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*  iI R everence in the Church |*  *
*  The Editor *

*  ~|r  IB E R T Y  is a t a prem ium  in our churches, and we have to take care tha t *  
H I  it does no t deteriorate into license. Usually there is dem onstration of *  
|  J L J  one kind or another in a spiritual meeting, bu t we m ust watch tha t *
*  dem onstration shall not become a substitu te for sp irituality . M ost of us |j  
I  preach in plain church buildings where the lights are bright, the windows are *
*  clear or white, the instrum ent which leads in the music is a piano, and the *  
j |  seats are “benches” or opera chairs. I t  is therefore the more im portant tha t *
*  we should guard against the intrusion of a secular atm osphere in which irrev- * 
S  erence can easily take root. M inisters who have the assistance of robed choirs, f  
|  pipe organs, arched chancels and cathedral architecture have to war against | |  
|[  deadness and form ality. B ut not m any of us have their problem s to meet. |j  
|]  Perhaps it would be useless to suggest tha t there is advantage in clerical *
*  garb. N o t m any of our m inisters would know how to get started  to wearing *
*  clerical garb on Sunday morning. B ut it does seem tha t all of us could afford *
*  to stick to dark  colors for the pulpit on Sunday morning. In  most of our *  
f  churches we could m ake suggestions about the arrangem ent of lights, the seat- *  
f  ing of the choir and some other simple m atters th a t would assist considerably |  
| j  in improving the tone and make the meeting house seem more churchlike. |[
*  B ut I am  thinking now especially of the preacher’s own example. The *
*  service of the church is pre-em inently a service of worship. P a rt of the serv- *
*  ice, as the prayers, the hym ns, the offering, and the testimonies is going out *
*  toward God. The other part, as the scripture reading and the sermon, is re- £
*  versed and comes from God to us. I f  the “ going ou t” p a rt is made the occa- f  
j |  sion for exhibitions of various sorts in which erratic “song leaders” carry on a *  
|]  choir practice or effect a dem onstration of entertainm ent. Or if it is a time J| 
j |  when special musicians exhibit their art, a t least tha t p a rt of the service is *  
jg worse than  lost. I f  the m inister moves about in a  nervous and dram atic man- |
*  ner, indulges in whispered conversations w ith a brother m inister in the pulpit *
*  or makes erra tic rem arks he should not fall out w ith the young people for *  
1  “disturbing the service.” *
*  *
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The minister, as leader of the service of 
worship, should not be satisfied with merely 
getting through with a meeting. H e should 
have regard to the perm anent results that 
true worship effects in the lives of those 
who take p a rt in it. On this point Bishop 
Thirkield says, “ But because we are Chris­
tians, and the One whom we worship is the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we know something of His character. He 
is like Jesus. Our communion, therefore, 
cannot have been real and vital if some 
m arks of th a t character were not stamped 
upon us when we were conversing with 
Him. This makes possible a hum an test of 
successful worship. H as it had any effect 
in m aking the worshipers more like Jesus 
Christ? His faith. His good cheer, His 
compassion for the suffering and oppressed, 
H is confidence in the power of love, His 
willingness to accept the cross of sacrifice 
for the redem ption of the world and His 
u tter goodness should and will show in the 
worshipers. N o t all a t once, of course, for 
such transform ations take time, and the 
process has more or less to begin over again 
with each generation and each individual. 
But if the corporate worship of the 
churches is bringing this trend into hum an 
life, we may thank God and rejoice, for we 
know' our labor is not in vain in the L ord .’’

Those Physica l A ttra c tio n s
J. L o w e l l  G e o rg e

When it should be my lot— or privilege 
to choose a life companion, two features 
im m ediately stand out in my thinking as 
factors which would, to a greater or less 
degree, have a bearing upon my choice. 
The first w'ould be the spirit of the in­
dividual, and the second would be the 
natural physical attractiveness of tha t in­
dividual. The spirit, being the inner 
character of the person, is the most im­
portan t, naturally , and much has been 
w ritten concerning personality. Physical 
attractiveness might be classed as a lux­

ury, a desired asset, something which can 
add to personality and aid one in making 
imm ediate contacts with people; in other 
words it is an attraction . Yet how much 
more am I made to adm ire tha t individual 
who m ay be more or less unattractive but 
w'ho is able to add to his or her a ttractive­
ness by neat, nonextravagant and becom­
ing attire.

T raveling as we have this summer, sing­
ing and speaking in some forty-five differ­
ent churches over Colorado and northern 
California, a few things have made them ­
selves known to me. Someone has said, 
“ If you wish to find the Church of the 
N azarene in town hunt out the building 
which looks the most like a barn .” A harsh 
statem ent, but how true it is in so many 
cases!

Upon seeing a church building with no 
paint to speak of, no shrubs, flowers or 
law7n, broken window7 panes, a church 
building dusty and un tidy  on the inside, 
a basem ent with d irty  windows and with 
an odor which makes a person wish he 
were elsewhere, causes me no wonder 
when the people say tha t it is hard to get 
anyone to attend the meetings. I  think 
tha t it is not a disgrace to have a poor 
church building but when the physical 
a ttractions of tha t building are abhorrent 
to an individual the result is tragic.

If “cleanliness is next to godliness,” 
let us practice it. Let us put some extra 
time on seeing th a t the church building is 
clean and attractive inside and out. Spend 
a little money, if necessary, for paint, 
shrubs or whatever is needed. I t  is certain 
tha t if the church building is made a t ­
tractive to the outsider and he begins to 
show interest in the “church made a t ­
tractive,” it will be a paying proposition. 
I t  is true tha t the church w ithout the divine 
blessing of God upon it offers nothing to 
the sinner. Ju st as the Spirit-filled church 
is the means of drawing the unsaved to 
Christ, so are the physical attractions of 
the church building an aid in drawing 
people to the house of God.

(2 )
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EXPOSITORY

E xpository M essages on Christian Purity
Olive M. Winchester

" I n'  t h e  I m a g e  o f  G o d ”
A nd God said, Let us make man in our image, 

after our likeness (Gen. 1: 26).
E have been considering various texts 

which trea t of the subject of Chris­
tian purity  or holiness, and we feel 

that basic to all such considerations is the original 
status of m an as he came from the hands of God. 
W hatever was the goal in the creation of m an will 
no doubt set a standard  and ideal for man in his 
recreation through grace. For we feel th a t in crea­
tion we have not only the thought for m an im ­
mediately but man ultim ately. The plan of re­
dem ption w rought before the foundation of the 
world bridged the broad span of m an’s sin and 
fall across the tragedy of the blighted life of the 
hum an race to the new heavens and new earth 
wherein dwelleth righteousness. In  between these 
tw’o stands man under grace renewed after the im ­
age of Him who created him and prepared for the 
final redemption.

I n  K n o w i n g  S p i r i t u a l  V a l u e s  
Man blinded by sin with his understanding 

darkened does not know the good. He may have 
some dim sense of good; he may feel some inner 
striving for some high ideals in his life, but when 
it comes to real knowledge of the ultim ate good 
he does not know it.

How- much the faculty of knowing functions in 
the sin and in righteousness in our lives is not a l­
ways fully understood. The Scriptures give us 
gradations of sin and evil according to  the meas­
ure of the operation of the cognitive faculty ac­
companying the pow'er of choice. Let us hear 
some exhortations from the Book of Proverbs: 
“How long ye simple ones, will ye love simplicity? 

And scoffers delight themselves in scoffing,

And fools hate knowledge.”
(3: 22, R .V .).

" 0  ye simple, understand prudence;
And ve fools, be of understanding h eart.”

' (8: 5, R .V.).
The significance of the word in this connection 

is of one who has never developed his faculty of 
understanding, and accordingly is easily led astray. 
This line of thought is carried on in the Old Tes­
tam ent presentation of sin and in the next step we 
find a man going into sin because he is void of 
understanding; then we have the m an who carries 
his conduct beyond the bounds of reason, and 
finally as the climax to this phase a sinful man 
who uses his mind and understanding for evil and 
makes evil a subject of prem editation. These are 
not the only sinners described in the Old T esta­
ment by any means bu t they do represent the 
class of sinners who err in th a t they seek not to 
know spiritual values.

As sin is grounded in part in faulty faculties of 
understanding, so in the operation of grace we 
learn of the mind being enlightened and being re­
newed in knowledge. From  these considerations 
therefore we conclude th a t m an in his original 
state and condition had a knowledge of spiritual 
values. T hat this knowledge was full and com­
plete we need not assert, ra ther would we feel th a t 
while it was still unham pered by the stain of sin, 
it had potentialities which the understanding of 
man today does not have, yet those potentialities 
were still undeveloped.

Another fact remains to  indicate th a t m an had 
originally a knowledge of spiritual values, the res­
idue of knowledge w'hich exists in man unre­
deemed, w'hich is p art of the heritage of the re­
straining pow'er of redeeming grace, or prevenient 
grace, indicates a greater rang e; it is only a broken

P u b lish e d  m o n th ly  b y  th e  N aza ren e  P u b lish in g  H ouse, 2923 T ro o s t  A ve., K a n s a s  C ity , Mo., m a in ta in e d  b y  a n d  in  th e  in te r e s t  of th e  C h u rch  of th e  N aza ren e . S u b s c r ip t io n  p ric e  $ 1.00 a year. E n te re d  a s  sec o n d  c la s s  m a t te r  a t  th e  P o s to ff ic e  a t  K a n sa s  C ity . Mo. A c c e p ta n c e  fo r  m a il­ing a t  sp ec ia l r a te  of p o s ta g e  p ro v id e d  fo r  in S ec tio n  1103, A c t of O c to b e r  3, 1917, a u th o riz e d  
D ecem ber 30, 1925.
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fragm ent, m arred  and  d istorted  and a t tim es v i­
tiated  to  a great degree, bu t it indicates th a t its 
source bespeaks b etter things.

F r e e  C r e a t iv e  W i i .l
We find th a t our text is prefaced w ith  the sta te­

m ent, “And God said, Let us m ake.” All through 
the narrative in the first chapter of Genesis we 
have cither a direct fiat, “Let there be” o r we have 
the creating and the m aking of different form s in 
nature and in the w orld of living creatures. God, 
as a free creative will, calls in being m atte r and 
life on the one hand and on the other He shapes 
these original entities into various forms in natu re  
and the anim al world and in man.

In  m an we see this power, not to  be sure in ex­
tent, b u t similar. How often have we stood in 
wonder a t the creations of man. We call them 
creations because they are such w onders of skill. 
They are not in reality creations, for creations 
imply the bringing in to  being th a t which had no 
existence previously, but because of their m arvel­
ous functioning they appear to  be creations. In  
the realm  of science w hat w onders are w ro u g h t! 
In  the world of literature how does the m ind of 
m an w ork pouring forth  products of active 
thought.

W hen we come to the choice of the good it is 
true th a t the will of m an here is not free unaided, 
bu t through prevenient grace and the assistance of 
the H oly Spirit or ra th er w ould we say th a t the 
assistance of the H oly Spirit is the m anifestation 
of prevenient grace, m an can m ake the choice of 
the good unto  life eternal.

H ere again then we have the present status of 
man as indicative of his original status. If now 
he is enabled th rough grace to  accept the offers of 
m ercy and thereby en ter into com m union w ith 
God his M aker, would we not conclude th a t orig­
inally he was created w ith  this power in greater 
measure. I t  was not bound by sin. On the other 
hand there was need of the sustaining pow er of 
the Holy Spirit, for m an is a  dependent creature 
in his relation to the Godhead and ever has been, 
bu t his creative willing could operate m ore sensi­
tively and w ithin  it a greater impulse for the good.

A n  I m m o r t a l  S p i r i t
As the u ltim ate act in  the creation of m an in 

our account given us in this early  narrative we 
see the inbreathing of God in the lifeless body 
formed from  the dust of the ground and m an be­
comes a living soul. If  we follow th e  m ajor 
stages in creation we find first the creation of 
some en tity  which is the basis of m atter, then  we 
find the creation of new stage of life when the 
anim als are b rought into being and finally there is 
the th ird  m ajor creative act when m an is an im at­
ed by this inbreathing. Accordingly we m ay read ­

ily assume th a t while m an in his body may be like 
the beasts th a t perish there is something in his in­
ner being th a t transcends and abides unto eter­
nity. This fact is borne out by other passages of 
Scripture.

The image of God then stam ped on m an is not 
only in the functioning powers of his person but 
in the very nature of his person. As endued with 
the faculty of knowing and w ith  the possibility of 
free creative will, we have certain functioning 
powers, but when we come to this inbreathing we 
have to  do w ith the very being of man, his spirit 
nature, m an is like unto God in th a t he is a spirit 
being.

A H o l y  B e in g
Thus far in our thought we have been discussing 

for the most p art the natural image in man. I t is 
true th a t sometimes there seems to be a crossing 
from the natural image to the spiritual image. 
This m ust needs be so for m an is one; he func­
tions in various ways, but he is essentially one, 
therefore one cannot departm entalize him. But 
man is not only possessed of a natural likeness in 
his being and its functioning th a t bears the image 
of Him  who created him, he also bears the spirit­
ual image.

In th a t m an bears the spiritual image it must 
needs be th a t m an came forth  from  the hand of 
his C reator as a holy being. We read th a t God 
looked upon all th a t He had created and behold it 
was good. Now while the term  good does not 
seem to convey unto  us ordinarily such a high 
type of v irtue as holiness, we m ust remember th a t 
the designation good is somewhat of a relative as­
pect. Anything is good in its particular field and 
relations, and man could not be ultim ately good, 
standing as he did in relation to God, unless th a t 
a ttribu te  included holiness.

We see then in the dawning of creation not 
some creature emerging from  the darkness half 
m an and half submerged w ith  the trappings of a n ­
imal heritage, but a m an glorious in his being w ith 
the stam p of the divine upon him. If  the psalm ­
ist could speak of man as he saw him fallen and 
vitiated  by sin, saying:
“Thou hast crowned him w ith glory and honour” : 
how much more could it be said of m an in the 
beginning? and  shall not this beginning of the life 
of man on the earth  set a norm  and standard  for 
man as he is to be when redeemed by grace?

Thus we behold man as he stands coming from 
the hands of God. W hat God would have man 
be, He makes him. His nature undefiled by sin 
and untain ted  by evil, holy and righteous chal­
lenges m an down through the centuries to  accept 
the offers of grace th a t he m ay be renewed unto 
the image of H im  who created him.

( 4 )
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HOMILETICAL

A  P reaching Program
Orval J. Nease

April 4— Morning
G o d ’s  G o o d  M a n  

H e was a good man, and fu ll o f the H oly Ghost 
and of fa ith ; and m uch people was added unto  
the L ord"  (Acts 11:24).

S c r i p t u r e  R e a d i n g — Acts 11:19-26. See also 
Acts 4:36, 37.
I n t r o d u c t io n

1. The Bible considers “good” a superlative
title.

“Well done, thou good and  faithful servan t.”
2. In  m odern times the title good in disrepute.

a. I t  has come to  mean an  insipid, colorless,
anaemic, passive character.

b. The w ord has fallen among thieves and
has been robbed of its vestments.

(1) The gentleman about tow n who is a
hale fellow well m et b u t none too 
careful about his m orals a t tim es 
b u t is smiled upon and called a 
“good” fellow.

(2) The “good” m an in plays, on the stage,
and on the screen, in novels and in 
conversation has been the “holier 
than  thou” sort of person too often 
using his staid form  of goodness to  
hide meanness.

(3) The “good” m an has been the b ru n t
of jokes until the term  good has 
not only been robbed of its true 
meaning but has too often become 
undesirable.

3. The title “good” is a title of strength.
a. I t  has red blood, braw n and heroism in it.
b. I t  means all th a t Christian means.
c. The Bible declares th a t B arnabas was a

good m an.
W hy does the Bible call B arnabas “good” ?

I .  B a r n a b a s  W a s  a  M a n  w i t h  a  L a r g e  H e a r t
1. We first hear of Barnabas giving his all to

the church (Acts 4:36, 37).
a. He evidently was a reasonably well to

do man (v. 37).
b. W as in Jerusalem  during Pentecost.
c. C aught the contagion of pentecostal spirit.
d. Gave himself and  all he had.

2. Barnabas recognized God as owner.
a. Recognized th a t the cause of God had a 

claim on his possessions.

b. Recognized th a t possession w as not ow ner­
ship.

