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Reverence in the Church

The Editor

~[r IBERTY is at a premium_in our churches, and we have to take care that
| it does not deteriorate into license, Usually there is demonstration of
JLJ one kind or another in a spiritual meeting, but we must watch that
demonstration shall not become a substitute for spirituality. Most of us
preach in plain church buildings where the lights are bright, the windows are
clear or white, the instrument which leads in the music Is a piano, and the
seats are “benches” or opera chairs. It is therefore the more important that
we should guard against the intrusion of a secular atmosphere in which irrev-
erence can easily take root. Ministers who have the assistance of robed chairs,
pipe organs, arched chancels and cathedral architecture have to war against
deadness and_formah%. But not many of us have their problems to meet.
Perhaps it would be useless to sugigest that there is advantage in clerical
garb. Not many of our ministers would know how to get started to wearlng
clerical garb on Sunday morning. But it does seem that all of us could affor
to stick to dark colors for the pulpit on Sunday morning. In most of our
churches we could make suggestions about the arrangement of ]|?hts, the seat-
ing of the choir and some other S|mﬁle matters that would assist considerably
in"improving the tone and make the meeting house seem more churchlike.
But | am thinking now especially of the preacher’s own example. The
service of the church is ﬁre-emmently a service of worship. Part of the serv-
ice, as the rayrers, the hymns, the offering, and the testimonies is going out
toward God. The other part, as the scripture reading and the serman, Is re-
versed and comes from God to us. If the “going out™ part is made the occa-

sion for exhibitions of various sorts in which erratic “song leaders” carry ona  *

choir practice or effect a_demonstration of entertainment.  Or if it’is a time
ecial musicians exhibit their art, at least that part of the service is *

ner, indulges in whispered conversations with a brother minister in the puIPit
or makes erratic remarks he should not fall out with the gpung people for
“disturbing the service.”
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The minister, as leader of the service of
worship, should not be satisfied with merely
%ettlng through with a meeting. He should

ave regard to the permanent results that
true worship effects in the lives of those
who take part in it.  On this point Bishop
Thirkield says, “But because we are Chris-
tians, and the One whom we worship is the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
we know something of His character. He
is like Jesus. Our communion, therefore,
cannot have been real and vital if some
marks of that character were not stamped
w)_on us when we were conversing with

im. This makes possible a human test of
successful worship. Has it had any effect
in making the worshipers more like Jesus
Christ? His faith. His good cheer, His
compassion for the suffering and oppressed,
His confidence in the power of love, His
willingness to accept the cross of sacrifice
for the redemption of the world and His
utter goodness should and will show in the
worshipers. Not all at once, of course, for
such transformations take time, and the
process has more or less to begin over again
with each generation and each individual.
But if the corporate worship of the
churches is bringing this trend into human
life, we may thank God and rejoice, for we
know' our labor is not in vain in the Lord.”

Those Physical Attractions

J. Lowell George

When it should be my lot—or privilege
to choose a life companion, two features
immediately stand out in my thinking as
factors which would, to a greater or less
degree, have a bearing upon m¥ choice.
The first wiould be the spirit of the in-
dividual, and the second would be the
natural physical attractiveness of that in-
dividual. “The spirit, being the inner
character of the person, is the most im-
portant, naturally, and much has been
written concernl,n?1 personality. Physical
attractiveness might be classed as a lux-

(2)

ury, a desired asset, something which can
add to personality and aid one in _making
immediate contacts with people: in other
words it is an attraction, Yet how much
more am | made to admire that individual
who may be more or less unattractive but
who is able to add to his or her attractive-
ness by neat, nonextravagant and becom-
ing attire.

_ Traveling as we_have this summer, sing-
ing and SEeaklng in some forty-five differ-
ent churches over Colorado and northern
California, a few things have made them-
selves known to me. = Someone has said,
“If you wish to find the Church of the
Nazarene in town hunt out the bmldmg
which looks the most like a barn.” A hars

statement, but how true it is in so many
cases! _ o

Upon seeing a church bundm? with no
Famt to speak of, no_shrubs, flowers or
awh, broken window7 panes, a church
building dusty and untidy on the inside,
a basement with dirty windows and with
an odor which makes a person wish he
were elsewhere, causes me no wonder
when the people say that it is hard to get
anyone fo attend the meetm%s. | think
that it is not a dls%race to have a poor
church building but when the physical
attractions of that building are abhorrent
to an individual the result Is tragic.

If “cleanliness is next to godliness,”
let us practice it. Let us put some extra
time on seeing that the church building is
clean and attractive inside and out. Spend
a little money, if necessary, for paint,
shrubs or whatever is needed. It is certain
that if the church _bundmg IS made at-
tractive to the outsider and he begins to
show_ interest in the “church made at-
tractive,” it will be a paying proposition.
It is true that the church without the divine
blessing of God upon it offers nothing to
the sinner. Just as the Spirit-filled church
is the means of drawing the unsaved to
Christ, so are the physical attractions of
the church building “an aid in drawing
people to the house of God.
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Expository Messages on Christian Purity

Olive M. Winchester

"In the Image of God”

And God said, Let us make man in our image,
after our likeness (Gen. 1: 26).

g_various texts
ject of Chris-

E have been considerin
or holiness, and we feel

which treat of the su

_tian purity or holiness, e
that basic to all such considerations is the original
status of man as he came from the_hands of God.
Whatever was the goal in the creation of man will
no doubt set a standard and ideal for man in his
recreation through grace. For we feel that in crea-
tion we have not onIY_the thought for man im-
mediately but man ultimately. The Plan of re-
demption wrought before the foundation of the
world bridged the broad sRan of man’s sin and
fall across the tragedy of the blighted life of the
human race to the new heavens and new earth
wherein dwelleth righteousness. In between these
tw'o stands man under grace renewed after the im-
age of Him who created him and prepared for the
final redemption.

In Knowing Spiritual Values

Man blinded by sin with his understanding
darkened does not know the good. He may have
some dim sense of good: he _ma%( feel someé inner
striving for some high ideals in Ris life, but when
it comes to real knowledge of the ultimate good
he does not know fit. , o

How- much the faculty of knowing functions in
the sin and in righteousness in our lives is not al-
ways fully understood. _The Scriptures give us
gradations of sin and evil according to the meas-
ure of the operation of the cognitive faculty ac-
companying the pow'er of choice. Let us” hear
some exhortations from the Book of Proverbs:
“How long ye simple ones, will ye love simplicity?
And scoffers delight themselves in scoffing,

maink |n'e8“§9 MORUl gy Ine, Negarens ﬁp”é)"usr“c'ﬁg.oﬁ?#ée' B! sAchep’ti}ér?an%lsce%yl’.OWﬁ
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Dngcgrtng rec3l%l r1a9t265.0 postage provided for in Section , Act of October 3, , authorized

And fools hate knowledge.”

(3: 22, RV.).
"0 ye simple, understand prudence;
And ve fools, be of understandmg hgart.”

(8: 5 R\V.).

~ The significance of the word in this connection
is of one who has never developed his facult?/ of
understandln?, and agcordm_g(ljy Is easily led astray.
This line of thought is carried on in the Old Tes-
tament presentation of sin and in the next step we
find a man going into sin because he is void of
understanding; then we have the man who carries
his conduct eY,ond the bounds of reason, and
finally as the climax to this phase a sinful_man
who uses his mind and understanding for evil and
makes evil a subject of premeditation. These are
not the only sinners described in the Old Testa-
ment by any means but they do represent the
class of sinnérs who err in that they seek not to
know spiritual values.

As sin is_grounded in part in faulty faculties of
understanding, so in_ the operation “of %race we
learn of the mind being enlightened and em%l re-
newed in knowled?e. From' these considerations
therefore we conclude that man in his original
state and_condition had a knowled%e of spiritual
values. That this knowled%e was full and com-
plete we need not assert, rather would we feel that
while it was still unhampered by the stain of sin
it had potentialities which the understand!nF 0
man today does not have, yet those potentialities
were still undeveloped.

Another fact remains to indicate that man had
originally a knowledge of spiritual values, the res-
idue of” knowledge “which’ exists in man unre-
deemed, which is”part of the heritage of the re-
straining pow'er of redeeming grace, or prevenient
grace, indicates a greater range; it is only a broken
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fragment, marred and distorted and at times vi-
tiated to a great degree, but it indicates that its
source bespeaks better things.

Free Creative Wii.l

We find that our text is prefaced with the state-
ment, “And God said, Let us make.” All through
the narrative in the first chapter of Genesis we
have cither a direct fiat, “Let there be” or we have
the creating and the maklngllo_f different forms in
nature and in the world of living creatures. God
as a free creative will, calls in being matter and
life on the one hand and on the other He shapes
these original entities into various forms in nature
and the animal world and in man. _

In man we see this power, not to be sure in ex-
tent, but similar. How often have we stood in
wonder at the creations of man. We call them
creations because they are such wonders of skill.
_The?/ are not in redlity creations, for creations
imply the bnngm? into "being that which had no
existence previously, but because of their marvel-
ous functioning they a%pear to be creations. |In
the realm of sciencé what wonders are wrought!
In the world of literature how does the mind_of
man work pouring forth products of active
thou%ht. . o

When we come to the choice of the good it is
true that the will of man here is not free unaided
but through prevenient grace and the assistance of
the Holy Spirit or rather would we say that the
assistance of the Holy Spirit is the manifestation
of prevenient q,race, man can make the choice of
the good unto life eternal.

Here again then we have the present status of
man as indicative of his original status. If now
he is enabled through grace to accept the offers of
mercy and thereby enter into communion with
God "his Maker, would we not conclude that orig-
inally he was created with this power in greater
measure. It was not bound by sin, On the other
hand there was need of the Sustaining power of
the Holy Spirit, for man is a dependent creature
in his_rélation to the Godhead and ever has been,
but his creative willing could operate more sensi-
tively and within it a greater impulse for the good.

An Immortal Spirit

As the ultimate act in the creation of man in
our account given us in this_early narrative we
see the inbreathing of God in the lifeless body
formed from the dust of the ground and man he-
comes a Ilvm?_ soul. If we follow the major
stages in_ creation we find first the creation "of
some entity which is the basis of matter, then we
find the creation of new stage of life when the
animals are hrought into being and finally there is
the third maLor Creative act when man i§ animat-
ed by this inbreathing. Accordingly we may read-

(4)
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ily assume that while man in his body may be like
the beasts that perish there is something in his in-
ner being that transcends and abides unto eter-
nity. This fact is borne out by other passages of
Scripture.

The image of God then stamped on man is not
only in the functlonmg, powers of his person hut
in the very nature of fis person. As endued with
the facultr of knowing and with the possibility of
free creative will, we have certain functioning
ﬁowers, but when we come to this inbreathing we

ave to do with the very being of man, his Spirit
tr)1a.ture, man is like unto "God in that he is a spirit

eing.

A Holy Being

Thus far in our thought we have been discussing
for the most part the natural |magie in man. It is
true that sometimes there seems 10 be a crossing
from the natural image to the spiritual image.
This must needs be so for man is one; he func-
tions in various ways, but he is essentially one,
therefore one cannot departmentalize him. But
man is not onI_Y possessed of a natural likeness in
his being and its functioning that bears the image
of Him who created him, he also bears the spirit-
ual image.

In that man bears the spiritual image it must
needs be that man came forth from the hand of
his Creator as a hol bemg. We read that God
looked upon all that He had created and behold it
was good. Now while the term good does not
seem "to convey unto us ordinarily such a high
t%pe of virtue as holiness, we must remember that
the designation good is somewhat of a relative as-
pect. Anythingis good in its particular field and
relations, and man could not be ultimately good,
standing as he did in relation to God, unless that
attribute included holiness.

We see then in the dawning of creation not

some creature emergmg from “the darkness half
man and half submerged with the .traﬁplng.s of an-
imal heritage, but a man glorious in fis heing with
the stamp of the divine upon him. If the psalm-
ist could speak of man as he saw him fallen and
vitiated by sin, saying:
“Thou hast crowned him with glory and honour”:
how much more could it be said of man in the
beginning? and shall not this begmnm% of the life
of ‘man on the earth set a norm "and standard for
man as he is to be when redeemed by grace?

Thus we behold man as he stands coming from
the hands of God. What God would have man
be, He makes him. His nature undefiled by sin
and untainted by evil, holy and righteous chal-
lenges man down through the centuries to acceFt
the” offers of Elr_ace that "he may be renewed unto
the image of Him who created "him.
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HOMILETICAL

A Preaching Program

Orval J. Nease

April 4—Morning
God’s Good Man

He was a good man, and full of the Holy Ghost
and ffarthg and much people was addgd unto
e Lore” (Acts 11:24).

Scripture Readrng—ACtS 11:19-26. See also
Acts 436, 37.

Introduction

1. The Bible considers “good” a superlative

itle.
“WeIT done, thou good and faithful servant.”

2. In modern times the title good in drsrePute
a. It has come to mean an"insipid, colorless,
anaemic Rassrve character.

b. The word as fallen among thieves and
% been robb d of Its vestments.

(1) The genteman apout town who is a

hale fellow well met but none_ too

careful abqut his morals at times

but 1s smiled upon and called a

2) The *good” man in plays, on the stage,

) dgon the screenp h/ novels and g|n
conversatron has | been the “holier
than tpou sort_of per?on too often
using his staid form of goodness to
hidg” meanness.

(3) The “good” man has been the brunt
of jokes until the term good has
not” only been robbed of” i h true
meanrng but has too often ecome
undesirable.

3 The title “8ood" is a title of strendth
[t has red b brawn and herolsm in it.

b [t means all that Christian means.
¢. The Bible declares that Barnabas was a

0
Wﬂy goes the Bible call Barnabas “good”?

|. Barnabas Was a Man with a Lar e Heart
1 We first hear of Barnabas iving rs all to
the church (Acts 4 7%
a. Hedoe\rqgﬁnty was a reasonably well to
b Ll P
u i stal spirit.
0. hrmself an all(h d d P
Barnabas reco?nrzed God as owner.
a. Reco?nrzed hat the cause of God had a
claim on his possessions.

(s)

b. Re%o nized that possession was not owner-

3 Doeﬁ God require that every Christian give

a. Yes, in the sense that he recognized that
he 15 God’s steward.
b. Yes, in the sense that he holds himself
and his God entrusted possessions sub-
Ject to the erL
C. Yes, In that he andles those possessions
. s a trust from God,
A man can be Irberal and not 900d but
a man cannot he good and not Tiberal.

