ” The latter s a id : “ I f  B ro ther Carson w ould 

preach that sermon all around the circuit every  body w ould 
be converted.” Ann Carver m arried  a  M ulison, and is still 
living. We heard her speak in love-feast on Sabbath, Ju n e  5, 
1859. She is the only survivor o f  th e  old generation o f 
Cirvers.
bily Uelhodam. 1 0
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“ The g rea t and first rev ival in th is section o f  country, 
extending throughout B rier Creek, R oaring  Creek, Ilunting-j- 
ton, and the interm ediate and adjacent country , includinf: 
hundreds o f increase, com m enced in  the th ird  story (^. 
Thom as B ow m an’s stone house. B rier Creek, still stoid-j 
ing. T he room  included th e  en tire  upper story . I t  was a 
quarterly  m eeting, Septem ber, 1805. The room  w^as always 
crow ded and packed f u l l ; A im ing Owen, presiding elder, 
Jam es P a y n te r and Jo sep h  C arson, circuit preachers. Chris* 
topher F ry e , from  L ycom ing circuit, was very  efficient at 
th a t re v iv a l; he was a  fine-looking, large man, and an exc^; 
len t preacher.”— Jesse Bowman. ,

1806.. C hristopher F ry e  and A lfred  Griffith are tU  
preachers on W yom ing  circuit this year. 1

The following curious incidents are  related  by 
N adal, in  a sketch o f M r. Griffith given in  the Ladi® 
R ep o s ito ry : j

“ In 1806 the subject o f  our sketch was received into 
B altim ore Conference and appointed  to  W yom ing  circui| 
w ith  C hristopher F ry e  as his colleague. The circuit, lik» 
all others in th a t day, was large, and the fare poor aii 
coarse enough. The only drink  they had besides water ww 
coffee (1) m ade of buckw heat bread. The process of mik* 
ing th is drink  was to  hold a piece of buckw heat bread, callsi 
a  slap-jack, in the fire in the tongs till com pletely charred, and 
then to  boil it  in an iron  po t. The liquor thus obtained, 
sw eetened w ith  m aple sugar, received from  M r. Griffith fk 
nam e o f “ slap-jack coffee,”  and b y  this designation carnets 
be generally  known. A s to  eating, from  early  in June til 
autum n, except when on the F la ts , they had no t a morsel d 
m eat o f any kind.* P o u ltry  could no t be raised, nor.pig^ 
nor sheep, for as soon as anything o f the so rt m ade its ^

* One nniicquainted with the country embraced in Wyoming cin^ 
would scarcely have a correct idea of it from this representation. At tkii 
time the circuit liad been so extended as to embrace several new sea 
mentsin Susquehanna and Wayne counties, then called the Big andLil 
Beech Woods and the Swamp. Here were the poverty, the “ slap-|



pearanee it was carried off b y  the foxes, the bears, the pan­
thers, or the wolves. I f  now and then a  m an was found 
bold enough to  a ttem p t to  keep a hog, the pen was bu ilt 
just at the front door o f the cab in ; and i f  he owned , a  ca lf i t  

! was brought up and tied  behind the house every  night, and 
j the guns kept loaded, and a t hand, to^ drive off o r kill the 

invading panther o r wolf. A s they rested  a t night on their 
I bear-skins or deer-skins, they frequently  heard around them  

fie wailing scream o f  the pan ther o r the howl o f the w o lf; 
and the sight o f the b ear was m ore com m on than th a t o f 
a pig or a lam b.
- “The sleeping was as poor in some instances as the eat­
ing and drinking. A bou t fifty m iles from  the F la ts  lived 
a humble family b y  the nam e o f  Cram er, consisting o f hus­
band and wife, w ith one son, A bram . Their house was 
both stopping place and church for our young itinerant, 
who had for his bed, when he rem ained over night w ith 
them, the fram e o f  an old loom , across whose beam s 
were laid slats, and on the slats a bear-skin o r two. 
These, with a pair o f clean sheets, which w'ere kep t exclu­
sively for the preachers, and a  few superincum bent duds, 
constituted the sleeping apparatus. A be, as he was fam ili­
arly called, was the preacher’s bed-fellow, and on one occa­
sion, when M r. Griffith had ju s t com m itted h im self to  his 
room and bear-skins for the night, and lay  w aiting for young 
Abram, who was a  s ta lw art boy  o f tw enty , he happened to  
cast his eye in one com er o f the room , or ra ther o f the 
bam, that room being the only  one, when a sight m et 
him at once puzzling and grotesque. T here was good 
mother Cramer, w ith her boy, A be, before her, who stood, 
with lamblike docility, w hile the old lady  pinned around 
him a snow-white sheet, which reached from  the chin to  
the ground, making him  look, his decidedly hum an head

coffee” and “ no meat.” “ The Flats” is the Wyoming Valley. Twelve 
appointments out of eighteen were located on the river, where the people 
lived comfortably in 1806, and never heard of such a thing as “ slap-jack 
coffee.”
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being excepted, for a ll the w orld like a  veritable gh(
‘ W hy, m other,’ said the young preacher, ‘ w hat oi 
earth  are you doing to  A b e l A re  you m aking a ghost 
o f  him  V •

‘“ N o, child,’ rep lied  the inventive housewife, ‘no, bat 
A be isn’t  fit to  sleep w ith a  p reacher unless he is wrapped 
up in som e such w ay as th is.’

“ A t one o f  his appoin tm ents the young preacher was 
m e t by  an Irishm an, b y  the nam e o f  M atthew  Bortree, who 
had been a M ethodist in his native country, b u t having emi. 
g ra ted  to  this country, and se ttled  w here he enjoyed no rOt 
ligious advantages, he had becom e cold and backslidden. 
B ut the H o ly  S p irit again v isited him , and he became 
deeply  anxious to  retrieve his sp iritual losses, and the ob­
je c t o f his p resen t v isit was to  g e t the prom ise of the 
preachers to  v is it his settlem ent, and establish there aa 
appointm ent. The settlem ent w as o f  about tw enty  yearrf, 
standing, and y e t a serm on had never been heard, nor 
m in is te r o f the gospel seen in it.

“ U pon consultation betw een the preachers i t  was agreei 
th a t M r. Griffith should m ake the first v isit to  the new fieldj: 
and preach the G ospel in  the regions beyond to  j 
who had  never heard its  joy fu l proclam ation. The time 
w as fixed, and a young m an was to  be sent to  m eet the 
p reacher a t K ram er’s, and conduct him  through the great 
w ilderness called the ‘ Big Beech W oods ’ to  B ortree’s house.. 
In pursuance o f  his engagem ent, a t the p roper tim e Mt) 
Griffith s ta rted  for K ram er’s, rode all day w ithout eating 
m orsel, and reached the friendly cabin about nightfall 
having come abou t fifty miles. O f course he was weary ani 
hungry. M other K ram er said she was g lad to  see him, hut 
so rry  he had come, for she had nothing, nothing a t all to 
give him  to  eat. M r. Griffith said he was so rry  too, for k  
w as very  h u n g ry ; couldn’t  M other K ram er possibly find 
som ething th a t a m an  could ea t ? T he good woman prom­
ised to  try , and upon rum aging am ong som e broken erode- 
e ry  she found a d ry  cru s t o f  b read, which, added to  a veqr
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fish which A be had tha t day caught in the branch, and 
she immediately cooked, w as the supper and d inner 

; young preacher, a fte r a  ride o f  fifty m iles and preach- 
twice.