3. Does God require th a t every Christian give 
all?

a. Yes, in the sense th a t he recognized th a t
he is G od’s steward.

b. Yes, in the sense th a t he holds himself
and  his God entrusted possessions sub­
ject to  the will of God.

c. Yes, in th a t he handles those possessions
as a tru s t from  God.

“A m an can be liberal and  not good, but 
a m an cannot be good and not liberal.”

II . B a r n a b a s  W a s  a  M a n  o r F a i t h
1. He had faith  in God.

a. A living, active, virile faith .
b. A fa ith  th a t m ade eternal values real.
c. A faith  th a t inspired constant active in ­

terest in kingdom affairs.
2. He had  faith  in men.

a. Some take pride in their cynicism.
(1) Constantly  critical, skeptical of the

w orth  of others.
(2) Some men feel called upon to  dig up

the past of others.
“I t  is usually unsafe to  trust a m an who 

constantly d istrusts others.”
b. He could help men because he believed in

them .
(1) I t  was B arnabas th a t found the new 

convert Saul when th e  Jerusalem  
church was “still afraid  of him , and 
believed n o t th a t he was a disciple” 
and no doubt saved him to  the church 
(Acts 9:26-29). See also Acts 11:25.

(2) I t  was B arnabas th a t stood by young 
Jo h n  M ark  who left the first mission­
ary  p arty  and returned to  Jerusalem 
(Acts 13:13; Acts 15:36-39). And 
saw M ark  become the au th o r of one of 
the Gospels as a result.

c. I t is Christlike to  believe in men.
II I . B a r n a b a s  W a s  T h o r o u g h l y  M i s s i o n a r y

1. Some early disciples were trying to  keep
the gospel and the church Jewish.

2. B arnabas believed th is a universal gospel,
a. The Gentiles appealed to  Paul and B arna­

bas to  have the gospel preached to  them  
(Acts 13:42, 43).

( 5 )
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b. Paul and B arnabas tu rn  to the Gentiles 

(Acts 13:46-49).
3. B arnabas helped make up the first mission­

ary  party .
“ Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the 
w ork w hereunto I have called th em ” 
(Acts 13:1-4).

a. The w orld’s first missionaries.
b. Every missionary station today a silent

m onum ent to th a t first missionary 
party .

I V .  B a r n a b a s  W as a M a n  F u l l  o f  t h e  H o l y  
G h o s t

1. This explains his o ther characteristics.
a. Being filled w ith  the Holy Ghost he was

led by the Holy Ghost (Acts 13:2).
b. A Spirit-filled m an is a believing man.
c. A Spirit-filled m an is a man of a world

vision.
d. A Spirit-filled m an is a m an of a large

heart.
2. He was genuinely spiritual.
3. N ot surprising to  have the inspired w riter

conclude the h istory  of this m an w ith, 
“ And much people was added unto  the 

L ord .”
C o n c l u s i o n

1. Some things we m ay never possess.
Genius, greatness, etc.
Goodness m ay be ours.
Goodness is divinely im parted.

2. Let us covet earnestly the best gifts.
“ Goodness” is the fairest flower that 
grows in the soul’s garden.

3. Goodness and faithfulness the basis of future
reward.

April 4----Evening
T h e  G a r d e n  w i t h  t h e  B r o k e n  W a l l

I  w ent by the field of the slothful, and by the 
vineyard o f the m an void  o f understanding; and,
lo, it was all grown over w ith  thorns, and nettles 
had covered the face thereof, and the stone wall 
thereof was broken dow n  (P roverbs 24: 30-32).
I n t r o d u c t io n

1. The Bible a picture book.
a. The oriental m ind thought in pictures and 

thus expressed itself in allegories, m eta­
phors, similes and illustrations.

b. The Greek and Hebrew  languages in which 
the Bible was originally w ritten  are picture 
languages.

c. The Old T estam ent abounds in incidents, 
types and  figures th a t graphically portray  
New T estam ent doctrine and experience.

2. The w riter of P roverbs in the passage of our 
text pens the picture of the m orally slothful.

a. I t  is a realistic picture.
b. I t  is a m odern picture.
c. We should consider the lessons it teaches

"T he man in the garden w ith the broken w all.”

I .  E x c u s e s  G iv e n  f o r  M o r a l  F a il u r e
1. Excuses for failure.

a. “No need to  hurry , the season is long, seed 
will grow any tim e.”

(1) “I am  too young. Religion is for the 
old.”
“ I m ust sow my wild oats.”

(2) “I  can get saved any tim e.”
b. “The soil I have is too hard  to  w ork.”

(1) “A m an cannot be in business today 
and be a Christian.”

(2) “A m an who has to  w ork among un­
godly com panions can’t  be religious.”

(3) “No one is saved in my home.”
c. “ C apital controls the m arket so th a t the 

little m an does not have a chance.”
(1) “I am  just afraid th a t I can’t hold 

ou t.”
(2) “I do not w an t to  be a hypocrite, 

when I s ta rt I w ant the real th ing.”
(3) “W hy could I not have had a better 

chance?”
Illustration—“O God, why d idn’t you 

give my boy a chance?” cried a 
m other as the casket of her son was 
being lowered. He had been killed 
in an accident. B ut the fact was, he 
was a child of a Christian home, 
had attended  the church since in fan­
cy and had  bu t recently gone 
through a revival, bu t refused to  
yield.

d. “Too m any thorns and nettles."
(1) “I  have too m any tem ptations.”
(2) “W hy does God perm it evil if He 

w ants me to  be good?”
2. The fact rem ains he had everything neces­

sary to  success available.
a. He had a garden plot.

His own h ea rt; the world of service.
b. He had  fertile soil.

Every m an’s heart receptive a t some time.
c. He had sun and rain.

God sends these.
d. He had a protecting wall.

No beasts could overrun his garden, nor 
robbers, unless he perm itted.

e. His garden was in a favorable comm unity.
(1) He had  the example of o ther gardens 

and gardeners all about him.
(2) The evidences and  testimonies of suc­

cess in every direction.
I I .  T h e  R e a l  R e a s o n  f o r  M o ra l  F a il u r e

1. He refused to  w ork.
a. W ork means perspiration and callouses.

I t means diligence and intelligent action.
It m eans energy expending and back-bend-

ing.
b. I t  is a false idea to  expect “something for 

nothing.”
c. The true reason was m oral laziness! 

Define: “M oral inertia.”
(6 )
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2. Christian fruitage demands labor.
a. I t  is every m an’s duty  to  be a worker. 

“ E arn  bread by sweat of b row .”
“He who will no t w ork shall not eat.”

b. The soil m ust be cultivated to produce 
fruitage.

(1 ) Only wild plant life grows w ithout 
cultivation.

(2) Some have thought the alta r ends cul­
tivation  labor.

c. W orking at our religion.
(1) W ould you have faith? I t  m ust be 

cu ltiv a ted !
(2) W ould you be a m an of p rayer? You 

m ust w ork at the ta s k !
(3) W ould you have divine love? You 

m ust be a great lo v e r!
(4) W ould you be m agnanim ous? You 

m ust be a great g iv er!
(5) So w ith all religious developm ent and 

fruitage. Dig out the weeds, break up 
the soil.

3. There is no substitution for energetic exercise 
of the spiritual faculties.

a. Soul wealth cannot be inherited.
b. Soul w ealth does not come through luck.
c. Some men are too lazy to be Christians.

I I I .  T h e  R e s u l t s  o f  M o r a l  L a z i n e s s  
Note w hat laziness did for the m an of our text.
1. Kept him from  raising a crop.

No seedtime, no harvest. No flowers, no 
corn, no fruit.

2. Filled his garden w ith weeds.
a. W hat does a m an have to do to raise 

weeds? N othing a t a l l !
b. “You can gravitate tow ard  hell!”

3. M oral disintegration set in.
a. The wall of the garden broken.
b. The breaking down of m oral fences.

This is the tragedy of m odern A m erica!
c. No standard  of conduct. L ittle m oral 

conscience.
4. A byw ord to all who pass.

a. The broken m an sitting in the door of his 
hovel.

b. The mockery of m oral failure.
c. The tragedy of moral failure.

C o n c l u s io n
“He can who thinks he can,” by the grace of 

God. Note verse 32:
“Look” at the m an of the garden w ith  a broken 

wall.
“Consider it and receive instruction.”

April 11— Morning
T h e  D e s e r t  R o a d  t o  G a z a  

A nd an angel of the Lord spake unto Philip, 
saying,.Arise, and go toward the south, unto the 
w ay that goeth dow n from  Jerusalem unto Gaza, 
which is desert. A nd  he arose and w ent (Acts 
8:26-27).

S c r i p t u r e  R e a d i n g —Acts 8 :5 -8 ; 26-40 See also 
Acts 6:1-7 and Acts 21:8.

I n t r o d u c t io n
1. Philip was one of the foremost of the early

Christians.
a. Chosen deacon (Acts 6 :5).
b. A lay preacher whose persistent message

was Christ (Acts 8 :5).
c. M any were the miracles done bv him

(Acts 21:8).
d. He is referred to  as Philip the E van­

gelist (Acts 21:8).
2. The divine summons to Philip.

a. To leave the revival in Samaria.
b. To follow the desert road to Gaza.
c. He meets and preaches to  “a m an of

E thiopia.”
Let us note three meaningful suggestions:

I .  H i g h w a y s  t o  G aza
1. Three roads led to  Gaza.

a. Gaza, an old Philistine city.
(1) The largest tow n in the south of Pales­

tine, near Jaffa.
(2) The road to E gypt still runs through

it.
b. Three roads led from  Jerusalem  to Gaza.

(1) One by Ramleh.
(2) Another by Beth-Shemesh.
( 3 )  The th ird  by H ebron and Beit Gebrin.

Through rocks and hills and  desert. 
A way of loneliness and no popula­

tion.
c. The choice of road left with the traveler.

2. The call to  Gaza.
a. Good sense m ight have m ade it plausible

to remain in the Sam aritan revival. 
I t  is easy for one’s logic to support one’s 

desire.
b. One had best hesitate about choosing life’s

path  w ithout first consulting God.
c. The report is th a t “He arose and w ent.”

H esitation afte r the voice of God is clear 
is disobedience.

3. Finding G od’s highway of life.
a. M any roads have the same destination.

(1) One road to Gaza was the short,
straight road for those bent on 
business.

(2) A nother was the path  for those of
leisure and sight-seeing intent.

(3) The th ird  road by the desert was more
circuitous where heavy caravans 
wound their way.

(4) B ut all led to  Gaza.
b. L ife’s roads to  heaven lead through d i­

verging experiences.
(1) Some are called to  travel through

pleasant experiences.
(2) Some have heavy burdens th a t load

them  down.
( 3 )  Some are called to  the desert road of

sorrow , loneness, and struggle.
(7 )
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(4) T hank  God, all lead to  h eaven !
c. “T he w ay is set before us.”

II . T r a v e l i n g  t h e  D e s e r t  R o a d
1. T he desert road is a lone road.

a. I t  is often  the way of suffering.
b. I t  is often the w ay of heartache.
c. I t  is often the w ay of tears.
d. Suffering, heartache and tears always em ­

phasize the aloneness of life.
2. The desert road is a rough, laborious road.

a. Steep ascents and  precipitous descents.
b. H eavy burdens to  be borne.

3. The desert road is a hot, dusty road.
a. T he arid  plains of tem ptation.
b. T he w aste places of disappointm ent.

4. T he desert road is a long road.
“There are so m any hills to  climb upw ard,

I  often am  longing for rest,
B ut He who appoints me my pathw ay,

Knows just w hat is needful and  best.
“ I know in His W ord He has promised

T h a t my strength  it  shall be as my day. 
And the toils of the road  will seem nothing, 

W hen I  get to  the end of the w ay .”
— C h a r l e s  D .  T i l l m a n .

II I . C o m p e n s a t i o n s  o n  t h e  R o a d
1. Renders the satisfactions of obedience.

a. I t  is G od’s w ay for me!
b. “I  delight to  do T hy  will, O God.”
c. “He know eth the way th a t I  tak e” (Jo b ).

2. Provides a place of d istinct service.
a. Remember, others are traveling this desert

road.
b. T hey m ay not be able to  in terpret life’s

disappointm ents, in term s of the F a ­
th e r’s will.

’T w as so w ith  the E thiopian  eunuch 
(Acts 8:30, 31).

c. You m ay be sent this desert road to  in ­
terp re t God to men (v . 35).

d. Y ou a re 's e n t this way to  proclaim  Jesus
(v. 35).

3. Consciousness th a t Christ also traveled the
desert road.

a. His was the lone way.
b. The w ay of suffering.
c. The w ay o f the F athe r’s will.

4. The desert way often brings us to  an oasis.
Springs by the highw ay of life.

C o n c l u s i o n  
G od’s w ay is the best.
F o r G od’s w ay leads home.

April 11— Evening
A W o m a n  w i t h  a  P a s t

Jesus answered and said unto  her, I f  thou  
knewest the g ift o f God, and who it is tha t saith 
to  thee, G ive m e to  drin k; thou  w ouldest have 
asked o f h im , and he w ould  have given thee living  
w ater  (Jo h n  4: 10).

R ead carefully, Jo h n  4: 1-45.

I n t r o d u c t io n
1. The m an on the well curb.

An old well, Jacob’s.
A young m an, tired  and  alone, Jesus.

2. A wom an w ith  a past.
A ttired  in  cheap and soiled finery.
E nvironed w ith  a crimson past.
Im poverished by b u rn t-ou t affections.

3. Tw o souls ath irst.
Jesus said, “ Give me to  drink .”
W om an said, “Sir, give me th is w ater.”

I .  T h e  T r a g e d y  o f  I g n o r a n c e  
“ I f  thou  knew est” (v. 10).
1. The blindness of ignorance.

a. The intervening “if.”
(1) The mockery of it— “so near.”
(2) The tragedy of it—“so fa r.”

Jesus weeping over Jerusalem  cries, “If 
thou hadst know n in this th y  day” 
(Luke 19: 42).

b. The blinding effect of ignorance.
(1) The wom an knew no t the Christ.
(2) He was nearer to  her th an  H e had 

ever been before.
(3) Perhaps nearer th an  He w ould ever be 

again.
c. Ignorance m ay be wilful.

“No one so blind as he who will not see.”
2. The Christ w ho knows.

a. He knew th is woman.
(1) “He m ust needs go through Sam aria,” 

(v . 4) for th is lone woman.
(2) He knew her shattered  romances. 

“Orange blossoms dipped in p itch.”
(3) He knew her longing heart.

She brings her em pty w ater pitcher. 
She longs to  be pure again.

b. He knows all men.
(1) The longing of the hum an heart. 

Greeks said, “Sir, we would see Jesus”
(Joh n  1 2 :21 ).

(2) This dissatisfaction of the soul is the 
hopeful th ing about a sinner.

(3) Christ would go out of His w ay to 
contact a th irsty  soul. D avid said, 
“M y soul th irste th  fo r God, for the 
living God” (Psa. 42: 2 ).

3. The appeal of the Christ.
a. An appeal to  intelligence.

“ If  thou knewest.”
b. An appeal to  emotions.

Awakening of remorse, “H e w hom  thou 
hast is n o t th y  husband” (v . 18).

c. An appeal to  the will.
“ Go call thy  husband and come h ither” 

(v . 16).
I I .  T h e  G i f t  o f  G od

“The gift of God and w ho it is th a t saith to 
thee” (v. 10).

1. The failure of Jaco b ’s well,
a. Jacob’s wells.

T he wells of A braham  and  Isaac (Gen. 26: 
15-25).

(8 )
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b. E arth  derived wells will no t satisfy. 
“W hosoever d rinketh  of this w ater shall

th irst again” (v. 13).
(1) Wells of pleasure and pride.
(2) Wells of business and prestige.

“V anity of vanities, all is van ity”
(Eccl. 1: 2).

c. The labor of earth ’s wells.
“Come hither to  d raw ” (v. IS).
Journeying for the w ater.

2. “ Greater than  our father, Jacob” (v. 12).
a. Divinely im parted—“T hat I  shall give 

h im ” (v. 14).
b. The wells w ithin the heart— “Shall be in 

him ” (v. 14).
N ote: See Jo h n  7: 37-39.
Illustration—D r. Jow ett tells of an  old 

English castle th a t was built over a  liv­
ing spring. How ever besieged, the sup­
ply of w ater could never be cut off.

c. Unfailing supply.
“Springing up into everlasting life” (v. 14).