Il. Barnabas Was a Man Or Faith

1 He had. faith in God,
A Irvrng, active, virile faith.
b A f at made eternal values real.
. A art a(t mggrred constant active in-
terest in kingdom- affairs.
2. He had fajth in_men.
a. Some take rrde In
(1) Constanty crrtrca
worth of oth
(2) Some men feel ca}llergt upon to dig up

o1 the eﬁt 0 t
It is usually unsafe to trust a man who
constantly distrusts others.”
b. He could help”men because he believed in

em.
(1) 1t was Barnabas that found the new
convert  Saul when ,éhe Jerusalem
hurch was strII frai hi P
belleved not that he was a scr .
and no doubt saved him to the ch urc
) I(tACS 9826 29b) Seﬁ ettlsot Adctsb 11:25.
was Barnabas that sto oun
2 John Mark who [eft the ?rrst¥n ssrong
&/ arty and returned to Jerusalem
oS 13:13:; Acts 15:36-39). And
saw Mark become the author of one of
the Gosirels as a result.
¢. It is Christlike to believe in men.

[1l. Barnabas Was Thoroughly Missionary

1 Some early disciples were trying to keep
the gospel and the church, Jewrfh
2. Barnabas beIreved this a unrversa ospel,
e Gentr es aP ealed to Paul and Barna-
zscto ave gospel preached to them
51

heir cynicism.
ske trrlcal of the



102

b, Patrl and Barnab)as turn to the Gentiles

13:46-49
3. Barnabas helped make up the first mission-

ar

Sye arate me Barnabas and Saul for the,
whereunto | have called them

Acts 13:1-4).

he world’s. first missionaries.

Every mrssronary station_foday

monument that first

party.
IV. Barnabas Was a Man Full of the Holy
Ghost
1 This explalrns his other charac errstrcs
a. Bern filled ost he was

v Wlt sy Acts 13:2).
b A gprrrtyfrltled man is a%e regrrn Sman

A S rrrt filled man 1s a man o? a world
d A Sprrrt-frIIed man is a man of a large
heart.

N

a _silent
missionary

g He was genurnely shprrrtual i
ot syrprisi ave the jnspired writer
concliu%e ﬂ?e Rrs tory oq tQSpman wttﬁ
“ALnd dmuch people was added unto the

Conclusion

L1 Some things we may never possess.
Genlus, greatness etc.

(Goodness may be Qurs,
Goodness 15 divinely imparted.

2. Let us covet earnestly the hest (l“f
“Goodness” 15 thé fairest flower that
grows in the soul’s garden.

3. Gorgevnaers and faithfulness the basis of future

April 4---Evening
The Garden with the Broken Wall

| went by the field of the slothful, and by the
vingyard of the man void of understanding;” and,
lo, It was aII rown over with thorns, and”nettles
had covered the face thereof, and the stone wall
thereof was broken down (Proverbs 24: 30-32).

Introduction

1 The Bible a
. The or?enta)l
thus exPre

mi

ors, §
b, pr e ek and Hebrew langu
he Brbe was originally wr

- tThegesOi?r ! Istlarnease%aatboundslcgr” mcrodrerrrgs
dB Testam nt doctrrng Rg exp%n%nce /

2. The writer of Proverbs, in the ﬁage of our
text pens the picture of the morally”slothtul.
% [t1sa reaIA tic picture.

. It IS ﬁ modem (rjeturteh

We should consider

"The man In tlhe garden with

icture hook.

mrnd thought jn grc ures and
se alleg

S res, meta-
fes and e|IIustrat|on

% aﬁ;es in which
itten are picture

s it teac

n he
Qbroken wall. }
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l. Excuses Given for Moral Failure

Exeuses for farIHre
nreoevd taon urm/ the season is long, seed
(l) ql am too young. Religion is for the
“I"must sow my wild oats.”
(2) “I can get saved any time.”

b. “The soil | have is too hard to work.”
1) - A rBan c(%mtltgtl be_In business today
(2) “A man who has to work among un-

godly companions. cant be religious.”
(3) No one 1s saved in-my home.”
“Ca ital controls the market so that the
little man does not have a chance.”
(1) ;Itam just afraid that 1 cant hold
2) “l do not want to be a hypocrite,
2 when | start 1 want the reatlpthtr;ng’
(3) mhy could I not have had a better
Illustration—"0 God, why didn’t gou
Ive my hoy a cance7 crie
Enother as the caﬂket of h er S0 Wd
erng lowered. He had been kille
in an accide t But the, fact was, he
was a chil a_Christian home,
ha attended the church smce Infan-

c had but recently gone
h/rough a revival, but refﬁsed’

d. “Too many thorns and nettles."
1) “I have too man(}/ temptations,”
2) “Why does Go permrt evil if He
wants me to be good
2. The fact remains he had everythmg neces-
sary to] sduccess ajvarlable
He had a garden
Hres own hgart th
He had fertile soil. ) .
Every man’s heart receptive at some time.
He had sun and rain.
EtOth%nds these.
e had a protectin
peasts pcou?d ge
robbers unless he Permrtte
e Hrs aarden w%s ina avora?le community.
e had the example of other gardens
and gardeners all about hrm

(2) The evidences and testimonies of suc-
cess in every direction.

The Real Reason for Moral Failure
L He reftitsed to work. 1 all
a. Work means perspiration callouses.
It means% ggncepand mteﬂlrggnt action.
It means energy expending and back-bend-

totﬁga false idea to expect “something for
h

i

a
b.
C.
d.

I
E world of service.

wall.
rrun hrs garden, nor

b.

[
N
¢ T

| triie Jeason was moral laziness!

efine; “Moral ertia.”
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2. Christian fruitage demands labor.

a s ever mans dutv ? be a worker.
Earn read Xswea W .,
ot work shall not eat.

b. The sor? must be cultivated to produce

r r
gr?]l‘ity erd plant life grows without
2) Some have thought the altar ends cul-
tivation labor.

C. Workrng at our religion,

?uld g/ou have faith? It must be
tivat

2 Would you be a man of prayer? You
must work at the task! v
ou

)

)

3) Would you have drvrne love?
must be’a great lover!

4) Would you be magnanrmous? You

5) mouswrlt)ﬁ gqurreeéllrt IOIL\J/S development and
?rurtage Dig 0 %t the weed)sp break up

3. re iS 10 substrtutron for energetic exercise

Vgrrrtua facul r%
ealth cannot be inherited.
08s not come t rour?
rist

(L
(
(
(
(

luck.
1ans.

g' 300l wealth
. Some men are too lazy to be C

I1l. The Results of Moral Laziness
Note what laziness did_for the man of our text.
L1 Kept him_ from raising a crop.
No seedtrm[e no harvest. 'No flowers, no
corn, no fruit.
2 FrIIed his garden with weeds.
a. What does % man hve to do to raise
weeds? Not rnP at a
h. “le)ud can gravifate toward helll”
3. Maral disiptegration set i
a. fP tgthe gar en%roken
b, The breakrn down of moraI fences.
This 15 the §agefdy of modern America!
¢. No standar onduct.  Little moral
consclence.
4, Ab word to all who, pass.
a. ho\? Ibroken man sitting in the door of his
b. The mockery of moral failure.
¢. The tragedy”of moral failure.

Conclusion

(;‘dHe '\c‘%ntew/tg? thinks he can,” by the grace of
‘GLook” at the man of the garden with a broken

“Consrder it and receive instruction.”

April 11— Morning
The Desert Road to Gaza
And an. angel of the Lord sake Hnto Philip,
saying, Arrse and otowar the south, unto the

oeth down om Jerusalem unto Gaza,
gvt%\léchﬂr)s %esert And he arose and went (Acts

(7)

Scripture Readrn%
cts 2

103

s 8:5-8; 26-40 See also

Acts 6:1-7 and 8

Introduction
L Philip.was one of the foremost of the early
Christians.
. Chosen deacon (Acts 6:5).

. A lay Ereacher whose persistent message
was Christ F)]
C. Many were the mrraoles done bv him
(Acts 21:8).
d. He s referred to as Philip the Evan-
gelist ?A 21:8).
2. The divine summons to Philip.
% To Ieave the revival in Samaria.
To follow the desert Foa to Gaza.
. He_meets and preaches to “a man of

Ethi Rra
Let us note three meaningful suggestions:

|. Highways to Gaza
1. Three roads led to Gaza.
a. Gaza, an old Philistine city.
(1) The largest towh in the 'south of Pales-
tine, hear Jaf
(2) The road to Egypt still runs through

b, Thr(e)ener%ads led from Jerusalem to Gaza.
gz} Anoth)e/r bg Beth Shemesh.
The third y Hebron ahnd Bert Gebrrn
Throu ocks and 3 desert.
At of Toneliness and no popula-
¢. The chorce of road left with the traveler.
2. The call to Gaza

(gooa sense mr%ht have made it plausible

to remain | Samaritan "revival,

Itdrs easy for one’s Iogrc to support one’s

h. One had best he%date about choosrr(r]g life's
ath without first consultin
c. The re ort is that “He arose an went.”
Hesrt(a dafter the voice of God is clear
isobed
3. Frndrng Gods hrghwa%/ of life.
ar(r)v roads ave t e same destination.
ne road Gaza was the short,
strarght road for ‘those bent on

(2) Anotﬁjter was the path for those of
leisure and srght seeing intent.

(3) The. third road by the desert was more
circuitous wriere heavy caravans
wound their_way.

(4) But all led to Gaza:

b. Life’s roads to heaven lead through di-

VErging experiences.
(1) Some aré called to travel through

easant experiences.
on?e ﬂaav% hgavy urdens that load
( ) Some are called to the desert road of
sorrow, loneness, and struggle.
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(4 Thank God, all lead to heaven!
he way Is set before us.

Travelrng the Desert Road

1. The desert road is a lone road.
% [t rds often the way of sufferrng

C.

d.

It Is offen the way of heartache.

It ?often the way" of tears.

Suffering, heartache and tears always em-
phasize the aloneness of ife.

2. The desert road 1s a rouPh Iaborrous road.
a.  Steep ascents an ecrgrtous descents.
. Heavy burdens to be born

3. The desert road 1s a hot, dusty road.

plains of temptation.

E Tlhe hré‘ite laces of disappointment.
The gesert rog IS a { gi ggg
“There are so many hills to climb upward,
o AR SR N, S
Knows just \Fr)vetat IS needft}l gnd be!t.
“I know in His Wohd He h? romised
That my_ strength it shall _be as my day.
And the toils of the road will seem nothing,
When | get to the end of theDway

I1l. Compensations on the Road

L Renders_the satrsfactrons of obedience.
It a?ods way for
. ] delight to do Thy erI 0 God.”
_ “He knoweth the wa that | take” (Job).
Provrdes % place of distinct servrce
emem ef, others are traveling this desert

oad.

They may not be able to interpret life’s
tdhrsapporntments in terms of the Fa-
er's w

Twas so with the Ethiopian eunuch
Acts 8:30, 31).

Yol may be' sent this desert road to in-

terpret God fo men (V. g

d. You are'sent this way to proclaim Jesus

3. Conngousngss that Christ also traveled the
esert road.
a. His was the lone way.
b The way of suffering:
The way of the Father’s will.
4, The desert way often brings u
Springs by the highway “of

Conclusion

God’s way
For God’s

— Charles Tillman.

O—mnc-‘_na

C.

f to an oasis.
ife.

is the best.
way leads home.

April 11— Evening
A Woman with a Past

Jesus answered and sard unto her, If thou
knewest the it of God rrrﬁ? who it |s that %arth

to thee, me to 0 thou wouldest have
asked of hrm angd he would"have given thee living
water (John '4: 10}

Read carefully, John 4: 1-45,
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Introduction

1. The man rﬂr the well curb.

An old well, Jacob’s.
A young man, tired and alone, Jesus.
A woman with a past.
Attired in che%p and soiled finery.
Environed with a crimson past.
Impoverished by burnt-out affectrons
Two souls athirst.

Jesus said, “GJy 0 drink,
Woman sid, * S?r gerve me this water.”

The Tragedy of Ignorance

“If thou knewest” }v 10).
1. The blindness of ignorance.
a. The_intervening “if.”
The mockery of it—"s0 near.”
2) The trage 0 it—"s0 far.” .
Jesus weeping over Jerusalem cries, “If
ti(hadst known in this thy day”

h. Irndrn eff ct of i norance
e wo new n%tt e Christ.
He was nearer to her than He had
ever been before,

(3 Pernaps nearer than He would ever be

orgnce may. be wilfu
0 One so %and as he who will not see.”
2. The Christ who knows.

a. (Il-Be new this woman.

g must needs go through Samaria,”
vl for this Jote womap, o
(2) F
(3)

2.

3.

C.

or this Jone woman.

new her shattered romances.

r g e blossoms di ped in pitch.”

n’\’sh?trerloen Int e?tér itcher.

w i

g% to be pu?eyagarn d

grn of the human heart.
2é‘S)rr we would see Jesus”
atrsfactron of the soul is the
about a sinner,

I% go out of His 1

0 t irsty soul. Davi sar

thrrst th for God, for the
vl o 2. 2).

ea? of the Chrrst
eaI to |nteI ligence.
U knew
eu)peal to emotrons
enrng of ‘remorse,
ast 1s

ot thy husban
i P ﬁfl ho .
all thy husband and come hither

ng
M
on

3. The a

a.
‘|
b.

N
f
\?ﬁ “He wﬂ%m thou

)>)>)>

C. the will

l

I[I. The Grft of God

“Th]e giff of God and who it is that saith to

t
L The r(arlure of Jacob’s well,
a. J YV fs
1 weI of Abraham and Isaac (Gen. 26
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b. Earth derrved weIIs erI n%t satisfy.
‘Whosoever. ¢ rrn et f this water shall
thirst again
1) Wells of Ble sure nd pride,
2) Wells of business and pr?str
Vanity of [
(Eccl. 1.2).

¢. The labor of earth’s well
fv S).

vanities, ?S vanity”

“Come hither to_draw’
Journeyrng for the wate

2. “Greater than our father, Jacoh™ (v. 12
a hDr?vrtnely pmpgrteg Ot ? hall érve

h. The weIIs wrthrn the heart—

Note (See John 7: 37-39.