“The fish and the bread, which P rovidence m ade suffi- 
without a miracle, being found, the good woman 
out a wash-tub and placed a board  over it  for 

le, on which in the m oiety  o f  a p la te  she arrayed  the 
er, and before which she placed a three-legged s to o l; 
hvited the preacher to  eat, adding, as she concluded her 
iation, ‘There’s your d in n e r; i t ’s a ll I  h a v e ; i f  I had 
; you should have it. B ut if  you are a good m an it’s 
! enough for you, and i f  no t i t ’s too good.’

By daybreak the next m orning the father and A be had 
I from the mill, w hither they  had gone to  replenish 

exhausted larder, and the young itineran t had, con- 
’ng time and place, a  good breakfast, p len ty  o f  com  
, washed down w ith slap-jack coffee, th a t and nothing

“The next evening he and his guide arrived  a t  the settle- 
, and were met by  seventy  o r eighty  persons, a ll anx- 
to see that strange sight, a  preacher. H e  p u t up w ith 
«, and no sooner was he in the house than they  in- 
he should preach the sam e evening. H e  consented 

’ while he preached the people gazed and w ondered ; no t 
present, perhaps, except B ortree, had ever before been 
ess of such a scene. The nex t day  he preached m orn- 
afternoon, and night. A fter the second service he was 

ehed by a great rough fellow  b y  the nam e o f  Bill 
ens, who asked him what he m eant by  the M ethodist Epis- 
1 Church. The answ'er was given b y  reading from  the 
’pline the General E ules and the articles o f faith. Clem- 
with ill-suppressed indications o f  feeling, rem arked  th a t 
at was all he would no t object to  becom ing a M eth- 
, himself. The appointm ent was regu larly  k ep t up, 

d when winter set in the seriousness m arked  from  the 
felt had grown into deep penitence, and there  w as a  repe-
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tition  o f those scenes o f  revival which had been witnessed 
so m any p a rts  o f the county. T he young preacher coiil 
b u t observe th a t these people, w ho had never beheld a 
vival, had never even read  o f  one when converted, wept, 
joiced, shouted, ju s t as he had seen so m any do in  his natW 
s ta te ; and before conference every  m an and woman, as 
every  child over fourteen y ea rs  oTd in  the w hole settlemeiiis 
had  professed religion and  jo ined  the Church, w ith  a sin^ 
exception, and he was a  w hisky se ller. E ven  this maul 
wife was b rough t in. T he reform ation, however, took fn̂  
h im  his occupation, and cursing the neighborhood into h j 
he left for p a rts  unknow n. M atthew  B ortree becam e a lod 
preacher, and B ill C lem ens a class-leader, and on the 
w here B ortree’s house stood now stands, as we a re  infomii 
a  fine church.”

E ry e  was a large m an, had a g rea t voice, and a fiery 
M rs. F an n y  C ary s a y s : “ H e  was a  g reat preacher, p  
g rea t exhorter. H e  w ould p ray , and sing, and get hap 
and the people w ould hang around him. G reat revivals 
low ed him .”

F a th e r  H a rris  says when F ry e  first cam e on to  the 
cuit, he w as m uch tried  w ith shouting and jum ping  ; but 
a  certain occasion, in  his old log house, he saw  him 
bappy  and ju m p  so high th a t his head cam e into coni 
w ith  a  shelf nailed under the beam s. O f course he sai’ 
m ore  against shouting and jum ping. H e  further says 
som e o f  the law yers o f  W ilk esb a rre  said he was a fool 
b e  a M ethodist preacher, as he was fit for a  statesm 
any o ther professional character. A s M r. F ry e  was a 
stout m an, w hen he cam e on the circuit rum or said

if  the row dies did no t take  care he w ould take them by 
neck and throw  them  ou t d o o rs ;” to  which they  repli 
th a t “ if  he did n o t tak e  care he w ould get fried.” 
course, however, w as very  conciliatory, and die secured 
respect o f all classes.

M rs. G arland, daughter o f  Jacob  T ukesbury , now li 
in  H opbottom , gives the following account o f Mr. F



labors in that p lace ; “ There was quite an accession to  the 
Church this year. F ry e  was as rough as a meat-ax. F ro m  
the commencement the m eetings had been held in m y  

t firther’s kitchen. M y grandfather a t first was a persecutor.
’ My mother had been a P resby terian , and when she prayed it 
|,%*s in a low tone o f  voice. M y grandfather would often 
ti»y to her, when in p ra y e r ; ‘ P ra y  louder, I w ant to  hear 

On one occasion when F ry e  was preaching, grand­
er began to weep. M other asked F ry e , after preaching, 
let him come into class-meeting. F ry e  had no t noticed 
evidence of deep em otion in grandfather, and he answ ered 

lier very roughly; ‘ Y ou know he is an old persecutor, and 
"^hat do you want him  in class-m eeting for V ‘ I believe,’ 
,,»id my mother, ‘ he is under conviction, for I saw him  
itfeep.’ ‘0 ,’ replied F ry e , ‘ I w ish you r charity  bag was 
^  quite so large.’ M y m other, nothing daunted, b rought 
llte  old gentleman in, broken-hearted, and weeping like a  

diild. Mrs. Saunders had never before professed religion. 
But when she saw m other leading grandfather into class­
meeting she started on herself, and as she entered  the door 
the began to shout. A ll seem ed to  catch the spirit, and 

, tuch a shout I never heard from  so sm all a  company.
I “ John Stull, a Germ an, was under conviction, b u t his 

Fe opposed him. On a  certain occasion there was consid- 
ible noise made •, he becam e angry, and said he did no t 
it to go to heaven in tha t w ay. This was a sad poin t in 
history, for he became a contem ner o f religion and relig- 

us people; and m any years after, when he was an old 
in, he declared he had never had any feeling on the sub- 
!t of religion since tha t tim e. O ld M r. F o ste r H orton, 

in general, was a fine m an, b u t was occasionally overcom e 
with drink. W hen he got over , it  he w ould confess, and 
promise amendment. On one o f these occasions old M r. 

p Stull said he had got H orton  off into the devil’s church 
three times, but he guessed the L ord  w ould g e t h im  after 

1. Horton finally died happy.
Nicholas H orton was a  class-leader and stew ard, and he

THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT, 1801-1810. 15 1
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was a  g rea t stick ler for order in w orship. R ichard Saunders 
was a poor, s im ple young m an, having ju s t sense enough to 
en ter into the religious sym pathies o f  the tim es, bu t not 
enough to  know  th a t he could no t p ray  to edification in public. 
H is  p rayers w ere so sim ple and incoherent th a t they  occasion­
ed m uch m errim ent am ong the outsiders.*  Nicholas Horton 
told R ichard tha t he m ust n o t p ray  any m ore in meeting, 
for his p raying was so weak and blundering th a t he tried  the 
brethren. P o o r R ichard laid this deeply a t heart, and shed 
m any tears over i t  H e  knew  no t how to get along, feeling 
i t  his duty  to  p ray , and w ishing no t to  give offense. He 
finally concluded th a t as G od could do all things, he would 
go to  him  and ask h im  to  learn  him how to  p ray  better. 
W h en  U ncle B agley w as coming to  m eeting on Sunday 
m orning he heard a  hum an voice in the woods. The tones 
w ere solem n and plaintive. H e  sto le  up near, and found it 
was R ichard. H e  listened, and heard, often repeated, these 
w ords : ‘ O Jesus, do learn  m e how to  p ray  ! b rethren  tried 
w ith  me, I p ray  s o ! O L o rd ! O L o rd ! O L o rd ! do leant 
m e to  p ray  !” Uncle B agley cam e to  m eeting and told the 
ta le , weeping, and they  a ll agreed to  le t R ichard pray  as 
w ell as he could. The restriction was taken off, much toj 
the  com fort o f the poor, sim ple creature, and he w ent on* 
as usual, p robab ly  presum ing th a t G od had answered- 
p ra y e r  and taught h im  to  p ray . R ichard Saunders died: 
v e ry  happy .”