3. Source of this living w ater.
“From  whence hast thou this living w a te r?” 

(v. 11).
a. The gift of God (v. 10).
b. Comes through Jesus Christ.

“T ha t I  shall give him ” (v. 14).
c. The m an at the well curb, “Who it is” (v. 

10) .
d. M ay be had for the asking.

“He would have given thee” (v. 10).
II I . T h e  H e a r t ’s  O u t c r y

“Sir, give me this w ater, th a t I  th irst not, nei­
ther come hither to  d raw ” (v. IS).

1. The wom an discovers Jesus.
a. “Thou, being a Jew ” (v. 9 ).
b. “Thou a r t  a p rophet” (v. 19).
c. “Thou a r t  the Christ” (v. 29).

2. The wom an faces her past.
a. Jesus’ tactfu l approach.

“Go call thy  husband” (v. 16).
“True w orshippers” (v. 23).

b. The w om an’s evasion.
(1) A h alf-tru th— “I have no husband” (v. 

17).
(2) A theological argum ent. “W here should 

men w orship?” (v. 20).
(3) Jesus patiently answers her question­

ing.
c. The w om an’s hum bling acknowledgment. 

“Sir, I perceive thou a r t a p rophet” (v.
19).

“Told me all things th a t ever I  d id” (v. 
29).

3. The wom an loses her past.
a. H er testim ony (v. 39).
b. Sam aritans believed because of her testi­

mony (v. 42).
c. She had found the well!
d. She had forsaken her old w aterpot.

“The wom an then left her w aterpo t” (v.
28).

C o n c l u s io n
1. In  oriental cities where w ater is scarce the 

w ater peddler cries, “The gift of G od; who 
will b u y ?” We cry, “The gift o f G od; who 
will tak e?”

2. I t  is said th a t on the desert men in search of 
w ater will separate just the distance a m an’s 
voice will carry. W hen w ater is found the 
cry is passed from  m an to m an, “W ater,” 
“W ater,” “W ater.” We pass along the cry.

April 18— Morning
T h e  C l o u d  B e l o w  t h e  H o r i z o n  

A nd  he said, to his servant, Go up now , look 
tow ard the sea. A nd  he went up and looked, and 
said, There is nothing. A nd  he said, Go again 
seven times (1 Kings 18:43).
S c r i p t u r e  R e a d i n g — 1 Kings 17:1-7; 18:41-46. 
I n t r o d u c t i o n

1. A national crisis had arisen in Israel.
a. Ahab was king over Israel.
b. Ahab had caused Israel to  sin (1 Kings

16:30).
c. Baal w orship was prevalent.
d. A th ree-year d routh  had brought much

suffering.
e. God was dealing w ith  Israel.

2. A m ost crucial period in E lijah’s life.
a. In  answer to  the prayer of the prophet

the heavens gave no rain.
(1) E lijah had denounced Ahab and Baal

worship.
(2) E lijah  was fed by ravens by the brook

Cherith.
(3) E lijah entertained a t the home of

the widow of Zarephath.
(4) N ation was angry with the prophet.

b. The test by fire on M t. Carmel (1 Kings
18:17-40).

(1) The failure of the prophets of Baal.
(2) The fire had fallen upon Jehovah’s

altar.
(3) The people tu rn  to  God.

c. The test bv rain on M t. Carm el (1 Kings
18:41-46).

(1) E lijah had promised rain.
(2) The king was notified the drouth  was

ended.
“There is the sound of an abundance 

of ra in” (v. 41). ,
(3) Alone on M t. Carmel E lijah prays for

rain (v. 42).
(4) E lijah’s servant looks for clouds and

reports repeatedly, “There is n o th ­
ing” (v. 43).

I. T h e r e  Is  N e e d  f o r  a  F a i t h  C o n t e n t  t o  B e  
J u s t  F a i t h

1. This age is characterized by self-confidence.
a. The world dem ands dem onstration.
b. Days of scientific observation.

Prediction of rain  based only on baro ­
metric readings.

(9 )
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c. M en boast their ability  to  read the sky. 
Some in religious circles are confident of 

their ability  to read the prophetic sky.
2. F aith  makes its confident stand upon the

promise.
a. F aith  believes the promise because it be­

lieves the God of the promise.
b. Faith  cherishes the promise and w aits ex­

pectantly.
“F aith  is the substance of things hoped 

for, the evidence of things not seen” 
(H eb. 11:1).

Faith is the inner evidence of the answer.
c. The world needs faith  th a t is content to

be just faith.
3. Real fa ith  has no question marks.

a. Some ta lk  of the faith  th a t inquires.
(1) Certainly faith  need have no fear in

facing facts.
(2) There is something unsatisfactory in

such an attitud e  of faith.
Illustration—M odern editions of D ou b t­

ing Thom as th a t m ust th rust fingers 
in to  nail prints. Only an indulgent 
L ord  would accept such.

(3) There is a finer conduct of faith than
inquiry.

b. Uncomprom ising confidence character­
izes faith  a t its best.

c. Faith  often needs the challenge of con­
trad ic tory  reports.

(1) Send the servant out to  scan the sky.
(2) D on’t hold your faith  so lightly as to

endanger it by a negative report.
I I .  F a it h  C o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  C o n t r a d ic t o r y  

E v id e n c e
1. E lijah was not praying by the barom eter.

a. P rayed looking into a cloudless sky.
Illustration— No doubt a white square 

flag was floating upon the staff of the 
w eather bureau on M t. Carmel. “Do 
not p ray  until the flag changes,” some 
say.

b. The servant scans the sky.
N ote—T radition  declares th a t E lijah ’s serv­

an t was the son of the widow of 
Z arephath  whom  he had raised from  the 

dead.
(1) “There is nothing.”

Conclusive and brief.
(2) “There is nothing.”

He was sure before he looked.
(3) “There is nothing.”

M ere confirm ation.
(4) “T here is nothing.”

Carefully formed conviction.
(5) “T here is nothing.”

Hoped to  encourage his master.
(6) “There is nothing.”.

U tter weariness.
(7) “No larger than  a m an’s h and .”

c. The faith  of the prophet cried, “Go
again.”

(1) “There is nothing” will chill the blood
of anything less than genuine faith.

(2) “Go again, there is a cloud forming
out there.”

(3) “ Go again, some clouds hang low on
the horizon.”

2. Real faith  not dependent upon signs.
a. Signs are not given as the cause of faith. 

Faith  is ra ther the cause of signs.
b. In  the face of explicit promises God may

for a tim e w ithhold signs.
c. I t  does not take a large cloud to  satisfy

faith .
W ithout even looking at the cloud him ­

self, the prophet cries, “Go tell A hab.”
3. God’s promises are better than  signs.

a. W hat w ant we more than  God’s W ord?
b. The church m ust take a bolder stand

upon the promises.
c. Dost thou believe?

Then listen for the rain  which can be 
heard in the very promise itself.

II I . F a i t h  S e e s  t h e  C l o u d  B e l o w  t h e  H o r i ­
z o n

1. Failure is an unknow n thing for faith.
a. Say you, “There is nothing” ?

“Look again.” There is God.
b. The confident church laughs at the re­

port. “There is nothing.”
The church has something. We have 

G od’s W ord!
c. We are expected to presume upon the

promises.
The w'orld awaits a confident church.

2. Faith m ust stand w ithout the cloud.
a. Delay is not denial.

Do not confuse delay and denial.
b. Remember, God has spoken.

I am  not called upon to explain the ac­
tions of God.

I am called upon to  believe Him.
When I  believe Him , any need to explain 

Him vanishes.
c. “N ot faith in God because of the cloud.

but faith in the cloud because of God.” 
“You m ay th ink God does not hear you.

And w ithholds the gift you seek.
Then just learn to  trust His silence.

When the M aster does not speak.
Let your faith  new courage borrow ,

For His promises are true.
Ju s t remember on the morrow,

H e’ll take you through, H e’ll take you 
through.”— J a m e s  V. R e id .

3. Faith  alone could hear the rain.
a. The cloud below the horizon.
b. The message of faith.

“The sound of abundance of ra in .”
“ Go tell A hab.”

c. The world has always stood in respect
of the character of genuine faith.

(1 0 )
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Illustration— Blind m an w ith spittle- 

moistened clay upon his eyes, stum ­
bling tow ard the pool.
Paul, a t m idnight in shipwreck, cries 
“Sirs, I believe God.”

C o n c l u s io n
We honor great scholars, great inventors, etc. 
I t is time we honored great believers.
“Say you there is n othing?”

Go back again and again! For there is God!

April 18— Evening
T h e  M a n  N a m e d  L e g io n

A nd he asked him, W hat is th y  nam e? And he 
answered, saying, M y  name is Legion: fo r  we are 
m any (M ark  S: 9).
I n t r o d u c t io n

1. The lesson story (M ark  S\ 1-20).
a. Gadara controlled the m ountain on which 

it was built and the country and seaport 
down to the sea.

b. G adara was inhabited by a half heathen 
folk who raised swine for Rom an soldiers.

c. Christ, crossing the Sea of Galilee for rest, 
found a demoniac whom He healed and 
made a missionary.

2. C hrist’s miracles were very often twofold.
a. Miracles of bodily healing.
b. Miracles of soul-healing.

N ote M ark 2: 1-12.
3. C hrist’s miracles of bodily healing are always 

illustrative of soul-healing.
4. The miracle of the tom b-dweller of G adara 

was tw ofold and is illustrative of soul-heal­ing.
I. T h e  C o n d it io n

1. Possessed of an unclean spirit (v. 2).
a. No expression better describes the human 

heart w ithout Christ. The hum an heart is 
God’s temple and has been usurped by u n ­
cleanness.

b. “An unclean spirit.”
(1) Unclean minds and deeds arise from 

unclean hearts (Prov. 23: 7).
(2) The heart is the home of uncleanness 

(M att. 15: 19; Luke 6: 45).
c. “Possessed.”

(1) Controlled by uncleanness.
(2) Yielded to  uncleanness.

2. Dwelling among the tom bs (v. 3).
a. The place of isolation.
b. The place of condemnation.
c. The place of fear.
d. The place of death.

3. U ntam ed by men.
a. M an’s attem pts to  control sin.

(1) By binding (v. 3 ).
Legislation and incarceration do not 

cure sin.
(2) By tam ing (v. 4).

Education and reform ation do not 
tam e sin.

b. H istory holds the record of m an’s attem pts 
and tragic failures to control sin.

I I .  T h e  C o m m a n d
1. The m an recognizes Jesus afar (v. 6).

a. This ability  to  recognize Jesus was his hope.
b. The fact of his ability  to  recognize Jesus 

would be the basis of his condem nation if 
he failed to  go to  Jesus (v. 7).

2. Christ speaks w ith authority .
a. Only Christ has au thority  in the presence of sin.

"All power [au tho rity ] is given to  me in 
heaven and in ea rth ” (M a tt. 28: 18). 

“ He taught them  as one having au th o rity ” 
(M att. 7 :2 9 ) .

b. Christ and  Christ alone has power.
(1) To forgive sins (Luke 5: 24).
(2) To m ake the unclean clean. “ I will: 

be thou clean” (Luke 5: 13).
(3) To enable men to be sons of God (John  1: 12).

3. The w ord of power.
a. To the demoniac, “Come out of the man, 

thou unclean spirit” (v. 8).
b. To the wom an found in adultery, “Neither 

do I condemn thee; go and sin no m ore” (John  8: 11).
c. To the repentant thief, “Today shalt thou 

be with me in Paradise” (Luke 23: 43).
d. To Lazarus in the tom b, “Lazarus, come fo rth ” (John  11: 43).

i l l .  T h e  C o n f e s s i o n
1. A confession of his own condition.

a. "W e are m any” (v. 9).
He acknowledged his heart to  be possessed of uncleanness.

b. Jaco b ’s confession of name was a confes­
sion of character.

“M y name is Jaco b ” (Gen. 32: 27).
2. I t was a confession of faith  in Christ.

a. "Jesus, thou Son of the M ost High G od” (v. 7).
b. P eter’s confession of Christ.

“Thou a rt the Christ, the Son of the living 
God” (M att. 16: 16).

c. Such confession is a revelation and is the 
basis not only of the church but of all in ­dividual salvation.

I V . T h e  C o n d e m n a t io n
1. “They th a t fed the swine” (v. 14).

a. “They were afra id” (v. 15').
(1) They had reason to be afraid before, 

but now the m an was “sitting, and
,c lo thed  and in his right m ind” (v. 15).

(2) The vision of this man cleansed made 
them  conscious of their own unclean­ness.

( 3 )  The presence of the Christ m ade nec­
essary a choice relative to  their a t t i ­tude tow ard him.
Was this not true w ith Pilate?

( ID
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b. “And also concerning the swine” (v . 16).

(1) T heir commercial interests were a f­
fected.

(2) T h a t revival cost too  much.
2. “T hey began to pray  him  to  d ep art” (v. 17).

a. T he prayer fo r Jesus to  leave.
b. This p rayer was answered.
c. H isto ry  does no t record th a t He ever re­

turned.
V. T h e  C o n s e c r a t i o n

1. The prayer of the cleansed man.
a. “T h a t he m ight be w ith  h im ” (v. 18).
b. C haracteristic of all who are cleansed.

2. The com m and of Jesus.
a. “ Go hom e to  th y  friends and tell them ” 

(v. 19).
b. T his is the m ethod of the gospel.

3. The obedience.
“He began to  publish in Decapolis how  great 

things G od  had  done for h im ” (v. 20).
C o n c l u s io n

The home of dem ons became th e  hom e of 
Christ.

April 25--- Morning
W herefore I  p u t thee in remembrance that thou  

stir up  the gift o f God, which is in  thee (2 Tim. 
4 :14).

S c r i p t u r e  R e a d i n g — 2 Tim. 1:1-18.
I n t r o d u c t io n

1. A call to  memory.
The danger of forgetting form er experiences; 

form er responsibilities, and form er achieve­
ments.

2. The heritage of T im othy.
The faith  of his grandm other, Lois.
T he fa ith  of his m other, Eunice.

3. “The fa ith  th a t is in thee.”
I .  T h e  I n n e r  F i r e  

“T he gift th a t is in thee.”
1. The “g ift” w ithin.

a. Some have in terpreted  th is to  mean the
gift of prophecy— of preaching.

b. O thers, the gift of the Holy Ghost.
“ I t  was custom ary fo r the apostles to  lay 

their hands on those who received the 
H oly G host.”

c. O thers, declare it refers to  th e  “unfeigned
fa ith .” W hich his m other and  grand­
m other before him  possessed.

d. This verse a climaxing verse and  brings
to bear on T im othy the heart of the 
entire exhortation.

e. I t  is no less then the sum to ta l of God’s
grace shed abroad  in the heart and 
represents the believer’s consciousness 
of divine favor.

2. Paul refers to  this inner testim ony as though
it were la ten t fire,

a. “S tir u p ”—renew, kindle.

b. Old T estam ent w riters looked upon this
inner gift as fire.

(1) God appeared to Moses in burning bush.
(2) God dwelt am idst His people in the

tabernacle above it in a pillar of 
fire.

( 3 )  To E lijah on M t. Carmel God an­
swered by fire.

(4) Jerem iah said the w ord of God
burned as fire in his bones (Jer. 
20:9).

c. N ew T estam ent refers to  God and inner
grace in  similar terms.

(1) Joh n  B aptist preached th a t believers
should be "baptized w ith  fire.’’

(2) At Pentecost “cloven tongues like as
o f fire” sat upon the believers.

(3) The w riter of Hebrews declared th a t
God “m aketh his ministers flames of 
fire” (Heb. 1:9) and  th a t “God is a 
consuming fire” (H eb. 12:29).

3. M en of the impassioned heart are to  be 
rightly understood when they speak of 
God and G od’s grace w ithin the heart in 
term s of holy fire.

a. Quakers talked of the inner light.
b. Seth C. Rees and John  T . Hatfield in ­

sisted “we m ust have the fire.”
c. D r. P. F. Bresee was ever insisting th a t

the church individually and collectively 
m ust “get the glory dow n.”