III%stratron Dr. Jowett Eellf of an old
d Sstrtncaste}_lt)haé \évras esuel tegver aslrv
[ i Wev | u
qﬁl o? gter could never bg cut o?t -
¢. Unfailing su
‘Spirirngr%g thp Yhto everlasting life” (v. 14).
ource of this ljving water,
“F{om whence hast” thou thrs living water?”

The grft of God (v. 10).

es throygh Jesus Christ.
Tgﬂqt I sh Wgrve Hrsm(; (I 4|2
T(he man at the well curl, “Who it is” (v.

“H wourda %afyg é?\?er{r11 sh]

Il The Heart’s Outcry
“Sir, give me this water, that | thirst not, nei-
the come hither to draw™ (v. 9),
1 The W qbn drscovers Jesus.
Thot, (. 9

eing
E “Thou art g pro het” %9
“Thou art tw CRrrst” Ev 29&
2 The woman faces her p%st
Jesus tactu ap?roao”
“Go call % bang S

True worshippers”

b. The woman’s evasio
(1) Al\7half -truth—"1 have no hushand” (v.

“Shall be in

3.

(v. 10).

2) A eologrcalargument “Where should
men WOSIrP g 2?
3) Jnesus patienitly answers her question-
c. The womans humblrng acknowledgment.
“Sir, | perceive thou art a prophet” (v,
Tzoj me all things that ever | did” (v.
3. The woman loses er past.
% Her testimon 391
. Sa marréans elitved because of her testi-
C. Se found the well!
d. She h orsaﬂ<en h r_old waterpot.
“Thg) woman then eft her waterpot” (v.

105

Conclusion

L In oriental cities where wafgr |fs scarce t
wr“eg L{)X der crres The
Wi
wil| take?”

j, e i O B5d: Who

2. It is said that on the desert men in search of
water erI separate ust the distance a man’s

vorce will carr¥ hen water Is found the
IS passed Trom man to man, “Water,
ater Water.” We pass along the cry.

April 18— Marning

The Cloud Below the Horizon
And he said, to his servant, Go yp, now, look
toward the sea. And he went up and’ looked, and
said, There Is nothing, And he said, Go again
seven times (1 Kings “18:43).

Scripture Reading—1 Kings 17:1-7; 18:41-46.
Introduction
1. A national crrsrs had arrsen |n Israel.

ver lsrael.

% AhlaG%30 d oau% d) Israel to sin (1 Kings
Baal wdrship was orevalent

d A three -year drouth had brought much

e, God wasgdealrng with Israel.
2. A most crucial period |n Elijah’s life.
a. In answer to the p ger of the prophet
he heavens gdave n

(1) |ah had enounced Ahab and Baal

(2) Elréah wgs fed by ravens by the brook

(3) El%ah entertained at the home of
the widow of ZarePha h.

(4) Nation was angry with the prophet,

b. Th1e8 tlest bi fire on Mt. Carmel (1 Kings
1) The frur of the prophets of Baal.
tzt Th %ad faﬁeh’ t?pon Jehovah's
(%) The people turn to God.

C. hfgtﬁslt4bv rain on Mt. Carmel (1 Kings
1) Elijah had promised rain.

%2; Then ing w%s notrf?ed the drouth was

ed.

“There is the sound of an abundance
of rain” Sv 41).

(3) AIone on MY, Carmel' Elijah prays for

(4) Elrljahs servant looks for clouds and
nBort(s rggeate ly, “There 15 noth-

I. There IS Need for a Faith Content to Be
Just Faith
1 This age is characterized by self-confidence.
a. The “world demands demaonstration.
b. Days of scientific observation,
Prediction of rain based only on baro-
metric readings.

(o)
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C. Men hoast therr abrlrtrf to read the sk
rﬂe in re ious cir e% are c%nftdenz of

their abi |tg to read the prophetic s
2. Faith makes its confident stand upon the

EmeIS%. . . .

a. Faith Dbelieves the promise because it he-
lieves the God of the promise.

b. Faith cherrshes the promise and waits ex-

“Fart(h IS the substance of things hoped
for, the evidence of things not seen”

Fagth is fhe rhner evidence of the answer.
¢. The world needs faith that is content to
3R Ibrg Jtht i t K
eal faith has no question marks.
§ E fthqfesh that maurre ,
1) Certarnly faith need have gar in
) Thfacrng facts. y f
ere is something  ynsatisfactory in
@) such an attitude %f¥ ﬁ Y
lystration— Mo%ern editions of Doubt-
mg Thomas  that must thrust fingers
into nail prints. R/ an mduI&ent
Lord would accept suc
(3) There Js a finer conduct of faith than
inquiry.
b. Uncompromising  confidence
izes faith at its best.
c. Fajth often needs the challenge of con-
tradictory reports.
1) ‘Send thie servant out to scan the sk
2) Dont hold your faith so Irghtlg/
endanger 1t by a negativ port

[I. Faith Confronted
Evidence

L EIHah was not praying by the barometer.
rayed looking into™a Cloudless sky.
Illnstratron No. doubt a whrte suahre

lag was floating upon the staff o
weather bureau on’ Mt. Carme
Qe?yt pray until the flag changes some
b. The servant scans the sky.
Noat]et Tv\rggrtrt%n dgg!}aresfthﬁt Elij all(rjoswserv
Zare hath whom he had ra?sed from the

1) “There is_nothing.”

character-

with Contradictory

EZ) . rerrneclusnée0 t?r brref
IS
He was sure be ore he looked.
(3) “There is noTthrnra]
n “TMere con H}m tion.
ere_is nothin
Carefu?ly form%d conviction.
(5) “Th ere s “nothing.”
ed to encourage his master.
(6) “Thee IS nothrng
Ut er wearines
()h‘ ar er than a man’s hand.”
C. farh of the prophet cried, “Go

- PR
ou ere is a clou ormrng
(3) % a%arn ‘some clouds hang low on

2. Real faith not dependent upon- signs.
a. Signs are not given as the cause of faith.
Faith 1s rather“the cause of signs.
b. In_ the face of explicit Fromrses God may
for a time withhold
¢ It do%s not take a large cloud to satisfy

Without even looking, at the cloud him-
self, the prophet cries, “Go tell Ahab.”
3. God’s promises are better than signs.
a. What want we more than God’s Word?
b. The church must take a bolder stand
upon the promises.
c. Dost thou believe?
Then listen for the rain_which can be
heard in the very promise itself.

IIl. Faith Sees the Cloud Below the Hori-
zon
1. Failure is an unknown thing for faith.
a. Say you, “There_is nothrng
Look again.” There is God.
b. The confident church laughs at the re-
ort, “There s nothrnﬁ
The church” has sometfiing. We have
God’s Word!

c. We are expected to presume upon the

prom|rses. , )
The w'orld awaits a confident church.
2. Faith must stand without the cloud.

a. Dela is not deni
Xot confuse daelay and denial.

b. Remember g has spoken.
led upon to explain the ac-

| am caIIed upon to believe Him.
When 1 beli e Him, any need to explain

Him vanishe
“Not falth In ChOd hec use of the cloud,
ec use of God.”

. but %rth in_t
You may think oes not hear you.
And wrthholds the 8 ou sf ek.
Then éust learn to trgist His silence.
Master does not speak.
Let your farth new courage borrow,
For His promises are tr e
Just remember on the mor
Hell take you through He Il take you
through”—James" V. Reid.
3. Faith alone could hear the rain.
a. The cloud below the horizon.
b IFﬁemseSrsr?rge Ott 1:arabltrhndance of rain.”
8ot el Rt

¢ The worId has always stood in respect
of the character of genuine faith.

(10)
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lllustration—Blind man _with spittle-

morstene cla upon his eyes, stum-
?towar e]

Pau at mrdnrth in shrpwreck cries

Sirs, | believe

Conclusion

We honor great scholars, great inventors, efc.
It.1s time we honoredh%reg believers.
SGy you there_is not

0 ‘back again and agarn' For there is God!

April 18— Evening
The Man Named Legion

And hdeasked him, What is thg/ name? And he
answer ep/rng MYy name is Légion: for we are
many fMar 9).

Introduction

1 The Igsson stor Mark S\ 1- 2021 )

a. Gadara controlled the mountain gn which

it was bu”t and the country and seaport
down to the sea.

h. Gadara was rhhabrted by a half heathen
folk who raised swine fof Roman fsodrers
hrrs crossrng the Sea of Galilee for rest

a gemoniac whom He healed and
ma e a missionary.
2. Christ’s mrracles were verX often twofold.
g. Mrracles of F 0.
. Mrrac es of sou ealing.

ar
3. Christ’s. miragles fbodrl healing are always
(mrstratrve o sou heal rnJ J y
. The miracle of the tomb-dweller of Gadara
wss twofold and s illustrative of soul-heal-

I. The Condition

1. Possessed of an unclean spirit g
a. No ex ressron eter d %crrl%s the human
heart without Christ. uman heart Is
gods temple and has been usurped by un-

“An unclean spirit.”
(1) Uncilean inds [gnd dsr%ds arise from
(2) urp]c eﬁréarealrtsh home of Uncleanness
”PosM att, 15: fg Luke 6: 45).
1 olled by uncleanness.
tzt YrquerJ to unc Feanness
2 Dw%llrn among the tombs (v. 3).
pglace of isolation.
. The lace of condemnation.
. The ace of fear,
. The place of death.
Unl\t/lagr]tesdatt)eme 0 control sin.
12 AR £
Legislation’ and incarceration do not
(2) By ltaemsrhng
Educatron
tame sin.

gnd)reformatron do not

(1D

b. HistorZ holds the record of man’s attempts
and tragic failures to control sin.

I[I. The Command

L The man recognizes Jesus afar (v. 6).
a. This abil rt)}J to recognize Jesus ‘was his

b. Thpe fact of hrs ability to recognize Jesus
w L# be the basis of hi condemnatron if

¢ failed to go to Jesus ?

2 Chrrst speaks with authority.
N hrist has authority in the presence

"All power éauthorrt ] is grven to me in
.. heaven and in eart (h
H augh} rbm as one having authorrty

b. Christ and Christ alone has power.
1) To forgive sins (Luke 5: 24).
To make the unclean clean.
be thou clean” (Luke 5: 13%
Tjo henalblelzmen to be sons of God

1 will:

3. The word of power.
. To the demoniac, “Come out of the man,
thou unclean spirit” (v. 8).
) the woman found rn adultery, “Neither
i? | c%ndle n thee; go and sin" no more”

0 the re#entant thief, “TodaQ/ shaIt thou
d. be Wltz re I|n P”e]trat%rsneqb “L g r m
%TO thI,a(ajus 23 0 azarus, co e

ill. The Confession
il A confession of his own condition.
. "We are many” (v. %
Hefackn?wle e%ed his heart to be possessed

h. Jacoh! thonfessron of name was a confes-
sron 0

My name is Jacob” (Gen. 32: 27).
2 It was a confession of faith in Christ,
"Jesr} thou Son of the Most High God”

b Teteorsacron{ﬁsesrgn Os]c Cth]elsém of the livin
U r ivi
Eod <Matt % 56) J
¢. Such con ssron rs a revelation and 'f the
gasrs n(ft OPX of t g church but of all in-
ividual salvation

IV. The Condemnation

L “TheK that fed the swine” (v. 14).
“They were afraid” (v. 15).
(1) They had reason to be afraid before

L i, o
(2) th)e vision op ﬂ‘ cleansed made

th egn conscious of therr own unclean-

(3) The presence of the Christ made nec-
eaary a corﬁe relative to their atti-

Was thrs not true with Pilate?
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b. “And also concerning the swine” %v 16?.
(1) fTetéer(rj commercial interests were af-
(2) That revival cost too much.

2. “T began t? ray him to depart” (v. 17).
3’ Jesus to eave
Thrs P ger was answered
oes not record that He ever re-

VlTr_rl_eh Consecra}ron | i
rayer of the cleansed manp.
“h yh gptt bewrth him” (v. 183
b Characterrstr of all who are cleanse
2. The command of %es %
“Go_home to thy friends and tell them”

b Irhrs |s) the method of the gospel.

! he %e an t u(hlrsh in_Decapolis how great
mg Gog r?a done forhrPn (v, 20)g

Conclusion

The home of demons became the home of
Christ.

April 25—Morning

Wherefore | put thee in remembrance that thou
strr dp the gift of God, which 1s In thee ( Tim.

Scripture Reading—2 Tim. 1:1-18.

Introduction

L A call to memary.

The danger of forgetting former experiences;
formte responsibilities, and former achieve-
ments

The herrta f Timot

The faith g? ?s rang gther Lois.

The farth of his mot Eunice.
3. “The taith that is in t ee

. The Inner Fire

“The éqrft that |s |n thee.”

a Some have mterpreted this to mean the

t
5, Ofrs 1 :ij U e Holy st

“t" was, custofar for the a}ostles to la
their hands 0¥t those who received thX

Holy

c. Others, decIare it refers to the “unfeigned
faith.” Which his mother and grand-
mother hefore. him, possessed.

d. This verse a climaxing verse and brrng
to bear Rn Timothy the heart of t

entire exhortation.

e. It is no less thep the sum total of Godds
grace shed abroad in _the heart an
epresents the heliever’s consciousness
of divine favor.

2. Paul refers to this inner testimony as though
it ‘were latent fire,
Strr up”—renew, kindle.

2.

b. Old Testament writers looked upon this
Inner gift as fire.

1 GOéi appeared to Moses in burnrn? bush.

God dwelt amidst His people In the

tabernacle above it in a pillar of

fire
(3) TOSWErlgghb ohc Mt. Carmel God an-
gard ‘the word of God

(4) Jeremiah
%rged as fire in his hones (Jer.

. New Testament refers to God and inner
%race In_similar term

(1) John Baptist, preached that believers
should "be "paptized with fire ”

(2) At Pente”cos ‘Cloven tonques like as
of fire” sat uElon the be |evers

(3) The wrrter o e rews, dec ared th at

“maketh his ministers flames o

trre” Heb. 1.9) and that “God Is a
consuming fire” (Heb. 12 29).

of the rmPassroned heart are t be
gh Iy unders ood when te% R (
God and ? 5 race within the heart In

uakers taIkXd of the inner light

Rees and John T. Hatfield in-
srsted ‘we must have the firg.”

r. P. F. Bresee was ever insisting .that
the church individually and_ collectively
must “get the glory down.

