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tezching of this sccond great crisis in our personal religious ex-

perience.

We do not pause to discuss or prove the subsequency or the defi- . .

niteness of this blessing as a second work of grace, as this is apparent
to any, or should be, who admit the truth of the doctrine and experi-
ence. To any one in doubt of scriptural warrant for the subsequency
of the prace, we recommend the following passages, read sometimes
by the Revised Version: John 7:38; 14:23; Acts 1:4, 5; 2:3%; 26:18;
Romans 13:29; Tphesians 1:13; 5:26 R. V.; Hebrews 6:1.

The fuct of a somewhat remaining after regencration, mest prop-
erly known ns the “remains of sin,” “the carnal mind,” or the “old
man,” or “the sin nature,” is thé ground or basis of the nccessity for
sanctifieation, and this fact demonstrates the necessity for this work
to be a distinct, second work of grace. Such has been practically the
uniform experience of the sanints of all ages, who have sought and
obtained and lived this glorious blessing.  Such we present it in these
pages. We do not open or enter the question whether or not one
might under certain cenditions obtain the grace simultaneously with
regeneration. All who obtain the blessing will have the gracious
assuranee of God in the witness of ITis Spirit to the fact, and will
have therefore the answer of a good conscience in the matter. God
will take eare of this matter with all who meet the conditions. which
is the next and a tremendously important matter for our consideraticn.

It was said by Percy C. Ainsworth thut, *“It is not
our ignorance or clumsiness that baflles the Mmighty.
— it is our despuir.””” This is true, and most sug-
V. gestive. It is said in Inspiration that “we are saved
Hope by hope.” The truth is, hope is o mighty engine of
grace to help us on to God and to strength, while
despair is a potent ageney of Satan to drag us down
to lower levels, until he gets us where he can push us into hell forev:r.
Discouragement should be resisted valiantly. 1f we have a kind

of predisposition toward it, we should guard against its npproach as

Despair

we would that of a dire enemy. We do not say or intimate that it .

is a sin. Far from it. The devil seldom approaches us with a positive
sin by which to defeat us. He comes rather nlong the line of some
weakness, or infirmity,-and, by getting us down in some slough, he
will manage to shut off the light, and bring about us darkness, and
then begin to whisper that God has departed, and that we are con-
demned and guilt has settled upon us. Thus he hopes to get us par-
alyzed into inactivity, and soon he will have us in positivP sin and
unbelief. This is his policy, and we must resist him right here. We
must meet his assaults with hope. We must say to our soul, *Hope
thou in God.” We must look up more and down less. We must hear
the voice of God more in His Word, and listen less and less to- the
devil, who speaks to us through our infirmities and weaknesses. Let
God utilize our very infirmities to our good and His glory. He wants
to do this, and can do it if we will only turn to Him with them, and
turn a deaf ear to the devil when he comes about with his whispers
of despair and doubt.

Cultivate hope, and fight despair and doubt ss your enemies.
Look up evermore, and never downward., It is better further along;
the best is always before us, and never behind us. Turn your cyes
to God and the Bible, and turn your eyes and your thoughts away
from self and Satan and sorrows. God is for you, and Christ is for
you, and the Ioly Spirit is for you. If the Triune God be for you,
what matters if how weak you are, or who may be agnjnst you?

And now comes another scare. The secular papers
. are heralding forth the fact that China has estab-
China’s lished a state religion, as evidence of some sort
State of a failure of the Christian religion in that em-
Religion pire. One of these papers says boldly, “Whatever
' pregrees Christianity may have made in China
since the fall of the empire has been to a great
extent nullified by a recent decree reinstating “The worship of heaven’
as the state religion.”