I I .  T h e  S m o l d e r in g  F ir e
1. P aul did n o t accuse T im othy  of:

a. P u tting  out the fire. “Quenching the
Spirit.”

b. Or of misusing the Holy Gift.
c. N or did he adm onish him  to  seek new gifts.

2. Paul adm onished T im othy to  rekindle the
fire already within.

a. A smoldering fire is an inactive fire.
b. A smoldering fire may extinguish itself.
c. A smoldering fire should have:

(1) An open draft.
(2) Clinkers, ash and dead m aterials re­

moved.
(3) And plenty of fuel added.

3. Too m any m odern holiness people have
“banked their fires.”

a. A “banked fire” is a fire held in  reserve
w ith  a m inimum of activity  preserved 
for the night. Covered w ith ash, a 
closed d raft, to  keep it inactive. A 
confession th a t the day is over.

b. Too m any Christians are living with
“banked fires.”

I I I .  T h e  R e k in d l e d  F l a m e
1. The holy flame needs to  be burning brightly.

a. No power generated to  operate the m a­
chinery of life and of the church when 
the fire is fading and low.

b. No warm ing influence th a t will melt its
w ay in a cold world.

c. No consuming flame to burn  the dross and
debris th a t life’s experiences accumulate.
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2. Let the holy flame burn.

a. An impassioned love for God and men.
b. A living faith  th a t lays hold of God

and His promises in a grip of steel.
c. An undying service th a t expends itself

for a lost world.
d. A flame of zeal th a t burns its way to en ­

largem ent of the heart until all the 
world is encompassed within a benevo­
lent heart of concern.

3. Brethren, it is tim e to  rekindle the fire.
a. H istory dem ands it.

(1) We are 2,000 years this side of Calvary
and Pentecost and still the world is 
largely heathen.

(2) Holiness has been recognized as an
active movem ent since the days of 
the Wesleys, yet today the church 
largely repudiates the doctrine and 
experience.

(3) T hirty  years of history since the
founding of the Church of the N aza­
rene and m any feel there is now an 
“ease in Zion” stealing over the 
people.

b. A dying world w ithout Christ demands it.
(1) Christ has commanded and commis­

sioned us to  go save men.
(2) M en are dying faster than they are

being saved.
c. The hope of the soon coming of the Lord

urges it.
(1) “At such time as ye th ink no t.”
(2) “Will he find faith  on the earth  when

he com es?”
(3) W hat is done m ust be done quickly.

d. The only generation this generation of
C hristians can reach is this generation.

C o n c l u s io n
X. I t  is evident T im othy heeded P aul’s a d ­

m onition.
a. He flung himself against the need of a

world.
b. H e became a missionary who followed

Paul to  the last.
2. Shall we heed the call for renewed flame.

a. Remember it m ust be first renewed within.
b. T h a t it m ay radiate w ithout.

April 25— Evening
A l l  M e n  S e e k  a  H i d in g  P l a c e

Judgm ent also will I  lay to  the line, and right - 
eousness to  the p lum m et; and the hail shall sweep 
aw ay the refuge o f lies, and the waters shall over­
flow  the hiding place (Isa. 28:17).
I n t r o d u c t io n

1. Some facts are universally true.
a. Amid learned and unlearned of w hatever

race or clime.
b. C ertain basic physical, m ental and m oral

needs are universal.

2. All men know themselves to  be sinners.
a. M en know th a t as such they are in peril.
b. Men recognize th a t they are unable to

deliver themselves from  sin and  its con­
sequences.

I .  E v e r y  M a n  N e e d s  a R e f u g e
1. A refuge from the accusing finger of his

own conscience.
a. Conscience has as its aid the undying

records of memory.
“ Son, rem em ber (Luke 16:25).

b. A m an m ay callous his soul to  the ac­
cusation of conscience, bu t the voice of 
conscience is never stilled.

Illustration— Herod, who had beheaded be­
headed John , the B aptist, to  satisfy the 
whim of a dancing w om an, was troubled 
a t hearing of Jesus for some said “ th a t 
Joh n  was risen from  the dead” (Luke 
9 :6-9).

c. M en often do unexpected and tragic
things because of an offended con­

science.
Illustration— Judas, troubled because he 

had betrayed C hrist, dies a t the end of 
a hemp rope, a suicide, Saul fell upon his 
own sword.

2. A refuge from  the slumbering power of sin
in the heart.

a. Sin dwells w ithin the heart.
“Sin th a t dwelleth in m e” (R om . 7:17). 
“A nother law bringing me into cap tiv ity” 

(R om . 7:23).
b. Sin cannot be trusted.

T he n atu re  of sin is deception and you 
m ust change the nature of sin to  change 
sin.

c. Sin cannot be tam ed, trained or educated
beyond the possibilities of outbreak. 

Illustration—Like the train ing of a jungle 
tiger or boa constrictor, they m ay revert 
and spring upon their tra iner any  time.

3. A refuge from  the fears of death and judg­ment.
a. D eath and judgm ent are inescapable (Heb.

9:27).
b. D eath  and judgm ent hold te rro rs for all

under sin.
“The wages of sin is d ea th ” (R om . 6 :23). 
“And said to  the m ountains and  rocks, 

Fall on us, and hide us from  th e  face 
of him th a t sitteth  on the throne, and 
from the w rath  of the L am b” (Rev. 
6 :16).

c. Any experience th a t calls m an into account
brings terro r to  the unfaithful. 

Illustration— O ur neighbor, an old man. 
when asked about death, replied, “I t is 
an aw ful leap in the dark .”

II. F a l s e  R e f u g e s  a n d  H o w  t o  D e t e c t  T h e m
1. The nature of sin is to  deceive.

a. The devil the arch-deceiver.
Deceived Eve in the garden (Gen. 3).
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Is  pictured  th roughout the Bible as subtle 

serpent (Gen. 3 :1 ; Rev. 12:9; 20:2).
Appears to  men as an angel of light (2 

Cor. 11:14).
Is the fa ther of lies (Joh n  8:44).

b. The sinful heart is deceitful.
“The heart is deceitful above all things, 

and desperately wicked, who can know 
i t ? ” (Je r . 19:9).

c. I t  is characteristic of the sinful heart to
seek false refuge.

“W hen they shall say, Peace and  safety ; 
then sudden destruction com eth upon 
them ” (1 Thess. 5 :3).

“There is a way which seemeth right unto 
a m an, b u t the end thereof are the 
ways of d ea th ” (Prov. 14:12).

. False refuges enum erated.
a. A false hope of heaven.

(1) Self-righteousness.
“I am  as good as folks inside the 

church.”
“ I keep the golden rule.”
“N ot by works of righteousness which 

we have done, b u t according to  his 
m ercy” (T itus 5 :3 ).

(2) Living on m emory.
M em ory of a past experience—past 

grace.
Illustration—A m an was asked w hat 

his hope of heaven was. He looked 
for his baptism al certificate hidden 
aw ay in his trun k  and found it 
m oth-eaten.

(3) T rusting  in any m an-m ade institution
or ordinance.
Baptism , the church, etc.

b. Presum ing upon the Almighty.
(1) Presum ing upon the goodness of God.

“God is too good to send me to hell.”
(2) Based upon the righteousness of others.

M any a m an has rested his hope of 
heaven upon the prayer of a godly 
wife or m other.

Illustration—A sidewalk character in 
Phoenix, Ariz., was w ont to  say, 
“Uncle J im  can never go to hell, 
Uncle Jim  h ad  a praying m other, 
and  God will never let Uncle Jim  
go to  hell.”

(3) All will come out right in the end.
c. B argain counter religion.

(1) Religious notions th a t promise escape 
from  the consequences of sin w ith ­
out deliverance from  sin.

N um erous isms and cults of the day.
(3) Religions th a t ignore the necessity of 

the blood of Jesus Christ in a tone­
m ent for sin.

. False refuges detected.
a. T rue refuge m ust do the following:

(1) Satisfy the conscience.
(2) Deliver from  the present thraldom  of

sin.

(3) M ust fortify  in death.
(4) M ust be derived from the Word of

God.
A “thus saith the L ord .”

b. These tests should be m et before a p rom ­
ised hope of heaven is to  be relied upon.

III. F a l s e  R e f u g e s  S w e p t  A w a y  
“The hail shall sweep away the refuge of lies 

and the w aters shall overflow them .”
1. L ife’s flood waters.

a. Adversities and perplexities.
b. Reverses and  disappointm ents.
c. Crushed hopes and bereavements.

Does your refuge stand the test of life?
2. The hail of coming judgm ent.
a. Are you willing to present your refuge

to God?
b. Will it stand the scrutiny of judgm ent? 

Illustration—The text sounds like a picture
of the deluge. T he deluge is God’s pic­
tu re of world judgm ent. God will bring 
down the last strong swimmer.

C o n c l u s io n
Christ is the true refuge.
1. No one promises like Christ.

“ I  am  the w ay, the tru th  and  the life.” 
“I  am  the door, by me if any m an enter 

in, he shall be saved.”
“ Come unto  me all ye th a t labour and are 

heavy laden.”
2. No one is able to  perform  like Jesus.

“W herefore he is able also to  save them  
to the u tterm ost th a t come unto God 
by him ” (H eb. 7:25).

Illustration—Israel had seven cities of 
refuge provided. Christ is our City of 
Refuge.

Christian Warfare

M e l z a  H . B r o w n
1. W arfare our charge (1 Tim . 1:18).
2. Kind of w arfare (1 Tim . 6:12).
3. O ur enemy of w ar (E ph. 6:12).
4. K inds of weapons (2 Cor. 10:4).
5. O ur arm or (E ph. 6:13-17).
6. O ur captain (H eb. 2 :10).
7. Some requirem ents. (Luke 24:49; Acts 1:8;

2 Tim. 2 :4 ; Rom. 12:1; Luke 9:24).
8. Soldier life.

a. Self-denial (Luke 9:23).
b. Life of hardness (2 Tim . 2 :3).
c. An example (2 Cor. 11:23-28).

9. The victory assured (1 Cor. 15:24-26).
10. Overcomers rewarded.

a. Shall eat of the tree of life.
b. Given a crown of life.
c. E a t of hidden m anna and given a new name.
d. H ave power over the nations.
e. C lothed in w hite raiment.
f. M ade a  pillar in temple of God.
g. G ranted  privilege of sitting w ith Christ.

11. The soldiers home (Rev. Chapters 21, 22).
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(The following are questions th a t were used in 
a prayerm eeting to very good advantage. The 
questions were given out ahead of time and the 
people were prom pted to find the answers.)

Know Your Bible
1. W hat does the w ord “ Bible” m ean? (Ans. 

''B ook” )
2. How many chapters in the Bible? (1189)
3. Give the meaning of the word “ Israel.” 

(Prince of God)
4. W here is the Bible definition of fa ith? (H e­

brews 11:1)
5. W hat is pure religion? (Jam es 1: 27)
6. Who offered the first prayer recorded in the 

Bible? (A braham — Gen. 20: 17)
7. W hat Scripture passage implies th a t there was 

no rain before the flood? (Gen. 2: 5, 6)
8. W hat does the w ord “ Genesis” m ean? (Be­

ginning)
o. W ho was the first m arty r?  (Abel— M att. 23: 

35)
10. Who is called “The Gospel P rophet” ? (Isa ­

iah )
11. W hat Old Testam ent character possessed the 

greatest patience? (Job)
12. W hat man took 300 men and whipped a n a­

tion? (Gideon)
13. Who said, “Let us go up a t once and possess 

it, for we are well able to overcome i t” ? 
(Caleb)

14. Who said, “ If I perish, I perish” ? (E sther)

Seven Words for the Child of God
1. Come (Isaiah 1: 18; M atthew  1 1:28 ; John 

7 :3 7 ) .
2. Learn (M atthew  1 1:29 ; John  6: 45; Romans 

15: 4 ).
3. Follow (John  21:19 , 22; Luke 5 :2 7 , 28; 

John  8 :1 2 ; 10: 27; 12: 26).
4. R ead (D eut. 17: 18, 19; Neh. 8: 18; Isa. 34: 

16; 1 T im othy 4: 13; Rev. 1:3.).
5. Pray (Luke 2 1 :36 ; Acts 6 :4 ;  Eph. 6: 18; 

Phil. 4: 6; Col. 4: 2; 1 Thess. 5: 17).
6. Work (Neh. 4 :6 ;  M ark 13 :34 ; 1 Cor. 15: 

58; 2 Cor. 9 :8 ;  Col. 1 :1 0 ; 2 Tim . 2 :1 5 ; 
T itus 3 :8 ) .

7. Look (Phil. 3: 20; Titus 2: 13; Hebrews 9: 
28).
“ But Christ is all and in all” (Col. 3: 11).

— S e l e c t e d .

Renewed
Renewing of the Holy Ghost (T itus 3: 4-7). 
Renewed in knowledge (Col. 3: 10).
Renewed in the spirit of your m ind (E ph. 4: 23). 
Transform ed by renewing of your mind (Rom . 

1 2 : 2 ).

The inw ard man is renewed day by dav (2 Cor. 
4: 16).

They th a t w ait upon the L ord  shall renew their 
strength (Isaiah 40: 31).

Youth is renewed like the eagle’s (Psalm  103: 5). 
Renew a right spirit w ithin me (Psalm  51: 10). 
Renewed the a ltar of the Lord (2 Chron. 15: 8). 
Renew the kingdom (Jesus shall reign) (1 Samuel 

11: 14).
— S e l e c t e d .

Spiritual Quickening
(Ephesians 2)

I .  F r o m
1. Death in trespasses and sins.
2. W alking according to the course of this 

world.
II. To L i f e

1. By means of grace.
2. The agent— the Spirit and Christians w ork­

ing together.
3. The position—raises up to Him.

I I I .  P u r p o s e  o f  Q u ic k e n i n g
1. Partakers of His life and riches.
2. Partakers of the promise.
3. M ade citizens of the commonwealth.
4. Reconciled.

The Christian and His Bible
(Acts 8: 30-39)

I. R ea d  I t— F o r m  t h e  H a b it
1. Regularly.
2. This eunuch had the habit.

i l .  D e v e l o p  a D e e p  A p p r e c ia t io n  f o r  I t
1. As G od’s inspired W ord.
2. As a living Book today.

I I I .  E n d e a v o r  to  H a ve  S o m e  U n d e r s t a n d in g  o f
I t

1. In the spirit of worship.
2. In m editation (He that willeth to know of 

the doctrine shall know ).
3. Through obedience.

IV. G o d  W i l l  S e n d  H e l p
1. Philip was sent to  the eunuch.
2. Sometimes through the minister.
3. The Spirit is the G reat Teacher and Revealer.

V. B i b l e  D e v o t i o n a l  R e a d i n g  L e a d s  t o  B e t t e r
a n d  H a p p ie r  L iv in g
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Increasing the Light
(P roverbs 4: 18)

I. By Increasing the Source of Light. This is not
necessary for the Christian as God is the 
Light.

II . D raw ing N earer the Light. The C hristian can
do this.

I I I . Rem oving Obstacles th a t would hinder the
light reaching th e  person in its entirety. 
The C hristian m ust do this.

IV. By W alking in the Light. The true child of
G od is doing this.

The Saint’s Relationship to Christ
(1 Cor. 3: 23)

I. His w orkm anship (E ph. 2: 10; Isaiah 43: 21).
II. Tem ples of God (1 Cor. 3: 16).
I I I . Priests of God (1 Peter 2 :9 ) .
IV. Servants of God (R om . 6: 22; 1 Cor. 3 :9 ) .
V. Friends of God (Jo h n  15: 14).
VI. Sons of God (1 Jo h n  3: 2).
V II. The Sheep of His Fold (Joh n  10).
V III. The Branches in the Vine (Joh n  15).
IX . T h f  L ight of the W orld (M a tt. 5: 14).
X . Ambassadors (2 Cor. 5: 20).

Teach Us to Pray
(Luke 11: 1)

I. A Question-
1. Asked by praying people.
2. Expresses a desire.

a. To know  how to approach Deity.
b. To have a deeper spirit of prayer.
c. F o r help from  God.

II. C h r i s t ’s  A n s w e r
1. Be sure of your relationships. “O ur F ather.”
2. H ave a heart interest: “T hy kindom  come. 

T hy will be done.”
3. H ave proper dependence: “ Give us, forgive 

us, lead us.”
4. Do not give up easily, im portune.
5. Believe when you pray.