[I. The Smoldering Fire

1. Paul did not accuse Timothy of
a. Putt mg out the fire.

b. Or gfmrsusr e Hol
c. Nor aid he adﬂtonrsh hi h/a to seek new gifts.
2 Pa I admonrshed Trmothy to rekindle the
fire area within,

3. Men

o

C.

Quenchrng the

% A smolderin frre IS an inactive fire.
A smo gerrn fire H)ﬁt]m uish itself.
. A smoldering fire sho
1) An open-draft.
Zm%l Iéers ash and dead materials re-
E;? An lenty. of fHeI,added.
many mgdern holiness people have
“ban kd their fires.”

a. A ‘bﬁn ed fire” Is a frre held in reserv
wit amrnrmum f actjvity reserve
f(ltr the nr overe wrt
clo ti egg It mactrve
con essron t the IS over.

Too man¥ Christians are living  with
“banked fires.

IIl. The Rekindled Flame

L The holg flame needs to he burnrng brrghtlg
a. wer ?enera to operaté the” m
cernefre ! life.and he church when
Ire 1

adrn%

No warming Infl e that will melt its

way 1In a cojd world,

¢. No consuming flame to burn the dross and
debris that”life’s experiences accumulate.

(12)
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2. Let the holy flame burn,

%. An rmpassr ned Irhve f?g Soﬁomrd God

rvrrlr_? aith

and His promisgs in a grip of steeI
An und){ servrce that™ éxpends " Itself
for a Tost world

d. A flame of zeq| that burns its w fo en-
Iar%ement of the heart untr all the
world s encom assed within a benevo-
lent heart of concern.

3. Brethren, rt rs trme to rekindle the fire.

a Hrs org/ S It.
are 2000 years this side of Calvary
and Pentecqst and still the world 1s
Iargely heathen.
(2) Holiness has been recognjzed  as an
actrve movement srnce the days of
the Wesleys ;/et today the church
[ar eIP/ re udr tes the doctrrne and
experience

3) Thirty _years of history since the
) fou)rlrdrh/g %the Churchyof the Naza-
rene and many feel there is now %

ease inZion" stealing over t

h. Adpeopeld ithout Christ d ds jt.
in rld wi rist demands |

é( ? %as comr)nuanded Sande c%m?nrs
(2) Mselr?n%?eudtrongg faste? than they are

being save/

c. The horpe of the soon coming of the Lord

Y “:\Ar\vtnf“n%h ftr”Hefaarsthyeonthtlhnek ol

ne comes?
(3) What is done must be done quickly.
d. The only generation this ?eneratron of
Christians” can reach is this generation.

Conclusion

X It is evrdgH Timothy heeded Paul’s ad-
a. He flung himself against the need of a
wor vdg .

b. He bfcame a_missionary who followed
Pa he last.
2. Shall we heed the cgll for reneweg
%. Remember 1t must be first renewe
That It may radiate without.

when

flame.
within.

April 25— Evening
All Men Seek a Hiding Place

Judgment also will 1 lay to the ling, and rvg
£0USNEss to the plymmet; and the hail shal| s etp
away the refuge of lies, and the waters shall ove
flow the hiding place™ (Isa. 28:17).

Introduction

1. Some facs are unrversallg true.
a. Amid learned and unlearned of whatever
race .or clime.
h. Certain hasic loheysrcal mental and moral
needs are universa

(13)

2. All men know themselves to be sinners.
g Men know that as sucp theX are | perrI
. Men recognize t re ynable t
deliver themselves from sin and Its con
sequences.

|. Every Man Needs a Refuge

1 A refuge from the accusing finger of his
own consclence.

a. Conscience _has as its aid the undying
records of memory.

“Son, remember E/Luke 16:25).

b. A man_may callous his soul to the ac-
cusation of conscience, but the voice of
conscience is never stilled.

lllystration—Herod, who had beheaded be-
headed John, the Baptist, to satisfy the
whim of a dancmg woman, was {roubled
at hearrng of Jeslis for some said “that
g)oérng)wa risen from the dead” (Luke

. Men often do unexpected and tra rc
sépeque hecause 0? pan offended

IIIustratron Judas troubled hecause he

a betra hrist, digs at the end q
3/e a suicide, aui1 teﬁl upon his
own s ord.

2. A refthge trom the slumbering power of sin

a. Srn dweIIs wrthrn the heart.
“Sin that Fwelleth in me” gRom 17),
“Another law brrngrng me into captivity”
Rom. 7:23

b. Sin cannot be trysted.
The nature of sin is deceotron and you
must change the nature of sin to change

in.
C. Srn cannot be tame% trarned or duc&ted
ry g%rrtreso outbrea
llystration— er the traiing of a | ung
trger or boa constrictor, they may Tevert
o spring upon their trairier any time.

3 A refutqe from the fears of death and judg-
a. Deat2h7and judgment are inescapable (Heb.
b. Dejantgeand judgment hold terrors for all

“The wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23).
And said to thg m untarns ang ro?ks
Fall .on us, and hide us from the face

fhrm that sitteth on the throne, and
the wrath of the Lamb” (Rev.

¢ A ex errence that calls a into account
ttr. : ff

?s terror 10 the un ar
Iustra lon—0ur neigh an old rlna
I

{ d lied,
%Vn i qu?eapa rﬁuthee(?ark ieple

[I. False Refuges and How to Detect Them
1. The nature of sin is to deceive.
a. The devil the arch-deceiver.
Deceived Eve in the garden (Gen. 3).



IS pictured throughout the Bible as subtle
serpent (Gen. 3:1; Rev, 12
Ap@ears to. men as'an angel of [light” (2

Is the father”of lies (John 8:44).
b. The sinful heart is deceitful.

Tahtne h(?!ﬁdﬁeﬁffhh“k' oot 2o

¢. It is characteristic of the sinful heart to
seek false refug
“When thedy shall saﬁ Peace and safety;
thgrm su denesdsestr ction cometh updn
“There is a way whrch geemeth right unto

a_man, 3 ] tereot are the
ways of death Prov 14:12
. False_refuges enumerated
a, Afase R heaven.
(1) Sel -righteousness,

as good as folks inside the

“| ke% the Eold?n rule.”

“Not by works o rr?hteousness which
we have done, but according to his
mercy” (Titus 5:3).

Lrvrnﬁr on memor i
ory of a zast experience—past
IIIustratron A man was asked what
his hope of heaven was. He looked
for hi baR tismal ier tifi ate hidden
awax IS trun ound It
-eaten.
) Trusting in any man-made institution
r ordinance.
a tism, the church, etc.

he Al
b ;on fhe i odhess of God,

esumrn
Presu upon the g

“God Is too good to send me o hell.”

Based upon the rig hteousne%s of others
ﬁ aman has rested his oe?
e ven U on the prayer of a godly
wife or mother.

[Nustration—A sidewalk character in
Phoenix, Ariz., was wont to sa?/
“Uncle Jim can never r%;o to hell,

dole o qF neveP ?gt l%noqemdfm

God wi

(3) AIIgerI come out right in the end.

C. Bar arn counter religiop.
efgrous notions that promise esca%e
rom the conseqoences of sin wit
out deliverance ‘from sin.
Numerous 1sms and cults of the day,
Relrgrons that ignore the necessity of
?o of Jesus Christ In atone-
ment for sin.
. False refu es detecteét
a Ir ue re ge must do the following:
1 atrs t g conscienc
2) Del rv r from the present thraldom of

(14)
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Must fortify in death.
Mu%todbe erived from the Word of

3
g
A “thus saith the Lord.”
b. These %ests should be met before a prom-
Ised hope of heaven IS to be relied upon.

I1l. False Refuges Swept Away

“The hail shall sweeP awa¥ the refuge of lies
and_the waters shall overtlow them.

L Life’s flood waters.
g. Adversities and Eerplexrtres

Rev rses and disappointments,

¢. Crushed hop es and bereavements,
Does X?ur re uqe stagd the test of life?
. The hail of com nq gment
Are0 yé)(t)td willing o present your refuge

b. Will if stand the scrutiny of judgment?

[llustration—The text sounds Irke a picture
of the_deluge. . The delug e rs t{] P
ture of world judgment. d wi
down the last str ng swrmmer

Conclusion

Christ is the true ref
No one promises i
“| am the way the truth and the life.”
“ am the d? by me if any man enter
in, he shall e hav ved.”
Come unto me all ye that labour and are
heavy laden.”
2. No_ one is able to perform like Jesus.
Wherefore he is able also to save them

g ome o €2

IIIustratron Israel had seven cities of
ret %rloe provided. Christ 1s our City of

t‘ e Christ,

Christian Warfare
Melza H. Brown

1 Warfare our char 1 Trm :18).
2. Kina of wara n%
3. Our enemy of wa }Eg 6:1 4)
4, Kinds of W ap%ns 10:
5. Qur armor 17
6. Our captain )
1. Some equrre ents gue 49 Acts 1:8;
rrp 4: 2:1; Luke 9:24).
8. Soldier life.”
E Self-den| aI Luke923r)n
. Life of ess (2 Tim, 2:3
. An exampl (2 Cor, 11:23-28).
9. The victory assured %l Cor. 15:24-26).
10. Over fomers rewarde
%. Shall eat of the tree of life.
. Gven a_crown of life.
¢. Eat of hidden manna and given a new name.
d. Have (Power over the na ions.
. CIo thed in_white raiment.
. Made illar in temple of %
g._Gran ét rrvrlerge of srttr with Christ.
117 The's re (Rev. apters 21, 22).



a

THE PREACHER'S MAGAZINE

Prayermeeting Suggestions for April

Lewis T. Corlett

(The following are questions that were used_in
prayermeeting

to very good advantage. The

questions were given out ahead of time and the
people were prompted to find the answers.)

L

10.

1L
12
13

14,

o o B~ o

Know Your Bible
What does the word “Bible” mean? (Ans.
"Book”

How many chapters in the Bible? (1189)

Give the meaning of the word “lsrael.”
(Prince of God)
(He-

Where is the Bible definition of faith?
brews 11:1)

What is pure religion? (James 1. 27)

Who offered the first prayer recorded in the
Bible? (Abraham—Gen. 20: 17

What_ Scripture passage implies that there was
no rain hefore the flood? (Gen. 2: 5, 6)
(Be-

What does the word “Genesis” mean?
ginning)
\Sl\é;m was the first martyr? (Abel—Matt. 23:

Whho is called “The Gospel Prophet”? (Isa-
i

What Old Testament character possessed the
greatest patience? (Job)

What man took 300 men and whipped a na-
tion? (Gideon)

Who said, “Let us ﬁo up at once and possess
it, for we are well able to overcome it"?
(Caleb)

Who said, “If | perish, | perish”? (Esther)

Seven Words for the Child of God
993n}e (Isaiah 1. 18; Matthew 11:28; John

%gaar} (Matthew 11:29; John 6: 45; Romans

Follow (John 21:19, 22: Luke 5:27, 28
John 8:12: 10: 27" 12: 26).

Read 1rDeut. 17: 18, 19; Neh. 8: 18; lIsa. 34
16; 1 Timothy 4: 13; Rev. 1:3.).
PraP/ (Luke "21:36; Acts 6:4; Eph. 6: 18;
Phil. 4: 6; Col. 4: 2; 1 Thess. 5. 175.

Work (Neh. 4:6; Mark 13:34; 1 Cor. 15
58:; 2 Cor. 9:8; Col. 1:10; 2 Tim. 2:15;

Titus 3:8). ,
ngok (Phil. 3: 20; Titus 2: 13; Hebrews 9:
“But Christ is all and in all” (Col. 3: 11).

— Selected.

_ Renewed
Renewing of the Holy Ghost (Titus 3: 4-7).
Renewed i knowledgie f(Col. 3 10).
Renewed in the spirit of your mind (Eph. 4: 23).
Transformed by renewing of your mind (Rom.
12:2).

Thf' iln6ward man is renewed day by dav (2 Cor.

They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their
strength (Isaiah 40: 31).

Youth 15 renewed like the eagle’s (Psalm 103: 5).

Renew a right spirit within me (Psalm 51: 10).

Renewed the altar of the Lord (2 Chron. 15:8).

Reﬂawlir;e kingdom (Jesus shall reign) (1 Samuel

— Selected.

Spiritual Quickenin
d (Ephes?ans 2) !
. From

L1 Death in trespasses and sins. .
2, Walllémg according to the course of this
world.

II. To Life
L BK means of grace. o
2. The agent—the Spirit and Christians work-
ing together. _
3. The position—raises up to Him.
I, Purpose of Quickening
L Partakers of His life and riches.
2. Partakers of the Fromlse.
3. Made citizens of the commonwealth.
4. Reconciled.

The Christian and His Bible
(Acts 8: 30-39)
|. Read It—Form the Habit
1 Regularly. .
2. This eunuch had the habit.
il. Develop a Deep Appreciation for It
L As God’s inspired Word,
2. As a living Book today.

[Il. Endeavor to Have Some Understanding of

It
L In the spirit of worship.
2. In meditation (He that willeth to know of
the doctrine shall know).
3. Through obedience.
IV. God Wiill Send Help
1. Philip was sent to the eunuch.
2. Sometimes through the minister.
3. The Spirit is the Great Teacher and Revealer.
V. Bible Devotional Reading Leads to Better
and Happier Living

(15)
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Increasing the Light The Purpose of Missions

(Proverbs 4: 18) 1 To share “the Good News” (Mark 16: 14-20).

. By Increasing the Source of Light. This is not 2. To save men from sin (Heb. 2: 1-4).

necessary for the Christian as God is the 3. To transform life EZ Cor. 3: 17, 18).

Light é %8 Ismrelgiezglelvef:terrnlwtgr?t Z(Agctlss%' 16-18)
I, Drawm%lNearer the Light. The Christian can 2 1o c?eate “Nev?/ Men® (Eph. 4 20_32). :
[1. Removing Obstacles that would hinder the — Selected.

|I%ht reaching the person in its entirety. -

The Christian must do this. Missionary Heroes

IV. By Walking in the Light. The true child of

. Men of Faith (I Cor, 3: 1-9)
God is doing this.