A fte r N icholas H orton  M r. E aton, who lived in Springs 
ville  H ollow , six  m iles d istant, was class-leader. N ext to 
him  Jacob  T ukesbury  occupied the place, which he com 
tinued to  do until E dw ard  P a in e  cam e into the place, in 
1810. *

* We once heard Richard pray. His prayer consisted in broken ntter-  ̂
ances: “ 0  Lord 1 O Lord ! O Lord I O help I 0  help ! 0  come I 0  come 1 
O Lord! 0  Lord I 0  L o r d T h e  close was the one, we were told, which 
he uniformly used: “ Forever eend, amen I” When his prayer was thoi 
formally closed he was as happy as a king. He shouted “ glory !” and s 
bounded like a sporting lamb on the green-sward, overflowing with life and 
delightful emotions. S
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’ In a communication from  Rev. W illiam  Round, we are  
informed that M rs. P o lly  P o tte r  says she thinks F ry e  was 
the first M ethodist preacher who preached in Gibson. This 
was during the y ear now under review, when F ry e  and 
Griffith traveled on W yom ing  circuit. M argare t Bennet 
and George W illiam s w ere the first M ethodists in Gibson. 
Williams came to  the place in 1809, and M rs. B ennet the 
year before. There was then no class there. W illiam s joined 
the class a t M ount P leasant, and M rs. Bennet first joined 
the Baptists, and subsequently  the M ethodists, a t H opbottom . 
They had both been M ethodists a t the E ast. These tw o 
persons were p illars in the little  Church in G ibson when we 
traveled the B ridgew ater circuit in 1819. The first M eth­
odist sermon was preached a t the house o f  a M r. Brundage, 
a Baptist, on w hat is now called the Thom as place, near 
where the church now stands.

The preachers o f  th a t period  found their w ay to the peo­
ple, however deeply buried  in the dense forests, w ithout 
waiting to be invited. T hey  preached and lodged a t the 
houses of Baptists, P resby terian s, and all o thers who w ould 
receive them.

1807. This year, in the m onths o f  Ju n e  and Ju ly , B ishop 
Ashgry made a tou r through the country, from  the H udson 
up the Mohawk, on to  the lake country, and thence south 
down the Susquehanna. T hrough the whole rou te  he touches 
Mr. Colbert’s old points, and finds m any  o f  the sam e hearts 
and hands open to  supply  his w ants which m inistered to  
the early pioneer. H aving  reached “ D aniel D orsey ’s,” and 
preached in the region round about, he set his face tow ard 
Tioga. W e give here several extracts from  his J o u rn a l :

'‘■Thursday, July  9. A t K ress’s. W e  se t out, dining a t  
Doan’s, and came to Catrine, a t  the head o f  Seneca Lake, 
thirty m iles; the swamps, sloughs, ru ts , and stum ps m ade 
it awful moving. W e  lodged a t Baldw in’s tavern .

"Friday, 10. W e  directed our rou te  through N ew  Town, 
upon the east branch o f the Susquehanna, [now E lm ira , on 
the Chemung, a  branch o f  the Susquehanna, b u t no t “



1 5 4 EAKLY METHODISM.

’ east b ran d i,” ] to Shonemang, [C hem ung;] rested  a  whil# 
■ a t Jacob  C rosse’s, and then passed the narrow s o f  the rivet, 

continuing on by  Shepherd’s m ill to  T ay lo r’s tavern. |  
was ten o’clock, and I was fearful o f driving further in t^ 
dark . 1

Saturday, 11, b rought us to  the camp-meeting on Squirj 
L igh t’s ground. W e  found i t  had been in operation twt 
days. G od is in the cam p, and w ith us. Since the 1^  
Sabbath  we have traveled  one hundred and tw enty  milesj 
and w ith good roads and even ground we m ight have m a^ 
three hundred m iles in  the sam e tim e. The heights o f thf 
Susquehanna a re  stu p en d o u s; the bottom -lands very  fertile] 
b u t this river runs through a  country  o f unpleasing aspect 
m ora lly  and physically . R ude, irregular, uncultivated if 
the g round ; wild, ignorant, and wicked are  the peoj 
T hey have no t been w earied b y  m y  la b o rs ; except
neighborhood o f Lancaster, and b y  w hat 1 m ay once hi 
done in a  v isit to  W yom ing , they are  strangers to them.

M att, xviii, 2. Som e sots w ere a  little  d isorderly , bu t M  
g rea te r p a r t o f the congregation w ere very  attentive. W eali 
as I was I did no t spare myself, m y  subject, o r m y heareii

^"■Sunday, 12. M y subject was 2  Cor. v, 20. M y cqngra 
gation m ay  have doubled in num bers to-day, and the» 
w ere no troublesom e drunkards. I feel as i f  God would 
own this m eeting now, and continue to  own i t  m any  days,^j 
various fam ilies and places. 1 ordained five w orthy ma^ 
local preachers, nam ely, D aniel W ilcox, John  B. Hudso%; 
Sam uel E m m itt, John  M ’Caine, and N athaniel Lewis, to tbe 
office o f deacon. H ad  1 no t m ade th is v isit these raeo 
m ight have w aited a long tim e, o r taken a long ride to find 
m e. In  the afternoon. Sabbath, the re  w as an uproar among 
the  people. Som e intoxicated young m en seated them­
selves by  the women, and refused to  m ove until compelled 
T h ey  fought those m en who cam e to  take them  aw ay ; Md

am  now on m y  first jou rney  o f to il and suffering th rou^ j 
G enesee and Tioga. 1 preached on the camp-ground froi||

I t  m ay  be I spoke to  one thousand people.
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then the presiding elder interfered they struck a t  him , and 
me of the guards also, who was helping b y  order o f  the 
eonstables. There w ere m agistrates, such as they  were, to  
cry peace. The Owego gen try  fled away, cackling false­
hood, like wild geese. O ne Kem p, chief bully , arrested  
A. Owen on M onday m orning for the sabbath-breaking, 
drunkenness, and fighting o f this K em p and his crew. The 
presiding elder was charged w ith having struck K em p, and 
then running away. N or was the poor bishop sp a red ; 
he too had been fighting. I t  was w ell for him  th a t he 
was not on the ground a t  the tim e. I was quiet in  m y  
room.

'^Monday, 13. W e  rode to  Tioga, and B ro ther Shipper 
gave us our dinner. A  ride  o f sixteen m iles b rough t us to  
Mineer’s, where we lodged. T ioga P o in t, a t the junction of 
Chemung and the river, is a  p leasan t spot.