Christ as a Savior
I . T h e  N e e d — t h e  P l i g h t  o f  M a n

1. Blinded by Satan  (2 Cor. 4: 4 ).
2. E nsnared by Satan  (2 Tim . 2: 26).

II . T h e  P r o m p t n e s s  o f  C h r i s t
1. In  due tim e— God’s tim e (R om . 5: 6).
2. In  the fullness of time (Gal. 4: 4, 5).
3. In  fulfillm ent of prophecy (M a tt. 1: 23 and 

m any o thers).
I I I .  T h e  P o w e r  o f  C h r i s t

1. Highly exalted by God (Phil. 2 :9 ) .
2. Given au th o rity  (M att. 28: 18).
3. Able to  save to  the u tterm ost (H eb. 7: 25).

The Purpose of Missions
1. To share “ the Good News” (M ark  16: 14-20).
2. To save men from  sin (Heb. 2: 1-4).
3. To transform  life (2 Cor. 3: 17, 18).
4. To lift life’s level (T itus 2: 9-15).
5. To spread enlightenm ent (Acts 26: 16-18).
6. To create “New M en” (E ph. 4: 20-32).

— S e l e c t e d .

Missionary Heroes
1. M en of F aith  (1 Cor. 3: 1-9).
2. M en of Courage (2 Cor. 22: 21-33).
3. M en of Vision (Acts 2: 16-21).
4. M en of Compassion (Acts 16: 9, 10).
5. M en of Unselfish Zeal (2 Cor. 12: 14-21).
6. B rotherly M en (Acts 20: 17-35).

— S e l e c t e d .

Bells of Blessings
(Psalm  33)

1. The Goodness of the Lord— E ver New (v. 5).
2. The W ord of the Lord— Ever T rue (v. 4 ).
3. The W ork of the Lord—Ever Good (v. 6).
4. The Counsel of the L ord—Ever Stands (v. 11).
5. The Eye of the Lord—E ver Seeing (v. 18).

— S e l e c t e d .

W Serm on O utlines ;|
y  i

Successful Christian Life

M e l z a  H .  B r o w n  
T e x t —Joshua 1:8.

1. No one should desire failure.
2. God never intended we should fail.
3. Failure means eternal loss.

I. Success essentials.
1. Foundation  secure.

a. F irst principles correct.
b. Regenerated and sanctified.
c. Sin question settled forever.
d. Consecration eternal.
e. Should never need another.
f. A fixed heart. A life’s purpose.
g. Serving God the business of life.

2. W ork a t our calling.
a. Called to  be saints.
b. A calling doesn’t  assure success.
c. Needed diligence, application, constancy.
d. Neglect and carelessness ruin any business.

3. Increase our investm ents.
a. P u t m ore into the business than  we take

out.
b. Question is no t w hat we can get out but

invest.
c. Invest time, ta lent, money, effort, thought,

devotion, life.
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4. T ake an occasional inventory.
a. I t  is too late to  check up  when the 

sheriff notifies of foreclosure,
c. Samson should have taken inventory 

sooner.
5. W hat is your stock in grace listed a t today?

a. Is it going up or dow n?

W hat Is Your Life

A r t h u r  E l l s w o r t h  B a r k l e y  
For what is your life1 (Jam es 4 :14). 
I n t r o d u c t i o n — This is a great question, an 

im portant question, and a question th a t con­
fronts us all.
I .  W h a t  I s  L i f e ?

1. Someone has likened life to  a journey or
pilgrimage.

2. Life is a voyage.
We m ust sail our vessel.
N o t always smooth sailing.
We need a Pilot.

3. Life is a battle.
C onstant w arfare against elements th a t 
would destroy us— from  the cradle to 
the grave.

4. Shakespeare said th a t “ Life is a d ram a.”
5. Life is a race.

I I .  E p o c h s  i n  L i f e
1. B irth.
2. Age of accountability.
3. Choosing a career.
4. M arriage.
5. Death.

II I .  L i f e — W h a t  I t M a y  B e  M a d e
1. A failure.
2. A success.

E num erate some who have m ade failures 
of themselves and also those who have 
made a success of their lives, both  from 
the Scriptures and from personal observa­
tion.

3. A stepping-stone.
4. A stum bling-block to others.

All have influence.
I V . L i f e  M u s t  C o m e  t o  a C l o s e

We should so live th a t when our summons 
comes, we may be able to look back over a life 
well-spent.

Some people live so th a t they are n o t missed 
when they die. We should live a life so th a t 
when we take our departure, the w orld shall be 
a little darker because our light has gone out, 
and just a little colder because our w arm , loving 
heart has ceased to beat.

Some Characteristics of a Christian

H. A . E r d m a n n  
Scripture—M atthew  18:1-3 

I n t r o d u c t i o n  
“ W h o  I s  G r e a t e s t ? ”

1. This seems to  be a besetting sin of hum an­
ity. “W ho is greatest am ong u s? ”

2. In school we used to  study about great
w ar generals until we all w anted to  
be a Napoleon or an Alexander.

3. Now stress has changed. M ost successful
farm er or business m an is g reat; as 
Ford, Rockefeller, M organ, etc.

4. In  ecclesiasticism it is the preacher who
can entertain  best, or draw  the biggest 
crowd.

I .  W h a t  I s  G r e a t n e s s ?
1. Jesus did not use Himself, b u t a child.
2. He who would be great m ust be much like

a child.
I I .  W h a t  A r e  t h e  C h i l d l i k e  C h a r a c t e r is t ic s

o f  a C h r i s t i a n ?
1. Helpfulness, servant.

a. Greatest who serves best.
b. W hether old or young, man or woman,

rich or poor, let us all be like child 
and serve.

c. A real friend is one who stands by you
when you need him. As Jesus and 
wom an in ad u lte ry ; gave her a new lease 
on life.

2. Healthfulness.
a. Bubbling w ith health , energy and zeal.
b. This is the characteristic of God’s people.

they can m arch on against the b a ttle ­
ments of hell. A sick m an cannot.

3. There m ust be a ring of sureness in our
preaching and testifying.

a. We m ust know. “Once blind but now I
see.”

b. P au l’s testim ony, “ I know whom I have
believed, and am persuaded th a t he is 
able,” etc.

c. Voice of certain ty  convinces.
d. H ave I  something to  offer a downcast,

sorrowing and bleeding hum anity ?
4. Every child w ants to  be like parent.

a. Though humble and of common people
my father was m y hero.

b. Child loves to  tell w hat his father can do.
c. M ay our hearts be so full th a t we can

but tell.
5. Who is greatest?

He th a t does the will of the Lord as Jesus 
said a t close of Sermon on M ount.
M ay not ride in fine cars or live in fine 
houses.

M ust be healthy, helpful, m ust know , must 
tell, m ust do.
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A  Wise Master-Birlder

W. W. G l e n n  
1. Cor. 3: 10

I XTR0D1 CT1JN
Paul likens the C hristian life to  a building. 

Each individual is a builder and the foundation is 
Christ. He intim ates it is im portant how  we 
build because the building will be tried as by fire. 
He says every man will be rew arded according to  
his effort in building. The text also shows th a t 
we become builders through the grace of God 
which is given to each of us. A glorious privilege 
indeed— to be furnished w ith the m aterial, the op­
p ortun ity  to bui'd, and then be rewarded for the 
building. Although a great privilege, it entails 
great responsibility. Some things entered into 
P au l’s life th a t made him a wise m aster-builder.
I. A R u g g e d  F a i t h  i n  G o d  (2 Tim . 1: 12).

1. Knew whom  he had believed.
Conviction necessary. Reason people do not

stand, they never were really convicted. Jesus 
said, " I t is hard  for thee to kick against the 
pricks," etc. A man experiencing real conviction 
does not care to  go over the route again. Feel 
pangs of h e ll!

(1) M et Jesus (road to D am ascus). This 
essential! It changed his whole life. “Behold 
he p rayeth .” Persecutor changed to  a saint!

(2) Knew him in sanctifying power (G al. 2:
20). This is essential. Dead to  self! N o self- 
will ! A tool in G od’s hands. F its for service 
(2 Tim . 2: 21). I t  is the m otive power, the dy­
nam ic !

( 3 )  Knew him in keeping power, "I am per­
suaded” (2 Tim . 1: 12).

II. A D i v i n e  C a l i ,  (Acts 26: 16-19).
1. Deliverance from the people.
2. Salvation of sinners.
3. Sanctification of believers.
4. Obeyed the call (Acts 26: 19).

III. L a b o r e d  M o r e  A b u n d a n t l y  (1 Cor. 15: 10). 
1. We m ust labor (1 Cor. 3: 9; 2 Cor. 11: 23).

We are just w hat we are by the grace of God plus 
our use of th a t grace.
IV. T r e s s e d  T o w a r d  t h e  M a r k  ( P h i l .  3: 14).

1. -Supreme aim of his life. “This one thing I 
d o ” (Phil. 3: 13).

2. W hat was this m ark?
(a) The whole will of God (Phil. 3: 12-14).
(b ) The celestial city (Phil. 3: 20, 21).

V . H e  H a d  a  G o d - G i v e n ,  C o n s u m i n g  P a s s i o n  
f o r  t h e  L o s t  (R om . 9: 1-3).

1. G reat heaviness, continual sorrow. So much 
so he wished himself accursed.

2. P u t himself to great sacrifice for souls (1 
Cor. 9 : 1 9 -2 2 ;  1 Cor. 1 0 : 3 3 ) ,  W ent out of his 
way to win sou ls!
VI. H e  F o u g h t  (2  Tim . 4 :  7 ) .

1. We will have to f ig h t!
(a) The devil. Illus.— Christian in “Pilgrim ’s 

Progress,” seeing the wild beasts in the path , 
but when got to  them found them  chained. If 
we keep in the center o f . G od’s will, He will 
tu rn  our weeping into laughter; our darkness 
into day (Psa. 3 0 : 5 ) .

(b) Form ality . (M uch prayer will h e a t  
things up!)

(c) Powers of darkness.
(d) M odernism and unbelief.

Opportunity

M e l z a  H. B r o w n
1. The value of opportunity .

a. M y opportunities have been my chief
assets.

b. M any have longed for them  after they
passed.

c. Rothschilds’ great fortune was built by the
seizing of an opportunity . 111. 42, in 
"B ottles of H eaven.”

d. A man became cattle king in Texas by
seizing an opportunity .

2. O pportunity  is often not appreciated.
a. M any make no use of opportunities.
b. Some long for the other fellow’s while they

do net use their own.
c. M any never see or recognize them until past.
d. Some ruin their opportunities by delay or

slothfulness.
3. W asted opportunities.

a. M eans tragic loss.
b. Worse to  have and waste than to never

have.
c. Once wasted can never be regained.

4. The greatest opportunity .
a. A chance to become a child of God.
b. Of eternal value.

5. The curse is upon the m an who does not
use his opportunity , 

a. The one ta lent m an buried his oppor­
tun ity .

b. Jerusalem  would not have its opportunity .
6. Time is opportunity .

a. Every hour is valuable.
b. Time settles eternity.
c. One individual said, “ Half of m y possessions

for one more hour.”
7. Our opportunity  is now.

a. O thers have passed.
b. Ours m ay be alm ost gone.

8. The last opportunity  for life and salvation
comes.

a. You have heard th a t before.
b. W hich increases your guilt and condem ­

nation.
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c. Will you sit idly by and perm it the last to

pass?
d. T hink  of w hat is a t stake.

9. The saddest regrets.
a. If I  only had.
b. The harvest is past and I  am  unsaved.
c. M y opportunity  is gone forever.

W inning Christ

W. W. G l e n n
L e s s o n — Phil. 3 .

T hat I  m ay w in Christ (Phil. 3: 8 ). 
I n t r o d u c t i o n  

The Christian life is likened unto  a race, by the 
Apostle Paul. In  the text he sets it forth  as some­
thing to be won. In  the n in th  chapter of First 
C orinthians he so likens it unto a race and exhorts 
them to temperance th a t they m ight win the race. 
This is the greatest race m an can run. P aul says, 
“ I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, 
not as one th a t beateth the a ir; bu t I  keep under 
my body, and bring it in to subjection.” He does 
this th a t he m ight win with Christ.
I .  I n  O r d e r  t o  W i n  C h r i s t  

N e g a t iv e l y
1. We m ust not have confidence in the flesh 

(vs. 3 -5 ). Blood or station will not avail. M o r­
ality  n o t enough (R om . 7 :1 8 ; John  1 :11-13 : 
Rom. 7: 25; Rom . 8: 8 ).

2. We m ust not have confidence in the righ t­
eousness of the law (v. 9 ), (Prov. 1 6 :2 ; P rov. 
2 1 :2 ; Prov. 2 0 :6 ) . M an likes to  exalt self. 
(Illus. Rich young ruler.) Legalistic righteous­
ness!

3. We m ust not have confidence in good works 
(v. 6 ), (T itus 3: 5-8).

4. We m ust not have confidence in ceremonies 
(v. 5).

(a) Baptism—a seal of the covenant, same 
as circumcision of the Old Testam ent (Gal. 6: 
16). Sacram ents, foot-washing, etc.
P o s it iv e l y
1. We m ust count all things b u t loss (vs. 7, 8 ). 

Here is perfect surrender. O ur plans, am bitions, 
will, ecclesiastical standing, etc. Paul a member 
of Sanhedrin! no doubt studying to  be a rabbi. 
All swept away when he m et Jesus.
II. To W i n  C h r i s t  M e a n s

1. To know him (v. 10). Greek definition: 
“To absolutely k n o w ; to  be aw are o f ; to  feel; to 
perceive; to  understand.”

(a) Know Him  in the power of regeneration, 
“in the power of his resurrection” (Rom . 6: 4;

Eph. 2: 1; 2 Cor. 5: 17). This is the righteous­
ness by faith  (v. 9 ).

(b ) In  entire sanctification “and the fellow­
ship of his sufferings” (v. 10). D e a t h  t o  S e l f !  
(Gal. 2 :20). Suffer w ith gladness (1 P e t .4: 12- 
14).

III. T h e  P u r p o s e  o f  W i n n i n g  C h r i s t
1. A ttain  unto perfection (v. 15). Gaze heav­

enward. Living for God alone (v. 20). Live 
here, now, as we will in heaven. Oh the shallow­
ness of to d a y ! Any little gust of persecution, 
down people g o ! Payl said, “None of these things 
move me,” etc. (Acts 20: 22-24). R ooted! R ea­
son people fail, they are not looking a t the invis­
ible (2 Cor. 4: 16-18).

2. A ttain unto the resurrection (v. 11), (Rev.
20: 6).

(a) Gives glorified body (v. 21). Perfect in 
m entality; physique. H earts already perfect in 
love.

(b) This glorifies Christ (Heb. 2: 11-13). I t 
is this th a t will cause Him not to be ashamed 
of us over th e re !

Suggestions and Illustrations

A. L. P a r r o t t

A F T E R  more than  tw enty  years in the ac­
tive m inistry I am  still convinced th a t 
it is the greatest calling any individual 
can have. There is a fascination and holy joy 
about it th a t thrills one beyond anything my 

poor heart has ever experienced. I love to  preach 
the glorious gospel of the Son of God.

It would be untrue for me to say th a t during 
these years we have not experienced hard, dry, 
dull and seemingly God-forsaken services but 
these have been the exception and not the 
rule. Ju s t last Sunday night in our regular eve­
ning service God was present to  help the preacher 
pour out his soul in sermon and exhortation 
and at the close of the service seven fine young 
and m iddle-aged people knelt a t the alta r and 
prayed through to definite victory.

As we listened to the shouts of victory around 
the altar and heard the ringing testimonies of 
those who had prayed through th a t night we 
found ourselves asking the question in our own 
mind, “W hy are not all the services fruitfu l like 
this one? W hat was there about this service th a t 
makes it a success above the o rd in ary ?” M any
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contribu ting  factors came to my m ind but I 
am  going to  m ention one thing. M y own heart 
was stirred  and greatly moved upon by the Holy 
Ghost. I t  seemed th a t my very bones were on 
fire and I poured, literally poured, o u t my soul 
before the people and God honors th a t something 
we call passion and soul burden. B rethren, my 
hardest job is to  keep from  preaching w ith a 
cold heart. N othing bu t p rayer and w aiting be­
fore God will bring about the passion for souls, 
bu t w ithout it preaching ceases to  be preaching 
and is merely lecturing. M y observation is th a t 
God usually moves upon my audience in about 
the same m easure th a t He has moved upon my 
own soul. As we approach the place Paul 
reached when he said “ I could wish myself ac­
cursed for my b re th ren ,” God begins to  work 
in our m idst. I w an t to more and more feel 
some of the compassion th a t Jesus felt. T h a t is 
w hat the good shepherd does, “He gives his life 
for the sheep.”