1 .
2. Men of Courage (2 Cor. 22:°21-33).
i. Men 01t \élsmn (Acts '26\ t16 fsl)9 0
int? innchi i . Men of Compassion (Acts
The Saint's Relationship to Christ R AV W o e RN
(L Cor. 3:23) 6. Brotherly Men (Acts 20 17-35)
[. His workmanshi SEph 2 10; lsaiah 43: 21). —Selected.
h Tempes af cod (1,Cor 319
riests of Go gter i
[V. Servants of Goé %Rom. 6; %2; 1 Cor. 3:9). Bellﬁpg;‘"?l%sés)mgs

Fiiends of God (John 15. 14) The Goodness of the Lord—Ever New (v. 5).

Sors of God f(l Joba & 2} The Word of the Lord—Ever True (v. 4&

V.
VI,
\\”ll The Sheep of His Fold (John 10).

The Work of the Lord—Ever Good
IX. . TgPeLiBgLatnglgetshénv\t/hoerlé/|new S{?hg;” %Z; The Counsel of the Lord—Ever Stanés (v)llg
X. Ambassadors (2 Cor. b: 25). The Eye of the Lord—Ever Seeing (v
— Selected.
Teach Us to Pray
(Luke 11: 1) .

A Question W Sermon Outlines ||
1 Asked by praylng people. i
EX{_)ressesa esire. J

0 know how to approach Deity.
b. FTO hhavle % deepgr 3p|rlt of prayer. Successful Christian Life
¢. For help from Go

”'lcngSts Afnswer |t h uO F th w o Text— JOShua '\gelza - Brown

. Be sure of your relations ur Father.
e I e
3. Have proper dependence: “Give us, forgive |, Success essentials.
us, lead us.” 1. Foundation secure.
4, Do not give up easily, importune. g Elgaten%r{g Ig% dcosgregttmed
e e G 3 Qe S o
Christ as a Savior ? Sh?uld fever neeti another

g N e Pt o W 8t R N e DU

Blinded by Satan (2 Cor. 4:4), ZQWork Mons ﬁ HSINEs3

T

L

2. Ensnared by Satan (2 Tim. 2:"26).
The Promptness of Christ

L In due time—God’s time (Rom. 5: 6).

2. In the fullness of time (Gal. 4: 4, 5}

3. In fulfillment of prophecy (Matt.

I alleg to ge samts

calling doesn’t assure success.
Needed d|||gence A)pllcatlon constancy.

eg lect anq careless ess ruin any business.
23 and 3 Incre se our Jnvestments.

D_OO_Q)

0 mhany others)f a. Put rr%ore into the business than we take
. The Power of Ch
21 E'gh'y e)t(ﬁheq by God 55h|1|8)2 9). b. Questlosn is not what we can get out but
iven” authori
3. Able to save tg the uttermost (Heb. 7: 25). ¢ '”Vﬁétvé'%en ‘E%S”t money, effort, thought,

(16)
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4, Take an occa |onaI |nv ntor
It ﬁ fe B(hyﬂwhen the
sheriff notifies of oreclo
c. Samson should have taken inventory
htsooner' tock | listed at today?
5, Wals our stock in grace listed at today’
a. st gglng up or do&/ns Y

What Is Your Life
Arthur Ellsworth Barkley
For what is your lifel (James 4:14).

Introduction—This is a great question, an
important quesnon and a question that con-
fronts us all.

. What Is Life?

L Someone has likened life to a journey or
pilgrimage.
2. Life is a voyagie.
We must sail our vessel.
Not always smooth sailing.
We need a Pilot.

3. Life is a bhattle.
Constant warfare a?amst elements that
would destroy us—from the cradle to
the grave.

4. Shakespeare said that “Life is a drama.”
5. Life is a race.

[I. Epochs in Life

Birth. -
A%e of accountability.
Choosing a career.
Marriage.

Death.

Life—W hat It May Be Made
. A failure.
2. A success.

Enumerate some who have made failures
of themselves and also those who have
made & success of their lives, both from
%he Scriptures and from personal observa-
ion.

3. A stepping-stone.
4, A stumbhn? -hlock to others.

All have influence.

IV. Life Must Come to a Close

We should so live that when our summons
comes we may be able to look back over a life
well-spent.

Some people live so that they are not missed
when they die. We should live a life so that
when we “take our departure, the world shall be
a little darker because our light has gone out,
and just a little colder because our warm, loving
heart has ceased to beat.

—_

(17)
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Some Characteristics of a Christian
H. A. Erdmann
Scripture—Matthew 18:1-3

Introduction

“Who Is Greatest?”

1 This seems to be a besetting sin of human-
ity. “Who is greatest among us?”

2. In school we used to studg about
war eneras until wante
be a Napoleon or an AIexan er.

3. Now stress has chan%ed Mast  successful
farmer _or huﬁlnes man IS great; as
Ford, Rockefeller, Morgan, etc.

4. In eccle5|ast|usm it s thg preacher . who
can (ejntertaln best, or draw the biggest
crow

I. What Is Greatness?

1 Jesus did not use Hlmself but a child.
2. Heawhrom\jlvould be great must be much like

II. What Are the Childlike Characteristics
of a Christian?
1 Helpfulness, servant.

%. a/rﬁa{ﬁst wh{o serves best,

. Whether old or young, man or woman
rich or poor, Iet usg all “be "like “child
and serve.

¢ A real friend is one who stands bg/ you
when you need him. Jesu
\g/nornag Inadultery; gave her a new Iease

I
2. Healthfulness.
a. Bubbling with health, energy and zeal.
b. ThIS is the chara%tensnc of Go%
h can march on against the
me ts of hell. A SICk man cannot.
3. There must be a ring of sureness in our
preaching and testitying.
a. We must know. “Once blind but now |

h. Pauls testlmong a“l know whom | have

reat

eo le.
at Ie

bI|eve m persuaded that he is
able

¢. Voice of certamtx convm%fe

d. Have | something to offer a downcast

sorrowing and bleeding humanity ?

4. Every child wants to be like parent.

a. Though h%mble and of common people
r was my hero,

b Ch||d Iove%to tell what hi faﬁher can do.

C. a%uour earts be so full that we can

5 Who is greatest?

He that does the will of the Lord as Jesus
said at close of Sermon on Mount. .
May not ride in fine cars or live in fine

hou
Must Be healthy, helpful, must know, must
tell, must do.
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A Wise Master-Birlder
W. W. Glenn
1 Cor. 3: 10

I XTRODL CTLIN

Paul likens the Christian life to a building.
Each individual is a builder and the foundation s
Christ, He intimates it is important how we
build because the bmldln% will be tried as by fire,
He sa¥s every man will De rewarded accordm? to
his effort in"building. The text also shows that
we_become builders’ through the grace of God
which is given to each of us. A glorious privilege
indeed—to be furnished with the material, the op-
Bortu_mty to hui'd, and then be rewarded for the

uilding: AIt.hqu?h a_(Qreat ﬁ[lVIIGge, it entails
great responsibilify. ~ Some things “entered _into

aul’s life that made him a wise master-builder.

I. A Rugged Faith in God (2 Tim. 1 12).

L. Knew whom he had believed.

Conviction necessary. Reason people do_not
stand, they never were really convicted. Jesus
said, "It 15 hard for thee fo kick against the
prlcks," etc. A man experiencing real conviction
does not care to go over the route again. Feel
pangs of hell! ,

(1) Met Jesus (road to Damascus). This
essential! It changed his whole life. ™Behold
he prayeth.” Persécutor changed to a saint!

(2) “Knew him in sanctifying power (Gal. 2

20?. This is essential. Dead fo self! No self-

will T A tool in God’s hands, Fits for service

(2 Tim. 2: 21). It is the motive power, the dy-

namic !

Knew_him in Iéeeping power, "l am per-

(3) | .
suaded” (2 Tim. 1 12)

Il. ADivine Cali, (Acts 26; 16-19).

Deliverance from the people.
Salvation of sinners,
Sanctification of helievers.
Obeyed the call (Acts 26: 19).

[II. Labored More Abundantly (1 Cor. 15: 10).

1 We must labor (1 Cor. 3:9; 2 Cor. 11: 23).

We are just what we are by the grace of God plus

our use ‘of that grace.

IV. Tressed Toward the Mark (Phil. 3: 14).

L -Supreme aim of his life. “This one thing I
do” (Phil. 3: 13). .

2. What was this mark?

b) The celestial city (Phil. 3: 20, 21).

V. He Had a God-Given, Consuming Passion
for the Lost (Rom. 9; 1-3)

1 Great heaviness, continual sorrow. So much

s0 he wished himself accursed.

Ea% The whole will of God gPhiI. 3: 12-14).

2. Put himself to great sacrifice for souls, (1
Cor. 9: 19-22; 1 Cor. 10:33), Went out of his
way to win souls!

VI. He Fought (2 Tim. 4: 7).

L We will have to fightt

(a) The devil. Illus.—Christian in “Pilgrim’s
Progress,” seeing the wild beasts in theJ)ath
but when got to them found them chained. f
we keep in the center of.God’s will, He will
turn our weeping into laughter; our darkness
into da)é (Psa. 30: 5). _

(b) olrmallty. (Much prayer will heat

things up!
¢) Powers of darkness.
d) Modernism and unbelief.

Opportunity
Melza H. Brown

1. The value of opportunitg/. )
. My opportunities have been my chief

assets.
Mang nave longed for them after they

: RotRs,chllds’ reat fortune was huilt bg the
SEIZIHP of an ogrPortumty. 42, i
"Bottfes of Heaven.” =~

d. A man became cattle king in Texas hy
seizing an opportunity. ~

2. Opportunity is often not appreciated.

%. Many make_no use of 0 O[IUH,IIIES.,
. Some long for %he other” tellow’s while they
do net” use their own. ,
¢. Many never ﬁee, 0r recognize. them until past.
Som wlq their opportunities by delay or
slothiulness.

3. Wasted o? or.tur\ities.
%. eans ag’qc 0SS.
. Worse to have and waste than to never

ave.
¢ Once wasted can never be regained.
4. The greatest opportunity.
a. A ch child of God.

ance to become
5. The curse is u§0n the man who does not

o = f=t)

b. Of eternal value.
se his opportunity, ) .
a. The one % lent n¥an buried his oppor-

tunl% . ,
b. Jerusalem would not have its opportunity.
6. Time is %pportunity.

%. Ever O\I.ll’ 15 vdlyable.

. TImé settles (itermtyh :

¢. One Individua salg, Half of my possessions

for one more hour.

7. Our opportunity is now.

E' Qthers hav% pa?sed.

. Ours may be"almost gone.. .
8. The last opportunity for life and salvation

comes.
%. You have heard that befo,[e.
. Wh#]car%mll]ncreases your guilt and condem-

(18)



THE PREACHERS MAGAZINE

c. Will Yoy sit idly by and permit the last to

455"
d. Thi%k of what is at stake.
9. The saddest regrets.

.11 only had.
%. The har%;est d[s ast and | am unsaved.
C. My opportunity 1s gone forever.

Winning Christ
W. W. Glenn

Lesson—Phil. 3.
That | may win Christ (Phil. 3: 8).

Introduction

The Christian life is likened unto a race, by the
Apostle Paul. In the text he sets it forth as Some-
thing to be won. _In the ninth chapter of First
Corinthians he so likens it unto a race and exhorts
them to temperance that they might win the race.
This is the greatest race mari can run. Paul says,
“| therefore 'so run, not as un_certamI}/; so fight'I,
not as one that beateth the air; but [ keep Under
my bod%/, and bring it into subjection.” He does
this that he might win with Christ.

I. In Order to Win Christ

Negatively

1 We must not have confidence in the flesh
(vs. 3-5). Blood or station will not avail. Mor-
ality not enough éRom. 7:18; John 1:11-13:
Rom. 7. 25; Rom. §: 8)

2. We must not have confidence in the right-
gousness of the law (v. 9), fProv. 16:2; Prov.

21:2; Prov. 20:6). Man likes to exalt self.
(IIIu's. Rich young ruler) Legalistic righteous-
ness!

3. We must not have confidence in good works
(v. 6), (Titus 3: 5-8).
: 4.5)We must not have confidence in ceremonies
V. 5).
(a)  Baptism—a seal of the covenant, same
as circumcision of the Old Testament (Gal. 6
16). Sacraments, foot-washing, etc.

Positively

1 We must count all things but loss (vs. 7, 8).
Here is Pe[feqt surrender.  Our plans, ambitions,
will, ecclesiastical standing, etc. Paul a member
of Sanhedrin! no doubt Studying to be a rabbi.
All swept away when he met Jesus.

[I. To Win Christ Means
1L To know him (v. 10). Greek definition:
“To absolutely know; to be aware of; to feel; to
perceive; to understand,” _
(8 Know Him in the power of regeneration,
“in" the power of his resurrection” (Rom. 6: 4;

(19)

Eph. 2: 1; 2 Cor. 5: 17). This is the righteous-
ness by faith (v. 9).

(b)  In entire sanctification “and the fellow-
ship of his sufferings” (v. 10). Death to Self!
ﬁ)al 2:20). Suffer with gladness (1 Pet.4: 12-

[Il. The Purpose of Winning Christ

1 Attain unto Perfection ﬁv. 15). Gaze heav-
enward. Living for God alone (v. 20). Live
here, now, as we will in heaven. Oh the shallow-
ness of today! Any little qust of persecution,
down people go! Payl said, “None of these things
move me,” etc. (Acts 20: 22-24). Rooted! Rea-
son people fail, t ef/ are not looking at the invis-
ible (2 Cor. 4. 16-18).

2. Attain unto the resurrection (v. 11), (Rev.

20: 6).
ag (Gives glorified body (v. 21). Perfect in
Imen ality; physique. Hearts already perfect in

ove.

. &b) This glorifies Christ (Heb. 2: 11-13). It
is this that will cause Him not to he ashamed
of us over there!

Suggestions and Illustrations
A L Parrott
FTER more than twenth years in the ac-

tive ministry | am still convinced that
it is the greatest calling any individual

can have. There is a fascination and holy j
about it that thrills one beyond anything T

poor heart has ever experienced. | love to preach
the glorious gospel of the Son of God.

