











In presenting for our study the matchless
character of the Nazarene I do so feeling that
we can come with all our honest inquiry, and
yith perfect liberty examine into the evidence
that will reveal His real character to us; so
that we all may be able to answer intelligent-
Ir the question, “What think ye of Christ?”
Whose Son is He?

After a careful study of all of the theories
that men have advanced concerning the great
life and character of Jesus Christ, and having
investigated the real teachings of the leading
anti-deity forms of religion, I find that all of
the world’s thought concerning the Man of
Galilee is embraced under three general state-
ments of belief; or three general opinions or
ijdeas; and that no other idea of the Christ
can be formed. True it is that men may so
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phrase their stated opinions of Christ as to
seem to have a creed at variance with these
views—yet in their reality they arc cmbraced
under the three general classes I shall men-
tion.

These three opinions stated briefly are:

First, He was a base impostor.

Second, He was a great, good, and pure
man but not divine.

Third, He was divine; the ouly begotten
Son of God, equal with Ged in power and au-
thority.

Every man on earth. or every man who shall
live, must of necessity accept one of these
three statements as his opinion of the Naza-
rene. The text asks the question, *What think
ve of Christ?”

(TO" BE CONTINUED)

A Spiritual Inventory

By CnarLes E. WEST

the beginning of the new vear 1 have

made a ecomparison between my former
experiences and that of the present time. I
was converted at the age of twenty years, and
led an active Christian life for the most part
of twenty years. Some three years ago I real-
ized that the inbred sin of the heart was re-
q)ons'ibfe/for the lack of victory. growth, and
joy in my Christian experience. Making a
cwomplete surrender, restitutions, and many
erooked paths straight, having sought and ob-
tained, by faith in the blood of Jesus, a cleans-
ing of the heart (1 John 1:7), and the gift
of the Holy Ghost, my fondest dreams of
peace, joy, and victory have been realized.
All glory to the Lamb of God who died to
uve a lost and dying world. Following is a
list of my former experiences: compared with
what has been enjoyed for the last three years:

I could not meet the requirements of God’s
Word; now I delight to do God’s will (Psalm
40:8).

There was a drawing to the thinge of the
world; now the want-to-do-wrong spirit is
taken out of my heart (Fzek. 11:19).

Reconsecrations did not bring desired peace
and rest of soul; now all is on the altar and
God sanctifies the whole (1 Peter 3:15).

I was not a fit temple for the Holy Ghost:
now there is a consciousness of the indwelling
of the Holy Spirit (2 Cor. 6: 18).

There was a lack of interest in God’s holy
Word; now His Word is a new Book, a light
to my path, and food to my soul (Col. 3:186).

There was a lack of charity in my life, and
I was judging others; now there is a deep
ympathy and love for all mankind (1 Cor.
13; Matt. 7:5).

I was prominent; there were sensitive feel-
ings which were often hurt; now I am cruci-
fed with Christ (Romans 12:1; 6:11).

Testimony was dificult; now it is difficult
for me to keep quiet, and I am always ready
:uxive a reason for the faith within (1 Peter

:15).

There was a yearning for something that
night satisfy the longing of my heart; now
1am fully satisfied with Jesus (Phil. 4:19).

I was very anxious to obtain a deeper work
of grace; now I have the abiding Holy Spirit
vho suppliee all things (Acts 15:18).

Evil thoughts were difficult to put away;
Ww there is self-mastery and I am able to
Wy, “Get thee behind me, Satan” (Phil. 4:7;
Romans 8:6, 7; 13: 9).

Imllowtouppretﬁlumylhoﬁqominn;
W¥ God has written His law upon my heart

I had undue concern about earthly affairs;
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now I am sweetly trusting in my heavenly
Father, who does all things well (Matt. 7:7;
Matt. 6:33; Phil. 4: 9).

I had spells of discontentment; now I am
sweetly trusting in Jesus, who satisfied every
longing of my heart (Phil. 4:11).

I used 40 have a hard struggle to maintain
my Christian experience; now I am kept by
power divine, with vietory .over the world.
flesh, and the Devil (Phil. 4:13).