Special Days
In  the m atte r of suggestions, I shall follow 

the same m ethod th a t I sometimes follow in my 
preaching, preach to myself and let the audience 
listen in on the message.

I feel I can m ake more of special days if I 
will advertise them  b etter and try  to  use them  
as a means of reaching those who are som ewhat 
interested in our work. T hey have read in the 
general church advertising about the various de­
nom inations and are interested and perhaps will 
come to our church on a special occasion when it 
w ould be hard  to  reach them  in an ordinary  
way. N ow  we do this in our revivals, b u t usu­
ally then an evangelist is there and the visitor 
gets an entirely different opinion from  w hat 
he would in  one of our regular services. There 
are thousands of hungry  people who w an t w hat 
we preach and if we can b u t get them  under 
the influence of the gospel it will prove to be 
today  as in P au l’s day, “The pow er of God 
unto  salvation .” M ost of these special days such 
as M o th er’s D ay, B oy’s D ay, Thanksgiving and 
num erous others will lend themselves to  an 
evangelistic message like ours and it will be so 
different (o r should be a t least) th a t the visitors, 
m any of them , will w an t to  come back again.

Soon our g reat E aster service will be here. 
T rue we are going to have a General Budget 
offering, but th a t need not em barrass our friends 
th a t m ight be visiting our churches on th a t 
occasion. In  fact it m ight be a means of tying

them  to our w ork as nothing else ap art from 
genuine salvation could. I t is a know n fact that 
if people p u t their money into a cause they feel 
they have an interest in  th a t cause and will w ant 
to  know  about it from  tim e to time. The offering 
should be an enthusiastic, w hole-hearted affair 
on the p art of our people. T h a t will impress the 
“outsider” until he will naturally  fall in to line 
of m arch and  be one of us in the great E aster 
offering. F o r one, I am  going in to make this 
and o ther special days a tim e for rallying our 
friends and getting in a larger crow d and thereby 
bring more people w ithin reach of my church.
I shall plan m y service leaving room always for 
the Holy Ghost to have full right of way, b u t 
on the m ain I shall know w hat I  am  going to  do, 
how I am  going to do it and when I am  going 
to quit. I do not w ant to  m ake the m istake of 
thinking th a t my friends or the friends of my 
members who have been invited out to hear me, 
will not know the difference between a well 
planned and properly balanced service and a hit 
and miss sort of program  where loudness is de­
pended upon to “put it over.” Sure I  w an t to  
be free in the L ord, b u t I have learned by expe­
rience th a t God blesses me more when I  know 
w hat I am  about th an  when I depend upon the 
inspiration of the m om ent to enable me to get the 
message. I know it is a bad impression if my 
visiting friends get the idea th a t I  am  m aking 
my sermon as I  go or getting it from  the in ­
spiration of the folks in the pew.

Then, too, I am going to continue m y life­
long practice of quitting  when I get through and 
about the same tim e every L ord ’s day. M any 
of my people come on street cars o r buses and 
if they miss “ their ca r” they have to  w ait per­
haps half an hour to get ano ther and  I  have 
found if they do not know when or about when 
they can get out of the service they do not 
come. Then, too, some of them  w ork  in  homes 
or have a m em ber of the fam ily who has to  have 
his meals on tim e, and if I  preach too long and 
th a t person has to go to  w ork w ithout the meal 
—well, b rethren , this ought not to  be.

Illustrations
D evotion is a great thing—devotion to  a cause 

or to  an individual. To be whole-heartedly de­
voted to  God is w hat all of us w ant.

A little more than  th irteen  years ago a young 
m an near Erie, Illinois, fell dow n a stairw ay 
and broke his back. In  a little while the am bu­
lance came from  the Saint A nthony H ospital in
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Rock Island to rush this young m an off for an 
imm ediate operation in the hope of saving his 
life. Somehow this young m an’s collie dog got 
into the am bulance and rode along with his mas­
ter to  the hospital, and w ould have gone right 
into the elevator and up to the operating room, 
bu t was refused by the interne. W hen the young 
m an saw th a t his dog could go w ith him no fa r­
ther, though in the m idst of great pain, he p a t­
ted his faithful dog on the head, and told him 
to lie down and  w ait for him  for he would be 
back in a little while. The faith fu l dog seem­
ingly grasped the situation and lay down by the 
side of the elevator shaft while his m aster was 
hurried off to  room for the operation. T h a t night 
the young m an died and his body was taken by 
the undertaker down another elevator. And al­
though thirteen long years have come and 
gone, th a t faithful dog is still lying beside the 
elevator shaft a t Saint A nthony H ospital in Rock 
Island, Illinois, waiting, waiting, waiting the re­
tu rn  of his master. I t  was told me by a friend 
who had seen the dog th a t for a long tim e after 
the young m an died every car th a t came down 
th a t elevator shaft this dog would jum p up and 
look for the re tu rn  of his m aster and friend. 
The dog is old and decrepit now, b u t the hos­
pital authorities mean to allow him to stay  right 
by the shaft in obedience to the com mand of 
his m aster and his faithful vigil until he dies.

Sometimes the colored folks get their words 
mixed, but usually their meaning is not so bad. 
A few years ago there lived in Springfield, Illi­
nois, an old colored wom an who knew the Lord. 
Rev. William Ashbrook, one of our charter mem­
bers who has since gone to heaven, used to get 
Aunt M ary to  wash for him. Brother Ashbrook, 
when taking and bringing the clothes, often 
talked to her about Jesus and religion. One day 
Aunt M ary became ill and was dying. She sent 
for B rother Ashbrook to come to  her bedside. 
A fter Aunt M ary  told him her experience and 
had a time of rejoicing, she requested a song.

“W hat do you w ant me to s ing?” inquired 
B rother Ashbrook. The old lady quickly re­
sponded, “B rudder Ashbrook, I w ants you to 
sing dat ole song ‘Blessed Insurance Jesus Is 
M ine.’ ” Brother Ashbrook sang as she had sug­
gested, “ Blessed Insurance Jesus Is M ine,” and 
Aunt M ary shouted the victory and soon went 
on to  heaven. Yes, Jesus is insurance, not against 
fires th a t consume the m aterial, b u t the fires of 
hell th a t burn  but never consume the soul.

A few weeks ago as I was passing through 
St. Louis, they were dragging the Mississippi 
River for two bodies of people who had recent­
ly drowned. A lady had fallen into the river 
and was drowning. H er husband, eager to  save 
her, threw  himself into the m uddy w aters and 
they both went down to death. Some of you are 
not only going down yourselves, bu t you are 
dragging others dow n w ith you. The poor lady 
could not help it, but we can; for Jesus stands 
ready to th row  Himself into the tu rbu len t w aters 
of death and save everyone who will let him 
(Isa. 25:11).

M any times men and women are in the very 
arms of death and do not know  it until closed 
in upon. A few years ago a well-know n theater 
building in New Y ork City collapsed under the 
weight of four feet of snow. In  th a t audience 
th a t night was an old miner whose ear had been 
trained for years in listening for sounds denoting 
danger. W hen his ear caught the notes of death 
(others paid no a ttention  to them ) instinctively 
he sprang to  his feet and ran  for the closest exit. 
As he w ent o u t the door he looked back over 
his shoulder and saw the orchestra director swing­
ing his baton, not conscious of the fact th a t above 
his head were dust and fog from  the falling build­
ing. He w ith hundreds of others was buried 
under the debris and wreckage of the K nicker­
bocker Building. Likewise m any are singing and 
dancing to the tune of death but are unaw are 
of his near approach.

"Seek ye the Lord while he m ay be found, 
call upon him while he is near.” The recent 
heavy rains in and around W aco, Texas, remind 
us of a story  th a t is to ld  of a disastrous similar 
flood a few years ago. H eavy rains had swollen 
the little river th a t separated east Waco from  
west Waco. In  these same streets a few days 
ago the w ater was fifteen feet deep. In these low ­
lands in the form er flood a young Jew  was asked 
to get into the rescue boat and be taken  to 
safety. “No, I s tay  w ith m y business,” he said, 
and refused to  go. In ' a little while his pitiful 
cries were heard as he begged for ano ther rescue 
boat to come after him. “N o,” replied the head 
of the rescue party , “he had his chance, and now 
we dare not risk our lives to save him. He 
should have let us save him  when we were there 
and w anted to take him to safety. N obody is to  
blame now but him self.” The little Jew  died 
screaming for somebody to  come. He stayed with 
his business too long.
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PRACTICAL

D ealing w ith  Seekers a t  the A lta r
E. T. French

In What Respect Is the Minister a Priest?

T H IS subject is of great im portance as it 
has to  do w ith the destinies of men. A 
success or failure involves eternity. I never 
have considered myself com petent for this w ork, 
much less able to  instruct others.

I th ink  it will not be o u t of place for me 
to say th a t m y supply of literature on this sub­
ject is very limited. I have read some good a r­
ticles b u t failed to preserve them . I have but 
little available m aterial outside of the Bible. The 
question arises, “Does it give us instructions as 
to how to conduct our a ltar services?” The fact 
of the case is, there is nothing said in the Bible 
about alta r services as such.

We m ight a t this point ask the question, 
“W hat is the purpose of the alta r service?” Mv 
answer would be, “ I t  is our m ethod of helping 
souls through to G od.” Now while the Bible 
makes no m ention of a lta r services, we do have 
some instances of different ones dealing w ith 
seeking souls. We have the case of the rich young 
man w ith Jesus C hrist the a lta r w orker, P en te­
cost w ith  P eter as the w orker, the E thiopian 
eunuch and Philip, and Nicodemus and Christ.

These Bible cases m ay give us some light on 
the subject and answer questions as they arise.

M y first suggestion is perhaps not w orth  m en­
tioning. I t is ju st this, “Give the seeker, espe­
cially the seeker for holiness, plenty of room .” 
W hat could be more distracting  than  to have 
one person on each side .of a seeker w'ith arms 
around  him or her? We w ant a seeker to get in 
touch w'ith God, and if two or three persons are 
crow ding in, it draw s the a ttention  and is con­
fusing. The tendency is to  get the hum an touch 
instead of the divine. This can be nothing else 
than  confusing. Give the seeker plenty of room.

One outstanding  problem  at this point is to 
keep the proper person at this w'ork or to  keep 
im proper persons from giving counsel at this

critical time. There are some who rush in where 
angels fear to  tread, and this to  my m ind is 
one place where this happens. I  still believe 
th a t too much talking is confusing to the seeker 
and care should be taken to avoid it. I presume 
it w'ould be wise for an evangelist or pastor to 
train  his workers. Sometimes pastors and evan­
gelists do not agree, but all controversy should 
be avoided, especially while an alta r service is 
proceeding.

If 1 had an altar full of seekers, and could 
have things go according to my judgm ent, there 
would be no talking w ith seekers a t first. I would 
let God have the first opportunity . It m ight be 
that they would get through w ithout any per­
sonal help from  the hum an, which w ithout doubt 
w'ould be much better for them . I th ink  the 
altar services are overworked anyw ay. I t seems 
to be easier for most people to offer suggestions 
and counsel than  to get down to business and 
pray  against the terrible opposition of Satan. It 
ought not to  take a lot of instructions for the 
average seeker in our church services. There 
probably are some exceptions w'hich will be rec­
ognized if a little sanctified judgm ent is used.

I am convinced th a t if we could have more 
of the Holy Ghost power m anifested, we would 
have less trouble a t our altars. Seekers would be 
more interested and anxious to  find relief. It 
would mean a strong faith  on the p art of the 
church w ith the preaching of the rugged tru th . 
We need more of w hat struck Saul of Tarsus 
on his way to Dam ascus: good, old-fashioned 
conviction for sin.

The first thing I would do would be to  urge 
the Christian people to pray, not so much for 
the seekers a t first, as to p ray  for the Holy Ghost 
to break up the resisting force of Satan. I may 
not be understood, but ofttim es at my own 
a lta r and campm eeting, I have observed an alm ost 
impregnable rock of spiritual resistance. Praying 
is not easy. No one seems to th ink he has the

(22 )



THE PREACHER’S MAGAZINE 119
burden of prayer. Some are w aiting for some­
body else to lead, others seem to th ink a t this 
time it is their mission to ta lk  to seekers, a much 
easier task. It seems harder sometimes to get 
believers to pray than  it is to  get seekers to  pray, 
yet it is to  my mind of great im portance to 
clear the atm osphere as much as possible. Few 
people seem to care for the task.

Coming to. the m atter of dealing with seekers: 
the firs t thing is to  find out w hat they are at 
the a lta r for. We stand for tw o works of grace, 
thus two objectives, the one for salvation, the 
o ther for entire sanctification. To be consistent 
we should find out w hat the seeker is after. This 
would save some confusion in the praying of 
people if they would listen and heed. I have 
heard folks pray  for sinners th a t they m ight be 
sanctified. I know th a t our wisdom is ra ther 
meager, but I th ink the L ord  would be pleased 
to have us use w hat we have, especially around 
the altar.

I t would be well a t this time for someone, pos­
sibly the pastor, to pray definitely for the seek­
ing soul following any inform ation th a t m ay 
have been obtained—this before the seeker is 
asked to  pray for himself. I t  is well to remember 
th a t there is a terrific battle on. The forces of 
hell are challenged and we need not expect vic­
tory  w ithout a battle . The believer or worker 
should accept the fact th a t much of the fighting 
must be done by himself. He ought to do it as 
the seeker is a stranger to  any such exercise. If 
there is ever a place we need spiritual w arriors, 
it is right here a t the a lta r of prayer. Yet it is 
hard  to get believers to  do much even in the 
face of so great a need.

A fter a prayer or two for the seeker, urge him 
to pray for himself. This m ay not be easy, espe­
cially a seeker for holiness. I well remember my 
own experience a t this point. How the brethren 
tried to get me to p ray , but for some reason, I 
know not w hat, it seemed alm ost impossible for 
me to open my m outh in prayer. I t  m ay require 
some time to  get a soul to break away in prayer.

I t may bring some surprise when a seeker 
begins to p ray  from his heart. Perhaps when you 
asked him if he was saved, he said, "Yes.” But 
when he begins to p ray , he asks the Lord to 
forgive him and save him from  his sins. This of 
course gives more inform ation as to  his real 
need and how to w ork for him.

I t  is often difficult to  get a seeker to p ray . I 
sometimes th ink th a t this is because of lack of

conviction, and I wonder if it would not be just 
as well, in the long run, to let him go w ith the 
understanding th a t if he will not yield he cannot 
be saved. This m ight result in a greater respect 
for the church and Christianity. This is a place, 
however, where we m ust tread  carefully. A soul 
is in the balance. Here is a great dem and for 
patience and kindness, bu t firmness. If greater 
conviction could be produced, much of the trouble 
would vanish.

From  the Bible illustrations of dealing w ith 
seekers, there seems to  be an absence of any p ro ­
longed pulling or coaxing to get folks to  p ray  or 
believe. Take the case of the young m an coming 
to Jesus. He was a very hopeful seeker. He 
came earnestly inquiring the w ay of salvation, 
evidently intending to get saved. He m ade an 
impression upon the Savior. Jesus loved him. 
He was obliged to tell him th a t he lacked one 
thing and he also told him w hat it was: “Sell all 
thou hast and give to the poor.” The young m an 
weighed the m atter and decided the price was 
too great and refused to follow the instructions 
and went his way. So far as we know, there 
was no urging or coaxing to pray  th rough or 
subm it to the will of God. Some folks would 
probably say th a t under such circumstances the 
a ltar w orker was a failure and evidently did not 
know his business. Jesus, according to th a t reck­
oning, lost the case. T ake any of the Bible illus­
trations and th a t same absence of conversion is 
noticeable. The Bible recognizes the free m oral 
agency of man and insists upon his yielding to 
God.