"•Tuesday, 14. W e  cam e six m iles to  Ju d g e  G ore’s. H ere  
1 preached upon Jo h n  vii, 17. W h en  w e set ou t on 
Wednesday we found we w ere obliged to  tak e  the carriage 
over a precipice b y  hand. T he road to  the ferry  was 
rough; and behold, the b o a t was gone, and the bank caved 
and washed away. A  look upon the wheel, and the assist­
ance of a strap, eriabled us to  pass the su lkey down by  
hand. Major Gay lor, a t  W yalusing , lodged us w ell and 
freely. •

"Thursday, 16. W e  cam e eleven m iles to  breakfast a t 
Sturtevant’s ; and eleven m iles m ore b rough t us to  H u n t’s 
Ferry. After dining a t V osburg’s, free and kind, we w ent 
on to Newton Sm ith’s, ten  m iles further. I ordained m y  
host a deacon in his own house. ^
■ "Friday, 17. To Sutton’s, ten  m iles ; the house nea t as 
a palace, and we were entertained like kings by  a king and 
queen. It was no sm all consolation to  lie down on a clean 
floor after all we had suffered from  d ir t and its  conse­
quences. Once m ore I am  atW ym m ing. W e  have w orried 
through and clambered over one hundred m iles o f the rough 
roads of wild Susquehanna. 0  the precip itous banks,

THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT, 1801-1810.
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f  w inding narrow s, rocks, sideling hills, obstructed  paths, and 
I. fords scarcely fordable, ru ts, stum ps, and gulleys !
I “ Sunday, 19. I w ent to  the woods and preached, and or­

dained C hristian and Thom as B ow m an deacons. Before I 
go t through m y  discourse the ra in  cam e on, and I made i 
b rie f  fin ish ; th e  people w ere attentive. In the afternoM 
the preachers and m any o f the people w ent to  a  b a m ; there 
w ere showers o f  rain  and thunder while service was perform­
ing. M y first v is it to  W y o m in g  was in great toil and 'to  litde 
purpose. 1 am  afraid I shall have no b e tte r success now, 

“ Monday, 20. W e  set ou t on a tu rnpike road, but 0 
d read fu l! I cam e sliding down a dug road precipice, dark 
and deep, b u t safe. A b o u t nine o’clock we m ade M r. Mer- 
w in’s ta v e rn ; and here w ere drink, and smoke, and wag­
oners, but we closed with prayer. W e  cam e along early on 
T uesday through the W in d  G ap, seventeen m iles, to Hel­
le r ’s and breakfasted.”

The service in W yom ing , directed by  the bishop, is weB 
rem em bered  by  several persons who w ere present. “ Tin 
w oods” was the grove by  the old F o r ty  F o r t  ehurch. Thii 
was the y ear th a t church was bu ilt, and the tim ber wai 
ly ing  abou t a t the tim e B ishop A sbu ry  was there. A 
stand  w as prepared  for the preacher's under the shada 
W hen the bishop kneeled to  p r a y  i t  began to  sprinkle, and 
W m . B u tler kneeled b y  his side and held an um brella  ovef 
him . Before he had finished his serm on sharp lightning 
flashed and te rrib le  thunder roared. M any were alarmed 
and fled, b u t the good bishop w as calm  as a sum m er even­
ing. A  litt le  g irl who was b rough t by  her m other to hear 
the bishop w as frightened b y  the thunder and lightning; 
observing the calm ness o f the good m an, she thought “ it ii' 
religion tha t m akes h im  so fearless am id the s to rm .” Thd‘ 
im pressions which she received on th a t occasion never leffe 
her until she found the Saviour. T h a t little  g irl is now i  
lad y  far down the vale o f  years , b u t s till lives to  tell tĥ  
s to ry  o f  that in teresting  day.

The bishop’s description o f  the roads w ould be no e



eration if  it had been w ritten  a  dozen years afterw ard  
when we came down from  the north  to  W yom ing . A s to  
the complaints which are  m ade b y  M r. C olbert and Bishop 
Asbury of the dom estic habits o f the people w ith respect to  
comforts, cleanliness, and the like, le t it  be understood th a t 
those complaints cam e from  tw o bachelors, who could 
•oercely appreciate the difficulties in  the w ay o f  keeping 
dean among b u rn t logs and stum ps, and especially o f keep­
ing a large group o f children in a  perfectly  tidy  condition.

' The poor m others who raise  num erous families in  th e  
woods, among sm oldering log-heaps and burning brush, a re  
aititled to a little  consideration. W e  plead for the early  
settlers, and m ust m odestly  p ro tes t against the too sum m ary  
condemnation of our w orthy fathers and m others, because 
occasionally they w ere no t able to  keep the rich and adhe- 
sire soil always, and all o f it, under the soles o f  the ir feet, 
fhey had not relapsed into barbarism , although “ d ir t and 
all its consequences ” w ere often inconveniently p resen t in 
their log-cabins. W e  speak from  personal knowledge, and 
make this defense in dow nright good faith, a lbeit we used 
to have our senses shocked occasionally w ith certain un­
seemly things o f which such g rea t com plain t is often heard 
coming down from the olden tim es.

The bishop seems to  have no adequate idea o f  the im ­
portance of his first v isit to  W yom ing . H e  w rongly

1 judges that it was “ to  little  purpose.” W e  have already  
seen that the plans which he conceived on the ground, in 
1793, resulted in a g rea t awakening, and th a t the fruits o f  
the labors of that g rea t m an, V alentine Cook, w hom he 
sent for from W yom ing, w ere both  abundant and perm a­
nent. It is well, perhaps, th a t we do no t alw ays know 
how much we are doing.

This year Gideon D rap er and W illiam  B utler a re  th e  
preachers upon W yom ing circuit. T his w as the firet y ea r 
of Butler’s itinerancy. H e  was a devoted young m an, and, 
Bs one who rem em bers him  w ell says, “ he preached only 
to save souls, and was much beloved.”
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T he meeting-house a t F o rty  F o r t  w as so far completed this 
y ear as to  be  occupied for divine service, and it was ar­
ranged th a t the M ethodists and Preisbyterians should occBpj 
i t  alternately . There w as a g rea t revival in the circuhi 
which resu lted  in the addition o f one hundred members.

CANAAN CIRCUIT FORMED.

Before Bishop A sbu ry  left W yom ing  he directed Gideoli 
D rap e r to  spend his tim e, for the rem ainder o f the year, 
on w hat was subsequently  called Canaan circuit, but what 
was then  called “ the M ission.” M r. D rap er immediatetj 
crossed Cobb’s M ountain and entered upon his woA 
D aniel H itt , who traveled  this y ear w ith Bishop Asbury, 
le ft the bishop a t  K ingston, and passed on w ith Mr. D r ^  
through the sw am p tow ard  N ew  Y ork.*

M r. D rap e r first called a t M ajor W oodbridge’s, in whil 
is now Salem , W ay n e  county. H e  was in his m ill; itw! 
a  log  m i l l ; and when M r. D rap e r opened to  him  his bui 
ness the m ajor was som ew hat reserved, b u t treated him 
w ith  becom ing courtesy. M r. D . proposed to  preach thi 
nex t Sabbath, and the m ajor djd no t object. H e invitrf 
M r. D rap e r to  partake  o f  the hospitalities o f  his house, hi 
said nothing about his having a  regu la r appointm ent in ttf 
place un til a fter the Sabbath, when he heard him prea4 
th ree tim es. The people flocked ou t to  hear the missio 
ary , and gave g rea t a ttention  to  the word. Indeed, at 
very  first there  w ere evident indications o f a divine i 
ence a t w ork  upon the hearts o f the people.

M ajor W oodbridge was a  P resb y te rian  o f many ye* 
standing, although in no wise bigoted. H e  was a man 
intelligence, o f character, and o f  influence. H e  was a f  
slow  to pledge h im se lf for the support oi" the new sect, 
he len t an ear, and proceeded as he saw  the light. Hav’ 
heard  M r. D raper, and seen the in terest which was aw 
cned am ong the people, he had no d oub t bu t tha t God

* The account of Mr. Draper’s labors on the misBion were reed 
from him at hie house in Clifton, New York, November, 1859. >
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the movement, and he prom ised him  his m ost cordial 
lapport. H e invited M r. D rap e r to  establish regular preach­
ing at his house, and gave him  every facility in his work.