It would be untrue for me to say that during
these years we have not experienced hard, dry,
dull and seemingly God-forsaken services but
these have heen the exception and not the
rule. Just last Sunday night in our regular eve-
ning service God was present to help the preacher
pour out his soul in sermon and exhortation
and at the close of the service seven fine young
and middle-aged people knelt at the altar and
prayed through to definite victory.

As we listened to the shouts of victory around
the altar and heard the ringing testimonies of
those who had prayed through that night we
found ourselves asking the question in our own
mind, “Why are not all the services fruitful like
this one? What was there about this service that
makes it a success above the ordinary?” Many
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contributing factors came to my mind but |
am going to mention one thing. My own heart
was stirred and greatly moved upon by the Holy
Ghost. It seemed that my very hones were on
fire and | poured, Iiteraly poured, out my soul
before the people and God honors that something
we call passion and soul burden. Brethren, my
hardest job is to keep from preaching with a
cold heart. Nothing but prayer and waiting be-
fore God will bring about the passion for souls,
but without it preaching ceases to be preaching
and is merely lecturing. My observation is that
God usually moves upon my audience in about
the same measure that He has moved upon my
own soul. As we approach the place Paul
reached when he said “I could wish myself ac-
cursed for my brethren,” God begins to work
in our midst. | want to more and more feel
some of the compassion that Jesus felt. That is
what the good shepherd does, “He gives his life
for the sheep.”

Special Days

In the matter of suggestions, | shall follow
the same method that | sometimes follow in my
i)_reachl_ng, preach to myself and let the audience
isten in on the message.

| feel 1 can make more of special days if |
will advertise them better and try to use them
as a means of reaching those who are somewhat
interested in our work. They have read in the
general church advertising about the various de-
nominations and are interested and perhaps will
come to our church on a special occasion when it
would be hard to reach them in an ordinary
way. Now we do this in our revivals, but usu-
ally then an evangelist is there and the visitor
gets an entirely different opinion from what
e would in one of our regular services. There
are thousands of hungry people who want what
we preach and if we can but get them under
the influence of the gospel it will prove to he
today as in Paul’s day, “The power of God
unto salvation.” Most of these special days such
as Mother’s Day, Boys Day, Thanksgiving and
numerous others will lend themselves to an
evangelistic message like ours and it will be so
different (or should be at least) that the visitors,
many of them, will want to come back again.
Soon our great Easter service will be here.
True we are going to have a General Budget
offering, but that need not embarrass our friends
that might be visiting our churches on that
occasion. In fact it might be a means of tying

(20)

them to our work as nothing else apart from
genuine salvation could. It is a known fact that
If people put their money into a cause they feel
theK have an interest in that cause and will want
to know about it from time to time. The offering
should be an enthusiastic, whole-hearted affair
on the part of our people. That will impress the
“outsider” until he will naturallﬁ fall ‘into line
of march and be one of us in the great Easter
offering. For one, | am going in to make this
and other special days a time for rallying our
friends and getting in a larger crowd and thereby
bring more people within reach of my( church.
| shall plan my service leaving room always for
the Holy Ghost to have full right of way, but
on the main I shall know what | am going to do,
how | am going to do it and when | am going
to quit. | do not want to make the mistake of
thinking that my friends or the friends of my
members who have been invited out to hear me,
will not know the difference between a well
planned and properly balanced service and a hit
and miss sort of program where loudness is de-
Bended upon to “put it over.” Sure | want to

e free in the Lord, but | have learned br expe-
rience that God blesses me more when | know
what | am about than when | depend upon the
inspiration of the moment to enahle me to get the
message. | know it is a bad impression if my
visiting friends get the idea that 1 am making
my sermon as | go or getting it from the in-
spiration of the folks in the pew.

Then, too, | am going to continue my life-
long practice of quitting when | get through and
about the same time every Lord’s day. Many
of my people come on street cars or buses and
if they miss “their car” they have to wait per-
haps half an hour to get another and | have
found if they do not know when or about when
they can get out of the service they do not
come. Then, too, some of them work in homes
or have a member of the family who has to have
his meals on time, and if | preach too long and
that ‘oerson has to go to work without the meal
—well, brethren, this ought not to be.

Illustrations

Devotion is a great thing—devotion to a cause
or to an individual. To be whole-heartedly de-
voted to God is what all of us want.

A little more than thirteen years ago a young
man near Erie, Ilinois, fell down a stairway
and broke his back. In a little while the ambu-
lance came from the Saint Anthony Hospital in
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Rock Island to rush this young man off for an
immediate operation in the hope of saving his
life. Somehow this young man’s collie dog got
into the ambulance and rode along with his mas-
ter to the hospital, and would have gone right
into the elevator and up to the operating room,
but was refused by the interne. When the young
man saw that his dog could go with him no far-
ther, though in the midst of great pain, he pat-
ted his faithful dog on the head, and told him
to lie down and wait for him for he would be
back in a little while. The faithful dog seem-
ingly ?rasped the situation and Iax down by the
side of the elevator shaft while his master was
hurried off to room for the operation. That night
the young man died and his body was taken bP/
the undertaker down another elevator. And al-
though thirteen long years have come and
gone, that faithful dog is still lying beside the
elevator shaft at Saint Anthony Hospital in Rock
Island, Illinois, waiting, waiting, waiting the re-
turn of his master. It was told me by a friend
who had seen the dog that for a long time after
the young man died every car that came down
that elevator shaft this dog would jump u#) and
look for the return of his master and friend.
The dog is old and decrepit now, but the hos-
Bital authorities mean to allow him to stay right
y the shaft in obedience to the command of
his master and his faithful vigil until he dies.
Sometimes the colored folks get their words
mixed, but usually their meaning is not so bad.
A few years a?o there lived in Springfield, 1lli-
nois, an old colored woman who knew the Lord.
Rev. William Ashbrook, one of our charter mem-
bers who has since gone to heaven, used to get
Aunt Mary to wash for him. Brother Ashbrook,
when taking and bringing the clothes, often
talked to her about Jesus and religion. One day
Aunt Mary became ill and was dying. She sent
for Brother Ashbrook to come to her bedside.
After Aunt Mary told him her experience and
had a time of rejoicing, she requested a song.

“What do you want me to sing?” inquired
Brother Ashbrook. The old lady quickly re-
sponded, “Brudder Ashbrook, | wants you to
sing dat ole song ‘Blessed Insurance Jesus Is
Mine.”” Brother Ashbrook sang as she had sug-
gested, “Blessed Insurance Jesus Is Mine,” and
Aunt Mary shouted the victory and soon went
on to heaven. Yes, Jesus is insurance, not against
fires that consume the material, but the fires of
hell that burn but never consume the soul.

A few weeks ago as | was passing through
St. Louis, they were dragging the Mississippi
River for two bodies of people who had recent-
ly drowned. A lady had fallen into the river
and was drowning. Her hushand, eager to save
her, threw himself into the muddy waters and
they both went down to death. Some of you are
not only going down yourselves, but you are
dragging others down with you. The poor lady
could not help it, but we can; for Jesus stands
ready to throw Himself into the turbulent waters
of death and save everyone who will let him
(Isa. 25:11).

Many times men and women are in the very
arms of death and do not know it until closed
in upon. A few years ago a well-known theater
building in New York City collapsed under the
weight of four feet of snow. In that audience
that night was an old miner whose ear had heen
trained for years in listening for sounds denoting
danger. When his ear caught the notes of death
(others paid no attention to them) instinctively
he sprang to his feet and ran for the closest exit.
As he went out the door he looked back over
his shoulder and saw the orchestra director swing-
ing his baton, not conscious of the fact that above
his head were dust and fog from the falling build-
ing. He with hundreds of others was buried
under the debris and wreckage of the Knicker-
bocker Building. Likewise many are singing and
dancing to the tune of death but are unaware
of his near approach.

"Seek ye the Lord while he may be found,
call upon him while he is near.” The recent
heavy rains in and around Waco, Texas, remind
us of a story that is told of a disastrous similar
flood a few years ago. Heavy rains had swollen
the little river that separated east Waco from
west Waco. In these same streets a few days
ago the water was fifteen feet deep. In these low-
lands in the former flood a young Jew was asked
to get into the rescue boat and be taken to
safety. “No, | stay with my business,” he said,
and refused to go. In"a little while his pitiful
cries were heard as he begged for another rescue
boat to come after him. “No,” replied the head
of the rescue party, “he had his chance, and now
we dare not risk our lives to save him. He
should have let us save him when we were there
and wanted to take him to safety. Nobody is to
blame now but himself.” The little Jew died
screaming for somebody to come. He stayed with
his business too long.

(21)



THE PREACHER'S MAGAZINE

PRACTICAL

Dealing with Seekers at the Altar

E. T.

In What Respect Is the Minister a Priest?

HIS subd'ect is of great importance as it
has to do with the destinies of men. A
success or failure involves eternity. | never
have considered myself competent for this
much less able to instruct others.

| think it will not be out of place for me
to say that my su(fply of literature on this sub-
ject is very limited. | have read some good ar-
ticles but failed to preserve them. | have but
little available material outside of the Bible. The
question arises, “Does it give us instructions as
to how to conduct our altar services?” The fact
of the case is, there is nothing said in the Bible
about altar services as such.

We might at this point ask the question,
“What is the purpose of the altar service?” Mv
answer would be, “It is our method of helping
souls through to God.” Now while the Bible
makes no mention of altar services, we do have
some instances of different ones dealing with
seeking souls. We have the case of the rich young
man with Jesus Christ the altar worker, Pente-
cost with Peter as the worker, the Ethiopian
eunuch and Philip, and Nicodemus and Christ.

These Bible cases may give us some light on
the subject and answer ‘questions as they arise.

My first suggestion is perhaps not worth men-
tioning. It is Just this, “Give the seeker, espe-
cially the seeker for holiness, plenty of room.”
What could be more distracting than to have
one person on each side .of a seeker with arms
around him or her? We want a seeker to get in
touch w'ith God, and if two or three persons are
crowding in, it draws the attention and is con-
fusing. The tendency is to get the human touch
instead of the divine. This can be nothing else
than confusing. Give the seeker plenty of room.

One outstanding problem at this point is to
keep the proper person at this w'ork or to keep
improper persons from giving counsel at this

French

critical time. There are some who rush in where
angels fear to tread, and this to my mind is
one place where this happens. | still believe
that too much talking is confusing to the seeker

waid care should be taken to avoid it. | presume
It would be wise for an evangelist or pastor to
train his workers. Sometimes pastors and evan-
gelists do not agree, but all controversy should
be avoided, especially while an altar service is
proceeding.

If 1 had an altar full of seekers, and could
have things go according to my judgment, there
would be no talkin? with seekers at first. | would
let God have the first opportunity. It might be
that ther would get through without any per-
sonal help from the human, which without doubt
would be much better for them. | think the
altar services are overworked anyway. It seems
to be easier for most people to offer suggestions
and counsel than to ?et down to business and
pray against the terrible opposition of Satan. It
ought not to take a lot of instructions for the
average seeker in our church services. There
probably are some excePtions which will be rec-
ognized if a little sanctified judgment is used.

| am convinced that if we could have more
of the Holy Ghost power manifested, we would
have less trouble at our altars. Seekers would be
more interested and anxious to find relief. It
would mean a strong faith on the part of the
church with the preaching of the rugged truth.
We need more of what struck Saul of Tarsus
on his way to Damascus: good, old-fashioned
conviction for sin.

The first thing | would do would be to urge
the Christian #)eople to pray, not so much for
the seekers at first, as to pray for the Holy Ghost
to break up the resisting force of Satan. | may
not be understood, but ofttimes at my own
altar and campmeeting, | have observed an almost
impregnable rock of spiritual resistance. Praying
is not easy. No one seems to think he has the
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burden of prayer. Some are waitin% for some-
body else to lead, others seem to think at this
time it is their mission to talk to seekers, a much
easier task. It seems harder sometimes to get
believers to pray than it is to get seekers to pray,
yet it is to my mind of great importance to
clear the atmosphere as much as possible. Few
people seem to care for the task.

Coming to. the matter of dealing with seekers:
the first thing is to find out what they are at
the altar for. We stand for two works of grace,
thus two objectives, the one for salvation, the
other for entire sanctification. To be consistent
we should find out what the seeker is after. This
would save some confusion in the prayin% of
ﬁeople if they would listen and heed. | have
eard folks pray for sinners that they might be
sanctified. | know that our wisdom is rather
meager, but | think the Lord would be pleased
tﬁ ha}/e us use what we have, especially around
the altar.

[t would be well at this time for someone, pos-
sibly the pastor, to pray definitely for the seek-
ing soul following any information that may
have been obtained—this before the seeker IS
asked to pray for himself. It is well to remember
that there is a terrific battle on. The forces of
hell are challenged and we need not expect vic-
tory without a battle. The believer or worker
should accept the fact that much of the fighting
must be done by himself. He ought to do it as
the seeker is a stranger to any such exercise. If
there is ever a place we need spiritual warriors,
it is right here at the altar of prayer. Yet it is
hard to get believers to do much even in the
face of so great a need.

After a prayer or two for the seeker, urge him
to pray for himself. This may not be easy, espe-
cially a seeker for holiness. | well remember my
own experience at this point. How the brethren
tried to get me to pray, but for some reason, |
know not what, it seemed almost impossible for
me to open my mouth in prayer. It may require
some time to get a soul to break away in prayer.

It may brin? some surprise when a seeker
begins to pray from his heart. Perhaps when you
asked him if he was saved, he said, "Yes.” But
when he begins to pray, he asks the Lord to
forgive him and save him from his sins. This of
course gives more information as to his real
need and how to work for him.

It is often difficult to get a seeker to pral. I
sometimes think that this is because of lack of

conviction, and | wonder if it would not be just
as well, in the long run, to let him go with the
understanding that if he will not yield he cannot
be saved. This might result in a greater respect
for the church and Christianity. This is a place,
however, where we must tread carefully. A soul
is in the balance. Here is a great demand for
patience and kindness, but firmness. If greater
conviction could be produced, much of the trouble
would vanish.