What if a state religion has been adopted in China? Does this
involve any such consequences as thig shallow paper claims? This is
as near the truth as such papers can be expected to get in any matter
religious. They can hit the truth on baseball or footbsll, or the ploy-
house, but when it comes to o matter of religion they always maoke
themselves ridiculons in the extreme with the most cultured and best
informed people. ’

Was there not a state religion when Rome threw Christians tq
the lions and tigers to be eaten for the delectation of the atate re
ligionists who thronged the amphitheatre to enjoy the spectacle? Dig
lions enting Christians at their dictum defeat the march of the Gospel
gdowu the nges? Did the existence of a state religion, with pains ang
penalties appended for refusing to renounce the Christian faith, nyl.
lify or destroy that nascent Christian faith by the burning at the
stake, or the tying up believers in Christ in sacks, and pourin;:r on
oil and setting fire to them? '

“Nullified” indeed! This is a purely worldly concept of the whole
matter. The Christian religion is not built on policy, or mere sclf-
advancement, as politics arc builded, or these great newspaper< are
built. Christians have an entirely different foundation. What Christ
has wrought in China is built on adamant, and will stand when the
state religion has failed and been forgotten a thousand years. Christ
in the human sonl, the hope of glory, is Sanscrit to the averaze duily
paper run for revenue only. There is something divine and cternal
in this religion of the Christ which shrinks not at the ottacks cr the
assgults of “the worship of heaven” or the insidious poison of Hindu-
ism or any of the old philesophies or cults of paganism.

The simple truth is, that the Christian religion is stronzer teday
in China than ever before in the history of China, and this adoption
of or return to a state religion, or a forin of a state religion, is ne
more than was to be expected. There are more believers in Christ in
that empire than ever before and the roots of the Christian principles
are more {lm iy implanted in the public inind and eonsciencethan vver -
beforgd. This matter of Christianizing a vast empire of several hun-
dred millions of people, and the oldest people in the world, is not g
matter of a few years. It is necessarily slow, but it is as surc os the
shining of the stars, or the voice and the authority of God.

Let no believer in our Christ take his opinions from any sccular
paper, on this or any other religious matter. Take your church
paper, and kecep informed. This matter to which referenee is made
is the simple fact that the present president of China, Yuan Shihk'aj,
robed himself in the regalia of the Son of Heaven, and appearcd in
behalf of the people of his country in the great Temple of Heaven,
and cngaged in this oldest religious festival known in the history
of the world. This act is claimed to be a restoratian of the worship
of heaven as the state religion. Very little is known or understood
about the business. If it be, as claimed, the adoption of a state re
ligion, it means no nullification of the Christian achievements in
China any, more than the persecution of the carly Christians for re-
fusing to recant was the nullification of the Christian religion in
favor of the persecuting crowd. The blood of the martyrs became the
seed of the church. This, however, is Yiddish to the secular dnilies.

THe Bible has much to say of the tongue. Its danger and its
perversity and its unruliness are all stressed in this inspired Word
No man can achieve the great conquest of this unruly member, is the
declaration of this Word. St. Augustine was much impressed by this
great truth, and -he declared: “The tongue no man can tame; hence
thou canst not tame thine own, for thou art 8 man. So thou must
rieeds have continual recourse to Gad, that He may. do for thee what
thou art not able to do for thyself.”

OF THoskE most utterly beyond our help, and least needing it
wo are most ready to speak well. Of those most necding our kindly
ministry, and suffering for its lack, we are so“chary of our good
words. The living, not the dead, you con help by your words of
kindness and encouragement. . Life is the scene of bitter strife and
dire discouragements. Let the living be the recipients of your
kindly words and helpfulness. Doom and changeless are beyend
the grave.

“TrEe child in the odidst” is the type of what God wants to make
of us grown, up people. The simplicity and the faith and the sincerity

- of childhood are the achievermnentg sought through grace for s grown

people. John Campbell Shairp, the Scotchman, said: “In all the best
men you meet perhaps the thing that is most peculiar about them is
the child’s heart they bear within the man’s. And this child’s hcart
it is that is the organ of faith, trust, heavenly communion.”

FoRrRGET your grievances, your failures, your successes——if you
would go on best equipped and most, unhindered for benigner achicve
ments and greater blessings which others can never forget.














































