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any proposed surrender bf any tenets they have so long held as a
preparation for such union as they advocate. ' They all eloquently
p]ead for the union but wait for other denominations, overcome by
their eloquence, to break the silence of the ages with a proposition
to give up things peeuliar to them first. So thus they have kept the
world waiting so long for this dreamed-of unton and will keep the
world waiting for sons longer.

THE ANSWER MADE

But does not the Lord say in His sacerdotal prayer: “That they
may be one, even as we are one”? Does not Paul say in Eph. 4: 4-6,
“There is one Spirit,- . . . . one Lord, one faith, one baptism,
one God and Father of all”? Does not Paul enjoin the Corinthians,
1-Cor. 1:10, “That ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no
divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the
same mind and in the same judgment”? Yes, these are scriptural
injunctions and we are glad to meet the advocate of the spurious
umon on the Bible.

It is by a most mistaken interpretation of these and kindred
Seriptures that such a defense of the false kind of union is‘attempted.
Where in all the Secriptures can there be found a solitary word re-
quiring anything like organic or visible and physical unity? The
preacher to whom we referred in our opening clause says: *“Omnc
baptism — one body,” continues our text, “Christian unity is out-
ward as well as inward. It is visible as well as invisible. It is not
only in the faith and spirit, but in ‘body’ — in ‘baptism.’ . ¢., in out-
ward form, in sacramental rites, in the external and wisible signs of
communion. In other words, Christimi unity iwmplies ¢k urch“uni!y.”

ONE VIRTUE IN THE QUOTATION

* These words have but one virtue and that is that the author leaves
us in no doubt as to what he means by union. Ie means denomina-
tional unity. He misreads his text when he interprets “baptism’” as
meaning “form” or “body” or church unity. Ie is quoting from
Eph. 4:4-6. Paul does net say in this passage that “bapti=m™ is or
means “body.” He says there is one body, which of course is Christ.
and then in a different verse says “there is one Spirit, one Lord, one
faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all.”

It is straining the words of Scripture entirely nnt of their mean-
ing to inake Paul say that “baptism™ is the “body™ or the church
form. ‘This the apostle never said or meant. Christ is the one body
of which we are members, but this does not imply anything hike or-
ganic unity or denominational oneness. Take the Seriptures where
the ‘word “body” is used by Paul and we will learn a different lesson.
In "Romans and Corinthinns he employs this fizure, but nowhere
makes it mean any such nonsense as denominational unity.

. ¢ .

PAUL IN CORINTHIANS

" In 1 Corinthians twelfth chapter the apostle cimploys this fizure of
" the body, but he never makes it nican baptism or uses it as synonymous
with baptism. He is not referring to denominations at all. If he
were his meaning would be the very opposite of the 13rcnchcr from
whom we have quoted. e says, “For the body is not one member.
but many. If the foot shall say, because I am not the hand, I am
nét of the body :.is it not thereforé of the body? And if the ear shall
say, beeause I am not the cye, T am not of the body; is it therefore
not of the body? If the whole body were an eye, where were the
hearing? If the whole were hearing, where were the smelling? And
tf they were all one member, where were the body 7

Surely our suthor would not like such argument in Paul, for it
would upset his pet scheme of interpretation entirely. The truth is
there is absolutely no teaching against denominations in the Bible.
Thero is very positive teaching about the spirit of unity, of love, and
sympathy and long-suffering and patience and the strongest insist-
enco upon co-operation and mutuality of work in soul-saving, but
nof onc word about visible or tangible or physical or denominational
unity of Christians.

THE KIND OF UNITY ENJOINED

Thereo is no kind of unity taught in Scripture but spiritual unity,
for there is no kind of chiurch taught there but the spiritual church
which is represented as the body of Christ. He left us no form or

pattern of visible church policy for us to follow in our church build-
ing. He seeks to get us united ta Him by the cords of love divine

and ledves the matter of. church form or “social organization of ‘be-
lievers to the laws of spiritual attraction “and socml‘gra\ntatzon. The
world has pursued this plan for the last ages mainly. Some have
vainly imagined they had fallen on an apostolic pattern, -but they
only blundered and the world has smlled a8 they went blindly on in
their vain dream.