He gave him a le tte r  o f introduction to  Squire Chapman, 
it Pawpack, and caused an appointm ent to  be sent on in 
idvance. On his way M r. D raper preached in  the Irish  
Settlement, in Newfoundland, now Sterling. H e re  was set­
tled a number o f Irish  M ethodist fam ilies which had been 
formed into a class under F ry e  and Griffith.

As Mr. D raper proceeded from  the Irish settlem ent to  
Squire Chapman’s he overtook two young m en ; one o f them  
was quite talkative,-and finally said he was going to  Squire 
Chapman’s to hear one D ra p e r  preach. H e  had heard th a t 
Draper had raised the devil a t  W oodbridge’s, b u t he did no t 
believe he could do anything a t Chapm an’s. H e  was going 
to hear what the fellow had to  say for himself. W ell, said 
Mr. Draper, I am  going there too, and we wdll go in  com­
pany and see how he m akes out. The fellow w as com pletely 
lirown from his guard  b y  M r. D rap er’s m anner. They 
talked on like old cronies, the young m an no t failing in 
every way to show his contem pt for the M ethodists and his 
respect for the stranger, who, although he had the appear­
ance of a gentleman, w as as sociable and as good a fellow 
as could be scared up anyw here in the woods.

They came within sight o f  the house w here the M ethodist 
meeting was to  be held, and there w ere horses tied to  the 
fence, and people standing around the house, everything, in­
deed, indicating a large gathering. M r. D rap e r’s new friend 
insisted on taking charge o f his horse, and followed him  into 
the house, and seated h im self near by  him . The people 
were talking about the preacher, and doubting w hether he 
would come. M r. D rap e r was seated near a  rough partition , 
and heard M rs. Chapman, from  the o ther side, express reg re t 
to her husband that the appointm ent had been given out.

When the tim e arrived M r. D rap er arose, taking his hym n 
book and sm all Bible from  his pocket, and rem arked tha t 
he supposed it  was tim e to  begin the m eeting. E verybody
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was surprised, b u t no one so m uch as the young man who 
had unw ittingly  taken the p reacher under his patronaga 
The congregation was quiet and respectful a t  first, bu t beforo 
the discourse was concluded m any  wept, and a  universal 
in terest was excited.

A t the conclusion o f the service M r. D rap e r informed the 
people th a t he was a m issionary, and i f  any  o f  them  wished 
to have their children baptized he would attend to  it at their 
houses the next day. A ccordingly, the day following he 
w ent from  house to  house, teaching and baptizing. He 
parents w ept, the children stared, and som e o f  them wert 
badly  frightened. •

Squire Chapm an g lad ly  consented to  the proposition fed 
another appointm ent, and gave M r. D rap e r le tters o f intiW 
duction to  his friends.

M r. D rap e r appointed a  love-feast to  be held in Major 
W oodbridge’s barn. T hey adm itted  all who wished Hi 
com e in, and the barn  w as full. There w ere only thr 
four to  speak, bu t they  spoke over and over. M ajor \i 
bridge, his wife, and a  D utch  woman, w ere all th a t M 
had to  help him . The D utch w om an becam e boiste 
and the m ajor was a little  alarm ed, and cam e to M r. D 
asked him  i f  tha t would no t do harm . M r. D . told hi 
ra th e r thought not, and his friend seemed content.

M any w ere awakened, and the m eeting continued 
la te  a t  night. A n  old raftsm an, seventy years o f age, 
awakened and converted. M r. D . told the m ajor to 
the nam es o f  a ll who w ished to  join the society, and he i 
lead the m eetings. Twenty-tw o persons gave him 
nam es, and he w^as regu larly  installed as a  elass-leadi 
the M ethodist Church alm ost before he was aw are of it 

A  revival followed the first m eeting a t Squire Chapm
and a  class was form ed there. The Squire was appoi 
leader, and the young fellow whose acquaintance 
preacher m ade by  the w ay, on his first visit, was convei 
and M r. D . appointed him  assistant leader.

M ajor W oodbridge and Squire Chapm an were both p



Presbyterians, who had long been lam enting the com para­
tive heathenism o f  the country, and p ray ing  for relief. 
They wisely judged th a t M ethodism  w as ju s t the thing for 
the times, and becam e fully enlisted in its aggressive m ove­
ments. They w ere w idely known, and w ith  their endorse­
ment Mr. D . everyw here had access to  the b e s t fam ilies.

Mr. D. next w ent to  the Delaw are, bearing  a  le tte r  o f in­
troduction to  a  D r. Pew , who was a m an o f  means, and had 
built a stone church for the accommodation o f  his neighWbrs 
who wished to  a ttend  divine service. H e  was kindly  re­
ceived, and continued there  a week. H e  crossed the Dela^ 
ware and preached. F ro m  this po in t he sent on an appoint­
ment to Bethany b y  Sheriff W oodw ard. D r. P ew  was now 
his friend and gave him  his influence. I t  was in the w in ter 
that he visited Bethany, arid sixteen sleigh loads followed 
him to the county seat.

At Bethany he found th a t an old B aptist elder had 
warned the people against him  as “ an E nglish  s p y ” and 
“a horse-thief.” A  large congregation assem bled in the 
court-house to  hear him . H e  referred  to  the slanderous 
report, and, calling the slanderer by  nam e, wished to  know 
if he were present. Upon being to ld  tha t he was no t there, 
he gave a satisfactory account o f him self, and left another 
appointment. The next day he called upon the old elder and 
gave him his choice, either to  take back w hat he had said, 
or to sustain a prosecution. H e  w isely chose the form er, 
and thus the m atte r ended.

The intelligence o f the conversion to M ethodism  o f  M ajor 
Woodbridge and Squire Chapman, and m any o ther P resb y ­
terians, had gone back to  N ew  E ngland, and a decided ef­
fort was set on foot to  retake the ground. M issionaries 
were dispatched to  these new ly settled  regions to  teach the 
people the orthodox doctrines o f the “ old standing order,” and 
to reclaim apostates from Calvinism. Some o f  these m ission­
aries were not the m en for the work, and the ir labors had 
no other effect thap to  confirni the converts to  M ethodism  
in their new faith. M r. D . gives a few illustratjonsi o f th i s :

Ekrly M ethodism. 1 1
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H e  cam e to  M ount P leasan t, and w as m et a t the dow 
b y  the landlady, who knew him , and to ld  th a t a Presby­
terian  m in ister w as there. H e  w ent in and found the gen­
tlem an in  the m idst o f a sto ry  o f  converting a  Methodist 
p reacher a t Chenango. W h en  M r. H . had concluded his story 
M r. D raper said a few w ords, a t  which he took huge offense, 
and, upon hearing som e one address M r. D . b y  name, he 
added, “ D rap e r 1 I have heard o f him  ; he is m ore of i 
knkve than a fool.” T he tw o m issionaries w ere obliged to 
sleep in the sam e bed. M r. H . w as furious, and went to 
bed in a  tow ering passion. M r. D . teased him, and he be­
cam e so boisterous th a t som e boys, w ho listened on the
outside o f  the house, reported  th a t he cursed and swore at 
D raper.