One object th a t should be kept in view is lead­
ing the seeker to accept the dem ands of God. 
He absolutely m ust yield. If for salvation he 
must surrender and repent, forsaking his sins. 
If he is seeking sanctification he m ust consecrate 
his entire being to God and die out to  the world. 
If there is no yielding there is no salvation. No 
m atter w hat the claim is unless there is yielding, 
the sinner repenting, and the believer consecrat­
ing, there is no victory. The dem and upon the 
seeker should be im m ediate yielding unto  God. 
His ways should be pointed ou t and then we 
should insist th a t the seeker w alk in these ways.

There is but little hope for a seeker if he re ­
fuses to  pray as a seeker and  pray  aloud a t that. 
M y observation is th a t scarcely ever a  person 
gets through who refuses to p ray  for himself. 
I do not consider it wise to give him  encourage­
ment to  believe th a t he has received a thing. The
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real difficulty is refusing to  yield to  the will of 
God.

One of the Bible conditions for salvation is 
the confession of sins. If we confess our sins 
he is fa ith fu l and ju st to  forgive us our sins. 
This should be recognized in dealing w ith  seek­
ers b u t the question is, to  w ha t ex tent?  Some 
have said every sin m ust be acknowledged in 
pub lic; i t  m ust be dragged ou t and owned up. 
I  am  satisfied th a t this can be overdone. I  be­
lieve th a t unless God lays the sin upon the 
h ea rt of the seeker th a t it  is n o t necessary to  
do m ore in  public th an  a general acknowledg­
m ent of being a sinner. If  there is a sin against 
a fellowman it should be acknowledged to  h im ; 
if against the church, confess i t  as publicly as 
the sin is. I  believe there is a lim it to  public 
confession. Take the case of the S am aritan  w om ­
an a t the well. All she did was to  own up th a t 
she was guilty  of w h a t the Savior accused her 
and said, “Come and see a  m an which to ld  me 
all the things th a t ever I  d id .” The E th iopian  
eunuch did nothing in the line of public con­
fession o r to  the evangelist Philip. T ake the 
case of Pentecost, no public confession was re­
corded.

The confession should be done but unto  God 
and not unto  m an unless it is in o rder to  ob­
tain  help to  straighten  ou t some wrong deal or 
sinful ac t of the past. The publican prayed, 
“H ave m ercy upon me, a sinner.” H e was ac­
cepted and  w ent dow n to his house justified. The 
jailer said nothing about his sins in  public, b u t 
believed on the L ord  Jesus Christ and was 
saved. The prodigal son had his confession all 
learned by h eart, b u t his fa ther gave him  scarcely 
tim e and o pportun ity  to  get it out. T hus it ap ­
pears clear from  Scripture th a t sins were to  be 
confessed unto  God.

In  regard to  entire sanctification, there should 
be the confession of carnality  or a wicked heart. 
B ut the w orks of the flesh m anifested in his life 
should be left fo r the Spirit to  lead. There is a 
place for confession and it should n o t be neg­
lected. I  see no grounds from  the Bible th a t it 
should be carried farther.

I was in one m eeting which was d isturbed 
m ore or less by young people throw ing things 
about the church, especially during prayer. B ut 
the entire com pany came to  the alta r before the 
m eetings closed. We refused to  p ray  for them  
until they confessed openly th a t they had dis­
tu rb ed  the m eeting and were sorry for it. There

was sufficient conviction on th a t m eeting so they 
did all we asked them  to do. T he next meeting 
in ano ther place w ith the same bro thel we a t­
tem pted some of these things b u t they would not 
work.

I am satisfied th a t the m inister is not a priest 
in any sense th a t the seeker needs to  confess his 
sins to  him , only as he m ight w an t his help or 
guidance to  m ake som ething right.

I  do th ink  it is well to  ask a  seeker if he will 
now give up his sins, if he will tu rn  from  them ; 
in  fact, if he will repent, fo r unless he does there 
is no salvation for him.

W ith the seeker for holiness there is the question 
of consecration. H ow  far can we press the seek­
er along this line? I am  no t sure, bu t I  th ink 
perhaps the case before you m ight have something 
to  do in settling this question. Y ears ago there 
was m ore pressure brought to  bear upon the 
seeker th an  now. Such questions as, “W ill you 
pu t your business on the alta r, your home, your 
fam ily, your husband, your wife and  m oney?” 
or “Will you go to  A frica?” were asked the seek­
ing soul. We do not hear th a t now, a t least to  
the extent of o ther years. Personally, I believe 
th a t a w orker should pray  for wisdom along 
these lines. If this is the w ork of the H oly Spirit, 
we will not help m atters much by trespassing 
on His field of activity . I t  does seem th a t the 
harder a seeker deals w ith himself the b etter he 
will get along w ith God.

H ow  much can we do by way of urging a 
soul to  believe the W ord? I  do not th ink  th a t 
there is as much difficulty w ith a seeking sinner 
a t this point. We would all agree th a t it is proper 
to  show him  from  the Scriptures th a t he is in­
cluded in the plan of salvation, and show him 
some promises in the W ord of God for him , and 
hold on for him to see his privileges and lead 
him to accept them .

There appears to be more difficulty with the 
seeker for holiness. W hy it should be is a  ques­
tion. Positively it m ay be because of a failure 
to  appreciate the im portance of the w ork of sanc­
tification, a failure to  see th a t it is holiness or 
hell. H ow  much can we urge a seeker to  be­
lieve? H ow  about those usual questions th a t are 
so often th row n a t a seeker? Do you believe th a t 
Jesus can sanctify? Do you believe th a t H e will? 
Well, then, when will He sanctify? The poor 
soul cannot say anything else bu t “N ow .” Y et 
the heart has not grasped the tru th  and  the 
experience has not become a fact in the life,
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even though the worker looks around  w ith th a t 
confident, satisfied expression which seems to say, 
“ I got him  th rough .” I  do n o t know which is 
the greatest object of pity , the seeker or the 
w orker.

There is a serious danger a t this point, namely, 
the leading of the intellect and leaving the heart. 
There is the possibility of a seeker’s accepting 
the doctrine and teaching bu t failing to  grasp 
the real experience. This m ight bring some meas­
ure of joy and satisfaction as it is impossible 
to  m ake any move tow ard God or in obedience 
to  God w ithout resulting in some em otional re­
action bringing a measure of contentm ent and 
peace.

This would result in a form al lifeless experience 
— one of the grave dangers to holiness and  the 
Church of the Nazarene. There is a  heart experi­
ence, a soul experience, an experience th a t affects 
the entire being and brings contentm ent w ith holy 
fire and soul victory.

There is a way through to victory and happy 
is the seeker who presses through until he real­
izes it. H appy is the w orker who can lead a 
soul along until he strikes through. This is a 
delicate place. There is a w ork right in here th a t 
the Holy Spirit m ust do or it will never be done. 
We m ay ta lk  the seeker into saying th a t he be­
lieves; we m ay sing until he says he believes; b u t 
th a t is not sufficient; his faith  m ust lay hold of 
the promises of God until the Holy Ghost touches 
him and he knows it  is done. E m otion and 
feeling will be a secondary m atter. He knows it 
is done because it is done. T h a t settled conscious­
ness of a completed w ork is w orth  more than  
all else and we should not be satisfied w ith any ­
thing short of that.

Suppose we have a seeker th a t does not seem 
able to  grasp the promise for v ictory: w ha t can 
be done? This is an im portan t place it seems to 
me. Too much urging m ay lead into the “ take 
it by fa ith ” error. I  believe it is better to  give 
them  tim e to  settle up w ith the Lord. I  have 
heard a num ber of good, sanctified folks say th a t 
they were several days getting through to God. 
I  am of the m ind th a t if a soul is in earnest he 
will come back and if he is not, nothing is 
gained by  prolonging the a lta r service. Stay 
w ith him  as long as he w ants to  stay  and  will 
do anything. I  am  satisfied th a t the danger of 
losing him is less in  letting him  go th an  in  urging 
him  to claim beyond his consecration and  sub­
mission.

W hen the a lta r service is over, ask all to  testify  
to  present atta inm ents. If you have reason to  
believe th a t they really got som ething, urge them  
to testify, using Bible term inology.

A Message to Doubters
J . L. R o b y

It doesn’t pay to take the devil’s arsenic,
N or let it sit arou n d ;

The best thing to do w ith such poison is—
To pour it on the ground.

Too m any innocent ones, can’t guess ju st w hy we 
doubt,

N or do they th ink  it proper when we pout in­
stead of shout.

God is not dead, nor does He lie, like hum an 
beings do

His promises yield a million fo ld ; His W ord is 
ever true.

So let the devil have his say—just outside your 
head

Ju s t take a m ental a ttitud e  th a t to  him you are 
dead.

Reckon th a t all the cares of life are hanging on
the cross;

Let God be tru e ; and all else false— count it refuse 
and lo ss!

The way to win is not to sin, in thought or word 
or deed;

If you really believe th a t God is true this little 
message heed.

A Note from a Preacher
In M itchell, S . D., four large churches united 

for Sunday night services during the sum mer— 
M ethodist Episcopal, Baptist, Congregational, 
Presbyterian. A ltogether they have 2,300 m em ­
bers. A recent Sunday they had eighty-six in 
attendance. Rev. Wise preached to eighty-eight 
and has a m embership of sixty. I believe it pays 
to preach holiness hot and take offerings. God 
help us to keep it up.—B. V . S e a l s .

R obert Bruce had m ade several unsuccessful 
attem pts to possess his kingdom , and  was con­
cealing himself in a cave from  the presence of his 
foes. He watched a spider try  six times to  cast 
its silken th read  from  one beam to  another be­
fore it finally succeeded a t  the seventh attem pt. 
This sight fired his soul and revived his hope 
and he sat upon the th rone of Scotland.
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T he M inister A s a Servant o f the P eop le
W illiam  N. Harrington

I f  thou wilt be a servant unto this people this 
day, and wilt serve them , and answer them , and 
speak good words to  them , then they will be thy  
servants fo r  ever  (1 Kings 12:7).

F
IR S T , let us consider the m inister as a 

m an ; secondly, as a m an in politics; th ird ­
ly, as a m an of efficiency in  preaching the 

W ord ; fourth ly , as a m an removing prejudice and 
winning the loyalty of people.
I .  T h e  M i n i s t e r  A s  a  M a n

In  the first place—to follow the sermonic habit 
— the preacher is a m an. He has a m an’s w ork 
to do in  the world, and he needs a m an ’s heart 
of courage to  get it  done. W hy should it be 
thought th a t the pursu it of goodness is an en­
terprise suited to  pale and colorless individuals or 
th a t the proclam ation of righteousness requires 
a th in  and  tenuous voice, an  apologetic a ir and 
an assumed and  strained mien th a t is neither 
n a tu ra l nor becoming? H ow  does it happen 
th a t the preacher should be caricatured as an 
u tte rly  forsaken, woe-begone, shrunken and 
shriveled creature, whose abject a ttitud e  invites 
a kick and  whose m ournful countenance, in its 
complete lack of intelligence, suggests neither the 
repose of the soul-less sphinx nor the pathos of 
blank idiocy, bu t ra th er the sickly, constrained 
and  em barrassed features of the gaw k and  p ro ­
vincial? I t  is so th a t the comic papers represent 
him . I am  inclined to  believe th a t this notion  of 
the preacher has its rise in superstition and 
ignorance. T he preacher in the apostolic church 
walks like a  m an, delivers his message in the 
language of men and moves across the stage as a 
strong, vigorous, com m anding personality.

P eter, Paul, Jam es, Joh n — each is a clearly 
m arked individual and stands erect w ith “bare, 
bold brow ” and  feet firmly planted on the solid 
earth . W hen these men preached, their audience 
said, “T hey are tu rn ing  the w orld upside dow n.” 
T heir presence was electric w ith  pow er and the 
energy of the elem ental forces of na tu re  was in 
their w ords and  w ork. T hey had  about them  
no atm osphere of weakness. They were as 
com m anding generals on the field of conflict. I t  
was n o t un til ecclesiasticism was born  th a t the

preacher was changed from  the flaming herald 
and passionate evangelist into the religious o f­
ficial, belonging to  an establishm ent, having an 
esoteric individuality, supposed by m any to  be 
endowed w ith peculiar and magical powers and 
having a sort of m onopoly of heavenly and 
spiritual things which could be bestowed on 
others only through his priestly offices. G radu­
ally, in this w ay, the preacher was farther and 
farther removed from  the world of m an until in 
the average thought he came to  belong to another 
world and to  have only the rem otest connection 
w ith the affairs of this terrestrial existence. And 
so the preacher presently becomes as a heavenly 
v isitant, who does not dwell in the skies and who 
is not a t home on the earth . I t  does not take 
long to have this strange figure—at first revered, 
it may be, as being possessed of peculiar and 
magical virtues— it does not take long, when the 
thought of the preacher as a m inister has sup­
planted  the thought of him  as a priest, to  have 
this strange and  uneasy figure converted into 
ridicule and caricature. And so the cartoonist 
finds in the preacher a model afte r his liking, and 
righ t well has the model been used.

If  one is asked to ta lk  about his work, he is 
not only pleased, b u t he feels himself to  be master 
of the situation. He knows his work. He thinks 
in term s of his w ork. I f  he be a true w orkm an 
his w ork in a very true sense is the revelation of 
the m an. Allowing for the exaggeration, a shoe­
m aker is likely to  measure the world by  shoe­
strings, a grocer to  th ink  in term s of tea and 
sugar, a carpenter to p u t his universe together 
w ith  the rule of thum b. The preacher can ta lk  
“shop” w ith the rest. And this leads me to  ask, 
“W hat is the preacher’s w orld ?” Answer might 
be m ade th a t he is the messenger of religion, or 
to  employ the very  expressive figure of Ralph 
C onnor, he is the “sky pilot.” B ut when you 
begin to  th ink  of w hat religion means—  th a t it 
has to  do w ith  life and the use of all things, th a t 
it claims all provinces of thought and  activity 
for its te rrito ry—you will see th a t the preacher as 
a messenger of religion m ust be a m any-sided in ­
dividual and m ust touch life in one w ay o r an ­
o ther a t alm ost every point. The preacher by 
the very requirem ents of his office and w ork
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m ust be cosmopolitan. I t  is strange th a t a 
different conception of the preacher should be en­
tertained. Generally, however, he is regarded as 
provincial in th a t his range of thought is limited 
by certain subject m atter denom inated religious 
as contradistinguished from  all the real and vital 
m atters of hum an pursuit and endeavor, and con­
sequently the w orld a t large conceives of him as 
necessarily narrow  in his tastes and sym pathies 
and service. The explanation of this view of the 
preacher is founded in the entirely false and con­
tracted  conception of religion entertained by the 
average m an. The religion of Jesus Christ has 
to do w ith all men and all things, and  with 
all of a m an—body, soul and spirit. And he 
who would proclaim  th a t religion, m ust be “a 
m an of the w orld” in a very different sense 
from  th a t in which the phrase is used. There 
m ust be no realm th a t is foreign to his endeavors. 
The more he knows of life, the more effectively 
he can bring his message to  meet the require­
m ents of hum an needs.
II . T h e  M i n i s t e r  A s a M a n  i n  P o l it ic s

Should the preacher enter politics? Certainly 
not as a profession, but in the proclam ation of 
righteousness he m ust necessarily have to  do 
w ith the politician and w ith the affairs of govern­
m ent even as in  preaching honesty, purity , love, 
he is declaring principles th a t touch every busi­
ness and  vocation of life. The preacher cannot 
be sidetracked during the week or given to u n ­
derstand th a t his business belongs to Sunday and 
the church. Every day is his day of o p p o rtu n ity ; 
every realm is his field of service and d u ty ; all 
places, if they be entered in the spirit of his 
M aster, furnish him w ith  a pulpit.

W hen the m inister as a servant of the people, 
rightly views the political duties of a Christian 
citizen they im m ediately become as tru ly  re­
ligious as any which he is called upon to  perform . 
In  fact in their influence and bearing upon the 
welfare of his fellowmen they are reckoned with 
his m ost weighty responsibilities and, if I may be 
perm itted to  say so, it is only by a narrow , p ro ­
vincial, false idea of religion th a t he can lower 
his plane of life in politics and still th ink him ­
self innocent.