This whole error comes largely of the mistaken notlon that Christ
or the apostles set up a model of church autonomy or polity for us te
follow. He did no such thing. He proposcs to attend to the matter
of form of His government when He comes back. He could not trust
us with such' a stupendous business as ‘this. Man is too profoundly
stupid in things spiritunl to be trusted with'such issues as this. Christ,
has but one form of ‘government. - That is thederatic and man is not
to head such a government. This is the colossal crime of Romanism.
She has the right idea of the form of government, but committed o
stupendous crime in clutehing at the scepter of this government and
claiming to be Christ’s viear to reign and rule His government. Rome
was both premature and blasphemons. Christ has appointed no viee-
regent, and His kingly government is not yet ready for the King to
sit on the throne. These matters e has reserved within His ewn
counsels. The present is a spiritual reign in the hearts of men and
the visible form of arrangements are left to the will and wishes of men
and- women who yicld to Him. They: are to seck these affiliations
which will most make for their personal development in picty and
spirituality and growth.

CHRIST WILL DO HIS OWN ORGANIZING AND REIGNING

God is gathering out a people for His Son and m due time the

.culmination will occur and Christ’s kingdom will come. We have

no right to set up -personal, premature ideals or forms or schemes
which He has not authorized or appointed. Qurs is to be obedient to
the heavenly vision and to every call and whisper of the Spirit. We
are to scek to make Iis salvation known to every nation under licaven
and leave the questions of government and organization to the leader-
ship of Him who has died that we might have-life.

A union of all the denominations would soon lapse into the most
colossal and erushingly oppressive despotism the world ever saw. Ro-
nanism is a sample of what would transpire. When only in partial
control of the ccclesiastical privileges and powers of the believing
world Rome ran riot in blood and torture and dinbolical oppression,
and her history is suflivient’ warning against any attempts at un-
seriptural ecclesiastical trusts or combinations. Let us meckly fol-
low the Master and be content with His movements and methods and
progress.

We may in future artieles shosw that tlxcro can be and is ncedless
multiplieation of denominations; but, at the same time, it will remain
true that more people will be saved in the end by Ged’s plan of dif-
ferent denominations by which the natural and ineradieable differ-
ences of temperament and mental east 0f tho humzm race are accom-
modated.

. Tue covs or Gresce axp Rode were moved by the same passions
that mottal men felt and acted therefore like them. Qur Geod is above
and beyond us in the matter of passion and sentiment, and being
omnipotent can help us to rise above our passions and act like God.
Our God makes us like God, while the pagans made them gods like
men.  This is the difference bétween human religion and divine
religion.

Tue Cuvren 1s Not a mere humanitarian institution.. It i5 not
a reform movement. It is not a system of socialism. It is not an
annex to any of these or any othor organization. The Church has
but one mission and one call and that is to evangelize the world. The
more broadly she recognizes this tremendous truth the better protected
she will be against becoming vietimized by any of these debasing con-
ceptions of her mission.

WEe BHAVE MUCH To po with our faces, and our respon‘sibility for
our expressions must not be overlooked. We have no right to begloom
others. with clouds on our faces. We should cultivate cheerfulhess
of-spirit if wo would have brightness of countenance. Thus we could
help and not harm others by our faces.






















X
2

X%@@WM@W@WWK

e e e e












ulummnuﬁummmmnmh[mmmmmxmmnmh[ﬁmmﬁmmmaummm@
= “ o : ,

| [ D o ) () [ O [ U 5 o
3N Il Y EXviranmE M E B ETsmmoonk | Ciwsimn]-1 Y Elmmnml)

] L unnnanananing:|

P (OO0 & [& oo =) & O aiiiiD &)Y [& D & & oaan