In the m orning M r. D . asked M r. H . w here he was going. 
“ I am  going to  Squire Chapm an’s, he is a  Presbyterian, 
was the answ er. M r. D . rejoined, “ I am  going there too; 
he was once a P resby terian , b u t he has joined the Method 
ists.” M r. D . "met the m issionary both  a t Squire Chapmanh 
and  M ajor W oodbridge’s, and the gentlem an wholly faiW 
to  bring  back any  one o f  the m any who had left the Calvih
istic  for the M ethodist faith.

M r. D . m e t the Rev. Seth W illiston*  a t Oquago. 1  
w as a m issionary, b u t a  m an o f an entirely  different stamj 
from  M r. H . H e  trea ted  M r. D . w ith courtesy, bu t ma^ 
fight against his A rm inianism . A t Oquago M r. W . war^ 
the people against believing in “ absolute perfection.”
D . to ld  h im  he knew  o f  nobody who believed in 
doctrine.

They rode together to  H opbottom , where Mr. 
preached, and M r. D . exhorted after him . U nder the 
hortation some o f the M ethodists shouted, which seemed 
pu t M r. W . into a  sta te  o f  g rea t uneasiness, and he tried 
escape from the room , b u t M r. D . so m anaged as to blol 
up  the only w ay out. T he nex t day  M r. W . accused

* The man who had the controversy with Dr. Banijs, which I 
brought the doctor before the public as an niitlmr.
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D. of shutting him in, and com pelling h im  to hear the 
Methodists bawl. I t was done, how ever, w ith g rea t good- 
lattire, and Mr. D . did no t deny the charge.

These collisions w ere by  no m eans uncom m on in those 
early times. They had the ir evil consequences, and y e t 
W e not wholly barren  o f  good resu lts . T hey had the 

^ e c t to draw the lines betw een tru th  and erro r, and to  
^omote study and investigation. They sharpened the w its 
'if the old preachers, and com pelled them  to  tu rn  their a tten ­
tion occasionally to  polem ics, which, as a  general thing, re­
sulted in the confirmation o f  the people in the M ethodistic

1808. This year A nning Owen leaves the Susquehanna 
district, and Jam es H erro n  is appointed in his place. Jam es 
Reiley and H enry M onteith  are  the preachers on W yom ing  
circuit. Reiley was a fleshy m an, a very  good preacher, and 
well received.* M onteith  w as ^ a l l  m an, w ith  very  large 
eyes, and a good preacher. H e  u su a lly  entered the houses 
where he made his v isits w ith  the apostolical salutation, 
“ Peace be on this house.”
I

A. Owen was this year appointed to  the Lycom ing circuit, 
. Bid G. Draper to Canaan.

This year the preachers received each his fu ll allowance 
of$80. There was a “ surp lus o f  $16 8 3 i  sent on to  con­
ference by Brother C. F ry e .”

We have noticed th a t a  class was form ed in Salem  during 
: ttie preceding year. W e  have before us a  com m unication 

from Anson Goodrich, o f  th a t place, dated  M arch 13, 1857, 
in which we have valuable additional inform ation w ith re- 

! |srd to the origin o f M ethodism  in Salem  and som e o ther
ces, which we will now give the reader. H e  s a y s :

•• Ephraim Bidwell and D orcas his wife cam e from  Connec-

KOO. They were m em bers o f  the M ethodist E piscopal 
Church. It was by  an invitation from  M r. B idw ell tha t 
year, or the following, th a t tw o preachers. Cham bers and

> fiiith.

licut and settled in this tow n— then Canaan— in the year

*He died September 28, 1841.
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Polem us, preached several t im e s ; th e  opinion is tha t thqr 
came from  Susquehanna.” T hey  cam e from  W yoming 
C ham bers p robab ly  in 1801 or 1802, and P o lem us in 
M r. G oodrich continues:

“ I recollect hearing M r. Owen, C hristopher F ry e , and 
A lfred  Griffith preach in barns, dwelling-houses, and a log 
school-house, in fact the only school-house in w hat is nof 
Salem . M r. Owen was p resid ing  elder, and held the finf 
q u a rte rly  m eeting which w as ever w itnessed by  the peojdi 
here, in  M ajor W oodbridge’s barn . The m ajor was i 
staunch Calvinist, and m anifested m uch opposition to tl» 
fanatics, as they  w ere called, upon the ir first m aking their 
appearance in the country . i

“ A bou t this tim e the R ev. Seth  W illiston  came here asi 
m issionary, and m anifested m uch opposition to the prea<4 
ers’ coming, and the people hearing them . Before there w» 
a  class here F a th e r  Owen had a conference meeting, ui 
there  w ere tw o or th r e e ^ re s b y te r ia n  friends here, askii| 
them  as to  the s ta te  o f the ir m inds. A  M r. Kimbal 
w as presen t, who had previously  declared to  F a th e r 0 ' 
th a t he was a  disciple o f  Thom as Paine. M r. Owen, si 
posing th a t the L ord  had reached his heart, asked him 
state  o f his mind. H e  arose and said : ‘ I neither fear Gi 
m an, n o r the devil.’ ‘ G od have m ercy upon your 
soul,’ rep lied  F a th e r O w e n ; to  which K im bal respond 
‘ A m en.’ The w retched m an lived and died w ithout hopi 
b u t his fa ther experienced religion in 1806 o r 1807, in I 
eighty-sixth y ea r o f his age, and connected h im self with t 
M ethodist E piscopal Church in  P a lm y ra , and died, at I 
age o f ninety-two, happy  in God.

“ The first class w as form ed in 1807, under Gideon DraJ 
and W illiam  B utler. M ajor W oodbridge’s prejudices wa 
rem oved when he saw  evidence th a t God was in the wa 
and he connected h im self w ith  the M ethodist Episcojl 
Church, and was appointed the first class-leader, and 
tinned to  hold th a t office until his death, in 1811 or 181j 
having been for forty  years a  m em ber o f  the Preshyteruj
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h. His children not being M ethodists, em ployed m e 
to Kingston after the Rev. M r. H o y t, to  preach his 

ral sermon. I traveled in  the n igh t over Cobb’s m ount- 
and returned with him  the nex t day.
The following persons w ere m em bers o f the first class 
:ed in Salem in 1807; Theodore W oodbridge, E phra im  
Dorcas Bidwell, H arris  and R uey  H am lin , R uey H am - 
(now Mrs. Baldwin, o f M innesota,) M ichael M itchel and 
, Catharine Hamlin, (now M rs. Lee, o f Canaan,) Irena  

', Dorcas Miller, Charles and A nn Goodrich, Charles 
ch, Jr., Timothy and B etsy H olis ter, Jo s iah  and 

'ce Curtis, Gideon and A nn C urtis, F itch  H . Curtis, 
Cobb, Salmon and Sally  Jones, Jo seph  M iller, 

iam and Ann D ayton, Sanford and L am in ta  W righ t, 
miah and Ruth Osgood, E dm und  and R ebecca Nichol- 

n, and Oliver Hamlin. F iv e  o f  the above a re  now living 
Salem; their ages are from  sixty-six to ninety-six. The 

finder, excepting M rs. B aldw in and M rs. Lee, have 
to their heavenly re s t.”
le old stewards’ book for Canaan circuit, comm encing 
August 14,1808, is now before us. Thom as E llio tt  is 

ire recognized as one of the preachers on the circuit, and 
eeives quarterage and traveling expenses. H e  stands on 

Minutes this year connected w ith T ioga circuit. H e  
probably brought on to  help  fill up the w ork, as the 
it extended over a large te rrito ry , em bracing m any new  
ements at a considerable distance from  each other, 
great religious interest prevailed  this y ear on N orth-' 

Spmberland circuit, and the m eeting-room , in the second story  
Thomas Bowman’s house, in B rier Creek, becam e too 
tracted for the accommodation o f the people, particu larly  
quarterly meeting occasions. The necessities o f  the 

called for an extraordinary effort on the p a r t o f the 
odist people to build a church.
The stone church a t B rier Creek was erected in 1808 ; 
as Curran and John Rhodes, la te  o f  M ilton, deceased, 
the preachers on the N orthum berland  circuit. This



16 6 EARLY METHODISM.

was the first M ethodist E piscopal church building used 
the M ethodist denom ination exclusively anywhere on 
Susquehanna R iver, betw een the W yom ing  Valley and 
‘ Sutton Church,’ * two m iles above W illiam sport, n 
Lycom ing Creek.