The belief th a t there are two distinct and 
separate departm ents- to  Christian life, in one 
which God is to be recognized and confessed, 
while in the other all the vileness and wickedness

of the world is to  be winked a t and considered 
permissible, is a w retched hell born deception. 
No grade of honesty, no controlling motives are 
right in a political campaign which would be 
wrong in the pulpits. If  the m inister of the 
gospel be a citizen and a true servant of the 
people he owes to his country  the duties of 
citizenship.

“Render therefore unto  Caesar the things which 
are Caesar's” (M atthew  22:21).

N or is he, in any just sense, less religious when 
in the discharge of these duties than when he is 
praying for the salvation of sinners or the sanctifi­
cation of believers.

Holy W rit reveals God fully as much at the 
helm of secular history as He is a t the helm of 
w hat we deem church history. He is im m anent 
in both. In  fact the distinction m ade between 
secular and church history is more in name than 
in reality. All history is church history for it 
is the record of the progress of the kingdom of 
God in the m idst of worldly antagonisms.

The external conditions of the church are 
largely shaped by the course of political events, 
and he who cares intelligently for the fortunes of 
the church, as a true servant of the people, m ust 
also care for the political affairs of his country. 
He cannot be otherwise than  intensely interested 
for the character of its rulers and its laws. If 
providence be to him  a reality, he will be a 
servant unto the people this day, and will serve 
them  and answer them , and speak good words 
to  them. Then they will become his servants 
forever. In  o ther words he will be a m an of 
earnest words and brave deeds in every effort to 
bring the national life into harm onious re la tion­
ship w ith the governm ent of the Divine Ruler.

There are brethren of the cloth w ith the notion 
th a t they are to  preach against sin just so long 
as it is kept separate and ap a rt from politics, 
but are to cease their reproofs, denunciations, and 
warnings whenever it crosses the invisible line 
and becomes a political question. This notion  is 
as false and selfish as its au thor, the devil.

B rethren, when vice organizes and rallies 
political parties to  its support, the voice of the 
m inister should be raised the louder. We must 
deal w ith  sin as sin.

“We are not our ow n; we have been bought 
with a price.” We represent not our own, but 
G od’s side of the controversy w ith  wrong. We
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are holy men. We stand firm ly and uncom ­
promisingly fo r the laws, w arnings and proclam a­
tions of heaven. We speak good words, for the 
glory of our God and the deepest interests of the 
people. O ur m inistry  is no t confined alone to 
the sanctuary. I t  is no t quite so much priestly 
as it is prophetical. R ightly  viewed as followers 
of Christ Jesus, our m inistries constitu te the 
prophetic o rder and office under form s adequate 
and  suited to  the present day and  age.

The prophets of the Old T estam ent in  action 
illustrate the p a rt th a t the m odern m inistry 
should play in public affairs. T hey taug h t th a t 
God had to  do w ith  politics. They w arned the 
masses, rich and poor, learned and  illiterate, 
governing and governed th a t sin made national 
by governm ent sanction w ould wreck and  ruin 
the nation.

“ Righteousness exalteth a nation , b u t sin is a 
reproach to  any people” (P roverbs 14:34).

They adm onished unfaithful m agistrates, and 
dissolute kings. Drunkenness, bribery, oppres­
sion of the widow and the fatherless, turning 
aside the needy in judgm ent, favoring the rich 
from  fear of pow er or from  hope of rew ard  were 
rebuked w ith  no uncertainty. T hey flayed dis­
honesty in business, selling worthless or injurious 
articles in trade, and  they w arned the professing 
church of God to  keep clear of the sin of helping 
the ungodly.

W hen carnal politicians, regardless of the gen­
eral good of the people, sought to  control politi­
cal affairs for personal benefits they raised their 
voices against their diabolic schemes, o ft a t  the 
cost of disgrace and bodily in ju ry . T hey never 
embraced the notion  th a t they m ight exempt 
themselves from  th is unpleasant task  because of 
the discom fort o r inconvenience involved. They 
denounced as false prophets teachers who spoke 
alone for th a t which b rought personal place and 
favor. T hey carried a “burden of the W ord of 
the L ord” to  the nation , and such in principle 
are ever the true messengers of God to m an.

The hackneyed saying th a t “m inisters should 
preach the gospel and  keep out of politics” in 
so far as it is no t mere “c lap -trap” and make 
shift, reveals a lam entably narrow  conception of 
w ha t it is to  preach the gospel.

T h a t is an  em asculated gospel which restricts 
itself to  doctrinal dissertations and  the logical 
homilies, and gives no place for instruction con­

cerning the relations of God and His government 
to social and national life.

Christ is not only the Savior of the world, He 
is the “King of kings, and Lord of lords.”

( To be continued)

The P astor’s Scrap  Book
I .  L .  F l y n n  
L e t  I t  P a ss  

Be no t swift to  take offense;
L et it pass!

Anger is a foe to  sense;
Let it  pass!

Brood not darkly  o ’er a wrong 
W hich will disappear ere long;
R ather sing this cheery song:

“L et it pass! Let it pass!”

Strife corrodes the purest m ind;
L et it pass!

As the unregarded w ind;
L et it pass!

And heartless souls th a t live 
M ay condemn w ithout reprieve;
’Tis the noble who forgive.

L et it pass! L et i t  pass!

If  for good you’re taken  ill;
L et it p ass !

O be kind and gentle still;
L et it pass!

Tim e a t last makes all things straight,
L et us not resent, b u t w ait,
And our trium ph shall be great;

L et it p ass! L et it p a ss !— S e l .

A prom inent w riter on the subject of m odern­
ism said, “ I t  has p u t ou t the fires of revival, 
silenced the voice of prayer and m ade the shouting 
of Zion to  cease. I t  has tu rned  m any a w atered 
garden in to  a desert place and filled up the wells 
of salvation. I t  has slain souls by  the thousands 
and tu rned  whole sections of Zion into valleys 
of d ry  bones.”

A B u r d e n  f o r  S o u l s  
I t  is said of a g reat soul-w inner th a t, “H e saw 

souls standing on the verge of ru in ; he heard  in 
anticipation  the wild shrieks of despair th a t will

(2 8 )
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go up from Ihe lost, when it is too late, when the 
door shall be shut, when the harvest shall indeed 
have passed, when the summ er shall have ended, 
and naught remains but a frowning judge, a 
burning hell and an aw ful e ternity .”

W h a t  M a r t in  L u t h e r  S a id  
“I am afraid  th a t the universities will prove to 

be the great gates to hell, unless they labor dili­
gently in explaining the Holy Scriptures and en­
graving them  in the hearts of youth . I advise 
no one to  place his child where the Scriptures do 
not reign param ount. Every institu tion  in which 
men are not unceasingly occupied w ith the W ord 
of God m ust become co rrup t.”

R e s t
Rest is not quitting  

The busy career,
Rest is the fitting 

Of self to one’s sphere.

’Tis the brook’s m otion 
Clear w ithout strife

Fleeing to ocean 
After its life.

’Tis loving and serving 
The highest and best;

’Tis onw ard unswerving 
And this is true rest.— G o e t h e .

& sarfisc535V Use Your Head V
' i A woodpecker pecks &V
£ Out a great m any specks !*;Of sawdust avW hen building a hut. 1Ay. f tV
* He works like a nigger : i > i
K To make the hole bigger—
V H e’s sore if t j  i ;; : i i His cu tter w on’t cu t; 1
V* IH He w on’t bother w ith plans $Of cheap artisans
©VV

But there’s one thing yCan rightly be said: 1a The whole excavation I
>:

pV
Has this explanation— 1He builds it by 1Using his head.— S e l . 11
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They Never Came Back

C. H a r o l d  R i p p e r

I T WAS a beautiful m orning in midsummer. 
We had cast our lines in the Neosho River 

before sunrise. For four hours we had watched 
our lines w ith th a t expectant diligence charac­
teristic of the sport of angling. We had baited 
w ith worms, liver, doughballs, and rabbit en ­
trails; but the fish would not bite. The sun rose 
higher and  higher in the east, and the chances 
for catching fish th a t m orning became more and 
more remote. A t last, leaving my line cast far 
out across the river, I  laid my rod upon the 
bank and walked downstream  to  chat w ith a 
companion. We had exchanged bu t a few words 
when I  chanced to look back in the direction of 
my line just in time to see my rod and reel 
leap into the air and then plunge into the water. 
Breathlessly I  ran to  the spot where I  had 
left the rod. I  stared  helplessly into the now 
quiet w ater. A feeling of remorse crept over me. 
The fish for which I had w aited for four long 
hours had come when I was off my guard and 
had gone taking my rod w ith it. The fish was 
gone and would never come back.

The day was d ry  and hot. A Kansas wind had 
been blowing all day and  everything in the 
church was covered w ith a film of dust. There 
were seats for two hundred and fifty people; 
but it was to  be a week-night service and  the 
attendance would scarcely reach fifty. No one 
would sit on the back seats on the right wing of 
the church. The jan ito r w as in a h u rry ; he 
dusted all b u t a few back pews. A well dressed 
stranger entered the church th a t night and made 
his way straight to  the dusty  pews. Before 
sitting down he took a w hite handkerchief from 
his pocket and wiped the dust from  the seat. 
The stranger never came back.

Rain had been coming dow n in to rren ts  all 
Sunday afternoon. The pastor had m ade a drive 
to a nearby city, and because of a m uddy detour 
had been delayed. He arrived a t home just a 
little while before tim e for the evening service. 
Only the faithful few could be expected to  a t ­
tend church a night like th a t. W ith little 
preparation of either m ind or heart he slipped 
an old outline into his Bible and w ent to  the 
church. Ten strangers were a t the service th a t 
night. The preacher was unprepared. The 
strangers never came back.

Personal workers had been try ing  for weeks to 
get John , a young m an of eighteen years, to  a t­
tend the Sunday school. He came one morning. 
The regular teacher was absent. A substitute 
teacher took the class who was u tterly  unpre-
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pared. There was nothing v ita l brought out in 
the class. Joh n  never came back.

I t  is easy to  resort to  some defense m echan­
ism. Fisherm an, janito r, pastor and  Sunday 
school teacher can each m arshal good excuses in 
his behalf. I t  is easy to  rationalize and  argue 
th a t the fish would no t have been caught an y ­
w ay, th a t the dusty  pew did not cause the 
stranger not to  re tu rn , th a t the poor sermon did 
not keep the strangers from  coming back, or th a t 
Jo h n  had o ther reasons for n o t coming again. 
But w ha t if these were the reasons? Thousands 
come once w ho never come back.

The Builder
An old m an, going a lone highway,
Came a t the evening, cold and gray,
To a chasm vast and deep and wide.
The old m an crossed in the tw ilight dim.
The sullen stream  had no fear for h im ;
B ut he tu rned  when safe on the o ther side 
And built a bridge to  span the tide.
“Old m an,” said a fellow pilgrim near,
“You are w asting your strength with your build­

ing here;
Y our journey will end with the ending day,
You never again will pass th is way,
Y ou’ve crossed the chasm deep and wide,
W hy build you this bridge at evening tid e ? ”

The builder lifted his old gray head—
“Good friend, in the path I have come,” he said, 
“There followeth afte r me today 
A youth  whose feet m ust pass this way.
This chasm, th a t has been as naught to  me,
To th a t fair-haired  you th  m ay a pitfall be;
He, too, m ust cross in the tw ilight dim—
Good friend, I  am building this bridge fo r him .”

— U n k n o w n .

“No engineer would pour upon the gudgeons 
and pistons of his engine acids instead of oil, just 
for a change, because this would be in opposition 
to  his knowledge of the laws of mechanics and 
spoil his machine. Yet he will pour wine and 
brandy and tobacco juice into his stom ach and 
tobacco smoke into his lungs which are in ­
finitely more delicate organs th an  any th ing  of 
wood or iron .”— D r . E d w a r d  J a r v is .

“F or one devil th a t tem pts the busy man 
there are a hundred circum venting the idle one.”

Pulpit and Pew

B. H. P o c o c k  
C o m e  t o  T h i n k  I t  O v e r  

It was said of President Theodore Roosevelt 
th a t someone happened into his office and there 
was all of his mail piled up, and other im portant 
m atters which dem anded his attention . B ut 
Roosevelt said, “ I like my jo b .” O h , th a t we 
preachers will be so in love with our w ork th a t 
we will give ourselves untiringly to  the great 
task of winning souls to Christ. This will make 
our work easy.

I take a good text so th a t if I preach a poor 
sermon my audience will not forget w hat my 
text had to  say.

A fter all, the text is just a peg upon which we 
hang our message. I t  m ay be hard  to  confess it, 
bu t m any of us take a text and preach from 
it and never get back to it. I t  m ight be said of 
us, “They went everywhere preaching.”

This is no day for spectacular preaching or 
catchy themes. The people are w aiting for simple 
texts and plain messages, for, afte r all, the world 
is full of common folks, and in the days of His 
flesh, they heard Jesus gladly. The days have not 
changed much, at least hum anity, is the same 
today.

T h e  P l u g g in g  P r e a c h e r  
Preacher, are you willing to  be the kind of 

a preacher for Christ and His Church as the 
willing and w orking horse is for his m aster? This 
will describe our case: “Now a plug is not a race 
horse, a high-stepping carriage horse, a hun ter or 
a polo pony, b u t a steady, everyday w ork horse, 
plugging along from  daw n to dark. His job  is 
right there with four feet on the earth, not doing 
any circus stun ts or looking for ribbons a t a 
horse show.” I wonder if we qualify? Let us 
die, if we m ust, in our harness and a t our post 
of duty.

T h e  L e a d e r  
Theodore Roosevelt said, “The leader fo r the 

times, being w hatever he m ay be, is but an in ­
strum ent to be used until broken, then cast aside, 
and if he is w orth  his salt he will care no more 
when he is broken than  a soldier cares when he 
is sent where his life is forfeited in order th a t 
victory m ay be w on.”

(3 0 )
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D ie d  w i t h  I m p r o v e m e n t s  

I n  my day I  have seen a lo t of preachers and 
churches die with improvements. I t  reminds me 
of the story  I read a num ber of years ago about 
a Germ an whose wife was in the hospital. He 
visited the hospital to inquire how his wife was 
getting along. The usual reply was, “She’s im ­
proving.” He kept this up for some time, and 
finally upon m aking fu rther inquiry, the doctors 
and nurses inform ed the faithful husband th a t 
she was dead. “W hat did she die o f,” asked the 
faithful husband, “im provem ents?” I t  is true 
th a t we preachers need to im prove upon our 
preaching. W'e m ust improve our English, our 
church buildings, our music, our singing. We 
must im prove in our w ork th roughout, bu t God 
forbid th a t we should die of “im provem ents.”

I heard a Sunday school teacher say one night 
in praverm eeting, “ I saw men in boys and I  saw 
boys in m en.” “W hen I became a m an, I put 
away childish things.”—The Apostle Paul.

T h e  D o l l a r  a n d  t h e  D e v il  
"In  this world of frill and fashion 

When the churches are so fine, 
And the tradem ark of religion 

Is the classic dollar sign.

“T here’s a rule that never faileth 
And you’ll always find it true. 

W hen the Dollar rules the Pulpit, 
There the Devil rules the Pew.

“There m ay be a lot of singing, 
And an awful lot of prayer,

And the sermon m ay be answered,
By an “Am en” here and there.

But as sure as Jo e ’s a D utchm an,
And Roe Shylock was a Jew  

W hen the Dollar rules the Pulpit 
There the Devil rules the Pew.

"W hen the M oney gets to  talking,
And the M aster’s voice is still 

And the preacher swaps his sermon 
For a tw enty  dollar bill.

T h a t’s the tim e old M r. Devil,
Gets the churches in a stew,

W hen the Dollar rules the Pulpit 
There the Devil rules the Pew.

"W hen religion goes to begging,
And the Bible is fo rgo t;

And the preacher preaches nothing,
But a scientific rot,

Then the faithful old believers 
They are getting mighty few 

W hen the Dollar rules the Pulpit,
There the Devil rules the pew .”— A n o n .

They used to  say, "The need of the church is 
Grace, Grit and Greenbacks.” Then others have 
said, “M en and m oney” are the needs. But God 
says, “ If I can find a m an th a t will execute my 
judgm ents . . .” If God gets the m an. He gets 
his pocketbook, his will, his m ind, his all.

“Take my life and let it be, 
Consecrated Lord to Thee. 

H ere’s my silver and my gold 
Not a m ite would I w ithhold .”
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