From the Bible illustrations of dealing with
seekers, there seems to be an absence of any pro-
longed pulling or coaxing to get folks to pray or
believe. Take the case of the young man coming
to Jesus. He was a very hopeful seeker. He
came earnestly inquiring the way of salvation,
evidently intending to get saved. He made an
impression upon the Savior. Jesus loved him.
He was obliged to tell him that he lacked one
thing and he also told him what it was: “Sell all
thou hast and give to the poor.” The young man
weighed the matter and decided the price was
too great and refused to follow the instructions
and went his way. So far as we know, there
was no urging or coaxing to pray through or
submit to the will of God. Some folks would
probably say that under such circumstances the
altar worker was a failure and evidently did not
know his business. Jesus, according to that reck-
oning, lost the case. Take any of the Bible illus-
trations and that same absence of conversion is
noticeable. The Bible recognizes the free moral
aGgegcy of man and insists upon his yielding to

od.

One object that should be kept in view is lead-
ing the seeker to accept the demands of God.
He absolutely must yield. If for salvation he
must surrender and repent, forsaking his sins.
If he is seeking sanctification he must consecrate
his entire being to God and die out to the world.
If there is no yielding there is no salvation. No
matter what the claim is unless there is yielding,
the sinner repenting, and the believer consecrat-
ing, there is no victory. The demand upon the
seeker should be immediate yielding unto God.
His ways should be pointed out and then we
should Insist that the seeker walk in these ways.

There is but little hope for a seeker if he re-
fuses to pray as a seeker and pray aloud at that.
My observation is that scarcely ever a person
gets through who refuses to pray for himself.
I do not consider it wise to give him encourage-
ment to believe that he has received a thing. The

(23)



120 THE PREACHER'S MAGAZINE

[seal1 difficulty is refusing to yield to the will of
od.

One of the Bible conditions for salvation i
the confession of sins. If we confess our sins
he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins.
This should be recognized in dealing with seek-
ers but the question is, to what extent? Some
have said every sin must be acknowledged in
public; it must be dragged out and owned up.
| am satisfied that this can be overdone. | be-
lieve that unless God lays the sin upon the
heart of the seeker that 1t is not necessary to
do more in public than a general acknowledg-
ment of being a sinner. If there is a sin against
a fellowman 1t should be acknowledged to him;
if against the church, confess it as publicly as
the sin is. | believe there is a limit to public
confession. Take the case of the Samaritan wom-
an at the well. All she did was to own up that
she was quilty of what the Savior accused her
and said, “Come and see a man which told me
all the things that ever | did.” The Ethiopian
eunuch did nothing in the line of public con-
fession or to the evangelist Philip. Take the
case of Pentecost, no public confession was re-
corded.

The confession should be done but unto God
and not unto man unless it is in order to ob-
tain help to straighten out some wrong deal or
sinful act of the past. The publican prayed,
“Have mercy upon me, a sinner.” He was ac-
cepted and went down to his house justified. The
Lailer said nothing about his sins in public, but
elieved on the Lord Jesus Christ and was
saved. The prodigal son had his confession all
learned by heart, but his father gave him scarcely
time and opPortunlty to get it out. Thus it aﬁ-
pears clear from Scripture that sins were to be
confessed unto God.

In regard to entire sanctification, there should
be the confession of carnality or a wicked heart.
But the works of the flesh manifested in his life
should be left for the Spirit to lead. There is a
Flace for confession and it should not be neg-
ected. | see no grounds from the Bible that it
should be carried farther.

| was in one meeting which was disturbed
more or less by young i)eople throwing things
about the church, especially durin? prayer. But
the entire company came to the altar before the
meetings closed. We refused to pray for them
until they confessed openly that they had dis-
turbed the meeting and were sorry for it. There
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was sufficient conviction on that meeting so they
did all we asked them to do. The next meeting
in another place with the same brothel we at-
temEted some of these things but they would not
work.

| am satisfied that the minister is not a priest
in any sense that the seeker needs to confess his
sins to him, only as he might want his help or
guidance to make something right.

I do think it is well to ask a seeker if he will
now give up his sins, if he will turn from them;
in fact, if he will reﬁent, for unless he does there
is no salvation for him.

With the seeker for holiness there is the guestion
of consecration. How far can we press the seek-
er along this line? | am not sure, but | think
perhaps the case before you might have something
to do in settling this question. Years ago there
was more pressure brought to bear upon the
seeker than now. Such questions as, “Will you
put rour business on the altar, Your home, your
family, your husband, your wife and money?”
or “Will'you go to Africa?” were asked the seek-
ing soul. We do not hear that now, at least to
the extent of other Years. Personally, 1 helieve
that a worker should pray for wisdom along
these lines. If this is the work of the Holy Spirit,
we will not help matters much by trespassing
on His field of activity. It does seem that the
harder a seeker deals with himself the better he
will get along with God.

How much can we do br way of ur?(in%a
soul to believe the Word? [ do not think that
there is as much difficulty with a seeking sinner
at this point. We would all agree that it is proper
to show him from the Scriptures that he is in-
cluded in the plan of salvation, and show him
some promises in the Word of God for him, and
hold on for him to see his privileges and lead
him to accept them.

There appears to be more difficulty with the
seeker for holiness. Why it should be is a ques-
tion. Positively it may be because of a failure
to appreciate the importance of the work of sanc-
tification, a failure to see that it is holiness or
hell. How much can we ur?e a seeker to be-
lieve? How about those usual questions that are
so often thrown at a seeker? Do you believe that
Jesus can sanctify? Do you believe that He will?
Well, then, when will He sanctify? The poor
soul cannot say anything else but “Now.” Yet
the heart has not %rasped the truth and the
experience has not become a fact in the life,
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even though the worker looks around with that
confident, satisfied expression which seems to say,
“l got him through.” 1 do not know which s
the greatest object of pity, the seeker or the
worker.

There is a serious danger at this point, namely,
the leading of the intellect and leaving the heart.
There is the possibility of a seeker’s accepting
the doctrine and teaching but failing to grasp
the real experience. This might bring some meas-
ure of joy and satisfaction as it Is impossible
to make anh/ move toward God or in obedience
to God without resulting in some emotional re-
action bringing a measure of contentment and
peace.

This would result in a formal lifeless experience
—one of the %ave dangers to holiness and the
Church of the Nazarene. There is a heart experi-
ence, a soul experience, an experience that affects
the entire being and brings contentment with holy
fire and soul victory.

There is a way through to victory and happr
is the seeker who presses through until he real-
izes it. Happy is the worker who can lead a
soul ann? until he strikes through. This is a
delicate place. There is a work ri[q t in here that
the Holy Spirit must do or it will never be done.
We may talk the seeker into saying that he be-
lieves; we may sing until he says he helieves; but
that is not sufficient; his faith must lay hold of
the promises of God until the Holy Ghost touches
him and he knows it is done. Emotion and
feeling will be a secondary matter. He knows it
is done hecause it is done. That settled conscious-
ness of a completed work is worth more than
all else and we should not be satisfied with any-
thing short of that.

Suppose we have a seeker that does not seem
able to grasE the promise for victory: what can
be done? This is an important place it seems to
me. Too much urging may lead into the “take
it by faith” error. | believe it is better to give
them time to settle up with the Lord. | have
heard a number of good, sanctified folks say that
they were several days ?etting through to God.
| am of the mind that it a soul is in earnest he
will come back and if he is not, nothing is
gained by prolonging the altar service. Star
with him as long as he wants to stay and will
do anything. | am satisfied that the danger of
losing him s less in letting him go than in urging
him to claim beyond his consecration and sub-
mission.

When the altar service is over, ask all to testify
to present attainments. If you have reason to
believe that they really got something, urge them
to testify, using Bible terminology.

A Message to Doubters
J. L. Roby

It doesn't pay to take the devil’s arsenic,
Nor let it sit around;
The best thing to do with such poison is—
To pour it on the ground.

To(? mbe%ny innocent ones, can't guess just why we
oubt,

Nor do they think it proper when we pout in-
stead of Shout.

God is not dead, nor does He lie, like human
beings do

His promises yield a million fold; His Word is
ever true.

Sohletd the devil have his say—just outside your
ea

Ju(sjt tdake a mental attitude that to him you are
ead.

Reckon that all the cares of life are hanging on
the cross;

Let God be true; and all else false—count it refuse
and loss!

The way to win is not to sin, in thought or word
or deed:

If you really believe that God is true this little
message heed.

A Note from a Preacher

In Mitchell, s. D., four large churches united
for Sunday night services during the summer—
Methodist™ Episcopal, Baptist, Congre%atlonal,
Presbyterian. ~ Altogether they have 2300 mem-
bers. A recent Sunday they had eighty-six in
attendance. Rev. Wise ?re.ached to eighty-eight
and has a membership of sixty. | believe it pays
to preach holiness hot and take offerings. God
help us to keep it up.—B. V. Seals.

Robert Bruce had made several unsuccessful
attempts to Fossess his kingdom, and was con-
cealing himself in a cave from the presence of his
foes. He watched a spider try six times to cast
its silken thread from one beam to another be-
fore it finally succeeded at the seventh attempt.
This sight fired his soul and revived his hope
and he sat upon the throne of Scotland.
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The Minister As a Servant of the People

William N. Harrington

If thou wilt be a servant unto this people this
day, and wilt serve them, and answer them, and
speak good words to them, then they will be thy
servants for ever (1 Kings 12:7).

IRST, let us consider the minister as a
F man; secondly, as a man in politics; third-

ly, as a man of efficiency in preaching the
Word; fourthly, as a man removing prejudice and
winning the loyalty of people.

. The Minister As a Man

In the first place—to follow the sermonic habit
—the preacher is a man. He has a man’s work
to do in the world, and he needs a man’s heart
of courage to get it done. Why should it be
thought that the pursuit of goodness is an en-
terprise suited to pale and colorless individuals or
that the proclamation of righteousness requires
a thin and tenuous voice, an apologetic air and
an assumed and strained mien that is neither
natural nor becoming? How does it happen
that the preacher should be caricatured as an
utterly forsaken, woe-begone, shrunken and
shriveled creature, whose abject attitude invites
a kick and whose mournful countenance, in its
complete lack of intelligence, suggests neither the
repose of the soul-less sphinx nor the pathos of
blank idiocy, but rather the sickly, constrained
and embarrassed features of the gawk and pro-
vincial? It is so that the comic papers represent
him. 1 am inclined to believe that this notion of
the preacher has its rise in superstition and
ignorance. The preacher in the apostolic church
walks like a man, delivers his message in the
language of men and moves across the stage as a
strong, vigorous, commanding personality.

Peter, Paul, James, John—each is a clearly
marked individual and stands erect with “bare,
bold brow” and feet firmly planted on the solid
earth. When these men F)reached, their audience
said, “They are turning the world upside down.”
Their presence was electric with power and the
energy of the elemental forces of nature was in
their words and work. They had about them
no atmosphere of weakness. They were as
commanding ?enerals on the field of conflict. It
was not until ecclesiasticism was born that the
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preacher was changed from the flaming herald
and passionate evangelist into the religious of-
ficial, belonging to an establishment, having an
esoteric individuality, supposed by many to be
endowed with peculiar and magical powers and
having a sort of monopoly of heavenly and
spiritual things which could be bestowed on
others only through his priestly offices. Gradu-
ally, in this way, the preacher was farther and
farther removed from the world of man until in
the average thought he came to belong to another
world and to have only the remotest connection
with the affairs of this terrestrial existence. And
s0 the preacher presently becomes as a heavenly
visitant, who does not dwell in the skies and who
is not at home on the earth. It does not take
long to have this strange figure—at first revered,
it may be, as being possessed of peculiar and
magical virtues—it does not take long, when the
thought of the preacher as a minister has sup-
planted the thought of him as a priest, to have
this strange and uneasy figure converted into
ridicule and caricature. And so the cartoonist
finds in the preacher a model after his liking, and
right well has the model been used.

If one is asked to talk about his work, he is
not only pleased, but he feels himself to be master
of the situation. He knows his work. He thinks
in terms of his work. If he be a true workman
his work in a very true sense is the revelation of
the man. Allowing for the exaggeration, a shoe-
maker is likely to measure the world by shoe-
strings, a grocer to think in terms of tea and
sugar, a carpenter to put his universe together
with the rule of thumb. The preacher can talk
“shop” with the rest. And this leads me to ask,
“What is the Ereacher’s world?”  Answer might
be made that he is the messenger of religion, or
to emplog the very expressive figure of Ralph
Connor, he is the “sky pilot.” But when you
begin to think of what religion means— that it
has to do with life and the use of all things, that
it claims all provinces of thought and activity
for its territory—you will see that the preacher as
a messenger of religion must be a many-sided in-
dividual and must touch life in one way or an-
other at almost every point. The preacher bi
the very requirements of his office and wor
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must be cosmopolitan. It is strange that a
different conception of the preacher should be en-
tertained.  Generally, however, he is regarded as
provincial in that his range of thought is limited
by certain subject matter denominated religious
as contradistinguished from all the real and vital
matters of human pursuit and endeavor, and con-
sequently the world at large conceives of him as
necessarily narrow in his tastes and sympathies
and service. The explanation of this view of the
preacher is founded in the entirely false and con-
tracted conception of religion entertained by the
average man. The religion of Jesus Christ has
to do with all men and all things, and with
all of a man—body, soul and spirit. And he
who would proclaim that religion, must be “a
man of the world” in a very different sense
from that in which the phrase is used. There
must be no realm that is foreign to his endeavors.
The more he knows of life, the more effectively
he can bring his message to meet the require-
ments of human needs.

Il. The Minister As a Man in Politics

Should the preacher enter politics?  Certainly
not as a profession, but in the proclamation of
righteousness he must necessarily have to do
with the politician and with the affairs of govern-
ment even as in preaching honesty, purity, love,
he is declaring principles that touch every busi-
ness and vocation of life. The preacher cannot
be sidetracked during the week or given to un-
derstand that his business belongs to Sunday and
the church. Every day is his day of opportunity;
every realm is his field of service and duty; all
RAaces, if they be entered in the spirit of his

aster, furnish him with a pulpit.

When the minister as a servant of the people,
rightly views the political duties of a Christian
citizen they immediately become as truly re-
ligious as an% which he is called upon to perform.
In fact in their influence and bearing upon the
welfare of his fellowmen they are reckoned with
his most weighty responsibilities and, if I may be
permitted to say so, it is only by a narrow, pro-
vincial, false idea of religion that he can lower
his plane of life in politics and still think him-
self innocent.