“ T he stone church a t B rier Creek was the rallying 
for the M ethodist people from  M ilton, Lewisburgh, No 
um berland, W yom ing  V alley  and the surrounding coun 
A t q u arte rly  m eetings, held a t C hristian and Thomas 
m an’s, before the church w as bu ilt, people came thirty- 
m iles, m en and w om en, on horseback. F ro m  Wyo“ 
V alley  : A nn D enison, Sarah  Brown, Sarah Harvey, (a 
w ard  wife o f  R ev. G eorge Lane,) E unice W akeman,! 
o f M rs. Joseph  W rig h t, a  young w om an o f  extraordr 
m ind and talents.”

1809. G ideon D rap er is presiding elder on the Su 
hanna d is tric t th is y ea r.f  G eorge Lane and A bram  De“‘ 
a re  the preachers on W yom ing  circuit.

T his y ear the first cam p-m eeting was held in L 
county. I t  was located near the head o f  W yom ing V-- 
w as a  large m eeting, and attended w ith g rea t good. 
F an n y  C ary was a t  the m eeting, and says it  was as lar 
cam p-m eeting as she has ever attended since. People 
there from  fifty m iles around.

M rs. C ary also speaks w ith g rea t anim ation of a quar! 
m eeting held th is y ear a t the meeting-house a t Forty F 
There w as a  g rea t crow d present a t the m eeting on Satu~ 
H opbottom , Canaan, and Salem , in  W ay n e  county; B 
W alnu t, W yalusing , H untington, Berwick, B rier Creek, 
N orthum berland, each contributed  its share. Itw asfr 
tha t accom m odations could no t be provided for so 
A fter all had been quartered  in  the neighborhood that

* The latter went to decay, was inclosed in a field, and finally 
pieces. The small grave-yard marks the spot.

+ Herron was unpopular, and objections to his continuance were 
to Bishop Asbury by B. Bidlack and W. B. Lacey, and he wasai 
fied̂ d.
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ki, Darius Williams mounted his horse and rode up, singing, 
lith great spirit and p o w er:

“ I’m happy, I’m happy; 0  wondrous account I 
My joys are immortal; I  stand ou the mount,
I gaze on my treasure and long to be there,
With angels, my kindred, and Jesus my dear.”

yhen he had concluded the verse he s a id : “ I’ve got a 
i that will hold forty, and a heart th a t w ill hold a  hund- 
all who want places follow m e ! ” and as he rode off 

^rge train followed him. A s the com pany arrived his 
1 wife had half a barrel o f potpie sm oking, which she 
cooked in a large iron kettle . The potpip, and other 

igs on the same scale, supplied the com pany w ith a  plen- 
1 dinner. The table was cleared away, and then cam e on 

tie singing, and praying, and shouting. The sound o f tha t 
Id-fashioned quarterly prayer-m eeting rolled up the side of 

! Hill and sent its echo across the river, and was re-echoed 
mthe Wilkesbarre mountain. I t  was a holy season and 
'orious triumph. Late in the evening the m en w ent to  

lodgings in the barn, singing and shouting, and the 
en spread down beds on the floor, and when sufficiently 
from excitement fell asleep. O n Sabbath  m orning the 

“6-feast was one of the old sort. Speaking, rejoicing, 
png, and shouting— each occupied a place. The whole 
i was in a blaze, and great and amazing was the trium ph 

the happy and entranced m ultitude. T hat was one o f the 
!pld times never to be forgotten.

It would seem, from the records o f the old stew ards’ 
‘k, that after the quarterly  m eeting in D ecem ber, 1809, 
sige Lane retired from the labors o f the c ircu it; for in 

^rch, 1810, Samuel Carver receives traveling  expenses 
|nd quarterage for one quarter. The record is in G. L ane’s 
ksndwriting, and nothing is charged to him . The rem nant 
of the year, from March to Ju ly , the tim e o f  the first session 
of the Genesee Conference, Lane’s place was supplied by 
boring Grant, who had been traveling on N orthum berland  
dreuit



168 EARLY METHODISM.

This year Canaan circuit is em braced within the Schuyl­
kill d is tr ic t; W illiam  H un ter, presiding elder, Anning 
Owen and Jam es Quail, preachers. Q uail is represented 
as “ a  young m an em inent for his p iety , and diligent in his 
m inisterial duties.” H e  died in the L ord, June, 1816.

1810. This y ear is distinguished b y  the

ORGANIZATION OP THE GENESEE CONFERENCE.

Bishop A sb u ry  had for som e tim e regarded the western 
p a rt o f the sta te  o f N ew  Y ork as a  prom ising field for] 
M ethodism , and the center o f a prospective conferena 
F ro m  1796 to  1812 the bishops had “ au thority  to  appoil 
o ther y ea rly  conferences, i f  a  sufficient num ber o f new ( 
cuits be  anyw here found for th a t purpose.” I t  was in 
exercise o f this discretion th a t B ishops A sbu ry  and M’KeS 
d ree  had  appointed the G enesee Conference. The work 1 
so  extended in  the northern  p a r t o f  Pennsylvania, tlj 
w estern  p a r t o f  N ew  Y ork, and in the tw o provinces ( 
Canada, th a t a new conference, which would m ake the eight! 
w as now  loudly  called for. The preachers w ere obliged I 
go from  the shores o f  L ake E rie  and from  Canada 1 
Philadelphia, on horseback, to  conference. This conferena 
holding its sessions in  M arch or A pril, the roads were ol 
course nearly  im passable, and the preachers w ere necessarilj 
kep t from  their circuits for a long tim e. These circunl 
stances m ade it  necessary th a t som e re lief should be sougH 
and the m eans o f  re lie f w as w isely judged o f by  the bishop 

The m easure, however, was severely criticised. It 'nA 
censured as harsh  and ty ran n ica l; i t  being assumet 
th a t a  handful o f  m en  w ere separated from  the citia 
and alm ost from  the blessings o f civilized society, and i 
they  w ould be left to  suffer and starve w ithout the mei 
o f  relief. The objectors had v ery  inadequate ideas of t 
resources o f the country  covered b y  the new conference, i 
the rap id ity  w ith which an in telligent population was crowl 
ing into it  from  alm ost all parts  o f the w orld. Our piona 
bishop, however, understood the question well,'m uch hetl



than those who considered them selves com petent critics o f 
his proceedings.

The conference assem bled in Lyons, in  an old storehouse 
lately occupied as a corn-barn, belonging to  Judge  D orsey, 
on the 20th o f Ju ly . In  his Jo u rn a l the bishop briefly 
notes: “ Wednesday. I a rrived  this evening a t D aniel D or­
sey’s. Friday. Conference began to-day. Sabbath, 22. 
Preached a t the encam pm ent. Wednesday. Conference 
ended; great order and dispatch in business; stationed sixty- 
three preachers.”