I was often making new resolutions and

“Only a Tract”

It's only a tract! You may tear it,
And crumple it up in your hand;

The wind, as it passes, may bear it
And scatter it over the land.

It's only a tract! You may spurn it,
And deem it unworthy a thought;

May ridicule, trample, and burn it,
Despise it, and set it at naught.

It's only a tract! But it telleth

Of holiness, happiness, heaven;
Where God in eternity dwelleth

With sinners His love has forgiven.

It speaks of a future in glory,
Of present enjoyment and bliss;
And will you neglect such a story,
So loving, so joyous as this?

It whispers, “No matter how hardened,
No matter how vile you have been,

You may at this moment be pardoned,
And saved from the bondage of sin.”

It points to the Substitute dying,

The Sinless, for sinners like you. .
Oh, soul, on His merits relying,

Come, prove that its message is true!

It is but a tract! Yet it's warning

Is whispered in Jesus’ own voice;

And at thy acceptanuce or scorning

Either heaven or hell will rejoice!
—Selected.
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turning over new leaves, but failed in keep-
ing them; now all accounts are settled and
kept by power divine (2 Peter 1:10).

love was waning at times, and I sang,
“Prone to wander, Lord, T feel it”; now 1 am
+biding under the shadow of the Almighty
(Psalm 91:1).

1 yielded to bitternces in spite of good in-
tentions; now all bitterness is taken out and
I am preserved (1 Thess. 5:23).

I had a godly sorrow, but a lack of victory;
now 1 have victory through Christ (1 John
5:4).

I had ambition to appear well before the
world; now 1 am concerned about pleasing
God and winning souls (Matt. 28: 11-20).

I often wished for death, but was fearful of
the consequences of the judgment day; now 1
am ready to live, and therefore ready to die
(Romaps 6: 4).

I was selfish, and tried to excuse it; now [
am ready to sacrifice anything to win souls
for the kingdom (1 Tim. 6:6).

I was troubled with pride, more or less un-
der cover; now there is a feeling of humility
and unworthiness (Phil. 2:3-8).

For many vears 1 did not understand or be-
lieve in holiness or sanctification. the second
blessing so-called, or as a second definite work
of grace, but after the above experience could
I doubt the truth of it, or question God's
Word when He says, “Without holiness no
man shall sec the Tord (Heb. 12:14); Jesus
prayed for His disciples and all believers to
be saivtified (John 17:19, 20); “Jesus died
to sanctify us” (IHeb. 13:12); “Chosen unto
sanctification” (2 Tim. 2:21); “Called unto
holiness” (1 Thess. 4:7): and many other
passages teaching this most blessed experi-
ence?

My heart goes out in praise to God the
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, for this won-
derful  experience. “Oh, for a thousand
tongues to-sing my blessed Redeemer’s praise.”

DECATUR, ILL.

The Question of Our Church
Name

Ry Miss ETva GoonLerT

UCH IS being said about our church
name; the length and the signifi-

cance of it. Some want to change
it, while others prefer the original name.
When we were but a child we remember of
hearing out parents talking of the union of
the different holiness movements, and that
the name given this new organization was
“Pentecostul Church of the Nazarene.” Young
as 1 was, that name meant much to me.

Some one has said, “What's in a namé?
That which we call a rose, by any other name
would smell as sweet¥ Again, we know that
changing the label does not necessarily change
the thing labeled. This may be true, but if
vou had in one box flowers labeled “roses,”
and in another box flowers labeled “chrysan-
themums,” would you not prefer to smell first
into the one labeled “rofes”? In like manner
with the word “Pentecostal” attached to our
church name; this work makes the teaching
of our church more significant.

Many other churches claim to be followers
of the®Nazarene, but they do not teach a pen-
tecostal religion such as we teach. Therefore
if we substitute the name “Natarene,” we
shall not signify what we stand for any more
than the old churches do.

If we, as a church or individuals belonging
to the church, have the pentecostal baptism

“fanatic”

or “new-fangled” doctrine cheat us out of our




