The belief that there are two distinct and
separate departments- to Christian life, in one
which God is to be recognized and confessed,
while in the other all the vileness and wickedness

of the world is to be winked at and considered
permissible, is a wretched hell born deception.
No grade of honesty, no controlling motives are
right in a political campaign which would be
wrong in the pulpits. If the minister of the
gospel be a citizen and a true servant of the
people he owes to his country the duties of
Citizenship.

“Render therefore unto Caesar the things which
are Caesar's” (Matthew 22:21).

Nor is he, in any just sense, less religious when
in the discharge of these duties than when he is
praying for the salvation of sinners or the sanctifi-
cation of believers.

Holy Writ reveals God fully as much at the
helm of secular history as He is at the helm of
what we deem church history. He is immanent
in both. In fact the distinction made between
secular and church history is more in name than
in reality. All history is church history for it
is the record of the progress of the kingdom of
God in the midst of worldly antagonisms.

The external conditions of the church are
largely shaped by the course of political events,
and he who cares intelligently for the fortunes of
the church, as a true servant of the people, must
also care for the political affairs of his country.
He cannot be otherwise than intensely interested
for the character of its rulers and its laws. If
providence he to him a reality, he will be a
servant unto the people this day, and will serve
them and answer them, and speak good words
to them. Then they will become his servants
forever. In other words he will be a man of
earnest words and brave deeds in every effort to
bring the national life into harmonious relation-
ship with the government of the Divine Ruler.

There are brethren of the cloth with the notion
that they are to preach against sin just so long
as it is kept separate and apart from politics,
but are to cease their reproofs, denunciations, and
warnings whenever it crosses the invisible line
and becomes a political question. This notion is
as false and selfish as its author, the devil.

Brethren, when vice organizes and rallies
political parties to its support, the voice of the
minister should be raised the louder. We must
deal with sin as sin.

“We are not our own; we have been bought
with a price.” We represent not our own, but
God’s side of the controversy with wrong.  We

(27)
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are holy men. We stand firmly and uncom-
promisingly for the laws, warnings and proclama-
tions of heaven. We speak good words, for the
glory of our God and the deepest interests of the
people. Our ministry is not confined alone to
the sanctuary. It is not quite so much priestly
as it is prophetical. Rightly viewed as followers
of Christ Jesus, our ministries constitute the
prophetic order and office under forms adequate
and suited to the present day and age.

The prophets of the Old Testament in action
illustrate the part that the modern ministry
should play in public affairs. They taught that
God had to do with politics. They warned the
masses, rich and poor, learned and illiterate,
%overning and governed that sin made national
y government sanction would wreck and ruin
the nation.

“Righteousness exalteth a nation, but sin is a
reproach to any people” (Proverbs 14:34).

They admonished unfaithful magistrates, and
dissolute kings. ~ Drunkenness, bribery, oppres-
sion of the widow and the fatherless, turnin%
aside the needy in judgment, favoring the ric
from fear of power or from hope of reward were
rebuked with no uncertainty. They flayed dis-
honesty in business, selling worthless or injurious
articles in trade, and they warned the professing
church of God to keep clear of the sin of helping
the ungodly.

When carnal politicians, regardless of the gen-
eral %ood of the people, sou? t to control politi-
cal affairs for personal benefits they raised their
voices against their diabolic schemes, oft at the
cost of disgrace and bodily injury. They never
embraced the notion that they might exempt
themselves from this unpleasant task because of
the discomfort or inconvenience involved. They
denounced as false prophets teachers who spoke
alone for that which brought personal place and
favor. They carried a “burden of the Word of
the Lord” to the nation, and such in principle
are ever the true messengers of God to man.

The hackneyed saying that “ministers should
preach the gospel and keep out of politics” in
so far as it is not mere “clap-trap” and make
shift, reveals a lamentably narrow conception of
what it is to preach the gospel.

That is an emasculated gospel which restricts
itself to doctrinal dissertations and the logical
homilies, and gives no place for instruction con-

(28)
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cerning the relations of God and His government
to social and national life.

_ Christ is not only the Savior of the world, He
is the “King of kings, and Lord of lords.”

(To be continued)

The Pastor’s Scrap Book

L. Flynn

Let It Pass

Be not swift to take offense;
Let it Pass!
Anger Is a foe to sense;
Let it pass!
Brood not darkly o’er a wrong
Which will disappear ere long;
Rather sing this cheery song:
“Let it pass! Let it pass!”

Strife corrodes the purest mind;
Let it pass!
As the unregarded wind,
Let it pass!
And heartless souls that live
May condemn without reprieve;
Tis the noble who forgive.
Let it pass! Let it pass!

If for good you're taken ill;
Let it pass!
0 be kind and gentle still;
Let it pass!
Time at last makes all things straight,
Let us not resent, but wait,
And our triumph shall be great;
Let it pass! Let it passtSer.

A prominent writer on the subject of modern-
ism said, “It has put out the fires of revival,
silenced the voice of prayer and made the shouting
of Zion to cease. It has turned many a watered
garden into a desert place and filled up the wells
of salvation. It has slain souls by the thousands
and turned whole sections of Zion into valleys
of dry bones.”

A Burden for Souls
It is said of a great soul-winner that, “He saw
souls standing on the verge of ruin; he heard in
anticipation the wild shrieks of despair that will
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go up from lhe lost, when it is too late, when the
oor shall be shut, when the harvest shall indeed
have passed, when the summer shall have ended,
and naught remains but a frowning judge, a
burning hell and an awful eternity.”

What Martin Luther Said

“| am afraid that the universities will Erove to
be the great Pqte_s to hell, unless they labor dili-
gently in exp alnln% the Holy Scriptures and en-
graving them in the hearts of youth. | advise
no one to place his child where the Scriptures do
not reign paramount. Every institution in which
men are not unceasingly occupied with the Word
of God must become corrupt.”

Rest
Rest is not quitting
The busy career,
Rest is the fitting
Of self to one’s sphere.

Tis the brook’s motion
Clear without strife
Fleeing to ocean
After its life.

Tis loving and serving
The highest and best;
Tis onward unswerving
And this is true rest—Goethe.

& sarfisg
Use Your Head

' A woodpecker pecks é

£ Qut a %reat many specks p
Of sawdust ¢
When building a hut.

; b

Y. . .

& He works like a mgger N

K To make the hole Digger— .

V. He's sore if fh

His cutter won't cut;

He wont bother with plans
Of cheap artisans.

But there’s one thing y
Can rightly be said:

The whole excavation
Has this explanation—
He builds it by

Using his head—Ser.
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They Never Came Back
C. Harold Ripper

T WAS a beautiful morning in midsummer.
I We had cast our lines in the Neosho River

before sunrise. For four hours we had watched
our lines with that expectant diligence charac-
e had baited
alls, and_rabbit en-

not hite. The sun rose

more remote. At last, leaving my line cast far
rod upon the
bank and walked downstream to chat with a

companion. We had exchanged but a few words
when | chanced to look bac

| chanced to in the direction of
my line just in time to see my rod and reel
leap into the air and then plunge into the water.
Breathlessly | ran to the spot where | had
left the rod. | stared helplessly into the now
uiet water. A feeling of remorse crept over me.
he fish for which | had waited for four Iong

guard an

my rod with it. The fish was

The day was dry and hot. A Kansas wind had

been Dblowing all day and everything in the
church was covered with a film of dust.
were_seats for two hundred and fifty
but it was to be a week-night service and ‘the
attendance would scarcely reach fifty. No one
would sit on the back seats on the right wing of
the church,
dusted all but a few back pews. A well dressed
stranger entered the church that night and made

There
people;

The janitor was in a hurry; he

his way straight to the dusty pews. Before
sitting down he took a white handkerchief from
his pocket and wiped the dust from the seat.

The ‘stranger never came back.

Rain had been coming down in torrents all

Sunday afternoon. The pastor had made a drive
to a nearby city, and because of a muddy

detour
had been dela¥ed. He arrived at home just a
litle while before time for the evening service.
the faithful few could be expected to at-
tend church a night like that. ~ With little
preparation of either mind or heart he slipped

an old outline into his Bible and went to the
chulg%h. Ten strangers were at the service that
night.
strgangers never came back.

The preaCher was unprepared.  The

Personal workers had been trying for weeks to

?et John, a young man of eighteen years, to at-

end the Sunday ‘school. He “came one mornm?.

A substitute
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Fared. There was nothing vital brought out in
he class. John never came back.

It is easy to resort to some defense mechan-
ism.  Fisherman, janitor, pastor and Sunday
school teacher can each marshal glgod excuses in
his behalf, It is easy to rationalize and argue
that the fish would not have been caught any-
way, that the dusty pew did not cause the
stranger not to return, that the poor sermon did
not keep the strangers from coming back, or that
John had other reasons for not coming again.
But what if these were the reasons? Thousands
come once who never come back.

The Builder

An old man, going a lone highway,

Came at the evening, cold and gray,

To a chasm vast and ,deeﬁ and wide.
The old man crossed in the tWI|I?ht dim.
The sullen stream had no fear for him;
But he turned when safe on the other side
And built a bridge to span the tide.

“Old man,” said a fellow pilgrim near, .

“You arehwastmg your strength with your build-
ing here;

Your ?ourney will end with the ending day,

You never again will pass this way,

You've crossed the chasm deep and wide,

Why build you this bridge at evening tide?”

The builder lifted his old Fray head— ,
“Good friend, in the path I have come,” he said,
“There followeth after me todak/_

A youth whose feet must pass this way.

This chasm, that has been as naught to me,

To that fair-haired youth may a pitfall be;

He, too, must cross In_the twilight dim—
Good friend, | am building this bridge for him.”

—Unknown.

“No engineer would pour upon the gudgeons
and pistons of his engine acids instead of oil, just
for a change, because this would be in opposition
to his knowledge of the laws of mechanics and
spoil his machine. Yet he will pour wine and
brandy and tobacco juice into his stomach and
tobacco smoke into his lungs which are in-
finitely more delicate organs than anything of
wood or iron."—Dr. Edward Jarvis.

“For one devil that tempts the busy man
there are a hundred circumventing the idle one.”

Pulpit and Pew
B. H. Pocock

Come to Think It Over

It was said of President Theodore Roosevelt
that someone hapfened into his office and there
was all of his mail piled up, and other important
matters which demanded his attention. But
Roosevelt said, “I like my job.” on, that we
preachers will be so in love with our work that
we will give ourselves untiringly to the great
task of winning souls to Christ. This will make
our work easy.

| take a good text so that if | preach a poor
sermon my audience will not forget what my
text had to say.

After all, the text is just a peg upon which we
hang our message. It may be hard to confess it,
but many of us take a text and preach from
it and never get back to it. It might be said of
us, “They went everywhere preaching.”

This is no da¥ for spectacular preaching or
catchy themes. The people are waitin? for simple
texts and plain messages, for, after all, the world
is full of common folks, and in the days of His
flesh, they heard Jesus gladly. The days have not
chgnged much, at least humanity, is the same
today.

The Plugging Preacher

Preacher, are %ou willing to be the kind of
a preacher for Christ and His Church as the
willing and working horse is for his master? This
will describe our case: “Now a plug is not a race
horse, a high-stepping carriage horse, a hunter or
a polo pony, but a steady, everyday work horse,
plugging along from dawn to dark. His job is
right there with four feet on the earth, not doing
any circus stunts or looking for ribbons at a
horse show.” | wonder if we qualify? Let us
die, if we must, in our harness and at our post
of duty.

The Leader

Theodore Roosevelt said, “The leader for the
times, being whatever he mag he, is but an in-
strument to be used until broken, then cast aside,
and if he is worth his salt he will care no more
when he is broken than a soldier cares when he
is sent where his life is forfeited in order that
victory may be won.”

(30)
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Died with Improvements

In my day | have seen a lot of preachers and
churches die with improvements. It reminds me
of the story | read a number of years ago about
a German whose wife was in the hospital. He
visited the hospital to inquire how his wife was
getting along. The usual reply was, “She’s im-
proving.” He kept this up for some time, and
finally upon making further in?uiry, the doctors
and nurses informed the faithtul husband that
she was dead. “What did she die of,” asked the
faithful husband, “improvements?” It is true
that we preachers need to improve UFOH our
preachln%..W'e must improve our English, our
church buildings, our music, our singing. We
must improve In our work throughout, but God
forbid that we should die of “improvements.”

| heard a Sunday school teacher say one night

in pravermeeting, “I saw men in boys and | saw
boys in men.” “When | became a man, | put
away childish things."—The Apostle Paul.

The Dollar and the Devil

“In this world of frill and fashion
When the churches are so fine,
And the trademark of religion
Is the classic dollar sign.

“There’s a rule that never faileth

And %/ou’ll always find it true.
When the Dollar rules the Pulpit,
There the Devil rules the Pew.

“There may be a lot of singing,
And an awful lot of prayer,

And the sermon may be answered,
By an “Amen” here and there,

But as sure as Joe’s a Dutchman,
And Roe Shylock was a Jew

When the Dollar rules the Pulpit
There the Devil rules the Pew.

"When the Money gets to talking,
And the Master’s voice is still
And the preacher swaps his sermon

For a twenty dollar bill.

That’s the time old Mr. Devil,
Gets the churches in a stew,
When the Dollar rules the Pulpit
There the Devil rules the Pew.

"When religion goes to begging,
And the Bible is forgot;
And the preacher preaches nothing,
But a scientific rot,
Then the faithful old believers
They are getting mighty few
When 'the Dollar rules the Pulpit,
There the Devil rules the pew.”— Anon.

They used to say, "The need of the church is
Grace, Grit and Greenbacks.” Then others have
said, “Men and money” are the needs. But God
says, “If 1 can find a man that will execute my
#u.dgments .. If God gets the man. He gets

is pocketbook, his will, his mind, his all

“Take my life and let it be,
Consecrated Lord to Thee,

Here’s my silver and my gold
Not a mite would | withhold.”



=

<_.>\6_

< ——

Matthew Henry’s Commentary

A new edition; six volumes, durably bound in cloth. Every Bible
i
student will appreciate the unfading freshness, the clear analysis, the

spiritual force and the evangelical richness of these comments.

Persons with satisfactory credit ratings may purchase these com-
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Price for the six volumes, $15.00 (Delivery charges extra)

Nazarene Publi'shfng House, 2923 Troost Ave., Kansas City, Mo.

AN

<=

—— e P — V=S C