The preachers on W yom ing  circuit a re  Thom as W rig h t 
and Elijah Metcalf. M rs. C ary  thinks W rig h t left before 
hia year expired; and F a th e r  Bidlack took his place. B y 
all we can learn, W rig h t m ade b u t a  feeble im pression. 
We have no record  o f th is y ea r a fte r the session o f the 
Genesee Conference in  the old stew ards’ book, and a hiatus 
of four years occurs in the records o f the circuit betw een 
the old book and the one which follows it.

Tlie preachers this year on Canaan circuit a re  G eorge 
Harmon and Sam uel Thom pson. In an interview  w ith our 
venerable friend H arm on, a t  his own house in  Camillus, 
N. Y., November 29, 1859, we received from  him  the fol­
lowing particulars in relation  to Canaan circuit, and his 
labors in that field during the conference year o f  1810 :

The turnpike from  the G reat Bend to N ew burgh was 
t^ i  in process o f construction. The preachers on Canaan 
arcuit then crossed the D elaw are, and preached a t Cocheo- 
ton, Cross’s, H urd ’s Settlem ent, o r W h ite  Lake, L iberty , and 
Mamakating Hollow , a t S m ith’s ; crossed the Shawangunk 
Mountain, and preached a t H igg ins’s and a t Squire Stod­
dard’s ; recrossed the m ountain, and preached a t C arpenter’s 
Point. These appointm ents required  the preachers to  
tttvel extensively over Sullivan and O range counties in  the 
atote of New York.

At Carpenter’s Point, now P o r t  Je rv is , M r. H arm on  
arossed the D elaw are and visited M ilford. O n his first 
visit to that place he inquired for “ the m o s t respectable
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fam ily in  tow n.” H e  was d irected to  a particu lar house, 
to  which he proceeded and introduced himself. H e was 
politely  received and invited to  preach there. A  good con 
gregation  assem bled. A t the close o f his discourse Mr. 
H arm on  inform ed the people th a t he should pass through 
the place once in four weeks, and if  they wished it  he would 
preach for them  on one condition, and th a t was th a t thej 
w ould provide him  w ith respectab le  lodgings and keep his 
horse. The condition was accepted, and the contract closed, 
H e  preached there  th rough  the year, b u t after a  while the 
people so far deviated from  the bargain  as to  take up a col­
lection for him . O n the old stew ards’ book the pla« 
stands credited w ith $2 25 a t the final settlem ent, June 18, 
1811.

M r. H ariiion  form ed a class a t C herry  R id g e ; he w'as in 
v ited  b y  the wife o f D r. Collins to go hom e w ith her agd 
p u t up a t her house. W h en  D r. Collins came home 
M rs. Collins said to  h im : “ 1 have invited M r. Harmon jo 
p u t up with us, and I hope you w ill no t insult him .”

To which the doctor d ry ly  re sponded : “ W hen  the king 
is absent the queen m akes the law s.”

“ W ell, then,” said M r. H arm on, “ I hope the king wi 
n o t abrogate  w hat the queen has done in  this case.” - S  

“ N o, indeed, sir,” answ ered the doctor. .JB
M r. H arm on  preached a t C herry Ridge, in the presence,^B 

a  P resb y te rian  m issionary, on the text, “  Be watchful, mM  
strengthen the things which rem ain, th a t a re  ready  ̂
d ie.” ]

The gentlem an thought th a t the d rift o f  the discourse wjl 
against the doctrine o f  the infallible perseverance of ll| 
saints. Upon being invited b y  M r. H arm on  to  speak li 
arose, and proceeded to  rem ark  th a t grace in the soul i 
com pared to  leaven in m eal, and leaven is a  new principle 
dependent o f the m eal. W hen  he had finished his analog 
ical argum ent, M r. H arm on  arose and addressed an ol 
lad y  who was presen t thus : “ M other, can you m ake leave 
w ithout m eal 1”



said the old lady, “ I th ink it  w ould be poor

“ Well, m other,” M r. H arm on  proceeded, “ w hat becom es 
of your bread when i t  is m ade V’

I “We eat it  when i t  is good,” she answ ered ; “ b u t when 
1 it is sour or becomes m oldy  we give i t  to  the hogs.”

The m issionary did no t undertake to m end up  his figure. 
Mr. H arm on form ed a class a t Bethany, and appointed 

Joseph M iller leader. H e  was sheriff o f the county, and a 
man of respectability. Before he left the place M r. H ar- 
mcm was informed th a t the B aptists had sen t for an elder, 
ud intended to  b reak  up the class. H e  sen t a local 
(Teacher to fill his appointm ents, and rem ained a  week, 
lie  elder did no t come, b u t left M r. H arm on  to  himself,

’ he had a fine revival, and received into the society a 
j IBmher more.

■ Mr. H arm on form ed a class a t  the m outh  o f the Lacka- 
waxen; most o f the persons w ere o f  the nam e o f  Barnes. 
He also formed a class a t  K ent’s S ettlem en t, four o r five 
miles west of Belm ont.

The preachers o f the circuit each received $49 98 and 
' fteir traveling expenses.

Let the present race o f preachers survey the te rrito ry , 
think of the roads as they  then w ere, and o f the accommoda­
tions, and look a t the scanty p ittance which the preachers I received, and ask them selves i f  the contrast presents no oc­
casion for gratitude and contentm ent. H e re  is em braced 
the whole o f the present H onesdale d istric t, consisting o f 
seventeen charges, besides portions o f W yom ing, W yalu - 
sing, and Bingham ton distric ts , and a portion  o f  N ew  
York and New Je rsey  Conferences. This is the extent o f 
Canaan circuit in 1810. T he roads cannot be conceived o f 

■;»ow. W e know w hat they  w ere ten years la te r ;  and then. 
Sorrows o f W e r te r ! m u d ! ro c k s ! stum ps and ro o ts ! 

pole bridges and no bridges ! To travel these roads in hun­
ger, cold, nakedness, and w eariness, and often to  lodge in 
open cabins, among d ir t and insects, and receive almost
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f i f t y  dollars in  the course o f  the year. This was the ifmer 
ancy in 1810 in the Genesee Conference.

A n old slander, often u tte red  w ithin the period of o 
recollection, was, th a t the M ethod ist preachers were a p- 
lazy  se t o f  m en, going about and getting  their living out 
the people ra th e r than to  w ork  and earn  it. This m- 
cious falsehood was refuted  b y  the labors and sacrifices of 
b rave and self-denying old preachers every day  and ev 
hour. F o llow  these m en around the ir large circuits; 
w ith them , sleep w ith  them , preach w ith  them , pray 
them , suffer w ith  them , and weep w ith them , and then 
i f  in a  w'orldly po in t o f view their lo t is an  enviable one.'

They had the ir enjoym ents, b u t they  w ere not such 
earth  affords. T hey w ere o f a higher o rig in ; they were 
jo y s  o f  the heavenly com m union; the joys o f  hope, offai 
o f  ch a rity ; o f  being “ poor, y e t m aking m any r ic h ;” of “h* 
ing nothing, y e t possessing a ll things.” A  noble class 
m en w ere our fa th e rs ; m ay  the ir zeal and sacrificing sp 
never die out o f  the C hurch! W e  o f  the present gen- 
tion, cannot suffer as they  d id ; b u t we can emulate th 
zeal and devotion to  the cause o f God, and the best in 
ests o f  hum anity . T hese elem ents o f m inisterial char 
are  to-day as necessary as in  the days o f  old.


